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AIR CIRCUS AT POFTERVII'LE

Members living within aircraft, ox-cart, and. dog-
slecl comuting di.stance of Porterville, California, lit-
erally strea,ned into t,own on Septenber ?2 and 23 for one
of the nost colcrful and reward.ing events since this
organizaticn was found.ed... a two-d.ay air circus featur-
i.ng four beautiful rotary-pcwered repLi.ca WlfI aircraft
and a nunber of other aj-rcraft in the antique and
classic category'. A.A.H.S. Members vere invited. to
attend. and. parbieipate through tbe courtesy of the
Cross & Cockade, The Society of Wcrld- War I Aero
Historians.

It was a hugel-y successful two-d.ay marathon of
picture-taking, hangar flying, hcrse-trad.i-ng, and gen-
eral gossipj it is estimated. that attend.ance each d.ay

total]ed over 2!0 merrrbers and. their farnilies. It was
literally tbe type of event that each aviation histcry
buff drearos ofj no pclice lines cr restrlcting roped.-
off areas, and. nc urlnanageab.Le crowd.s to inhiblt gcod.
picture-taking. Joe Pfeiffer, whc arranged and. hosted
the e.rent, threv his hangar cpen fcr use as the head.-
quarbers of the C & C ancl A.A.H.S. and. general lounge
for thcse attend-ing, and also performeci the feat of
getting FAA perroission to have the replica aircraft
fl-ol.rn within gccd picture shooting d.istance.

I'{ajor Jim Appleby brought his Fokker E III up from
San Sernard.ino, and Jce Pfeiffer unveiled. his sparklj-ng
new pair of Nieuport I1 Scouts alcng vith his first
replica, the Scpvith "Frp". AlL of these ar-rcraft vere
flcwn bcth singly and. in various conbj-nations. The high
pcint of the entire event vas cn Sund.ay, the 2Jrd., when
all- four roiary-pcwered. aircraft participated in a mass
fly-by.

Saturd-ay's activities were eapped. vith a barbecue
d.i-nner se:'r'ed. by the Porterville Chamber of Commerce
(Seens it shculd. have been the "Rotary" Club to be in
keeping with the cccasicnl) and. after a number of in-
troducticns and short speeches by the host and. important
guests, the tables vere cleared cff for a shcwing of
newsreels cf Wcrld War I flying plus that unforgettable
air cnie "Hell ts Ansels".

AN OP PO RTU N ITY
TO SERVE

A Function of CAIlAts Ed.ucation Program
by

Ilarvey H. Lippincott, Presid.ent

An educational opportunity of excepti.onal value has
been afforcled- the Connecticut Aeronautical Historical
Assocj-ation. Last winter the CAJIA was selected by the
Aero Ind.ustry Youth Development Association, Inc" Room

35-LI, 4Ol Lexington Avenue, New Ybrk 1l, N.Y" to as-
sune responsibility for aeronautical history in their
youth educational progra.n. Since the CAIIA is incorpo-
rated. as a non-proflt educational institutlon and since
one of its basic tenets is to educate the public upon
aeronautical history, this opportunity to be of value-
able serwice was eagerly accepted"

Ttre nrorrram nf the ATYDA is an jmnorfElnt and in-
teresting one. This organizatlon is also a non-profit
ed.ucational institution supported. by the aircraft rnan-
ufacturers and. air transport industries and. cooperating
u.ith the National Aviation Ed.ucatlon Council, a division
of the National Aeronautics Association" tr'our years
ago a group of airline pilots, head.ed by Capt" I4alcon J"
Convay of fwA, noting a decided. lack of interest by
youth to enter the aviation industry, took it upon them-
selves to d.o something about it. They secured. the in-
terest of Pan American, TWA, Eastern Airlines and. others,
and. Bone rne,nufacturers, noteably United Aircraft Corpora-
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tion, together with ttre faculty of the University of
It&,esachusetts and held a seuinar at the University. Higt
School youth fron the Nev England and. Midd1e Atlantic
States l,rere lnvlted. The seninar r"e,s well received. and.
expanded the follov'ing year. Ia,st year the AfTDA vas
f,orned. and incorporated., with I4r. Convay as Presialent.
Future schetluling calls for establishlng the AIYDA pro-
gran across the United. States wi-th separa,te regional
groups under AIYDA hand-ling similar programs suited. for
+L^ -^^i ^-u[s rsSavuo

