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SOCIETY AFFAIRS

EDI TORI AL: THE CHALLENGE

According to some expert observers, we are nearing
the end of an era. Not so long ago a popul ar magazi ne
carried the headline, "The Coning Death of the W nged
Air Force", and went on to explain the dimnishing role
to be played by winged aircraft in the nilitary forces
of the future. Mich concern is being shown for the econ-
om c status of the great aircraft manufacturing corpor-
ations, who face a bl eak production fani ne brought about
by curtailnent of mlitary orders. New shapes and radi -
cal ly changed design concepts now appearing nmay once
again provide the stimulus for further progress, but
fromother industrial conplexes. What the future hol ds
for the airplane and the giant aviation industry that has
has advanced its usefulness so rapidly in the past three
decades only the passage of tine will reveal.

Decenber 17 of this year will mark the 60th anniv-
ersary of the first man-carrying, powered, controlled
flight of an airplane. Wthin |less than an average nman's
lifetime, we have seen one of the greatest inventions of
manki nd develop froma sport into the dom nant force in-
fluencing the course of civilization. Even now we are
groping, trying to appraise the effects the many uses of
the airplane have brought to our rapidly changing world.
The pioneers can only view with awe, and possibly dismay,
the turn of events which projected their brainchild into
the influential position it now occupies. The Wi ght
Brothers and denn Curtiss would be amazed.

W in A A HS. can appreciate the significance of
these observations nuch nore keenly than the general
public. W are well aware of the trenmendous technical
advances made in aviation in the past quarter century,
and recogni ze the effect this has had on broadening the
usef ul ness of aviation to mankind. A good many of us
have personally w tnessed or participated in the events
whi ch shaped the devel opnent of aviation. Therefore, it
can be said with assurance that we are as qualified as
anyone to conpile the record of aviation's evolution in
this country. We were there.'

Napol eon viewed history as "a nyth agreed upon".
Henry Ford once said, "History is the bunk.'" H R Smth
observed, "After you've heard two eye-w tness accounts
of an auto accident, you begin to wonder about what pas-
ses for history." Countless others have expressed vary-
ing opinions on the conpiling and witing of history.

Yet the fact renmins that know edge of history is of
great inportance in our daily living, and leads to a bet-
ter understanding of the events which shape our future.
To appreciate this in personal terms, consider the plight
of the ammesia victim who has to live his |ife wthout
know edge of his past experiences.

The Anerican Aviation Hi storical Society is the
first organization of its type in this country. W are
dedicated to the recording and conpiling of the national
history of the devel opnent of all aviation in the U S.
and to its preservation and dissem nation. That our
mssion is a worthy one and of definite value to our
culture is unquestioned. How well A A HS wll accom
plish this mission will depend upon the enthusiastic
acceptance by its Menbers of the challenge to seek out
the facts inpartially and persistently. It is a chall-
enge worthy of our best efforts, for a conplete under-
standi ng of the inpact of aviation on the course of civ-
ilization has yet to be determined. This will remain
for the historians of future generations to realize--
our immediate task is to provide the factual data from
which they will work.

This will be the last editorial | will address to
you as your President. For health reasons | am declin-
ing further office in AAHS. ,6 effective upon conpletion
of ny termin July. It has been a privilege and a pl ea-
sure to serve you, and | hope that | have brought you an
appreciation of the great opportunities which lie before
us. The one thought that | wish to |leave with you is ny
belief that the challenge stated above can be net and
our m ssion acconplished |F we as Menbers will devote
our utnost efforts with zeal and dedication to the com
non goal. The old Air Force notto, "The difficult we
do today; the inpossible takes a little longer" can well
be our guide. Nothing is inpossible if we will devote
our best efforts and give full cooperation. The chall -
enge is before us—are we equal to the challenge? |

believe we are. George A Hardie, Jr.

CAHA ENTERS TELEVI SI ON

The nost inportant aspect of the Connecticut Aero-
nautical Historical Association, Inc. is its avowed pur-
pose to educate the public upon our aeronautical heritage.
The means used to put into force the educational program
of the CAHA are nany and varied. The program of youth
education in connection with the Al YDA program has been
previously described in the JOURNAL. Three public |ec-
tures given in various cities of Connecticut are presen-
ted each year by the CAHA to its nmenbers, guests and the
general public. Prominent lecturers, Dr. I.1. Sikorsky,
Paul E. Garber, Adrian 0. Van Wen, etc. have been fea-
tured. Also, the CAHA will lecture and talk before
school s, organizations and interested groups as requested.
The publications program now just getting under way, wll
add anot her educational dinmension to the program through
the Association’s own Journal, Historical Reports, and
books. The CAHA believes, and has shown over and over
again, that an organi zati on which has public education or
service as its cardinal precept will flourish fromirre-
si stabl e satisfaction of doing good.

