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John T. Wible under the heading "Boeing B-2p Serial Num-
bers" in the FaIl issue of the JOURNAL. This article
was of great interest, since Offutt AFB is the site of
the Martin plant cited as Martin-Omaha ("M0") in tne list.

Thanks to Mr. Wiblers research I find that the
SOCIGSCAS, the ENOLA GAY, and the last B-29 flovn in the
Air Force in Okinawa (\Z-6SZS\) al1 came from here. Such
infor:nation is valurabfe in presenting the picture of
plant operations to visiting groups, of which this base
has quite a few in the course of a year.

The information regarding a-lrcraft of the 468tfr Cp.
also proved. interesting, since it allo'"red us to deter-
mine where these aircraft went after ]eaving the plant.

I am enclosing a picture of B-2?-50-BA, wo. 44-84076,
which is at Offutt AFB as a part of our bomber "museLm".
This museum is seen by every visitor to Offutt (it in-
cludes a B-L"(, B-25, B-29 and B-J6) and helps to teIl
the story of development of strategj.c bombing. I enclose
it in the hope that it t'riIl both add. to your archives and.
prove to some member of the Society that "his shj,p" is
still in existence. Since record.s are very ski.mpy con-
cerning this airplaners history, I would appreciate hear-
ing fronn Members as to r+hether or not it had a combat
history.

Lloyd D. Brune, SSgt, USAF, Historian 3902nd Air Base
Wing, Offutt Air Force Base.

MARTTN BOMBffi SERTA.L NIIMBERS SUPPLIED

In ny article on Martiri Sombers T reguested the
assistance of Members on three nissing serial nurbers.
Several Members have written me on this and the full
range of those serial- nwnbers vhich had one missi.ng is

Page 2)L

Dept had had then for awhlle would account for the late
serial nwnber. I vish f knev how xnany of the air nail
J'ha A mrr nanai :rai

Page I)22 Top photo, believe this should be GMP for
passenger, and not GMT for "transcontinental", In the
text I nad.e the error of referring to it as "Tr,ans-
atlantic . "
Page 1!2: Center photo and top right photo on page I!J.
What few Navy reports I have had access to refer to
these nachines as "IBTt', two ord.ered, same as Anry air-
craft except for land.ing gear, and. "MT" as the later
nachine, 8 ord.ered.. The t'*o terms seem to be used. in-
terchangeably in other report, but none of them refer
to the aircraft as "GMT".

Page 193: Botton photo; an MB-2, not a GMB"

M/Sgt Merte O1msted, !23 Child.ress, Sheppard Atrts Texas.

CORRJCTION ltji: JOLTIN ' JOSIil

In regard. to the artj.cle on 2Oth Air Fcrce bcrnber:
markings, I would. Iike tc pcint out an error vas rnad.e
in the picture caption on the ccver. JOLTIN JOSId, THE
PACIFIC PIONEIR carried the fin code T Sq !, while that
,rn tha ^,\tr6F hL,1+/\ iS aetilal I w sn a irorn f.i .f f ha irOT+hv vf vrre T/ t urr

Grp., with A Sq on the fin.
q.+i |r ih yaaori to JOLTIN JOsrE, I believe I can

supply the serial nunber of tbis aircraft. In the texb
it vas mentioned. that the serial vas unknown. An of-
ficial Air Force novie film which I examined recently
shcwed this aircraft to be carrying the fin number l+B14,
or i+51)+. It vas not quite as clear as d.esired.. In
checking John Wible's list cf serial numbers, I find it
ccul-d nct be ,l+BI4, sc must le 1614, vhlch would rnake it
42-2rcL4. Hope this info vilI be cf j-hterest.

In viev of the increase of errors in photo captions,
may I suggest that sone action be taken tc ccrrect this
problem as it could affect the JOURNAL'S excellent repu-
tation for accuracy.

Merle O1msted,, )B Childress, Sheppard. AFB, Texas.

.F]DIIORIS NOTE:

l4erlers point is vel-l mad.e, and no one is more em-
barrassed than the Ed.itor when some boc-bccs are ob-
viously avoidable - and. there have been several. In
nost cases, vre can cnly do our best with the infcmatiitn
suppli.ed.. The negative fron vhi.ch our cover phcto print
vas taken vas marked. JOLTIN JOSIil, etc., and was sc
filed. in the (then aetive, 1!4!) record.s of the 3rd.
Phcto-Reccon. Sqd.n. Tbe trouble was, we cLidn't check
this vith Author Kenn Rust. See his note with Part 2
in this issue.

We are proud. that ve have Menbers vhc viil take us
to task and if any of ycu have other ccrrect:cns, pleuse
speak up.

MAIL SACK MAIL SACK

Martin-built MB-2rs
Martin GMBrs
Martin GMB's

64195 trrrough 6\214
39055 " 39060
629\8 | 6295:-

Merle Olmsted, 98 Childress, Sheppard AFB, Texas

CORRXCTIONS TO "The Era of the Martin Bornber"

I uas pleased- to see the Martin Bonber piece. Pic-
tures used were excellent, but some emors appear to
have crept into the picture capti-ons, and I will cliecuss
these by page"
On page I8B, botton of page: The GMB illustrated. cou1C
not be ln the seria,I nrmber range 542OoO - 54213, as
these alrcraft vere all part of the l,lartln contract for
VB-2 alrcraft, not GMB" Ihe only GI"IB I have been able
to ldentlfy in the 54000 range is 54308, vhlch I feel
certain vas an ex-airmail nachine" The one illuetrated
on trn'ge 188 ray be another of the air nail airplanes,
or lt nay be the above mentioned. one 5::OB. I'he fact
that the air servlce got these machlnes after the P.O.

