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B()MBER MARK INGS OF THE TWENTIETH A. F.

PA RT
TI|E 73.'l 80143 i"lIN(; AGi\lNSl JiP:\,\

By latc 19\3 l;h,: B-2! plojerr: h;,1 grc"re lro la:ge fcr
a single \^Iing, tne !Eii-i, to nandl: 311- 3f the "Sup:rfr'rt-
ress" grcups planltJl by tnc Arny Aii'Fol'.:e. Sc-i+a'; bor,r
tire llr,l Bcmbarrlin:nt l{ing (Very IIeav-;'), a':i,i'rat:'J otl 2)i
Novenbr:r' 1943 at Salj,"ra, Kans,ts urtJ.:r 2t.td Air loi'ce G-'n-
eral Ordi,-r N,.:. Il5. The same Or'l': r ac+.j-vetcl trre ;{ingts
four groups. On 2C Nov:nbr-:' +-he l+l]t,,r Bornb:lr'1nent Group
(Very Hea'ry) came into being in 'tres+" Ie;:':; at Big;1s ?i:li,
EI Paso; an.,l 3ut in tile spsrs? Iand: of N:,r Mexlcc i:he
)+g8br canc to life at Cl-tvis Arrny Air r'lel-l . E'ren f.ll'-
ther west, r:a;: TucsDtt, ^\rizona, brl3 \:'?tn Bcrfb Group
came inio being at D:]vis-llotrtltan Fiell; r+hiLe wa;' up nor+-il
in the col-,1 clirnes of Boise, ICilho thc )OOtir Grcup'*as
acti.ratcd at Gowan Field. Each Group l-tiLi1 four bo'ibar'Incri
sguaclrotrs .:,n:l four maini::lcnce sqtr:.,1 lotts.

On L Deceinber the'riing i{eadqulr'u,::s'nlas set 1lp I1l a
corner cf Jne cf tire ne'/r SotnDelr Colriand ofJices tiln T/Sg+".

Horace A Blagg as tirc entire iJing i{ea,lquarters enli-ste'l
pe:'sonne1. His Mtrning Report that Crlv read., "Nc p'.L"son-

nel yet asgrl." For another weflli it:ead the same anl it
nakes one ,roltC:r, if tiris ',+as t;:ue who wro+-: the -ccp:rt '
The tL:uir was that SgN. 3lagg was not reaLly assiSneil to
the Wing, but borowed.

Throughou'u Decenbel bhe personnel tlill<led in, in-

lligh c'r:r *-he most famous landna.::, '.n Japan Dai]s3i :t B-29
of i-rrr \?! Lir Croup. V .r+b ebove Mt , Iuj Lyama.

a
/ By lclt'l c. FUSr

cJ-uriing ,1o1. Thorras 1{. Chapman tn: first Wing C.O. By
Februar-.r all ur-r'-ts '+e:'e siz.:,'rbl:. The ;naintenance squad-
roas of ui: llcul group.s i'iia Lransfeired tc frui' Kansits
ba-q?s, Prati,r Sreat B:nrl, Victrric and iali na, thcre
t'-eI: g.-rup- i'r.c to t-air aft'cr '-he rl'jpur+.lrre oi rhe !8til
Wing for Inilia. At bhe end oi Felrruar.y l9+ll, Wing head-
quar+,:is noved L. ^ol.ra(lo Springs, Ccirra,lo to establish
e.rtn closcr 1i-gisctr rritn i t3 pa-::lt .o,1,/,. tlie 2n,f Air
Fcrce ri,:'.i.iqlr.;,:t.ir. 0n 15 Ap::lI l-?4+ Brlg. G,:n. Ennctt
O'Dornr:11-, Jr. asriulle,l ,:oturand of tite J]r't rling. He rai; to
re ta.in *"h'-s positj ott tirl'oughout the relxaindrlr cf the war.

Early in April th': )Br:ir Uing's g-roups lcft r"he Kan-
sa.c fi:l-is fcl'inCia and the ne.r g,'cups n,r'/ed. in br re-
pLace '-ren, the lt,7i;11 to Friitt,, tl-ie l+98bh to Great Bendr
thc \i:.,th to Salina. ,1nl +-he lOOt'ir to Victoria. Tirerc, *it)r
the ni,: of spring sttll in tl-r: air and 3luste:y winds blow-
ing off the Kans.:s pfains, the cattle of Kans:rs .on-"inued.