A further public educational service of CAHA has
been the | aunching of a series of television prograns
on aeronautical history over WIIC-TV 3, one of Hartford's
maj or stations. These hal f-hour Sunday afternoon pro-
grans are featured on the public service program"Percep-
tion", sponsored by the Hartford Board of Education. Two
prograns have been given: "Air Racing" on March 24, and
"The Granville Brothers Story" on April 28. Two addition-
al progranms are schedul ed--a sunmer programto feature
bal | ooning history and a full-scale balloon flight across
Connecticut, and a fall programexpected to feature WVI
avi ation. These prograns are under the jurisdiction of
the CAHA Educational and Publications Comrittee with Al -
derson Magee, responsible for production and coordi na-
tion with the tel evision studio.

For the two racing prograns the Laird "Sol ution"
was brought to the TV studio and erected. Pratt & Wit-
ney Aircraft Corp. |loaned a Wasp, Jr. engine (sane as
originally used in the "Solution"). Many nenmbers and
friends all over the country |l oaned filns, photographs
and nodels. Newsreel files were conbed and many clips
| oaned wi t hout charge for showing on this non-profit ed-
ucational program Only one filmservice insisted upon
a fee. The cooperation extended was splendid, with Char-
les G Mandrake giving outstanding assi stance.

The "Air Racing" program opened with Harvey H. Lip-
pincott, CAHA President, and Dick Bertel, program host,
seated discussing the CAHA, its origins, programand ains.
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Seen during CAHA tel evision programon air racing are (1. to r.) Ray Peck, P & WA veteran ser-
vice representative who supervised installation of original engine in Laird "Solution" seen in
background; Bick Bertel, Program host; and Harvey H. Lippincott. At the left is the "Wasp,

Jr." engine. (Photo - WII C TV3)

Then the canera focused upon a scal e nodel of G enn
Curtiss' "Golden Flyer" which was the first airplane to
win a staged public air race - the CGordon Bennett tro-
phy speed race at Rheims, France in 1909. A year |ater
this very sanme airplane flown by Charles K Hamlton
made the first bona fide flight of an airplane in Con-
necticut.

Wth this transition the programcentered on a nar-
rative of the history of air racing from 1909 to 1930,
illustrated by a series of nmotion and still pictures
covering actual filns of the Rheins, Doolittle-Schneider
and British-Snieder wins. At the end of the narrative,

a series of still photographs illustrated the history of
the Laird "Solution", after which the caneras centered
upon the actual airplane. The history and construction
of the "Solution" was discussed by Lippincott and Bertel,
Al der son Magee told how he found and acquired the air-
plane for the CAHA, and Ray Peck, Chairman of the CAHA
Board of Directors, appeared as "one who was there" to
tell the story of the building of the "Solution", the
frantic last few days before the Thonpson Trophy race,
the installation of the Wasp, Jr. (which he actually
supervi sed) and the preparation of the airplane for the
race. Wth the caneras on the "Wasp, Jr.", Peck, who is
Assi stant Service Manager of P&WA, described the engine
wi th deep know edge.

For the "Granville Brothers Story", the program op-
ened with Lippincott and Bertel before the Laird "Sol u-
tion", thereby connecting the previous program and dis-
cussed the finding and acquisition of the original Cee
Bee airplane drawings. This led into the illustrated
narrative of the Cee Bee's.

At the conclusion of the narrative, Dick Bertel
i nterviewed CAHA nenbers Edward H G anville, who told
the story of the Granville Brothers and their airplanes;
Howell W MIller, who described "Tine Flies" racer which
he designed for Frank Hawks; and Ms. Maude Tait Moriar-
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ty, who described her wonen's speed record attenpt in
the Wasp- powered Gee Bee Model Y.

The results of these prograns were an i nmedi ate
increase in nenbership and publicity for CAHA, several
donations of historical material, sone historical infor-
mation dissemnated to the public, and a splendid public
denonstration of CAHA's educational character.

SFPCA SETS GOAL OF MUSEUM I N BAY AREA

The Society For the Preservation of Commercial Air-
craft has begun a very active canpaign to establish a
museum at the Qakland Metropolitan Airport and has, wth-
in recent weeks, obtained endorsenents for the project
fromboth of California's Senators, Sen. dair Engle(d)
and Sen. Thomas H. Kuchel (r) and fromM. W A Patter-
son, President of United Air Lines. The objective is a
museum | arge enough, with staff and mai ntenance fundi ng
as well as acquisition funding, to house several trans-
port and other commercial aircraft on permanent exhibit.