wrNTm Ig62

The IAIL SACK colunns are cDen to eI1 l,-erberg of
the Society for cornment on any aspect of r-viation
trietory, or expreesione re,"-ardlng the affairs of the
Societ;r. The chief purpose ie to bring forth the
facts, to air controverai.es, and to contribute inform-
ation in brief forn which the iv'eubers would not other-
wiee gend ae conplete articlee. 0pinions arp welcoared
but euch opi.niona, and the accurecy of the informetion
presented, are the responsibility solely of the con-
tributor. Thie Society is of, by, end for the ,vlenbers

Ai-t .
uLr'lRrutiul

!t'da1**awiir{#t**A*'itl{i:ji i,,i;i;:'
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RARE SIRDS

TID PIONEER l\rx749N (circa 1933-1934)

haqt of mw knowlcdpe it is stil1 there"

Tm STOUT ST-] MCIIoPLANE, BOMBER-TORPEDO AIRCBAFT

During the years I92O-I92L, the Stout Engineering
Laboratories manufactured- a twin-engine monoplane, to
be used as a landplane or floatplane, for torpedo or
borobing functions. fttis comlnny r=,s the forerunner
of the Stout Metal Aircraft Company, a division of Ford
Motor Company. The original project consisted of build-
ino rhroa airem.ft- the first to be used for flightrub vrrr v!

fpstinc- the seeond nl:nnal fnr destrt:etiOn and theusD uf!16,

third to be manufactured" after the studies of the first
and second r,iere conpleted in ord.er to d-erive the bene-
f i +-<r nf thciF rrosra.n. . T1.e nro icet annears bo haveutrerL l,rvbrelrv o

been a venture intended to draw the interest of the
Army or Navy"

ST-l- ',ras a shoulder-{ing, twin engine, two-place
inonoplane, constructed of smooth and corrugated altlni-
num alloJ sheets. The empennage ha,d twin vertical flns
anrf rudders and. the elel€torvras slirrL for rudder clear-
ance. The lano.ing gear was fixed. The engines vere
Packard V-L327, rated at IOO horsepower each, for nornral
operation, with a maximum output of 398 IlP. They were
fitted" with vooden fixed propellers. The gross '"reight
-'F,s 9817 1bs. and the performance reportecl as 110 mph,
rith a ceiling of IOrOOO feet. Span vas 50 feeb-, Iength
37 feet and height, 14 feet. @ Although planned fo-r
u.se as a floatplane, and floats were constructed-, there
is no evidence that this installation !/as ever accomp-
Iished.

;r11 test flights r+ere conducted at Mount Clemens,
Michigan by Eddie Stinson. The landj-ng gear on the left
sirle failed on ttre first take-off, resulting in sligl:';
danage to the aircraft and reguired reinforcement of the
landing gear attachment fittings during the repair"
Edmund Jakobi was the mecnanic on this project; he
appears standing on the i;lng betlreen the engines in the
fiont vie,,,r photograph" Mr. Jakobi supplied most of the
infonnar-ion used in thi s article as well as the photoe.
To the best of his recoflections the resul-ts of the
test flights were not too encouraging. As to the tech-
nigue of launching torpedoes or dropping bombs he de-
scribes a unigue Proceedure"

"The ship i,ias unequalled in that it re.s d.esigned
as a combination Torpedo and Bomber, Ie.nd. and. Sea-
p1ane. Note that there is some distance between the
pilot and ihe gunndr. I,lleen the pilot was lined up

on his targe-ur'he would give the gunner control of
the plane. lhe gunner had no for,rard. -risibility as
reference to guide the plane. TLtis i'ras accomplished'
as follows: !'tren the pilot r'e,s approaching his te.r-
ge!, and after releasing the controls to the gunner,
he raould- remove the control stick from its socket,
open the slidir; windov on the nose of the fuselage

CD Larkins lists tne tnree ST-1's as A-2c-l!, A-t890 and
A-5901" Ref. larki.ns, William T., U.S.Nary Aircraft 1921-
L9\I. L961" Concord, Ca1if.: Aviation History Publica-
tions. Jll pages, ilLustr., indexed"

Tris pic-uure re,s baken at ldings Field, Ambler', Pa
when TIIE PICNER was based --here p:"ior to its departure
for Europe. It is a stainl-ess steel v-^rsion of the wood-
en Savoia-Mrrcheuta S-16 anphibian which vas exported.
from ftaly anC sold by the American Aeronautical Cor-o-
ora.tion of New York, and vas manufactured j-n the U.S.
The ftalian 3-16 models had, for U.S. versions, a Kin-
ner I0O or 125hp engine depending on the rnodel clesig-
ha+i^h rTha trlrrrnnaan lrFTqi^n r^as orioina"l Iv noueredrrrs !\!vPss
with an SOhp englne" TIiE PIOI{EER, appreciab}y heavier,
rqS nnl.p-o4 r'ith a. 2lOLn Kinnar engine, The entife
aircraft \,ras constructed of stainless steel lrelded by
the "shotvelding" process developed by the Edward G. Sudd
Company of Phlladelphia, the only exceptions being the
ving struts, rigging and other conventj'onal items' The