Th.'s 3.e'.tl-' r:s to+- ---j t'r 3u:Ir o-r c.<pI:si 'r--s1 rrtlrcr it
was a stru6gt: c! irian anl jnan's i:rge'iluj ty ag"inst the mach-

ine:. In +,rrl,J casc '--re ,rn:h: ne '.Ias t'ne 3oeing ts-2! "Supe.,:--
fortr--s:" , u'ith new engines and ir-re nselJr colapli cateC
iute-cnaL systeins. it had be=n 'l'usllcd into producti-ou too
quiclity fo:: ti-ie usual'lengt)ry te;tlng that alone could
iron cu'u Il-re "bugs" in ne'.v 'lesign featul'es ' So it was up
to the nijn "rltc ;+cui.l take the pllnes i:rt'r conbat to ovr:r-
corne trc faul-t; stiLl- i e tne gr:at birrlr; .
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How r,rell they succee'lecl is demonstrateC -c7 their
recorcl at the conclusion of training on 6 October 1944.
3y that tine the average Wing crev had fiown and completed
14 B-1? Missions (B-t7's having been used in the early
training due to a shortage of 3-2p's); they'd fiown 1\.5
B-29 Missions and Coraple+.ed 12.1; Tc-ual Fornati.cn Time
,,tas 55.5 hours with JO irours being above 25.OOO feetj In-
d.ividrral Sonbing Releases nu,nbered !b.J per average crew;
Instru.nent Time avez'aged 37.2 hours and 40 hours were
spent i-n lndividual Navigati-cn.

This approxinately net the r:quire:'rentc to guarantee
very well tr':rined ciei^/s, but in one category the crews
were deficienti instead cf 40 Raf,ar Bornbing Attacks only
ll.! were complet:d per average cre'(r.

T)rrni no thdi T +.,q i -i -.. *ha rrarrne ..rar-j 33duggd f f Om! u I lr5 Lr5, vlrv

four tc tirree squa,lrons, *ith IC planes per squadron, and
had s,:en a complete irlt..'ration in their d.es+"ination. Fol-
lowing the rlecision to invade the Marianas Islands south
of Japan proper and the succesF of the initiaf atr-ack,
the 73rd i.Iing found itself no l3ngei: slated fo:: India bu+-

routed to Saipan 1n the Marianas to mcunt an all ou-t, str'3.-
teglc aerial cfi,:itsive agairst the Japanes-' iloraeland.

By the end cf September a1l- groups had their quota of
ten B-29s per squad.rort and the shiny silver bombers had
received their individual markings - the Grcup Letter,
Out-]-ined Sguare, and Airc;'aft Nurnber symbols that appeared
on theirverti-:al fins. The ground :chelcns ef ohe va:ious
units had b.-'gu:r mo'ring out tc Saipan as earJ-y as July.
bu-, it was noi unt1I the sr.art of October that the air-
craft and the ai:: crews began tire long '"rip to Mather
Field, Califo::n:a, on tc 09hu, fron +-here tc tire sup-ar-
heaterl coral of Kwajalein, and thence to Isley FieldrSai-
pan. The fiTst 3-29 to arrive in tire Marianas rttas T Sq )-(Iut." 

na-rned JoiTIN' JOSfE, THE ?ACIFIC ProI\EER with Brig,
Gen. Haywood S. Hansell, CG of the 21st Somber Cormand at
the contr:cl-s anl Ma,jor Jack J. Catf.on of iire)+98b'r llroup
as Airplane Cora'runiLi:r:. The rlate of ar-iival on Saipan was

12 Ociober. One *eek later +-he first p)-ancs of the \97tir
Group a:rtived - A sq 28 flo''rn by cap+" E'G'Hahr and A sq
26 tlo-nrn by Lt. S.P. Wagner. The first of the )OOth's
aircraft arrive'J on 31 ocicl)er. This i+as SUPINE SUSrIEE
T1['IERl{,\TiO1ilA:, !'IGi]Rn,Z Sq 42 vitn Car:b. Cl:rarl-es T. More-
land as Airplane Cottr,lander.

Missicn Nr.rrcer One for the wing i:ane on 28 cctober,
and from then unti-l 11 Novenber six nissisns ,Ier3 fic-'rn
against Trult and Iwo Jima. Basically thes':: werc training
rnissions;rncl they slrowed rlp na.ny fiainrs. Mission ItTc. 3 "ras
sched)icd,:,s e rsdir,r bc'noing iull'lll Trull , but'rhen a
thurJ,:rheu'f wtrs nj.staki:n on t-rc r:alar sccp:s f'lr Ruo Is-
-ancl bhe Inj-tj-al Pcini var: b:rt1ly ov':zrl'u:r and botlbs ',lele
scatie;ed all over Dublou Island.

