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COMMENT

SQUTH PACFIC RELICS OF WV I |

Earlier this year, | was able to visit many pl aces
in the Solonon |slands and New Quinea and spent quite a
lot of time looking for aircraft relics. Mst readily
accessible aircraft in the New Hebrides have been sal -
vaged long ago, but four wecked fighters on the beach
near Port Havannah are reputed to have come from CV-2,
Lexi ngton, before she went down in the Coral Sea. Lit-
tle remains in the way of aircraft relics on Quadal canal
though there is plenty of weckage fromnany a/lc. Only
a Navy PV-1 is still fairly conplete, the engines have

gone, nose areas are burnt out and all equiprent is mss-
i ng—e/ n 5357, serial BuNo 34802, code "92".
Further north, around Rabaul, New Britain, there are

several wecked Zeros with olive green upper surfaces,
pal e blue I ower surfaces and yel |l ow | eadi ng edges, and
also a Ki 46 (Dinah) with its tail unit bl own off and
the top of the fuselage m ssing—serial is 1291 and col -
or scheme is dark bl ue upper, pale blue | ower, yellow
wing and tail leading edges. In shallowwater off Lak-
unai airfield there is a Kawanishi H3K-2 (Emly) com
plete but with fusel age broken in two behind t he w ng.

At Kavieng, New Ireland, the two Zeros nentioned by
Sgt. Oow (JOURNAL, Sunmer 1964, Vol 9, No 2, p 143) are
battered but restorable. Both are olive green and pal e
blue with yelloww ng | eadi ng edges, white fusel age band
and white hinomaru outline. Perhaps nore interesting is
a biplane floatplane in a swanp off Buka Strip, probably
an FIM (Pete). At Wewak, New Quinea, there is a wecked
Kawasaki Ki 6l (Tony) in heavy bush and, according to a
surveyor, a fairly conplete Jap bonber at Vdrn Point air-
field (probably a Betty).

Many aircraft remain in and around Madang, the nost
unusual bei ng some RAAF Beauforts. A9-84, A9-701 and
A9-516 are very badly damaged, but A9-483, NA-E of 100
Squadron, is only noderately so for restoration purposes.
Col ors are dark green/dark earth upper, natt bl ack | ower
and white codes. At another airfield there are 8 Ki 43s
(Cscars), pieces of wecked Ki 21s (Sally) and a Ki 6l ,
a burnt out Ki 45 (N ck) and a conplete Ki 45, and the
center section of a Ki 46 (D nah) serialed1262 (sane
colors as 1291 at Rabaul). There is even the fusel age

Nakajima Ki 43 at Al exi shafen.

(Darby -

31 Dec 1963)
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of a Junkers W 34, VH WKWat the edge of the airfield.

Most of the Gscars had bright green upper surfaces,
pal e bl ue | ower surfaces, white hinomaru outline and
fusel age band and yel | ow | eadi ng edges, but fin narkings
varied--yellow V outlined with red, red Vwith white out-
line, etc. (ne had an orange finwith three silver V s.
The conplete Nick, serialed 484, was wearing dark green
and pal e bl ue stipple canmouflage, wth pale blue | ower
surfaces. This was a |ate nodel aircraft delivered in
Jan 1945 according to its identification plate. Aso in
the Madang area is a B 17Gwith its back broken in a
bel 'y I'anding, four A-20s near Saidor (stripped) and 2
nmore inland fromMadang (one with its left wing torn
off, the other conplete).

The Nadzab-Lae area has been cl eaned up by scrap
collectors, and only a few fusel age franes fromAT-6s,
OCG 4s and an L-2 remain, plus a G 47 fusel age, a burnt-
out Vengeance (A27-83 of RAAF 24 Squadron) and a wreck-
ed B-25. Near Wau there is a B-17E on a nountain north
of the Bl ackcat Gap; still with its yellow serial 19234,
on the fin, and particularly interesting because of its
over-all dark grey canouflage with RAF fin flashes and
type Al roundel s!