"shoivelding" process lnEs used. by the Budd Compa'ny in.the
construction of the model RB-} (gf' C-gS and Navy R3-l),
also kno!'n as the "Conestoga". Tlie Fleetr+ings Company

of Bristol, Pa. also used this system in the Fleetwings
amphibian" Th.1s airplane was shipped to- Europe and from
th-re participated in demonstrati-on flights in nany

countr-ies, inlroducing and promoting the "shotr're1ding"
process 

"
'Ihe use of stainless steel in this machine lt€'s car-

ried. to the extent thai, stainless steel vire cloth '"ras

usecl instead- of cotton fabric in some areas ' The appear-
ance of the internal mernbers of the rud'der was due to the
covering of this unit with a wire cfoth not unlike screen
door material in texture. This l^Ias sealed r'rith a trans-
parent finish, whj-ch was so cl-ear that the internal struct-
ire became visi-ble" Some attempt r^as made to cover the
r+ing panels in a sirnilar fashion, but it r'ras not possible
t.: obtain the necessary degree of tautness since the seal-
ing material had no tightening properties' The Na"'/al Air-
craft Factory at Philadelphia attempted to cover sections
of the lover r.ring panels of t Vought "Corsair" biplane to
improve do!'nward visibility aCjacent to the fuselage' The

same problem r,rith lack of tautness ended this proiect"
Upon its return to the United States TI{E PIONEER vas

plaqed on a permanent outdoor stand- in front of the I'rank-
lin Museun on the Parkway at Philadelphia" The cotton
ving covering l€,s removed to expose the structure ' To the
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was eguipped with J contacts which in turn vere con-
nected to seven electric light bulbs in the rear cock-
ni * naarrni an l-'rf +h6 Tf +h- -r 

"ne 
Veefed Of fPfu vuuslfuu vJ vrrL

.^rlrqp. l-.he nilnt coulj maintain aim ai tl^o l-.proeLUvu! uv,

this "off-course" reaction vould light up one of the
off center bu1bs, the gunner \"/oul-d then correct the
direcLion so that the center lighl rould come on again.

The airplane wFs flo!'n a totcl of 13 flignts, eleven
by Eddie Stinson. Bil-1 Stout uas *"he onJ-y civilian other
than Stinson to f1y in the aircraft. The rr+elfth flight
was made by U.S. Nary Lt" Carpenter. The thirteenth
flight by Marine Lt. FLeer i"ho r,e.;neJ ''c out on landing.
The r^'reckage was shipped to lh: iTaW for disposibion.

Edd.ie Stinson vas killed before 
"^['I 

Ii -vririle demonstra-
ting an aircraft, an a'ctempt at e 1orced landing Cue to
fuel shortage resulted in a coflision rnith a pole wnjch
proved fatal" Bill Stout Cled severel years ago. Ed Jako-
li is still active in aviation" He is uith the Air Carri-
er Maintenance Section of the Federal A-/iation Agency at
the Regiorial Office in Loc Angel-es.

tT--ri A O rllc*nrr* )rOr I qiaLrari A-'^-'r^ Ilramnnt ln l i fftgllrIuo,!oUvuv,-/.!aflIu]r0UltunvgrrucJ

OTI]XR BOI\4BER MAMINGS - CCNTfITLED

0n Page 204 of the Fal-l- JOURI{A.L,
(Vol. 7, No. 3), we inserted a filler
i f-en nnre prni no R-2,h i h-i -h 

j - char-qur!16 !-L I rli-ta-Lrrar u]-Jwtl

here are some add,itiona.I photographs
sent in by Member Leo J. Kohn for
rrhieh snaee wps no1. available tlien.
PUDDLE JJI'IPER II has a na.me, "S. Ler,-is'
na i n+art aharro l-he qnol T L.."-ra ,"^--^yuflrvuw I slls-
-6h+ihd tR -i eo;^-e car or,, M-nh-rDsrr uf Lr5 . vqrr o.-,i
$rnr]v frrr*ha- i^ah+ifications? wheree$yyLJ

were the pictrrles taken and what vag
the dlspoeltlon of the alrplanes?

SCREIGN AIRCRIJ'T ON U.S.CWIL REGISIER

Paec 293

OBJECTTONS TO ELIMIMTTON

T -- -*va--] '- n-n^eprl r.o thc al teri no nr crrtti ns nfr orLI DUruIL6rJ uPPUoEq qrusrrrrb

either the "Wants and Disposals" section or the "Tntro-
d"uctions of llew Mernbers.

Rw ,fronnins either of these sections this would. be
d.efeating one of the avowed purposes of the A"A.H.S.,
that of gathering material from which aviation history
is r^rritten.

Tl-re "fntrod-uctions" as they are now shovn are vital
in nrorridins the narnes of members with similar interests
or r+ith acess to inforrnation r+hich may eventually be
lost if someone dces not record- it. Let us take ltrltr II
for example " ilov nn.ny untapped sources of WW II infor-
mation are there amons our membersi Ilov rnany members
are ex-LrW II pilots? Will r+e wait another twenty or
*rrj-!-r -raorq lrafnz L^ -^+L^-."^I If d-ata? Theu-rr-vJ Je@rD JcrurE we 5u4fu uu 64urrsr wt

time to gather this material is now r+hile the men who

lr.rticipated in that conflict are still living and. be-
fore their memories are d.immed by the passage of time.

Robert A. Johnson, t6 HillsjC: Place, S. Norr"e.Ik, Conn"

P

In Volume l1o. 3 of the A'A.iI.S. JOURItrAJ,, William T.
T,arkins presented two pages of phctos and infonre.tion
on Foreign Aircraft on the U.S"Civil Regist"er. The en-
closed. photos and data add some aircraft to the l-ist

NC87, Junkers F-13, 5l0i,lt, cfn, nfg, 1923. Engine-
Junkers L-:-5, 260 np. (rgeg-3o), r.D. 87 in t93e. ow-
ner: Metal Aircraft Exp" Corp., Ner.r York City (l_92942)

NC954M, Raab Katzenstein RK2C "Pelikan", cfn 2C-LaO,
r,.fg. 1929, Engine-Siemens BJhp. Or,.nerc: Hugh Copeland,
N. Cror'-bher and E. ltryberg, llev YorI-' Citt \L929-35).