First loss for tl:c l'Iing can'-: on Missi'rn No.l to Iwo
Jina, 8 lJovenbc:r:. Cn the ua'1 tt th: tirget T Sg 8, *rtir
Capt, MiItoa T:ecel< as Airplane i:,':.ran'Jer', sncoiilli::l''jd
trouble when the Nc. I engiae cat:6)rt fire. Thc plane had

to be litche,l., bu'J f:trLr men baileJ cuJ; prlor to ';he tcuch
do-urn. A "D'Ul4Bc" (rescue plane) arr:-ve'l an hour and fif-
tet--n minutes later' 'out in biro and g, half irours oi search-
lng ccul-d fin.I oo trace of 'tire ci'ev. The fcll-cwi:rg m'-)i'il-

ing, Lt" Garr.ooilr in a M.rr:ti.n PB){, sao'bie.l a raft ;:i-bir the
navigatrr' anl tlil- eim:rer aboal:l . tr'urtirr:l sealchsg llere
to no avail and these tu.lo nen wer: +,he oril-y olt:,.:s +,o stlr-

The lar:t of tile so-cal-l-ed lrain:ng lvlisr:i,rns ivas fic-"rn
on 11 Ncvernber by the !C{)th Group; cn}y the 499t r ha'l nor:

parti-cipatei in a rn-ssiott by 15 Novelot-'::.. blne big Jay -
the firs+. ';ling Brieli:rg l-ol' an E.'np:re l4issiou. Thc +,o.il'"
'nras No. 367, tne Musashi.ro crrg-'-lr-: ,':l-an'i: at foli;'3' Evei:yone

had gu,:sser1 bhe flrs+" ';arget rouiil b: To-rlyo, 'oui; ih.-' f:re-
thought dil litLl.': -co dampen the enlhusia':m of u'rc ':ren
wher they first sa'c tr: brlef.ing nap r+r+-'r ir.s line;: l-ead-
ing fron Saipan '-o t-re Japinase ;'epi-trl . Ev':lyone li;+,er'
erl and*rae reaCy. The pl-anes r're::e rea.'l;r, br,>r o'.rt the
weatire:: o-l:jr Japan *ras nci;' Fol'thc ne3+" bro '1a;rr; gL:cup

bri.efingl: 've:r hel,1 r but n.l rrrission carne. tr'ci ei-g:rt
straighi .1il;rs thc misiji')n ,r3; pcsbpcnerl, !b:il- 24 Novernber

1944" . . .

The first B-29 i.ato the air was A Sg 1, DAUIIILESS
DOITI, rvith Brig. Gen. Ennett O'DonneLl, Jr. at the con-
trols anC the Airplane Conrnander, lilaJor Robert K. Morgan
of MEMPIIIS BELLE fame besid"e hi,.rr. Behind DOTTY ca-ne Il-O
other B-2!s, but over Tokyo rada:: condlti.ons were so barl
only 24 aircraft bcrnbr'f the prirnary ta:'ge-,, No. J!J, with
poor results. 54 others bonbe,f the Secon,la:y Target, ancl
the string of circumstances vhi:h seenerl to give Target
317 a chanqe,f life began. Often it was attacked in the
months ahead bu+. fcr ole reason cr anot?rer it was not
knocked out :nti1 the last t;ro rnonthg of the war - and.
then by anothe:'Wing.

The firs+" B-29 tc go do*n over Jap.en ,.ras f:'on bl.re
497tn -.C. Sq 26 fl.'r'*n by Lt. Sarn P. Wagner, a Wes+- Point
graduate. A Sq 25 *es flying an outside position on 24
Ncvenber, and sholtly afte:' +-hc ta:'gct a Japanese plane
raked her ,*ith gunfire, pro'oably incapacitatiog Lhe gun-
ners. A mornent l-ater a "Tony" came in on he:' ta,il. The
Tony vas fire,..] cn by th::ei: odre:: :irolanes in the fo-ra-
ation but not A Sq 26, ft ras probibl-/ h'-t, '<.i.l)-irg tre
en::qr pi1rb, ?or il fa.il:.1 ic retulr the fire. i{owever,
+L^ T^^,, .-^^+ -r^\r^l i.n, +11e^rrrh t rc ,rir ,+ +.^ .1ah f-:-j--v:r= IU:IJ r-=iru,{'JJULL ev U:tg LfJIf-lf:':IIg
A Sq 26. Closer anC. closei the Iony came un-t:'.l it crash-
ed intc -.he ts-2prs tail plane. SoLh aircraft wen',.ln'uo
a slcw spiral. Then A Sq 25 rlive<i. ster:ply in it; final
plunge. No pa:achutes lre13 seen.

In resporrsc *"o tt:s first llission b/ tire lJl'l ,^iing,
the Japane:;e attaL:ked Saipan cn i.re :right rf Z5/Z'1 t:lc.r-
cnb:-r:. Ihe firsb atta:k can= j.r;-, af L::: nid,:riallr-v ;+hen
two "Bettt" bonbe:s st.rai.:d :.re )+99t.r C:isp:r's:r1- ,rr:.a. At
Jaiun the next Enpl:e nis:;ion war: lispatc:1,:1, bul- aL ten
mj-nutes ;rft-.:' noon 1l "Zekes" came in anrl strafed. Isley
Eield thorcu€hl-y. Sav:::al nelt rer j ki)-Ier1, ci.reis vrounCi:,l r
and as a resul-t of b.re'..ro r.ails 7 B-29s'*ei'e either Je-
stroy:J tr sut'v.-.ye:l :.rhile:'nary ot.ile:'s,r,:l':,J:.na,3r-.;1, tr+:
lcst l'-,rs+. incluCing V Sg 1, A SqO. it SS 7 and T Sq I,).