There are many w ecks around Port Moresby, the nost
conpl ete being a P-38G or J on the beach and a razorback
P-47 in a swanp. Qhers include a B-26 tail section,
P-38G (42-12857), P-47D (42-22501), G 47A (42-23959),
P-39D and another P-39, B-24, B-25Hwith arnor-plated
| ower surfaces and a P-40.

The a/c Sgt. CGrownentions at Ballale and Nla in
the Shortland Islands are mainly Navy types and apart
fromthe ubiquitous Zeros include Bettys. Mtsubishi
G5M (Babs), A6M2-N (Rufe), Aichi D3A (Val), EL3A (Jake)
and Nakajima B5N (Kate). | couldn't locate nany Sallys
apart froma couple of wecks at Dagua and two at Awar
which | did not see (possibly Bettys), but there are re-
puted to be sone in the Aitape area, plus a nore or |ess
conplete B-24 at Tadji.

For restoration purposes, some of the wecks around
Madang woul d be easy to handl e because of good roads and
port facilities in the area, whereas the Shortland |s-
lands are very isolated and have no |arge ports even
though the wi der selection of aircraft probably makes
this area nore rewarding.

E. C. Darby, 46 Beach Rd, Birkdale, Auckland, N.5, New
Zeal and.

73

Boei ng B-17E, 41-9234, at \Wau.

(Darby - 23 Jan 1964)
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EARLY G VIL Al RCRAFT REG STRATI ONS

Wi | e browsi ng through sone back issues of Air Pic-

torial, | came across M. W T. Larkins' interesting
article, "U S. Gdvil Registrations—fhe Story of Their
Evol ution" (Part 1-Vol XVI, No 4, April 1954). This

article recalled the following bulletin (Bulletin No. 36
Aircraft and Pilots Register Airworthiness Certificates
dated Aug. 9, 1922) which was found in the Nati onal
Archives in Gtawa. The information contained in it may
be of interest to those Menbers who have made a study of
the early United States National Aircraft Underwiters
Associ ation register:

Nationality and

Regi stration Mark Nane Type Use

N- ABCY Triangle Airways M- Boat Conmrer ci al
Chicago, II1I.

N ABCZ Ross W Judson Loeni ng Private
Miuskegon, M ch. Ai r Yacht

Airworthiness Certificates - Tenporary - 30 Days:

Certificate No. N.Y. 1., issued July 7th, 1922. Leoning
Air Yacht, Serial No. 2, U L. narking NABCU. Rated
safe load 900 | bs., seating not nore than 5 persons.
Onner, Vincent Astor, 23 W 26th St., NY. Gty.

Certificate No. Chicago 1., issued August 8th, 1922.
M- Boat, Serial No. 5501 U L. narking N-ABCY. Rated
safe load 540 | bs., seating not nore than 3 persons.
Omner, Triangl e Airways, Chicago, II1.

If M. Larkins has not been able to trace any air-
craft beyond the Weaver Waco N-ABCW this information
shoul d be of sone help. The use of underlined registra-
tions for aircraft inthe "private" category is of note:
this was the Canadian practice from 1920 on.

J. R Elis, 380 Brock St., #6, Peterborough, Otario.

JOURNAL OCRRECTI ONS AND ADDI TI ONS

On the 11th line of the second col -
44- 85531

Vol 9, No 2, p l4l:
umm, the serial nunber 44-85541 shoul d read:
for the B-17G 95- VE

Vol 9, No 3, Cover: M. J. R EIlis points out that the
aircraft on the cover is actually a Canadi an Vi ckers
PBV-1 Canso A. This particular aircraft, CFPQ, was
owned by the Province of Quebec and was c/n CV-417. It
served with the RCAF from 1945 bearing the serial 11084
until declared surplus in the early 1960s.