NCBTOI^/, Aeromarine K1emm L-26B, cfn \-BL, 2POLI4, r.fg.
]930" Engi.ne-LeBIond 65 y,p" German Kler,n design LuiIt
at Keyport, N.J. Omer: Charles li" Babb Co., Brcoklltt,
N.Y. (1940) (Photos- Flank Tye, Frank strnad, McRae)

Jack McRae, J4 Westcliff Dr., Huntington Station, N.Y.

r/rN'ria 1962
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IDENTIFTCATION REOUESTED

The National Air Museun would like to have the air-
craft (?) shcwn above id.entified.. Please forward any
inforrnation avail-abl-e, inventor, time, place, etc.
directly to Mr. Robert B. Wood., Smithsonian Institu-
tion, National Air Museum, Washington 25, D.C.

RYAN MONOPI"ANE SUERY

Fnelosed is a nhnin of n Rwar nnn^nlane whlch I
would- like identified.. Any infornation that other men-
bers can give about this type would be greatly appreci-
ated".

This photo was taken in the early IIJOs at the Pitts-
iurgh-Greensburg Airport (no hangar in d.istance). ffiis
plane and airport vere operated by the Main Aeronauti-
cal Corp.

']T-a 
^nlrr nnnniptp nsrkincq rriei}la i. -L^ D6rh^.rl4!au vrrrJ v! 4ur,-r-r5, I sirrrDJ!-

lt^^^avanla rrcense fvJuo.
I would also like +uo hear from anyone who has a lisi

of these license numbers.

lIor,e,rd W. Smeltzer, 825 Se,rickley St. Greensburg, Pa.

Fe: INSTR,UMENTS - TI{E BRITISH AUTIf,I,AND SYS@{

Having enjoyed the articles in recent Journals on
Aviatlon fnstrunents bS Robert H" Scheppler, I thought
vott might he inf,erestA.l ir fnF 'II.S. *rticinntian irFr v_vrlu v_vrr rr-
the British Autol-and system..

tr'izo* o**aq-+- in the U.K. at automatie nrnrm.eh erdu qPPr wulr o lru
lanling +-ook place r.rirh the Bi-I' Boeing 2\7 DZ2O3 (ex WC

l??l+l+) - fittcd --rifh : l{oncwelI arrtanilnf nnrrnlad fn +La+JJ 'I

SCS.il Ir,S system. These early attempts vere carried- out
at the Telecommunications Flying Unit at RAtr' Defford in
19\5-6. Developments continuerl i^'ith the RAF BLind Land-
ing Experimental Unit at lt{art}esham Heath until 1957.
When the Unit moved. to a new faciLity at the Royal air-
craft Establishment, Bedfcrd 

"

The sequer.ce of operation of the SIEU "Autol-and"

systen cormences wj.th a nornai coupled ILS approach,
descending on the glide-slope -,:j-tb : constant approach
cnoad maih+oih6i kar 6n -,r+^ +Le^++1^ ...^ia1,csu u@rrruorrrsu uJ an autc-throttle unit, to a poin-b
sone 5rCOO feet from the runway threshold where the loc-
aliser azinuth quidance is repiaced by the nragnetic
field of the Leader Cable. (With improvenents in ILS
i:caliser stI'danee- tha iqnder nrl.rla <rrcb(._vo,,us, _ten may r.r:Il- be
discarded") At a height of sone 2OO feet, the ILS
glide-slope guidance is replaced by a computed descent
rete, continued to a height of )0 feet vhere rad.io alti_
meter signalg comnence the "flare-out" stage. Inmedj.-
atei.;- prior to touchdor.m, the r.+ings are levelled, dr.i.ft
frnm on-r ^?^.-r.i ri i q 76p.1176^ +^ o l i rh +lrr-u!r alrJ cl'us$w_Lno t- -,*_ **-b", -he aircriaft with
the runway and the throttfes closed.. A positive contact
wi.th the runway is mad.e and the cap.uain applies the
brakes.

In order to stuCy the BLEU systen, the F,A.A. pur-
chased an ex American Airline DC-'/, N306M in l_960 for
lnstal-l-ation of the equipnent required., (ty) Sperry,
Ner,i York. A comprehensive recording system was instal_I-
ed. to pennit accrtrate assessment of each approach and
landing. The DC-f, now seri.all-ed N464, arrivea at Beci-
ford, England in October t96I and. at the tine of the
Prese Denonstration on May 22, L962, some J2O autonatic
landings had been nad.e with this aLrcraft, both with
Iead.er cable and. ILS locallger touchdo!'lx suldance.

.-\'

The DC-7 installation u'ill not be used. by the FAA to
validate t}:e ability of the BI-EU Equi_onent to land air-
craft, since they consider this has alread.y been proved."
Instead-, they'riL1 use it to become famj.liar with the
ccncept and experinrent with this single-clnnnel autc-
matic l:,nding Cevice ar Atlantic City, N.J. and assess
the ne-fonFn^a -f 1i^o ni l^: jr tho rnlc nf eontrnllirs
.-.r /-- mani *nri rc Arr_.^_ **ring approach, IanC_ing and roll_out
und.er bl1nd cond.iti-cns, in order to d.efine the role of
automatics in the operation.

For an automatic landing systen to become gsmmslgj-s]-
1y acceptable, the risk of systgn failure cluring 1anding
must not be greater than I x lOlper landing, i.e. bet-
ter than the visual landing ra+"e, which means that each
e"l enert of ti'e svs'.trn'l nUSt heve asSffred l-eliF.hilifw- TnrerfqvrrruJ. rLr
rractino l-hic maorq q rninlav alic+ah ir r.rli^L ^ ^^----.'N LUTUEI I'
son is made to detect a failed. channel and. the operation
is then continued at dunlex level.

-\ / ^Peter tserry, L4b Pu+.noe St. Bedford, England

i:.4.|1.J. JUUI.J]AL



(oLD 555 (fP-qID) Excerpt fron letter to Robert o'DeI1
re EaIl. 1952 issue of JOIIRML.)