. Th.e seccnd Enpiie l4ission v,ras ,11;o aimeil at 357 ,rnd
ha,1 nc bettl.;' l-ucl< than tlr-e first. Oi]r.:: hlgh all::'.bLrC.e
missions fcllowe,l at 2JrCO) +-r 3+rCi)O ieet, Jirec+.e,1
against key ta:qe*v-i !1 Japnn fci' the i'enaincle:: of ]94,1f
and January and Februau:'y \94r. Ea:h rnrssion hail itr:
heroes ,rnd its t::ageilies ar; thc B-2ps p::oved thensel_ves
capabJ-,: 'ceyond bheir dt:srgn:)isr fondest di:,ln; .ir ',ire
sk.i.es o.r-er Japan.

M-lsr;lon i'lo. 1,), tc Tokyc on J .De:en:brl-', iras also
agairst 3)T anl brls +.a:'gci :l-:arl-y pmz.:l iroir tr'..:g:r lt
'nras. Six aircreft I're;:t Lost :'_ncluJirg i,he leai B-2! flcvn
by Col . Richar:l T. Kirg, Jr., CO of i;he )OO'"h Group. 0n
the srrme plane, as rrn obst--rv.il ras Ccl-.B. E. Brugge fron
Wing II:a.1q,r:i'ters. Ccl . Bru,4gu 'lie.l aftr:r' be tng .:.mtui:d
wh.il: Cc1 , King sur'.ri''reJ as :l Prisorrer of War. Aft,.:: V-J
Day he recounte.l -.he inci,li:nt in th--ls r,r:r.r:

"I was fiying as Flighl lo:llrra:r,:ler cf a l2-ship
for".lat:'.cn with l,{a,ior R. GofJsr,rort}iy..., Our rnlssiotr
was an aircrafi; engine plant in the Totiyo area anr,l ,nre

had 'l:opped our: bo'r.bs fro',r a'Jplcxirat.r_/ J2rlOO feb*-,
vhen we "rere atra.k.d by L, f-lgh-.crs. Although we
shot dcwn sorne cf the fight:'s, th.:y hlt our: lcft .in-
boall grsoii.n: !a.nl: so se :r:cusl_7 t.rat j_ t srrr-/:,1 J:tsc -
line a1l- o.rer tire aircraft and the en'.:'-re ship began
*.n +'rr-aq Ql rr-- f-,1', ih+ f -l zhi-:"q harl inni nirrl .r r"l cnurr.6r) f- -,t'e''!-!.rJ alr\)
docf ln'ra,l flrn :1:rl-:'ieql I'rqtam n2.'nd iho 'r*r;"-a,,. rra-!-L rb
irn:rei'ati-to en'l lema-ri r." i:h'. nnqo r^rh '-l :rrn.rne* :.r il-ra*'! lr!\- .- U uP!vr

it cane dlrn. By the tine +..oe ship iia.-l l,:st i"l+,itriC,:
to 2),C0O f,eei I bailerl cu+.. At bhat bine I ,1.iC nct
reu.li.ze that" f wa.; injr;r:d it a'ti 'Ja./. f:rl:itcJ::.ltely aft-
er bailing out I count:L at ,r-:a;t cight ar,1 ,)cssibfy
nine chutes as I f-roatel ,:ar+.ir',rard myself .

"Landing in an ope:i iieI,l, I innediately cut :ny-

shrorrci li.nes and :ftun,i bhat I had ieen burned on one
leg and ny face. Since Jaranesc fight:;:s'reie,Jivi.rg
do-wn direc*"J-y ov.::: t-re fiel..l trn.l it seeneil th:y 'ni.g:ti:
be l,roi:i. rg fcr Ie, T r+al<e,l cve-. r-lndi) r tee tr':e; ...r,'l--

oae :i-ie cf bhe flsld anrl ',,raitef :1.r,: 3 f,:1,' inorrrei-its.
Meanwh:1-e I fooliel nys:If ovei a lj-ttt-,: rlc::c thorough-
Iy anC f,tun,L that f hcld landr:d rrna-:red ilince my .45

A.A.II .S. JOUi1IIAL
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T;rc fs.rrrous aircraft that '.ren+, overseas with the 498-,h Bornb

Group ancl ser'-;ed "iitlr it until August' L94rt LOi{G DISTANCE,

T Sq \9, and F0R31D!EN liliUII, 'I Sq lC.

- -l:-.