The current AfYDA program is cond.ucted. d.uring trrrc
veeks in August" Setween thirty and. fifty boys, nevly
promoted. juniors 1n higlt school, are carefully selectetl
for guality in studies, charecter, d.eportment, and. in-
terest. fhe fir' veek is spent at the University of
Massachusettsri and- the Massachusetts Institute of Techno-
logy, visiting and learning r,rhat a university is like,
vhat it can offer then and. how they must qualify for en-
trance. fnterrn:.ri:ed- with the college orientation are Iec-
tures, sern-i.nars lnd d.iscussions upon vari-ous aeronautical
subjects as met' rology, alrcraft d.esign, electronics,
fuels, etc. After a fuIl day of cl"ass-room work, the
boys repair in the evening to the local airport and. re-
ceive practical instruction on actual rnaintenance,
handling and flying of }ight aircraft.

The second r,reek is spent on field trips to New Eng-
l:.nd aircraft actlvities - oE€ each on engines, &ccess-
ory and. airplane or helicopter manufacture, a n-ilitary
installation, an airl-ine, a rnaior airport operation, and.
so forth" Part of each visit is spent vith prordnent
engineering, sales and. manufacturing personnel, Iearning
about the product, services, qualifications for enploy-
ment and- job opportunities. ff, after this, a boy is
still arxious to enter the aero-space ind.ustry, he shoulcl
be vell eguipped to handle the remaind.er of his high
school study with purpose and motivation.

fhe second. year, the boys (seniors) are encoure,ged
to return for tvo veeks study and. field trips into space,
rocketry, electronics and chemistry. Those boys (gradu-
ates entering college) who returned. this l-ast sunmer
for their third. year were farrned out among ser,eral air-
lines to attend schools conducted by these airli-nes for
their employees upon Convair BB0 or Boeing '(O'( and"'(2O
aircraft.

During their college years the boys tcill- be placed.
around the aircraft ind.ustry in summer jobs where they
^a- T^or- maLa aEll,?ble contacts and. be evaluated. forvqll !!gJ !I,

perrnanent employment when they grad-uate from college.
None of this AIYDA program is intend-ed to give pro-
finiarnrr fn tha 1/^trho mrn, lrrti mther to nnnrrida hr'nrfulclruJ Jvulrb xe!r,
with an understand.ing of vhat the industry holds for
him and. hoi.r he must qualify, thereby bringing into the
aero-space ind.ustry superior and- better motivated- and
^'.^1{ +i ^i .'^rr+}
9u4!rlrEs JUqerr.

These youths, hor+ever, are merging into an atmos-
nhara af iaie vaalfa+- --i ^--^^ lTrrn 'an^oniza/] tha
I/118f C UI ds uD, r vu^s Ub dllu DIEUS . Er!!d r vev6

irnportance to complete the hj.storical background. for
these boy's and. accordingly set aside one day out of the
f i rqt vcF.r rwo week caha,lrr'l a l-nr hi cf n-rr, AIYDArfrrv .yusr

charged CAIIA to cover the subiect thoroughly vith op-
*^,+r1hi+rr fnr 'taat-rrra :1r.--+-. +:^- ,.^:ussion and topul'uu[lluJ fur lgguurc, a!!u-u!4ururr, ufDr
observe and handle ol-d. hardware and i^atch it operate and

Hor'r to handle the challenge most effectively - to
inform and at the same time to stir interest in the sub-
ject among the boys? The problem i,ras hand.ed- to the CAIIA

Ed.ucation Cornmittee, headed by Walter J. Cake. It was
decided by the cornmittee that aeronautical history
should be covered from the beginning to the presentrus-
ing aI1 of the aids are,ilable" Since CAI{A trad no vin-
tage or aniique aircraft capable of flight, considera-
tion of a flight demonstration by such aircraft the
first year r,ras shelved. llowever, the Connecticut Air
National Guard enthusiastically agreed to stage a fu1l
s cale ''honest-to-good"ness" scramble -r.rith F-IOOrs 

"Pratt & Whitney Aircraft kindly lent their Service
School for Mond.ay evening August 20. Ttrirty-eight boys