I.recelved ny copy of tbe fall issue of the A.A.H.S.
Journal. A very fine issue"

On page 210 you show a photo of tvo Mustangs. The
ANG alrcraft is guite faniliar to me ancl vas a IP-IID
resnanufactured- to a two-place version with clual control
electric canopy anil a few other extras" I d'id. rooet of
the flylng and giving of check-out rldes in o1a 555
vhile a tr'llght Connander in the l26th Fighter Sguad.ron,
Wlsconsin ANG. I stilt have the broken fuel line from
555 in ny office on displa.y" This aLnost cost me ny
l1fe at one tlme.

ftre black ancl white prop splnner on the aircr:aft was
also a brain chlld of mine and came to be our sguad'ron
colors - only because they were the cnly tvo colors
avallable in the paint shack.

PauI H" Pobereiny, President, Experimental Ai-rcre.ft Aesn.

TmSAC4oFrm 5W"
The late Major Robert F" Stout, U.S.M.C., sgu,adron

comnander of Marine VMF-114 and consnanding officer of
VMF-2I2 (rel. 6tn to April 2nd f9\3), offficially cre-
dited with the destruction of six Nippon aircraft, was

my neighbor when I resld-ed in Long Beach, Cal-ifornia
dr.rri-ng World War II . I4ajor Stbut, then a Captain, had
returned from Henderson Field, Gr.radalcanal and. relat-
ed to me rnany of the incidents of air combat in that
area of the South Pacific. At that time, the Japanese
Naval Air Arm controlled the air and their nary con-
trolled the sea lanes in the Solomon Is]ands. VMF-2I2
vas the first Marine Fighter Squad.ron to operate from
Henderson FieId-.

The Marine pilots of VMF-2I2, though ably comnandecl
and trained to perfection, had to fight tenaciously anal

tactfully to meet the air threat to the Marine install-
ations at Ilenderson Field. It was on a pa.rticular day
when the overwhelming superiority of }Tipponese air power
d.id not assert itself by bombing Henderson Field that
only'four Grumman F4F-3 "wildcats" vere available for
combat air pa.trol and defense of the alr field.. This
vas due to a lack of aviation fuel and al-so because the
rest of the planes were being repaired of battle d.arnage.

Captain Stout related that for a considerable tine
hot debate had raged among the fighter pilots vhether a

)O-caliber slug from the vlng guns was of any use against
the srnaIl Japanese DDs that roamed. unnolested at ti.mes
in the sea channel.betveen Guad-alcanal and- Tulagi Island.
It r.ras felt that a strafing attack would sink the DDs if
properly carried out by a surprise attack. Logically the
only way to finaLlze that argrment was by a practical

As the day wore on and no Jatrp.nese planes vere report-
ed. heading tovards Henderson Field, the combat air patrol
lead by Captain Stout, r,ras ord-ered to fIy up the "Slot"
and to bornb and strafe Japanese installations wherever
possible. This, the four-p1ane patrol did. As a pre-
caution each p1e,ne ',ras to expend all ammo save approxi-
nately 2! rounds for use in an emergency.

On the return flight to Henderson Field., Captaln
Stout spotted tr^ro Japanese d-estroyers cruising off fulagi
Island and lobbing shells into the Marine installations.
'Ihe available lttarine artillery was apparently outrangecl by
the si-x--inch guns -on the Jap DDs when it replied" But
Capt.6tout d-etermined. to settle the argwrents vhether the
)O-cal airpl-a,ne machine gun could sink a Jap DD"

He called his fighters by radio and directed that they
follov him into a cloud bank and conceal their approach to
the DDs. Darting out of the cloud. bank near the DDs, the
four-p1ane attack elernent dove down and. stre,fed the decks
of the Jap DDs. Caught unanares, the DDs anti-aircre,ft
weapons r+ere silenced. or effectively crippled i-n the straf-
ing run. Then the final coup de grace rne,s to be administ-
ered. This tirne the fighters dove at the decks of the Jap-
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anese shlps and sprayetl the base of ttie smokestacke and
the atljacent decks. All the ammuni-tion r,ras then expendecl
as the pla,nee clutchetl for altitude. Sudd.en1y the d.eck
of one Jap DD openecl up and erupted in a cloud of smoke

and stean. The ship stoBped dead in the uater. The
other ship apparently su.f,fered. a simila,r fate. The tvo
DDs eventr:ally sank. fhe 5O-caliber bullets had effect-
i.vely penetratecl the J/8" steel decks of the DDs and hacl
punctured. the boilers ancl stean pipes. The punctured.
boilers explod.ed and ruptured. the hulls of the DDs" The
tvo ships were thus destroyed. and the argrment settlecl
thereafter.

Robert Sherrod. has r,rritten an excellent account of
the History of the U.S. Marine Corps Aviation j.n llorlcl
War II, although no mention has been nade of this in-
cj.dent. But Grr:rnnan Aircraft Engi-neerlng Corporation,
builalers of the venerable "wild.cat" F4F-J planes de-
scribed, this incident in'an advertisement in Sklrwaye
Magazine, Septerrber, 1!4J" It vas exactly as (Lescribed.
to me by Captain Stout. The. incident occurred. betveen
August ancl November I)42. A photograph of the sguad-
ron personnel, VMF-212, taken at Hend.erson Field. after
this incident, shows the scores of Jap planes d.estroyecl
and sure enough, tvo Jap DDs are also among j"ts vlctims.
Major Robert F. Stout r.ras later shot down at Koror
Island., Peli1iu, March 4, 1945 and was never found. Jap
AA vas responsible. fhus perished. "Covboy" Stout as he
was affectionately known 

"

Willis L. Nye, 1719 Grove Way, Hayward., Calif.