Vol 9 No 3, p 172: Through a printer's error the photos

In the JOURNAL'S search for rare
photos, the shot at |eft has been
sent in by Randal B. Hat hway, 158
Babbi tt Road, Thonaston, Connect -
icut. It was taken by M. Carl

M W] cox of Harw nton, Connecti -
cut at the South Boston Navy Yard
sormetine in 1928 and shows the
nane being applied to the Fokker
FRIENDSH P. It was inthis air-
craft, piloted by Bill Schultz
and wi th Lou Gordon as nechani c,
that Amelia Earhart becane the
first woman to cross the Atlantic
Ccean—June 18-19, 1928 from New
foundl and to Wl es--after flight
preparations were made at Boston.
M. W/l cox believes that Arelia
Earhart is in the group of people
at the left side of the picture.

at the top of each colum were transposed and shoul d be
in the opposite col um.

Vol 9, No 1, Rear Cover & Vol 9 No 2, pp 134-35: The
Uruguayan Waco (9/1) shown as Model WHD was actually a
Model JHD; six of these (c/n 4710-715) went to U uguay
pai nted Wuguayan Green. The Quban Waco (9/2) shown as
Model S2HD was actual |y Mbdel S3HD-A, c/n 3954, and was
silver with yelloww ngs, tail and cow. Aircraft sup-
plied to N caragua were one WHD-A, c¢/n 3837, and three
WHD, c/n 4716-718, finished w th gun netal gray.

FROM SWEDEN W TH LOVE

This past sunmer this witer took a trip to Europe
and had the opportunity of neeting AL A H S. Menbers in
several countries on the Continent, nanely, Switzerland,
Denmark and Sweden which in turn proved to be both inter-
esting and enlightening. In fact, the trip really got
off the ground on the flight from Chicago to Zurich via
SWSSAIR S DC-8, HB-1DB, piloted by Menber Dick Schilli-
ger (Flight Captain). | found that aviation and its
history is being pursued with great vigor, that the pri-
vate col lections viewed | eave one with a twi nge of envy,
and that artifacts are being hunted down and attenpts
made to place themin proper places.

I'n southern Sweden | was taken to a nuseumthat had
an interesting roomdevoted to the efforts of one Enoch
Thulin (pronounced Too-I|ean), an aviation entrepreneur
with great fortitude during the difficult years of WVI

The Enoch Thulin NA Fighter (1918) at the Muiseum Lands-
krona, Sweden. (Photo - Mauno A. Sal 0)
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inaneutral country. This gent had FAl Certificate No.
1314 and constructed a mul ti-building factory of some
376,530 sq. ft. for the purpose of building "aeropl anes"
and their engines. At its height, some 800 persons were
enpl oyed, producing 100 aircraft and 600 engi nes, 575 of
which were rotaries ranging from50 to 135 hp engi nes
based on CGhone and Le Rhone designs, the najority being
sold to the Dutch arny. A snall nunber of water-cool ed
engines were built resenbling the Mercedes. This Thulin
wor ks had an aerodynam cs | aboratory devoted to chemstry
and netal lurgy plus a wi nd tunnel of which thereis a
model present at the museumtoday, along with some hard-
wood wedge and flying wing shapes that were tested in
1916! As | recall, there are nine engines present, all
but one being rotaries of Thulin manufacture. |ncluded
are numerous specinmens of beautifully carved scinitar-
shaped propel | ers and propel |l er bl anks. The center "at-
traction" of course, is the sole exanple of the Thulin
NA fighter with Type G Thulin rotary engine of 135 hp.
Another itemof interest is the question of intern-
ed aircraft. There seens to be a nisconception that
nore were interned in Switzerland during WVII than any
other country. This is not true inasmuch as 305 air-
pl anes | anded or crashed in Sweden. The follow ng break-