The Chairman of the SFPCA is A A H S. Menber, Eugene
W Lassers, of Burlingame, California. He was prine no-
ver in organizing a conmttee of Bay Area business and
prof essional men, and their canpaign so far has resulted
in pronmised Cakl and Airport space and support of various
muni ci pal and avi ati on conmerce organi zati ons. Mnetary
support for the drive is derived through nenberships in
SFPCA and contributions. Those interested in establish-
ing a museumof air comerce are invited to send $1 to
the SFPCA at 405 Concord \Way, Burlingame, California.

Gakl and Airport was first opened in June 1927 for
the takeoff of Lts. Maitland and Hagenberger for their
flight to Hawaii in the BIRD OF PARADI SE. Ernest Smith
and Enory Bronte took off in July, the first civilians
to fly fromQakland to Hawaii in the CITY OF QAKLAND. A
few eeks later, in August, the Dole Race was held, with
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all contestants taking off from Cakland; Arthur Goebel

and Lt. Wn V. Davis (later Admral, USN (Ret.)) flewto
Hawaii in the WOOL , followed by Martin JenSen and

Paul Schluter in the ALOHA, the only aircraft to survive
in the race. The Airport was dedicated in Septenber
1927 by Col onel Charles Lindbergh. Another notable
flight originating at Oakland was the flight of the
SOUTHERN CROSS to Australia in 1928, nade by Captains
Ki ngsford-Smith, Um Lyon, and Janes \arner.

Eugene Lassers and the committee of the SFPCA have
di scussed airport property suitable for the nuseum site
with the Port of QCakland Authority and report favorable
consi derati on.

EARLY Al RCRAFT ASSCC. REVI EW8 PROGRESS | N CHI CAGO

During the past year and one-half,the Early Air-
craft Association has met fairly frequently with prog-
ranms of interest to many A A H S. Menbers, as recently
revi ewed by Ernest W MDowel |, chairman of that group.
He stated that consideration is being given to nore for-
mal ties to the AAHS., with the launching of a com
mttee for action intended to enroll all A A HS Mnbers
in the area. More participation and greater prograns
are desired, he said, in a letter to the Secretary re-
questing direction and aid in formng a |local A A HS.
chapter.

Prograns presented so far have incl uded:

"The U-2 Story", by John Zaw ski and Phil Wham

"The Fireball Story", by Ernest MDowell.

"Fort Wayne Air Races", by Arthur Kreiger.

"The Boeing 707", by Frank M Cornack.

"Mar ki ngs of 8th Air Force Fighter G oups", by
Ceorge Letzter.

"MAT.S. ", by Dick Mkes.

O her prograns by Bob Arthur and Chris Sokenson,

Ral ph Warner and Don Rodgers, covered subjects from
flying scal e nodel s and engi nes, book collecting, air-
craft photography and technical aspects of book publish-
ing, as well as a report on conbat cargo operations in
Korea. Photography contests, field trips, nmotion pic-
tures and "swap nights" are planned for the i mediate
future.

Wth such a well-rounded program all that is need-
ed for greater enjoyment, is nore new nmenbers. All
those in the Chicago area are urged to get in touch with
Ernest W MDowel |l at 1922 W Berenice, Chicago 13, I11.

GENERAL FOULO S ADDRESSES A. A.H. S. LOS ANGELES GROUP

The veteran air officer, pioneer flyer and, at one
tine, only pilot, navigator, instructor, observer and
comander in the U. S. Arny’s heavier-than-air section,
Maj or General Benjamn D. Foul ois, USAF, (Ret.) address-
ed the Anerican Aviation Historical Society Menbers in
Los Angeles on April 8th, last. General Foulois is now
nearly 84 and has been continuously active in mlitary
air affairs since 1908. He becane Chief of the U S Ar-
my Air Corps in 1931, clinmaxing a distinguished career
that included flying with Oville Wight in the accep-
tance trials of the U S. Arny's Nunber One airplane
and Chief of the Air Service, AEF. in W\I. Hs act-
ive service career actually dates fromJuly, 1898 when
he enlisted in the Arny, subsequently to fight in Puerto
Rico and the Philippines in the years before being ass-
igned to aviation duty.

