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engines, flxed pitch props, installation of wicker seats
and original cabin interior, removal of radio gearl non-
standard instrunents and other "moclern" modifications
such as its present DC-l control vheel, 3T-11 foot pecl-
als and toe brakes, Lodestar r^rheels and disc brakes etc.

Despite the failure of Flight to even mention its
existence, the Ford Tri-Motor stands next to the DC-3
as one of f,he two most inportant aircraft types in the
pre-lar airline history of the United States. Because of
thie, and the personal history of thie p1-e.ne, every
A.A.H.6. member vho can shoirld take advantaee of this
opportunity to see this plane.

5-AT-39 has had an interestlng and va,ried career,
typical of Ford Tri--Motors th,at have lasted for mFny
years, and during its tre'vels through the U.S., Mexlco,
Hond"ur€,s and Nicaragua has bad eight resitrations. The
following detalled llfe hlstory of this p1:,ne repres-
ents the moat complete data knor.rn go far about its
wanderings.

5-AT-39 wae manufactured as a model 5-AT-B on April
6, 1929 and sold on April l2th to Southwest Air Fast
Exprees, Tulsa, Oklahona for $)lr4Jl"0O" 0n October 11
1930 i-t r€,6 tr"ansferred. to SAFE of Deleware at Love
tr'ield, Dallas, Texas, and on May 16, 1931 was sold for
$39r000.o0 to Colonial Air Trnnsport Inc", Newark, N.J.
Four further legal changes saw it sold to American Air-
vays Inc", of Chicago on April a, L933; to American
Airlines Inc. on May L2, 1934; to American Air-ways Inc.
nn Nowembcr B- tqal+: to American Airlines fnc. on Feb-v t '/J ' t

nsary J, I)JJ.
On April LB, l-936 American sold it to the Aviation

Manufactr:ring Corporation, 10! West Ad.ams Street, Chi-
cago. This company lras probably a used airplane sales
organization or exporter ag tvo months la,ter, on June..
1 A+h i + r.6. on l n *n ,l'rnnsnnrtes Aeros CentfO AmeriCanOS!u urr, a u wcD DUru vv lr@uelrvr

Lt., of Tegucigalpa, Honduras. UpQn transfer to TACA
it r'ras registered as ffi-TAK.

At some time between L936 and 1942 lt r*e,s transfered
to TACA Nicaragua and re-registered as AN-AAP. It is
knom to have been registered as AN-AAP from January
l9l+2 to l,larch 1945. At that tine it was purchased by

Miguel A. Zuniga of Mexico City and given the temp-
orary private registre,tion XB-WA.R. It was sold ahost
lumed.iately to Carlos De-ralos who ope::ated it for seven
years as Transportes Aereos de Jalisco S.A. As soon as
1t vas reglstered commercial-Iy to TATISA it was given
the registre,tion XA-FUE" (Mexican Civil registrations
reserve XA for commercial aircraft, XB for private
ownership and XC for government o.^'nerehip)

In August L9r3 it was purchased. by RauI Fierro
Ville.Iobos of Guadalajara, Ja1isco, lvlexico. On Novem-
ber 12th he s.rld" it to Robert W. I,laltermire of
Choteau, Montana, and the CAA assigned a new registra-
tion -N-1I24N. 0n May 2i, L955 Waltermire, operating
as Northwest Agricultural Aviation, sold. the plane to
Gerald D. Wilson of Orofino, Idaho. In Septenber :-955
Wilson advertised it for eale for $27r000 and in Octo-
ber gold it to E.W.Brcwn of Hcuston, Texas, who in turn
re-sold it back to Mexico"

0n January 25, L957 the Mexican govern:nent lssued
,-A'I-39 registration )B-YIT to Minerales d.e Zaragoza 5.A.,
of Torreon. TA.ree months later, on April llth, this
registration was cancelled due to the plane being ex-
ported back to the United States"

At this point Henry B. Messer and/or Gulf Coast Fac-
tors Inc. of Houston, Texas, beca,:ne the or,mer and- had.
the plane registered by the CAA as N-77913.