B-17's Fl,Y AGAIN

Fron the Dallas Morning Nevs, Tuesday, Dec. I2.I96L,
William A. Payne, Amusement Editor, reported as follovs,
vith dateline London:

Dalla,s residents vilI be interested to knov that
three World War II 3-1J bonbers which wasted. away for
several years at Love Fie1d are now flying every day
here in Sritain as part of the nnking of "TLre War
Lover." The planesl flown in combat during the war ancl
for a time in weather observation before they were res-
cuecl from further disrepair at Love Fielcl, have had a
hectic time of it sj-nce they flew out of Dallas la,st
suruner. After some repalrs in Da1las, they vent to Tuc-
son for further rehabilita,tion and then flev to the East
Coast, finally limping across the Atla,ntic to Britain.

The planes form important "props" for the picture
vhich British clirector Philip Leacock Ls d.j-recting from
a screenplay based" on the John Hersey best-selling nov-
eI. The aged bombers are based at Bovington Air Fielcl
near London, a U.S. base during the ''rar and now a Royal
Air tr'nree tr:ainino field.. The fielil has been cleareal
of the mod.ern jets so that time can be rolled. back to
1943. The compa.ny will also use lilanston Field on the
east coast for additionai seguences, includ.ing pancake
crash lanciings of battered, B-lJ's returning fron raids
over the continent.

The forrner bombers yilI ta4e part in a simulated
aj.r attack on Leifzig - the real-life counterpart was on
Aug. 17, 1943, when a total ot 376 B-lJts took off and.
60 were lost. On this return flight in the fl1m, one
of the bombers vill be cte,shed against the Dover Cllffs
in the dre,natic climax of the movie.

It is interesting to note that Sritish stunt men
are in training to make a parachute junp fron the doom-
ed. plane over the English Channel. Elaborate rescue
preparations are being nad.e - experts estl-nate that a
hunan being coulal l1ve only seven minutes in the Channel
at this season.

Contributed by Len Morgan, Dallas, Texas

AND...

See overleaf- - -
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B-17's trT,Y AGAIN, II

Here in the U.K. at the moment, (Janrrary i-962), are
three veteran B-lJrs that are taking part in the shoot-
ing of the film, The War lover, 'dhich is the litle af,
John Herseyrs famous book" For a while these B-llrs
r+ere located at Bovlngdon which was a B-I7 base d-uring
r'n7 TT F^'^ 4^"- --^^.rs I was also based. at Bovingd.onIUr ruur Jco
r^rith the U.S.A.F. (tg>\->8) ancl whilst with the'753lst
ABRON r^ras given the history of the !2nd. Bomb Grcup rihich
used the base. AIl the details I had on the unit were
published recently in Flight Magazine and the Ed.itor very
kindly requested that anyone with further info on the
uni.t contact ne 

"I have had rnade available to me stiIls from the film
"The War Lover" which are excellent shots of these veter-
an 3-1J's in the appropriate Group markings. f have pho-
tos taken during httr II of the early B-Il's at Bovingdon,
so I intend to build up an articLe for insertion in the
A.A.H.S. JOURML.

Arthur Pearcy, Jr. Cartrefle, J Ystad-y-Wena1lt, T,Ian-
bedr, lGrioneth, North Wales, U.K.

MYSIERY P-51ts

Tn rrnrrr fnnl-.nn1-.p ^n neda I )rQ .f tho -^----" -_--- JUUKI\AL, VOI. O,
No.2 (Surnmer, L)61), you stated that all details are not
clear. It has been stated. that there vas never a XP-1lD.
Tf^r,^r,^F i* min}* 1,o veTv interestinp tn know there l,rasJ v rufElrv

a prototype P-)ID after all: Durj-ng the war there r,las a
photograph released here in America (for use in aviation
periodicals). The caption of this photo said it to be a
P-51D. Hor+ever, exanination revealed it to be P-518-1-
NA, Serial 43-f2102. This aircraft was converted. to vhat
the -D was going to be, but was never redesignated. XP-51n.

Some other obscure news on the British series is this:
^^^t.-fhe very first "Mustang I", 4G345, never reached Eng1and.,

because it was retained by North Am. Aviation Corp. for
tests and development purposes"

Two airplanes were built extra: the tr.ro USAAF XP-1l's
were originally AG348 and AGI!4. T'l:ese vere replaced.
r,rith the two extras built, since it i.s reported. that
AG348 and AG354 flew in England " The last mystery left
is the RAF 41958. Photos I have show this in RAF camou-
flage and serial N'958t but vith USA]' markings, i-.e.,
red. roundel in r^rhite star on blue roundel and not as
usr.ial on top of left and bottom of right wing, but on
both wings, top and bottom.

Can one of our Members tell us what happened and
whosc airnlane this was?

Bernhard C.F.KIein, 2\1'GIen Ave. Midland Park. N.J.

A U.S. CTVII REGISIER PROJECT

flLa -vnllan nf iApnfjfjeation nf sneeifig aifcraftrrrv Pr vvlvnr

has plagued collectors for nany years, and probably
will. for ner\y more to come. f have a solution to the
problem that wili reguire the cooperatlon of Mernber6,
but which should result in a Civil Register that would
be invaluable to collectors and historians reguiring
such a publicati-on.

While living in Phoenix, Arizona, I visited. the
F.A.A. District Safety Office, Aircraft Licensing Branch,
and found that they had a record of every alrcraft 1i-
censed within their district" This was in the form of
a card fiie, listed in numerical ord.er, shor+ing t1'pe of
aircraft, serial or ccnstructo::rs nurnber and owner. I d.o

not recall any engines or horsepowers bej.ng listed, but
the license or registration numbers provicled. an exact
means of identification of the aircraft.

I received full cooperation in this rmtter, and ob-
tained access to the file. The result \^as that I had my
or.rn fil-e on the aircraft licensed. anal ooerated in the

State of Arizor:r.., Not only did this provide positlye
idcrtifina.f.ior r,r'rarticular aircraft in nw fi'lcs- hrrtrflev, vqv

it gave the locations of the more unusual types of vhich
f vas unalrare.