down wi Il help tell the story:
u. s. British Ger man
68 B17 20 Lancaster 21 Fi-156
59 B-24 18 Mosquito 13 Ju-52/3m
10 P-51 (x) 7 Halifax 12 Bf 109
|  P-38] 2 Skua 8 Ju 88
1 F8 (DH 98) 1 Witley | 7 FwW190
139 1 dC Liberator 6 He 111
1 Swordfish 4 Bestnann
1 Hanpden 4 Ju 34
1 Hudson 4 Bf 110
1 Sterling 3 Ar 95
1 Spitfire 3 Ar 96
1 Wllington 3 Fw189
1 Mustang I 2 Fw196
56 2 Do 17
2 Do 24
2 FwW58
(x) Two P-51s were secretly ab- 2 Fok C 10
sorbed by the RSAF for test pur- 2 Fok C5E
poses. (e was P-51B, 43-6365 1 Bv 138
and was given the identity no. 1 Fw200
26001 1 He 50
1 He 59
1 He 60
(y) Not included in the total. 1 Hs 126
1 Ju 87B
(y) 1 Macchi 202
1 Bf 108
1 Me 210
1 Siebol 204
110

Now a word to you Germanophiles.... Wat happened
to the German aircraft? They were handed over to the
Russi ans by a decision of the Arm stice Comm ssion.
Mauno A. Sal o, 12752 Annette CGrcle, Garden Gove,
California

SOWER! CH SLI DE COLLECTI ON AVAI LABLE

As nost A A H S. Menbers are aware, Mjor Eugene M
Somreri ch, Charter Menber of the A A H S anda long
time photo collector, died a year ago last sumer. Af-
ter taking inventory of his collection to determne its
si ze and conposition, his wife Eve, sold the bl ack and
white negs and 8 x 10 photos to Menber Peter M Bowers.

A conpl ete and separate col |l ection of 35 mm col or
slides is still available, however, and Ms. Sommerich
woul d like to dispose of it to clear up the estate.

W NTER - 1964
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There are approxi mately 4,000 nounted slides, all top
quality as to exposure and composition. They cover
the four general areas of post-WVII U S Mliary,
Gvil, Honebuilt and Antique aircraft, with such itens
as WVI replicas and mdget racers included. Not know
ing the details of the subject, Ms. Sonmerich sent a
representative batch to Pete for evaluation, and he
has declared themto be absol utely tops.

Further general information is available fromPete
at 13826 Des Mvines Way South, Seattle 68, Washington.
The slides are not indexed or even filed al phabeti cal -
ly, so it cannot be said if particular aircraft are
available. The collection is offered for sale as a
unit only. Because of its over-all value and the
nunber of slides involved, it is suggested that the
purchase of this collection would be a good buy for
a partnership or syndicate of people having interests
indifferent types of aircraft.

O fers can be made directly to:
ich, 5520 A entangy Drive, Dayton,

Ms. E. M Somrer-
Chi 0 45431.

SOCI ETY AFFAI RS

REG ONAL H STORI CAL MEETI NGS

When there is an appeal to a person to work for a
cause whi ch he holds in high esteemhe will nearly al -
ways get in and do so, a truismof avocations as well
as religion and politics. For the nost of us who read
the JOURNAL aviation history in one formor another is
our avocation. At the end of this, our ninth year of
publication, are we yet acconplishing our prinary pur-
pose, the recording, preservation and di ssemnation of
the know edge of history of aviation? To what extent
have we created a "society", or association, if you
will, rather than a nane of a publishing group? What
is needed to identify the Members with their Society?

I'n other words, why work harder at it?

I'n nine years we have published thirty-six issues of
the JOURNAL, some 2800 pages and over 3600 phot ographs
of recorded data, representing untold hours of research.
Editorials begun in 1961 have expounded to the Menbers
the why and howwe coul d do nuch nore as an organi zation
than as individuals, and the urgent need to do so is
greater today because the years are running out for the
many persons who were eye-w tnesses to the nmaki ng of
aviation history in the last sixty years.

To be sure, we have acconplished nuch on these fronts;
the formation of |ocal organizations, obtaining of new
Menmbers, continuing the splendid cooperation between
Menbers on research projects, establishnent of nuseum
projects and so on. However, considerable thought has
been given by our Drectors to additional nmeans for iden-
tification of the individual Menber with organized ac-
tivities but without the establishment of an A A H S
chapter systemw th attendant dues apportionments, head-
quarters, officer organiation, etc.