T Sq \l in the ':ar1y days as IA.DY E1/E 11 . It beca-'nc later
WTLL-IE i'L\E. AnJ I Sq )+5, ;IONSHIJ LIA',IK, that prov:s aII
49Eth name,l B-29s vere not c':corated by someoners drealo
beaury.

-!!!t, " ;>^

dii*l;ii{i{$ *ra

Ds$try*"\,\\\r!
rl

suprNE sllE, TiIE TNTERNA$ONAL FIG'JRE, Z sq 42, the first
B-?9 of the lOO Group t3 arrive on Saipan, and ano+-her

jOath. B-29: DRAGGIN LADY Z Sg 6, lost in an emergency ditch-
ing on 23 -t-eb. 45.

*"sw
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Tvrl cllseups of the same airplane, Lt. Ccl-. Gerald. G.
Ilobinson's BATTLII'i' BT,TTY lll , named. fcr his r,rife. At
Ieft is th: name and ol.iginal draving, a girl _Ln a yel-
ioll bati,-ng su-t seated. .)n e. Ilght-blue slive: cf moon
with the narne in red..

Tiris vas the scene ai'ter the.J[rpaneee attacks of 2'7 Nov-
elnber' .1.944. In the first phcto can be seen all that re-
..)a.rnrl i.i thc +)l'-]n' s A Sq !. Thc second. phctc shor,rs

r.ec been lost on the r"e,y down, I rn:as r^rearing only
sunian shirt and trousers anC 'egular GI shoes,
scci.s ard undervear, with no other eguipment.
Siror-"].-; some .Tenq,6gge civilians found me and not
onl;r handcuffed but also bound me with my ovn shroud

Th.: c:'e.,r of Capt, Francis J. Murray aboard T Sq.28
t'ron the 498tn Croup was luckier on Mission No. 10.

forrnation to avold a mid-air collision. Ttren the Jap-
-r'-^^ {ii
4titrDq _.iol ugrD v/grg 4!! 9vgr urrsrr, !@A1116 t]orD @r vs4

.Fi. E,-Fri\.' ri -e qhot out tne fuel tran:fer swsJ-.en -

At rtght i-s the ncse insignia that became stand.ard. late
-n the var fcr al-I 73rd. W-ng Bombers - the W-nged Black
Ball vith an elongated. Yelfov Baib r::,;'ryin6 the aircrafts
name, The forty-three bomb sl.mbcls are .n red., and. the
plane is T-4I fron the [98th Grcup. (photos - G. Robtngon)

the d.esolatlon in the hard hi-t 499th area vhere V Sq I
vas d.estroyed.. The third. phJtJ shows the ground. crevs
finishing cff the fires around. the destroyed. A Sq !.
(Phctc - H. P. Ging)

sho-- a;eirguil- ,.ritir ir.-ls ,r+5 and tir:-s va:; cut j_rto t:n
pi,:c+s .inC ,)att,r. For f-- rc da"rs tLre ner l:iftc..l b,_-.f :r.:
th,:rr manage,l --,1 'i1'13+,: 'r .iril an:l head i-:r' b_re Pirili.ooites.
Or tre t--nt'r l.r.,r'r l{a'ry Ptsl.i was spor;r,:J t:n rri.L--s aia.r at
lrOOt) ieet. A rlye narkei'and two ffares faile,f tc att:'act
it. One f la:e .var; Ief t, cne iritn a punc-,uis,J prlme i -"hat
had nol;^rorl.,e,'1. befoie. Sgt, Dean grabbed it, pr"r-- i-t in flre
fla:: gun and ',+rtl-r all- h.'.J migh-" .ri-l i; rJ pl t't61)... It wo:'lt-
ed; sho+, +,he fl-ar:. The "'re:r in thc Pll4Y. srtr ib. came c;er

the cre"r - just IOO rnl.ies fcorn Saiptnrfor alti-rough thcy had
been s;riling ro'.i:rrd t-rc ?hiI'ppi:tes r,ite cur.r:rt ha.l 'rc 

1rt
ti-rer nearl-y i-n olte spot.

fifteen minutes before target ice formed over the r,rind.- and buzz.:'l the:':.fts. O: ihe elev,:ntr Ca.rr a PBY d.ro,:oe,.L
'-r --^i- A Ol ionrrino rricion tn f-ha -i l-* anA a^Uvr> Ur v)t=tJ D--rt uslrJr-rb }rltvu 4lru lU- then a note tirat sa.i,1 a sr:rfac-- vessel irou-'_d prck them up.

pi1ot. Tr.ere r,/as nothing they could do but drop out of ancl an jrour l-at"--r a.,lestr.yer hove intr sight and rescued

nuncturerl the oil tanks and riddled the airplane. Flak A B-29 that Cid lot, ::;n: hlnrs i-:'orr iokyo on I Decen-
adcied to the holes s-ad danerorl ana rnmh bay door so it ber w:rs LOI{G D.lsTAl\T,)J, _f Sg t|g. Wrb.r. Capt. Donald J. Duf_
-'"/oul-cl nol close. forJ at +uh-- conilols it was ramc,l lry a "Tcny" that