The subject of General Foul ois' address was, nat-
urally, aviation history, entitled "Early Arny Aviation"
He spoke before nearly 100 assenbl ed Menbers of the So-
ciety at the Institute of the Aerospace Sciences build-
ing, Beverly Boul evard, Los Angel es.

AVI ATI ON HI STORI ANS PLAN COHI O ORGANI ZATI ON

Forty historical aviation enthusiasts from Northern
Ohio, Mchigan and Illinois held a neeting in the Pilot's
Lounge at Bourke Lakefront Airport in Cleveland April 20,
to discuss the organi zation of an Chio Aviation H stor-
ical Association. Prelimnary plans for such an organi -
zation are already noving forward in OChio and other Md-
western states are expected to follow Tentative organ-
izational plans call for three chapters to be based in
Cl evel and, Col unbus and Dayton areas with a centrally
|l ocated state coordinating office.

The new group woul d function as an agency to save
and restore aeronautical records, materials, relics and
ot her objects of historical significance. It would sup-
pl ement work being done by other historical groups as
wel |l as perform ng functions that present national and
| ocal i zed groups cannot adequately handl e.

I ndi vidual s attending the C evel and neeting display-
ed outstanding collections of historical photographs,
nodel s, publications, art and relics. Myvies and slides
of Pre-World Il air racing and World War | aircraft pro-
vided the entertai nment portion of the program

Pl ans were al so nade for a representative group to
attend a regional neeting of the Anerican Aviation Hi s-
torical Society at the Air Force Museumin June where it
was anticipated further plans for the Chio H storical
Associ ation woul d be fornul ated.

A. A.H S. Menber Chuck Mandrake spear headed the
April 20th neeting. Al those Menbers in or near deve-
land are urged to get in touch with Mandrake at 7 |sa-
belle Street, Ashtabula, Onio.

A M LWAUKEE GATHERI NG

M | waukee area nenbers of A A H S and Cross and
Cockade, and several other enthusiasts, met in an infor-
nal get-together on Saturday, March 16, at the home of
Menber Joseph Doerflinger, Sr., World War | and pi oneer
airline pilot. The program opened with a discussion by
Bill Gebhard on the art of scale nodeling with plastic
kits. The fine points of collecting out-of-print books
was brought out by Larry Penn. Col. Edward LaC are, re-
cently retired fromthe Air Force, related sonme of his
experiences as a P-38 pilot with the 1st Pursuit G oup,
and as commander of the 94th Pursuit Squadron for a
time. He also flew in the Korean War.

Mai n course of the afternoon was a lecture with
slides, by M. Doerflinger, on the Gernman aces of World
War |. From his experiences as a pilot with the fanous
Ri cht of en Squadron, he related bits about the aces from
the German vi ewpoint, which in nmany cases varies from
the nore generally popular version. O special interest
to WA buffs present was the pronunciation of nanmes and
pl aces as given in the original tongue by M. Doerflin-
ger. He is also preparing lectures on French and Brit-
ish aces for future neetings.

After lunch, sponsored by M. Doerflinger, slides
taken at the Battle Creek air show and at the Air Force
Miseum were shown by Pres. George Hardie. The final
itemon the programwas a series of slides presented by
M. Doerflinger showing aircraft and scenes of the Afri-
can country along the pioneering route of Latecoere Air-
lines, forerunner of today's Air France. These were en-
riched by accounts of his experiences as a pilot on this
airline from1922 to 1928, also related in his book,
"Stepchild Pilot".

CAHA HEARS PROPELLER STORY

Through the courtesy of Hamlton-Standard Division,
United Aircraft Corp., a splendid evening was enjoyed by
the CONNECTI CUT AERONAUTI CAL HI STORI CAL ASSOCI ATI ON, | NC.
on the subject of aircraft propeller history on Septem-
ber 21, 1962. Menbers and guests were treated to a fine
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di nner at Hamilton-Standard’s dining roomin their Wnd-
sor Locks plant. As each group of eight finished their
neal, an H S CAHA nenber, in charge, escorted the group
through the propeller manufacturing facilities on a per-
sonal |y conducted tour where the latest HS propellers
and manufacturing techni ques were observed.

At the conclusion of the tour the groups gathered
at the HS auditorium and studied the propeller exhibit
assenbl ed by CAHA and HS. The earliest propeller ex-
hi bited was a 1909 Charavay while the | atest was a fi ber
gl ass bl ade propeller for use on the T64 Turbine appli-
cation. Significant exanples of H S propeller devel op-
ment were illustrated. These extended fromthe Matthews
Br ot hers wooden propel | er desi gned by Thomas Hanilton,
founder of HS, and used on a Curtiss H 16 flying boat,
to an early Hamilton Aero wooden and ot her metal ground-
adj ust abl e, two-position, hydromatic, and variable cam-
ber types.