The Board of Drectors has evol ved and di scussed the
following plan. It is proposed that the pattern estab-
lished by the Central States Aero Hstorians during the
past two years should be projected to various other re-
gions. Youwll recall that the Mam Valley Aero His-
torical Society, with the Chio Chapter of Ooss & Cock-
ade and the Wngfoot Lighter-Than-Air Society staged an
extremely entertaining and productive program at Dayton
inJune, with notion pictures, guest speakers, tour of
the Air Force Miseum and even a skit. The subjects
ranged fromearly ballooning to modern aviation, an
exposition, if you please, of local research efforts.

As announced in the Fall 1964 JOURNAL the next Cen-
tral States Meeting will be held on the weekend before
Menorial Day, the 21st-23rd of May. Again, it will be
cooperatively sponsored. The nain thene will be mlitary
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and naval aviation between the wars and certain

papers have already been firmed up for presentation.
However, additional programitens are still needed, and
Menbers in that area who have material for the program
shoul d get in touch with Regional Vice President Robert
L. Cavanagh at 3890 Villanova Drive, Kettering 29, Chio.
One filmin particular, is needed, notion pictures of
the Qurtiss Sparrowhawks in flight or hook-on to Akron
and Macon.

This will be followed in July by a Regional Meeting
in Southern California with pioneer aviators as the main
theme and a portion of the program dedicated to the Ear-
ly Birds. [Initial discussions have been held with vet-
erans' organi zations and others concerning the program
for a three day neeting.

In Cctober the gathering will be at Bradley Field,
Hartford, Conn. It is believed that the Connecticut
Aeronautical Hstorical Association will be nearer to
nmoving into its planned quarters at that tine and the
results of "Qperation Find It" can be assessed. The sug-
gested thenme is, quite naturally, New Engl and Pi oneer
Avi ators.

I'n Decenber 1965 San Francisco will be host to the
Amrerican H storical Association/Pacific Coast Branch.
Prelininary arrangenents for participation in joint
nmeetings with the AHNV PCB and the A. A H S. have been
made. The purposed theme is Commerce and Aviation in
the West.

Beyond t hat, suggestions have been made for quarter-
l'y regional neetings sponsored by the local historical
groups in Washington, D. C, Dallas/Ft. Wrth and Chi -
cago. The plan is to continue each of themon an annual
basis, once started, and to enlarge by bringing into be-
ing new groups in different areas. This inter-society
cooperation will be of benefit to all in both its fra-
ternal aspects and the discovery of new facets of avia-
tion history. The various papers presented will provide
addi tional sources of material for the JOURNAL, as well
as those of the other participating organizations.

James J. Sl oan

REDI SOOVER NG LOCAL H STCRY

In the State of Connecticut a programcalled "Qper-
ation Find It" has been | aunched anong t he schools to
dig into the attic trunks for material that depicts avi-
ation in any manner; airplane remmants, photographs,
books and periodical s, aviator uniforms, war souvenirs,
autographs, letters and personal effects of fanous avia-
tors, or whatever. The idea is to sal vage and revi ew
all such material in the light of its historical inpor-
tance before it inadvertently is destroyed through ig-
norance of its val ue.

The programis sponsored by the 9315thAir Force Re-
serve Squadron and is aided by the 28 CGvil Air Patrol
Squadrons throughout the state. It has received support
by local and state levels of civic and governnent agen-
cies, as well. Once an itemhas been found and perm s-
sion given by the owner to donate it, the CAP senior
officers collect and deliver it to a collection depot.

To provide incentives for the "treasure hunt" nore
than a thousand prizes have been donated by the state's
industries and firnms, to be awarded at the close of the
school year. Dr. Paul A Garber, Chief CQurator, Nation-
al Air Museum Lt. Col. WIliamF. Curry, Director of
the Air Force Central Miseumand Harvey H Li ppi ncott,
President of the Connecticut Aeronautical H storical
Association will serve as a panel to select category
winners for the awards of prizes ranging up to a Piper
Cher okee ai rpl ane.