Can severaL of the Me:nbers ',rho live near these of-
fices check with the F.A.A. and. possibly obtain access
to these card files? The result could then be tabula,ted.
and arranged in numerical order, and published, using a
aac{ nri -a }a Aafrrrr *ho avnanca nf ntt}r] i rLi h^ ^p ^trnuvle }/rrus wv uur-oJ vt luurfDrrau6 uL uulr-

licatlng this register" This r'rould. avoid. the n€c€s-
sity of obtaining a copy of the Civil Register, vhich I
understano. i.s prohibi-tive in cost.

I an certain'that a listing of this type '^rou1d. be
rtery useful to collectors and historians, as it would
give all of us an idea as to exactly what types of air-
craft are still being operated in the United. States.
The list could be amended every two or three years,
giving nev aircraft and others restored to flying con.fi-
lion. I bel-ieve the F.A,A. would cooperate with our
organization on this project, if approached properly.

,llan 1r^?i^1ra fnroion nnrrniriaa nrr1.lioh airril'a^aianrDU, voarvuD ruasr6ll lsD l/uurrDrr urvr! rs6rD-
*^rc ^- +h6js 

^1.m 
ard thcse nen h^ ;-lnt'ul in indenti_

fication of U.S. and foreign built aircraft carrying
foreign registrations" For example, Australians can ob-
tain a copy of the Australian Civil Register free of
charge, and it provides an excel-lent reference for air-
c:'aft ldentification, giving registration, type, serial
nurnber, and o'vrner"

Tf anrr nf the ncmlg1g are intereSted jn f.h-is nroieet-
contact me, sta.ting yor:r ideas, criticisms, and opinions
on this matter"

B,rian R. Baker, P.O. Box 116, Bankstown, New South Wales.

A.V.G. STORY

About ! April l9\2, I r^ras visiting the hostess in
charge of the China National Airways Hostel in Lashio,
N.E.Burma when a comnand.ing officer of the I'lying
Tigersr(AVG) carne in. He r^es bursting vith news and.
excitement.

Accord.ing to his story, the day before the Jap-
anese had- bombed. the aircraft factory at Loi.ving, China,
but their borobs had stradd.led the build-ings doing very
little da.mage. A few hours later several F1ying Tiger
pl€,nes arrived.. On hearing of the attack they decid.ed.
to stay over and" see if the Japs vould. come back the
next day.

They didl Ten or tvelve bombers unsupported. by
fighter protection head"ed straight for the airplane
factory. Up in the sun the AVG were waiting. Before
the Japs reached their target the Flying Tigers svoop-
ed d-ovn out of the sun. OnIy one bomber escaped. de-
struction.

The evening it had- happened our trErty of evacuees
had been startled. by a late air-raid signal. About
six orclock in the evening one lone plane appeared.
frcm the d.irectj-on of Loiv-ing and., it had. seemed. to
us at the time, very slowly and hearnily d.isappeared.
over the mountains tolrards Siam.

E.M.And.erson - forroer missionary, N. Shan States, Burrna.

A.A.H. S. ROSTER I'ORMAT

Please put ln my vote for the roster to remain in
the present form. I find. that I look for location more
than I do for a name alphabetically. If I tlo look
alphabetically, I usually knov roughly vhere he lives.
Sn nlaq<a lroar if Jn tha nracant fnm

Keith D. Soyer

It shall be: (By popular acclaim.) fatt.

A.A.H.S. JOURNAL



BOOK OVERPRICED

f r+ag.interested. in Robert Casari's reviev of !0
JAflRE LUFTSCHIIT'BAU ZEPPETTIN GmbH in vol. T, no.J. He
Fays there are "half a dozen" pictures of IZ 130; I
believe there are only tvo identifiable as IZ lJO.
What really calls forth this letter, however, is his
corm.ent that "fhis book is over-priced...." At the
$6"50 fre lists it at, from "British book dealersr"
I woulcl have to agree; but if he paid that, he was
robbed.. The book can be bought from the Zeppelin Mu-
ser:n, Friedrichshafen, Geruany, for $f.75. 

--

A.D. Topping,L?IO Massill-on Road, Akron 15, Ohio.

PASSING OF I,AFATETTE FLYING CORPS MII4BERS

Sgt. Pilote Austen Creho?e - the official repiesent-
ative of the Lafayette Flying Corps, d.ied last week
(Septenrber !th) after several yearsr illness. (m"
other co-chairrnen of the lst Reunion Airshow were ?ar-
sons for the T,afayette Escadrille and Rockwell for the

!e6rvrr. /

He enlisted in the Foreign Legion and. transferred. to
French Aviation JuIy 16, 19U, and. took training at Avord,
Tours, Pau and G.D.E. Breveted. or Caud.rons, Sept. 2!,
1917, he was assigned to Spad. !4, where he stayed. until
the Armistice, reaching the rank of Sergent. He d.id not
transfer to U.S.Aviation .,+hen .A.nerica entered. the war
but chose to rennain with the French throughout the con-
fIict.

One of his closest friend.s - both in the air and on
the ground - vas the French Ace, Marinovitch, ( e Ser-
bian Volunteer). Marinovitch, in d.escribing Crehore,
stated. that at one time Crehore nachine gunned- a Gernan
Aird.rode; shot d.orn'n an Albatross taking off, then forc-
ing the 2 observers to jurnp from a Ger:nan balloon near-
by vhich he d.rove dor^.n to the ground: - the latter
incidents with jsmmed. guns,: Marinovitch and Crehore
each saved the other's life many tines ln the air -
anal nost of the 13 pal-ns ad.d.ed. to Marinovitchrs Croix
de Guerre were rnade possible by Crehorers efforts. Un-
fortunately Marinovitch r"es killed while on patrol at
a time vhen Crehore r,ras ill in the hospital.