Seen at the aircraft propeller history neeting at Ham-

ilton-Standard are (1. to r.) Ceorge F. Smithy nmaker of
the ol dest Connecticut propeller extant (1910); Ceorge

Rosen, eminent H S engineer; Harvey L. Lippincott, Pres-
dent of CAHA and recently elected Director of the

A A HS.; and Carl F. Schory, retired H'S service ngr.

The em nent George Rosen, Chief of Aerodynam cs and
Hydr odynam cs, of Hamilton-Standard, prepared and deliv-
ered an outstanding | ecture on "The Historical Devel op-
nment of the Aircraft Propeller." George Rosen is the
inventor of the new variable canber propeller now under
devel opnent by Hamilton-Standard for STOL and TOOL appl -
ications. He is anong the forenost aircraft propeller
engineers in the world today.

This paper, the first conprehensive history of air-
craft propellers witten in recent times, covered the
devel opnent of propellers fromthe first reference to an
early Chinese concept, through windnills, Cayley, Ritch-
el, Hargrave, the Wight Brothers, Turnbull, Hamlton,

Di cks, and on into future concepts and usage. The |ec-

ture was illustrated with colored slides. CAHA and
A A H'S. Menber Carl F. Schory, Assistant to the Divis-
ional President, and Roy Wendell, Director of Public

Rel ations for H S made the program possible.

PAUL E. GARBER TELLS AIR NAI L STORY BEFORE CAHA

At the Wnter Meeting of the CAHA held at Bridge-
port on Decenber 7, 1962, Paul E. Garber, A A HS Mm
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ber, Head Curator and Hi storian of the National Air Mis-
eum of the Smithsonian Institution and Honorary Menber
of CAHA, presented a profusely illustrated | ecture on
the story of air mail fromthe earliest balloon nail to
today's jet powered air mail system

Exhi bits on air mail stanps, covers, nmil plane
nodel s where shown. The neeting was dedicated to the
menory of CAHA and A A.H'S. Menber, Jules D. Wagner, who
had recently given his life flying the mail and who had
pl anned to attend the neeting. A highlight of the neet-
ing was the presentation to the CAHA by Newt Heisley of
the original art work by Keith Ferris for the three ill -
ustrations of the Gee Bee R |1 Racer published in ANTI QUE
Al RPLANES QUARTERLY W nter 1962 issue.

COM NG EVENTS

July 12: Fourth Annual Meeting of American Aviation
Hi storical Society. Place: Miseum of Science
and | ndustry, 700 State Drive, Exposition
Park, Los Angeles 37, Calif. Time: 8:00 P.M
to 11: 00 P.M Cuest Speaker: M. Frederick
CGoer ner, announcer, KCBS Radi o, San Franci sco.
Subj ect: Mystery of the Disappearance of
Anrel ia Earhart.

July 13-17: Seventeenth Annual Al Wnen's Transcontin-
ental Air Race (Powder Puff Derby) from Bak-
ersfield, California to Atlantic Gty, N J.

July 17-20: International Ninety-N nes Annual at Okl aho-
ma City, Cklahoma.

July 28-Aug. 4: National Mdel Airplane Contest, U S.
Naval Air Station, Los Alanmitos, California.
Air Show includes Navy's "Blue Angels", F-11F
Aerobatic Team and "Chuting Stars".

Aug. 1-6: Experinental Aircraft Association Fly-In at

Rockford, Illinois.

Los Angeles Area A.A . H S. Menber's Meeting

at Los Alamitos Naval Air Station.

Cct. 31-Nov. 3: Reunion of FMAFVA at Deauville Hotel,
Mam, Florida. Mdrt Rosenthal, Chairnan.

Aug. 2:

the EDITOR’S

COMMENTS

This year pronmises to be one of great change for
your Society. W have entered the eighth year of publi-
cation of this JOURNAL and the paid-up nenbership is
past the 1,500 mark, in fact, nearly doubling during
1962 over the previous year. It would seemthis is a
good point to pause and review.

First of all, as nmentioned in the Spring issue,
Kenn C. Rust is taking over as Editor of the JOURNAL,
begi nning with the Fall, 1963 issue. Kenn has been a

frequent contributor and a nost enthusiastic supporter.
Speaking as the current editor, we must express our
great appreciation to Kenn for assuming this position
for we know of the great demands upon tinme and energy
required to wite to prospective authors, gather mater-
ial, edit, prepare for publication, oversee the printing,
packaging and mailing of each issue. However, this wll,
with the managenent of the nenbership records and mail -
ing of back issues, now be a full-time occupation with
Kenn.