Fcr six [curs ti-rc airpJ-ane fie-..r on unti-I, wrth 12OO disr:.b]-,:l and part:'-a]ly tcl"e cfl N:. J englne. Ou-. of fcr-
giill.,ttis tr.rt coui.l nct.b: t:'a.nsferie'f sti.l-l- in ihe f,aniis, matj.,)n then, this lJo':1b(lr srrstained 131 fighi:r attacks 5uI,
t'i.' ,:r-;i--:: :hr-.-:-l :r a st.)p. T Sq 28 w:,s jn a r-in sgu.ill through magn:fic:nt aiganuh:p ;a\j. :ar-dt gurrircry Cali.
as shc ,:amc,fovrn br Jit:h. She hit at 120 nph, stopped in Dufforf and t:iis cr.c,,r fought off -bh,: att-,a:ks anc crought
thi:e: se.:onds ancl rroi(e in half. The pilot and ilnglnecl. gci LOI\G tI;TA,\Cl safe!-y bach to IsJ-:y lie1.l .rith none cf gre
trro l-i-f': iafts ou-; anr.l infl-atcil rlp fron';, r'rhiLe Sg-u. Cha:'l-ei creir woundi:rl . This feat won;-rrch plaise in tstate;ilil neitrs-
D:rr gri; a:ri. ano':1cr l-if : .rafr €lnC .ln.,r;3:rcy erlti-pne nt .fron pape,:s is the first instaic,: rf Jrr sut:1.1,: ta:t_._cs in tire
the taiL ;ectlon. Finall-y tre sul-.'i-',rl.rs hui1ill,-.d in the air ags.inst 3-29s.
raf*"s - ail. bttt +-hr: cc-pi.1,t+-.. :t. Ra;r Kelle.r- wbo went do-urn In nrd-Deienber ihi:ee n,ijrli{tJts in a rovr were fi:rn
vitir .birr.rr':cl<aAt, against rhe i4it:;ubj.sni ,o:-anis a.t iilagcy:;. Thes: wb:ra the

The titre ,_. .i,ef ts re::: serlul':,f tlgr:*.hei and , .ntir Ca;r- f irst: .'L1traJ.lc tr'_,)n ,rf i,lr 1 ,tt ilrs +,f ,,,hat ;ras to b,._-,:ornc
lig'r';, r':,tirnj-ng ri the neelqerl sr-lilplies began. Two fish fan:'-lial as "fiak all.--;i". The Jap::.nese ha,l heav;i l.l\ in-
i;':': :rugili; r.nl :at: r l'a\n. 0;t i.'re f irs r. ,ltl;:.npi, Sgt,. Dea:r staullat j.ons cn 'oo'!ir ;i,les of na:?"ci^/ lrTagoya Bay so cc-ortlin-

A.A.H.S. JOUB,]',IAL



ared that tirey:ould:oake +-he a:eii over the ba;r ertrenely
hot. T'he lossea on the three mlssions shoiled ho? tou6h
the flak condltiors '*rer3. l-2 bonbers were lost and t6 dam-
aged - alt:roug\ a good :neasure of lll.'.s res due tc very
heavy Japanese aerial inter.reption, (509 atta;ts alone on
the 22 December. nissio:i). Tough as the target ?as ro ger
at, the attack on 13 Deceuber narke,l bhe first instance of
the lling creating serilus damag.j bc an objec'uive, dlllt 4Ofi
rf TargeL l-!J b-*ing seriously damage4.

Seven attacks i+el:: carlied ou; on thc Japinese hone-
lani by Chris+;ms tine anl, truc tr '"he *orcls of Tokyo
Rose, th3 Japanese re'tia,liatea on Christmas night. fpspty-
Pirr- oi--lan-d .riAsd tL- iainon rirfi6la: d6d+F^a'i-d +.'^
B-29e, cne by a very accurate glide-bonbing attack.
Since +-he f j-rst such raii on 25 f 27 No.tenc:r s.:v.tral- r'-n-
effecti-.re ai-r attacks hal been ca:ried out. bul ilris ms
the last, Lhat Houl.d :aus? ilotabl-e damage. A11 Japanese
atta;lrs on Saipan stoppel afre: 2 I'..bcuary, just b..fore
ihA .r'irrl.i 