3y the end of L957 N-779Jts he.d. been sold- to the
Hayd.en Aircraft Corporation of Bellflower, California,
and in December was parked on Compton Airport. Hayden
used. the plane for various flight tests fcr the pro-
posed Hayd.en llAT that was to have been built in 1957.
At some tlme around 1950 the reglstered owner vas
changed to Aircraft Hydro Forrning Inc., Gardena, Cal-
{farnio aro nf -Fha cfnnlrhnlriane in Hnrrdan Airnroft

and 5-AT-39 vas once again given its original regis-
tration of If-9683. In L95I it was seen at AAA tr'Iy-Ints
at Torance and San Diego, flown by Frenchy Savard who
later helped. M Captain Stan Young deliver the plane
from Los Angeles to Tulsa.

(Witn trLants to menbers John Barbery, Adolfo Vj-lla-
senor, Lee Enich and Bob Hufford for inforrnation supplied)
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either because of their tender age or their lack of
finances vere not rlding the airlines in the late twen-
ties or the earlw thirties. For ttrose vho nissed" this
cxnprionee- thcrp ic -'^+ ^ ^L^-^^ !^ rr-' in a tr'ord. Tri-s^lsrrclrus, J€u a ulr4Lrus uv rlJ

motor and a Boeing 24fD. These two types are operated.
todn.v. in cehedr:] ed scroiec. hw TST,ANI ATRLINES SKy-
TOURS INC. near Sandusky, Ohio.

Twc Ford Tri-motors, Nf)84 and N7684, f1y on a
fzaarrar* oaLa,irr'1 a lrar,---- D^-+ dli-+^- chio and- Put_ra€9ug!u DLffcuurg vsuwggLl fur u vrrlruvLr, \

In-Bay and several otber island-s in Lake Erie. Port
Clinton is located. a fev n-iles northwest of Sand.usky,
about egui-distant between Cleveland" and. Toled.o, on the
shores of Lake Erie. Tbeir Boeine 2\7D, N188, cperates
to the same islands from Sandusky Airport, east of the

I was able to ad-d. these aircraft to ny list by sched--
uling a lay-ev"" in ClevelanC- on a return flight frort
the east. I rented- a car and- d-rove the 60 miles to Port
Clinton in time to catch the 9AM flight to Put-In-Bay.
In spite of overcast skies, the 30-od.d year o1d "Tin
flooqct' u4 s Fn i nsni ri -- --' -L+ *^-'-^^ -^.'t tO the WOOd-enuuvEg waD aL r!D-JrrI!5 Dl6rlu -uar^su !ls^
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building that serwed as a trE.ssenger r+aitingroom - so
much like the terminal facilities she had. served- i-n
her hey-day. The passengers obviously d-id. not share
my ave, but vere as nonchalant as though they r+ere rrrait-
ing at the corner bus stop. And appropriately to, for
this airline sef'ves the isl,a.nd commr:nities much like a
city bus serves suburban are&s. It is the rcost practi-
cal means of getting to the nainland for shopping and
other in-tornt choreg.

shar+l,r af*ay ,,- troerded _ the riIot Hsrnld HrrrnLurruf urJ euar usu, urrc !r r\i u, rrauLA,
noted. that ve had- more p€.ssengers than seats, In the
safle tone that a bus driver vould use to persuad.e the
passengers to move to the rear of the bus, he shouteJ
from the pllotrs compartment, "One of you will have to
rid.e up here." Without regard. for the usual amenities,
I nade a dash for the co-pilotrs seat, my ca.nera case
bouncing from head to head as I raced past the seated
passengers on my way up the aisle.

We took off in the amazingly short run that is so
characteristic of the lord. Although the trip was much
too brief, it vas worth a1l of the expense of getting
to Port Clinton just to r,e,tch Harol-d lIauck deftly rnan-
ipulate the lrheel, the throttles and the Johnson bar in
landing cn the short, sod field at Put-In- Bay. Dur-
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