Speaki ng on behal f of the Board of Directors and
the Officers, and for you, the Society Menbers, we al so
acknow edge the sacrifice that Kenn Rust will be making
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this his full-time occupation. Wile the future holds
great opportunity for the new Editor, it nust be recog-
ni zed that in the next year or so he will be serving
with al nost no nonetary renunerati on. Few individuals
can, or will, assune responsibilities under such circum-
stances .

Qur i medi ate goal nust be the continued rapid
grow h of the Society to a m ninum of 3,000 nenbers.
Wth the incone therefromwe shall be able to print the
required nunber of JOURNAL copies and to pay a reason-
able salary for at least one full-tinme person, the Edi-
tor. Since this is a non-profit corporation, no incone
can ever accrue to the personal benefit of any Menber or
enpl oyee, and our future incone, as in the past, is pled-
ged entirely to the purposes of the Society, which in-
cludes the publication of the JOURNAL. W have cong,in
| ess than eight years, froma nodest, m nmeographed pub-
lication of 200 copies through, or alnpst through, the
i nternedi cate phase of growth to 2000 copies, requiring
the conplete, 100% spare tine of several dedicated in-
di vidual s serving as volunteers because we do not have
the noneys to pay anyone to do the job. It is inpera-
tive that we increase to a mininumof 3000 within the
next 12 nmonths in order to assure the continuation of
thi s organization.

In the beginning there was one,Bill Larkins. In
early 1956 he sent letters to 60 of his correspondents
asking support, at $3 each for a publication which would
attenpt to docunent, as source material, the history of
aviation. He received imediate replies from 20, and
with that he launched publication of the JOURNAL, 30
m neogr aphed pages, with two pages of photographs. The
collating, stapling, addressing, stuffing of envel opes
and neiling was done with the help of his wife, from
his hone. This prevailed for three years, a heavy drain
on spare tinme.

Real i zing this could not continue, for by the end
of 1958 we had grown to over 450 nmenbers, we fornmed an
editorial conmmttee who put together the next two issues,
Spring and Summer 1959. In the summer, Dr. Cerald E.
Weel er, then Professor of History at San Jose State
Col | ege and now Assi stant Dean, Hi story Departnent, took
over the editing and, with the help of his secretary at
the Coll ege, muintained publication until the Fall of
1960. Dr. Weeler was reelected again to the Board of
Directors at the |last Annual Meeting and continues to
advi se the Society in matters historical.

Your present Editor assuned the obligations of the
JOURNAL with the beginning of 1961. It has been an ex-
trene pleasure to serve, and we have received correspon-
dence from hundreds of the Society Menbers. It is hoped
that in the imediate future we shall be able to reply
to those letters yet unanswered, an accunul ati on of
over two years.

We nmust al so express sincere appreciation for the
cooperation given by the authors in the preparation of
articles. There have been many significant contribu-
tions to the recorded history of aviation, enhanced in
| arge neasure by the interchange and conplinent of re-
search between several, and even many, Menbers.

As one who has been in on the headquarters opera-
tion during these years, this Editor nust publicly ex-
press great adniration and appreciation in these colums
to all those who have helped with the adm nistration in
the past: to Warren D. Shipp and his part in organizing
what | ater becane the present corporate structure; to
WIlliamA Riley the first corporation Secretary and
Harry S. Gann, its first Treasurer; to R T. "Doc" Hood
who experienced the great increase in admnistrative
menbership duties in the past four years and to Frank C
Boyce who cane in to |lift this load. That this organi -
zation has been able to continue has been due to the
hard work of these nen. Journals have been late, there
have been foul -ups in the records, and in mailings, but
for the npst part the Menbership has been served well.

As the JOURNAL enters a new era, under a new edi -
tor, it may be well to hear the new editor's feelings

about this. He recently stated as follows:

"Wt hout doubt the JOURNAL is already the best
and npst conprehensive publication covering the his-
tory of aviation anywhere in the world. Its quality
is unmatched, but its circulation is far under what
it should be. The JOURNAL is now received by |ess
than 2000 nenbers when there are tens of thousands
of interested persons, in this country al one, who
woul d relish the pages of each issue if they were
famliar with it. This lowcirculation is a matter
that nmust be, and will be, corrected to get the
broadest possible field of readers for the countless
first rate articles which A A H'S. Mnbers annually
bring to life in the pages of our publication.