^f 
fh6jT di-,-i-,, Li-- 1r T r^ Ti--.D :46r r 15

For ihe last mission 3i i944 tire Wing re+.urneJ to
Target Itro. Jlil, :reaterl llttl-: danrrg:, ],lst rhree bonbcrs
wi+.h batlle danag,- i3 h+. On: of those lost war; Ui{CLE T0!4'S
CABIN, T Sq 2!.^rith Ma,jor J:nn E. Kraus-- a; Alrplane Cou-
nand,:r. T Sq 2u iras l=a.-ting'uhe tn.'.rl el:nc:rt cf a ti3ht
nine-pl&ne fcrration on tire borf,b run :etveen Mt. Fuji and
Tokyo when '-roubl-e str:u:'i at i+?t, Jne ninrr',J before bordos
una!. -4 Tony camc in heaJ-rn., sfi.ghtl-y h;lgh., viir g:t:rs
bl-azing. The iing sight clister rJl:rv off thc B-29 :rcn :his
fir-^, prtball-y l::ll:'.ng tlre Jent:aI Fir: Ccn'---o-: ;ulrrer, and

!L^ -\'i n frryr rrnsa tn la:r'lino r,1.r.: .a+ iir^v'rE lr5rrv u\/ !-r!!.1t.-
ving {as tr:'n cpen by tite T:nyrs wing, kill-ing tr wounding

ehd .ali 
^ ^'ra-.i^_.e,rs LrJ-lr!JU_. it16!rr=;r u!t--eulr.

fhe thr--e fcot rirle gash enit'red a ,lher: ,rf yellow
41--^ +L.,^....L .L, ^L ----+ 1 .rni ri,:nrr 

^f 
6d)ri an6-l ^.,-^ Fi,.rrortrs wrrr'.,itr6rr'{-L--tL Pr. -'.r! t1:ui try-

ing ou1;:f '":re eir-olanr. For JO selends, howe''::., thc B-2?
he13 for:rati,r:l b3flie ,J:oppirg 3u1; a.brui)tl-J, Ilsing soce,L
and altitud,: faster than a:,)Dmparying p]-ares couJ-d slcr
dc-"'n. I'ighters svarned :n f.ron all sides and l-ev.:l-s. At
applcxinatlly o:re nilirt3 fr:on lhe tlne it ief'u bhe fcr'rat'ron
T Sq 25 r,t:r 

"iinmetl 
by a ;ecoucl lony cn ire rightrf,3nd side

knockj 1g off !a:ti of t:re trr-r'rg a:1 .\o. J cr Nc. I+ :rgine.
UI'IJLE TO]4'S CA3IN vas at 28,!00 feet- rncl iloiit ilciln

fast when yet anoibe" Tcny ranned it frorn und,-aneath in ihe
lrelJ-y near the CFC conpa:tn3rt. Ime.liately :t lieat into a
spin, recc.rered, and took up a aarall3l coursl belcar the
rest of E;re BT)+th Squarl:on, bui::r: i:ast lO fighi:rs,v:r:
d+i11 .f+r' r+ F{h--11.. nrrt^c ,rf+a? +'.i ei F.! r+ir^1.f .!.r@r LJ

lt reni out of cc:lbrDl and. hearled st;'aight d.orn frtrrn 201000
feet. No orie bailed cut and rn.inu+.es later a colwn of sm3i(e
was Been tc riee fro'n ti'Ie ground. a fe../ n:Ies nor+.hvest of
Tokyo Bay. It 'ras co:rf ine.l tnat at least p To:ys {erc shoi
Jown by T Sg 25rs cretr, No n:r: gP-I]-ant bati;l-t rari ev:;'
hrr+ rr'. h\. e ,1.'i ne :irr-..ff,rti-s i.

To eta;'t cfi Elle ltrer Year -':;h*., bir: 73r'l 'ding began
a nev type of rrd,ssion on 3 January L?l'5. 'trh1]-e sr,ill- fiy-
ing at ir:Jh altr:tud. the targ.:t ra; the :ity of ltlagoya
rather '"han any prrti3u:ar plare in ihat .i+"y, AIso the
bomb }f,a,] 'ras m:st]-y incendiary as tire lesign vas to 5iu:a
the city. Resultc ;ho-sed bhro: nill-i.on sq'aare f':eb cf r3s-
i.denti.al- ar:a and ore snd.ll. +"ex'"i.I: nill- deitroye'1.. Losses
werc fi{e aiicif,ft, rj.+.:L ?i lanaged.

One cf rhe c1am4:,1 planes '{as SAT|LIN' BETTY fl (ta,:
first SATILINT BET--Y had been d3stroyeJ ,luring bhe Ch]:ist-
mas night ati,a;k. ) Over '-he ta.:ge+, T Sq )lf , ff3,rn by its
Airplane Jon-traadr:r2 Major Gererl:). l. Rob:'.nson, rith Lt. Jci,
Jolrn H. G"rj-ffith aB co-pilrlt, tor:i< a hearl ,:n atLa:k lron a
Japanese fighter +Jrat barcly skimleJ by underneath th: 3-2?.
It vas hlt b/ two 20 rm shclls tirat shattered the plaxi-
glasB no,ie, '.roundeC the bc:ccardier, and knockcd out r"ire NJ.
1 :ngine snd the J-1 au::natj.: .llb'..