The prime mover in "Qperation Find It" has been
Capt. WIlliamJ. O Dwyer of the 9315th AFRS and C A HA
The CAHA wll ultimately receive the aviation nater-
ial for its nuseumat Bradley Field.

A A H'S. Mnbers can take renewed interest in find-
ing simlar material in our own bailiw cks. That there
is much to be found has been denonstrated already in

Connecti cut; nmany airpl ane engi nes, propellers, instru-
ments, books and nagazi nes, and even the frame of a WVI
Standard E-1 bipl ane has been turned up.

An area of historical activity receiving nore atten-
tion recently, is that of tape recorded i ntervi ews, and
a project is currently under way to conpile a list of
all the oral history recordings anong the Menbers of the
A AHS WIliamW dark of Los Angel es, who has him
sel f nmade many recordings of the speeches by famous avi -
ation personalities, is wrking at this. Al of those
who have simlar tapes in their collections are urged
to send, not the tape itself, but a description, to Bill.
The description should contain the names of those being
interviewed, date, length of recording, speed and track,
and a brief account of the subject matter covered. H's
address is 1225 Wstgate, Los Angeles, California, 90025.

NEGATI VE LENDI NG LI BRARY

A suppl enment to the catal og of negatives in the

A. A H S. negative lending library has been made avail abl e,
according to Roger Besecker. The suppl ement contains
several hundred recently donated negative nunmbers. A
copy may be obtained fromRoger at 1349 North Wahneta,

Al lentown, Pa., for 15 cents in coin or stanps, or 10
cents and a self-addressed No. 10 envelope. The entire
catalog is available at 50 cents, including supplenent.

NEW MEMBERS

Bi || ANDERSON, 334 Manzanita, Ventura, Calif. Interest-
ed in all phases of aviation, primarily aviation photog-
raphy, both aerial and ground.

Maj or Ross J. ANKEN, 510 Piper Dr.,
Been serving with USAF for 23 years,
interested i n nodel buil ding.

Madi son, Wse. 53711
not aspilot, andis

WIlliamF. BELL, 500 Barrywood Dr., Nashville, Tenn.
Served as aerial photographer with Navy Hurricane Hunt-
ers", collects books on nmilitary aviation history.

Rodney BENSON, Rt 8, Box 30A, Morgantown, W Va. Min-

ly interested in WVII and hopes to be Navy pilot.

J. Roger BENTLEY, 805 Malta Lane, Silver Spring, M.
Has nmade exhaustive study of airline livery colors and
mar ki ngs; has 808 scal e nodel s representing al nost 400
airline conpani es of every type.

Noah L. BEUCH, 16616 Holton St., La Puente, Calif.
Served in Oficers Training LTA 1919-22 and in Naval
Aviation during WVII. In mssiles for past 15 years.

Lt. J. Ward BOYCE, 9 Calle el Haleon, Camarillo, Calif.
Interested in history of nilitary aviation, all nations,
and has col l ection of uniforms/flight gear, 1914-1964.

Earl W BRACKEN, 1084 Ross Ave., St. Paul, Mnn. 55106
Model buil der for several years and interested in air-
craft fromWVII to the present.

James T. BRADY, 4512 Johnson St. Hollywood, Fla. 33021
Wth 64th Airdrome Squadron during WWII with 8th and
9th Air Forces. Wth Pan Arerican Airways since 1951.

Donald F. BROMN, 23 Long Lane, Levittown, N.Y. 11756
Col | ector of books, engine manual s, draw ngs, etc. cov-
ering aviation history for the past 35 years.

Janes 0. BUTLER 9721 DeerfieldPl., WII oughby, Chio.
Has built all types of nodels, currently very interest-
ed in racing planes and WVH. Past President of Chap-
ter 118 (Painesville), Experimental Aircraft Assoc.
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