"On the subject of content, many Menbers have
found that, for them not enough space is devoted to
current aviation history. This is recognized as a
problem but it is one which can be easily overcone.
After a study of the current range of publications
available to the aviation enthusiast, it is ny opin-
ion that all of us can obtain the fully rounded, ov-
erall view of aviation by reading the JOURNAL and
supplenenting it with the Royal Air Force Flying
Review. This is a nonthly nmagazi ne published in
Engl and whi ch gives a concise and accurate apprai sal
of current devel opnents in aviation, adding sone
first rate historical pieces and fine 3-views. Cb-
taining the RAF Flying Review annually can be accom-
plished by sending $4.00 to the nagazine at: Mercury
House, 109-119 Waterl oo Road, London, S.E. |, England.

"Wth other publications adequately covering
current aviation devel opments, the JOURNAL will con-
tinue with increasing power to devote itself to the
real, past history of aviation, devel oping studies
in depth on a wi de range of subjects. The energy is
there, and it will be ny job to give it direction
and nake each effort part of a cohesive whole.

"The purpose of the JOURNAL will be to give the
fullest space to the subjects closest to its readers.
That it mght do an even better job than in the past
wi Il depend on each Menber hel pi ng where and how he
can. Therefore, contributions of all |engths and
of all types, and on all subjects of aviation his-
tory will be wel comed by the new Editor. If you
have sonething in mind, let me know so that its use
in the JOURNAL mi ght be discussed."

We al so thank here Messrs. Robert H Hufford and
Robert B. Casari for their work in the fields of trans-
port aviation and of bibliography and the readers can
l ook forward for a long time to the results of their in-
itiative and interest. W shall see the continued parti -
ci pation of Janmes E. Dunavent, who has given nmuch assis-
tance on layout and other special contributions, and War-
ren Oberhaus and Richard K Smth for sincere and hel pful
criticism

A final word. You, the Menbers, nake up this Soc-
iety. You pay the bills and you provide the information
to be printed. If you don't |ike sonething, say so. And
if you are thinking about aviation history and want to
set the record straight, use the Mail Sack columms. No-
thing whets the interest like a good, factual, soberly
presented controversy.

This year 1963 is al so seeing a change in printer
and handl i ng of back issues. Beginning with the Spring
issue Wal ker-Snmith,Inc. of Wiittier, California have be-
cone the printers for the JOURNAL. By the end of this
year the centralization of the editor and printer, with
both able to give full time to their work, will bring a
greater degree of reliability and consistency to the
preparation and mailing of the JOURNAL.

Back issues, also being centralized, will be nore
rapidly nailed to the nmany Menbers ordering themas |ong
as the supply lasts. It would seemwell to point out
whi ch ones are available at this tine and also to ann-
ounce a firmpolicy regarding their price. Al issues
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of Volunes 1, 2 and 3 are now available, and they are
priced at $1.25 per issue or $5.00 per Volune. Al sub-
sequent back issues will be available at $1.50 per issue
or $6.00 per Volune, effective from1l July 1963 onward.
Availability of these is as follows: Volume 4--issue

No. 1 only; Volune 5, issue No. 1 only; Volume 6--all;
Vol une 7--issues No. 3 and 4 only.

SACRAMENTO A. A. H. S. MEMBERS HOLD FI RST MEETI NG

Menbers residing in and around Sacranento gat hered
together on the evening of April 27 to mark the begin-
ning of organized A A H 'S activity in the Northern
California area.

The nmeeting was held in the California Air National
Guard hall, adjacent to Mcdellan Field. This facility
was made avail abl e through the courtesy of Col. Ravolet-
ti of the local Guard headquarters. A nunmber of guests
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fromthe San Francisco Bay Area chapter arrived early
and were wel conmed at an informal dinner at the Candl e-
rock Lounge prior to the schedul ed neeting.

As this was the initial nmeeting of the group, a
special invitation was issued to all |ocal residents
with an interest in aviation history, as well as those
who had participated in flying activities in past years,
such as the Air Mail Pioneers, nenbers of the OX-5 C ub,
and those working on honmebuilt aircraft or replicas. A
turnout of 35 people was recorded, and this is expected
to increase at future neetings.

Janes Barton, a pioneer aviator who has been active
since 1921 and who worked on many of the epic air-war
notion pictures such as "Wngs" and "Hells' Angels"
showed several reels of filmfeaturing notion picture
flying by Frank dark and Al Wlson. His intimte know-
| edge of the activities of the era, and the personal -
ities involved, provided some especially interesting
si de comments for the audience.