Three other flying rnates of 0rehorers vere Dave
Putnam, Huston Wood.ward and Wally Winters. A11 were of
the opinion that if Spad.s had been supplied to their
equadron about the same time as to other squadrons on
the front, (Spaa !4 was one of the last ones to be so
supplierl), many more satisfactory and prod.ucti-ve patrols
could have been accompli-shed than by flying Meriposts.

After returning to the states, Sgt. Crehore went in-
to the insurance business with a Mr. Richardson in Man-
hatten - and it rras through Crehorets great interest in
the Lafayette Flylng Corps and its members that he was
elected. Presid.ent of the Escedrille - Lafayette Flylng
Corps Group, and was the slnrk behind. its reunion in
Ner.r York in 1957.

His ipterest in the group never waned and the
Lafayette Flying Corps lost one of its nost active mem-
bere in the unfortunate passing of this nan. His cita-
tions were Croix de Guerre and. Legion of Honor.

S.H.KIein, 933 E. Lebman St. East Lebanon, Pa.

Edltorrs Note: Dr. Klein \ras assigned as Eistorlan by
the lst Reuni.on Airshov of Sattle Creek, Mich. helci on
August 18th and 19th last, and has taken great interest
1n tle surv'iving members of the Lafayette Flylng Corps.
The above ]etter was dated })th Septenber L962. He fur-
ther wrote, on B October, as follovs:

"Mr. tr'red. Prince Jr. - a nember of the Escad.rille
Lafayette, died at hls home - OId Westburg, Long Is-
Iand, Oct. 4. He vas one of the ) attending that
reunion at Asheville, N.C. 1n 1960. His brother,

wl_l\1rt( I:/oz
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Nornan ?rince was one of the original- J members of the
Escad.rille when forued. in 1!16, and later vas killed
in a flying accident."

FURTI{ER ON I'OI{ffi SXRIAT NUMBERS

On page 6t-62 ot the Spring Issue f find in the Mail
Sack Column a letter from Lt. Co1. Jesse Thonason on WWI
aircraft serial m:mbering in whlch I am interested.. re:
the Fokker tn)es. As I have guite some data on Foicker
fighters, as i.rel-l as other Fokker aircraft, T think I
could clear up some things, although I d_o not pretend,
this to he ennnlcte D,,+ r-'-^ *..-L L-.-!^ri^q.l diddihdvs vvuyreuE. Dwv, rlrus lluulr lllDuvrrL4! ufBBf,trg,
6r'a?., hi * o rA ni a^6 lrif I do ,

Lt. Co1. Thomson's, assumption that the nilitary
nlrmber.Fok. D.VII 7776/fB does not mean it is the in6tn
produced aircraft ig correct. Certain nurnbers vere
glven for tJ4)es and orders vhi.ch do not directly cor-
respond. Fron official Fokker delivery sheets which I
d.iscovered. some years ago, but which are not entirely
^^*-r ^+^ T ^^"r I -'rrk nttt thp fn l l nrri rn ni I i foyrruvrulrcuc, ! uuutu wurA uu! uIIg I9lluwf,tlg ______-"
seri-al, m::nbers:

Fok. D.vrr zoa/L8 -\991t8; t6St/8 -r; \ooo/r8 - 44LS/r8:
5000/18 - Jrooll3; 7600/rB - TSoolt}; ro3oo/r8 -ro4ob/]8:

Fok. D.vrrr 200-286; 5oo -563; IOO - l1O; 5lt - 6gg.

Fok. E.V. 2oo -244; too - t99t 308 -?.
^ --- - /^/Fok. D.VI ]636 - 16E!, corresponding with Fokker works

nos zolo-zo rI.

The D.T, D.II, D.III, D.IV and D.V. were only mentioned.
in terms of Fokker construction numbers: These accept-
ance sheetg also show the Dr.I with their serial nu:n-
bers. If T flgure out the approxinate total of Dr.I mad.e
by Fokker, I find that they all are in the nil-itary seri-
a} numbers lOO-219 ana 4OO-595, thus qom.prising about
J2O alc. As February and March IpIB figures are missing
I find. that beside the 110 Dr.I previously accepted, ac-
cord.ing to the record.s, sone Il0 vere delivered. in these
t.'o months. It may be possible that the tota,I order-was
for 100 a/c, as lt is not certain whether all the nr:m-
bers vere used..

I hope that these d.ata will provid.e some useful in-
forrnation to those who are interested_ in this aatter.
May I invite anyone with further lnforrnation to contact
me?

H.A.Sonberg, Public Relations Dept. N.V. Koninkluke Ned.-
erlandse Vlietuigenfabriek Fokker, Schlphol - Zuid.,
Nederland,.

AV]ATTON VIGNETTE

Ton Gunn rnras a famous pilot in the early days ofaviation. He fler^r many of the early types of bi-planes,
and as far as history can record, was the first of the
Chinese to learn to f1y a heavier-than-air airplane. He
was a proficient pilot. But as dangerous as the early
biplanes vrere to pilots, Tom Gunn met death in one oi
the oldest means of tre,nsportation in the world..

After a spectacular series of exhibition flights in
the United States, he d.ecid.ed that he would like tovisit in Chinarthe home of his ancestors, which al.l Chi_
nese hold in reverence. He was being carted. along the
streets of a Chinese City, r.rhen due to cond.itions be-
yond the control of the ricksha boy, the vehicle pitchecl
backward.s and Tom Gunn ruas throwr onto the cobblecl pave-
ment. The fall fractured. his sku1l, from which he never
survived" (He flew at the EmeryvillerCalifornia Ai.r Meet
in 1912" )

Contributed by Willie L. Nye, IJlp Grove Way, Hayward,
California.