FROM THE MEMBERS

The FROM THE MEMBERS section includes the MAIL
SACK col ums, | NTRODUCI NG NEW MEMBERS and WANTS, DI S-
POSALS & | NFORVATI ON NEEDED. The first and last are
open to all Menbers of the Society for comment on any
aspect of aviation history or expressions regarding
the affairs of the Society, and for placing ads to ob-
tain or trade material or to obtain information for a
research project. The latter is not for commerci al
type advertising. | NTRODUCI NG NEW MEMBERS is a sec-
tion devoted to letting all Menbers neet newconers to
the Society and is prepared by the Editor.

Deadl i ne dates for placing material in this sec-
tion are the first day of February, May, August and
Cct ober. Each piece nust be acconpani ed by the nane
and address of the Menmber and is sent to the Secretary,
A.AHS , P.O Box 3307, dendale 1, California.

MAIL SACK

MORE _ON B- 29 MARKI NGS

During the past nmonth Menber Ed Ferko has made
avail abl e several letters he received in the early
1950s pertinent to the markings carried on 20th Air
Force B-29s during World War Il. They help fill in
sone of the gaps in, BOVBER MARKINGS OF THE TWENTI ETH
A. F. which appeared in the JOURNAL, Fall, 1962 and are
reproduced here in part.

"...ny conbat outfit was the 676th Bonb Squadron
of the 444th Bonb G oup, 58th Bonb Wng of the 20th
Bonber Command: a B-29 outfit which operated out of
Dudkundi in India, Dwanghan in China and Tinian |Island
in the Pacific.

"Pl anes of the 676th Bomb Squadron had a G een
band about two feet wide all the way around the fuse-
| age between the gunner”s blisters and the trailing
edge of the wing. The other Bonb Squadrons of the
Goup were as follows: the 677th planes carried a
simlar Yellow band and those of the 678th carried a
Red band. The Group insignia (a green dragon) was
not painted on the aircraft.”

Robert K. Bl ack, Bellevue, Pennsyl vani a.

"... squadrons of the 39th Bonb Group (314th Bonb
Wng) were the 60th, 61st and 62nd. The Group marking

SUMVER - 1963

was a "P" in a black square. The 60th Bomb Squadron's
insignia was the letter "A" in a black, slightly oblong
square on the outer cow of nunber one and nunber four
engi nes. The 61st had a "B" in the same position; the
62nd a "C'.

"lIn addition, we were given crew nunbers, and our
pl anes were marked the same. For instance, ny crew’s
nunber was P-27. The nunber of the crew was painted on
the sides of the fuselage, just aft of the Air Force
insignia. The nunbers were assigned in chronol ogi cal
order. 60th Squadron had 1 thru 20; the 61st had 21
thru 39; and the 62nd had 40 thru 59."

S/ Sgt. Robert G Wndel s Bedford, Indiana

Addi ti onal markings infornmation has al so been re-
ceived for the 313th Bomb Wng, and this will be includ-
ed in an article on this Wng, and the 6th Bonb G oup,
soon to appear in the JOURNAL.

A further piece of infornation has been supplied on
the B-29s by Col. Gerald C. Robinson. In the JOURNAL,
Fall, 1962, pp. 180, John Whble gave an account of the
last B-29 flight made by the Air Force and noted that
the pilot was Major Oarence C. Rarick.

Now Col . Robi nson adds, "Major Carence C. Rarick
was one of the original aircraft comanders in the
875t h Bonb Squadron and eventually participated in the
last mission of the war."

MUSASHI ., 20th Al R FORCE TARGET

In the Wnter |Issue of the JOURNAL there is nuner-
ous nention of Target 357 in Kenn Rust's fine article
on B-29s of the 20th Air Force. Perhaps it might be of
interest to sone of the readers to exanine a few facts
about this Target and its inmportance. Therefore | sub-
mt the follow ng information:

Target 357 was the big Miusashi aero engine assenbly
wor ks of the giant Nakajima Aircraft Co. Ltd. (Nakajim
Hi koki KK) conplex and at the time of the raids was in
production of the Ha-35 Sakae and Ha-45 Homare radi al
engines. Its inportance may be judged by the fact that
13 raids were directed against this single target or a
total of 14.4%of all the missions flown agai nst Japan
proper. Twelve of these were by 20th AF B-29s with a
single attack by the Navy's carrier based planes. Thus
Musashi was the nost inportant single target in all of
Japan since it produced 30% of the engines used in