As thc prssrrrize.f air r!1sr:r3,1 out lf i:he nos3, thi)
temperatrri'c rl::oppeJ tc 40 ile 3t3es b:lcw ze::o' Ccl. Grlf -
fith qu'ickly reached cut and began to pul-L the boubard-
ier to a safer pcsiti.on. R.bbj.:, 3.s the/ cal-1eil tir',' I'la.jorr
saw his boot Cang)-ing as though heli rry ott-'-y a thin threarl
and reachel- dom and cra.lle,l th^ nearly Je/e.rJL] foot sls tbe
bornbgrd.ier was setti:d drff behird the pilo+.s. Avare that
the '.ro'.rndeA nan wa1; freezing, the tJo pil-ots renJ'red bheir
hea'/y f1y:ng suits and tucked them arourtd bim but Robbiers
gloves, that had beel cr: tlie fi)or, were ]ost lrnderneath
the bombardier.

For vhat se:laed endless m:.nutes in tire incre,lible
colC, Major Rclinson fiev larehanC')d -tear:rg .n1l/ a lighi-

. Fina.tt.y hp he.i h;r^ h^rrh"_- a,l'! )rw=f6rru :!Jr.€ LJU,P,-.
fighter range, nn..l he rrc;el 3.q.TrT,Ir\i'BETIY 1l do'rn at ltoOr)
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feet per ninute until shc rcachcrl Lne safe an.i ,,rarn alti-
turte of 4500 feet, headed for Saipan. They csme home l)OO
mil-es on J r:nginee, rithout an auionatic pi13t, f'or his
"high professional skill, courage, ani.i J':vorj..r tc ,lut:r"
Major Robinsou :ec.i.r3d D5i' .f the f i:st Dist::.ngr1.she.1 FIy-
ing Crosses in tir: lJ:"] ^Iing. 

(Th3 bonc,a:.lierr Lt. Paul
O'3rier. srrrvir3d, rcceived bhe Silver Star and retlu:ne,J to
duty. )

fo infer tirat life in tire JlrJ'diirg -"ra,; all- conbat.
ioss and heroism is far from t,re tru"il. Thel:.i nas n-tch
Iigh'u )rea:',:C p1a;r, t:c. -And the:e *er: thirgs that sl::ne.l

-^r L.r I .., ,j ," . ,t.,-- T,,nri.:. ?ne su:hfrrDf6rrlrrr@;r! v'te J-w .!;drr.r5.

wa; tha Dof E ,f EiFr 5'f+L1r Jqrra{l:f,r, ,+J,Ji;: 3crib Crouir. The
"Dissolrr".iJn of E rc:u',tr.)n vf,ri a 5o+-i:r-i) of Cana,iiar Clul:
Whiskey that had qrtl-t3 a careei for an old bottri ^r q-i'ir-
us l'runentr'-,

At an ca:rl; datc tire D of E wa: p)-ac--C in a n:che
in Major ECr+a:,'l C, Lgss' LASSI,I:jO)4I iIOl,{E, T Sq 2I_. an.J
there it issteJ for trelL.e suc.:essf ul nissi-orrs o.r:r J:r:an.
On tire !h'rt.',::r-.h, 1\ January r-lLr, jlLst afte.': l4a,jor Lass
had recaived or(lcfs to retir:f ':. the ita+"esr the D cf 5
was stlll. th.lr'3 and 1api.. 

""Iagner 
W. Dick ilas tire new Air-

plane C.rf,n&:r1,:r. The target 'ras Nagoya and bire flak anrl
f -ighiers of tire Japaxes: Enpire aad.,i 

" 
fiyi ng sl--re ou: cf

LqSSm. Ninete:n houis ;rftlr 'us.ka-of i', al,I t'o3 orrher cre trs
had lan.1cl, be?r ini;ir.ga+":l i:rf buc:r)-1 intc b.r,l, an.l
I"ASSIE, witil the D cf ll_. l';r bee: gi/en up fli ir)st. Illree
men, hoile'rJ-', rcnai nel on '.ire f iell :elusing to ac,ier: +-he

inevitable. These *--re !ir.^ Squadrcl C0, Lt. CcI. Boris M.
Zubkr, M3jor Lass lrC -Ya jo: Kuc:rnirg, /ho wjrs ;r1so slar,cl
tc rctlr:n t: 'b'ire Zone cf Interior.
. They stDoC a1on3 i.n rhe night.. rot s:lakirg. Then

the.r h.n-rt +.h: :^rrrI of . -r - h.. '+F:r--1 l-ard, It
cam3 doil-n a1C T'i1JI::i tora-l bh.rr, a patchdor;i qu:It rtth
a name that coul-d not have been more true. Desp:te e're-ey-
thirr I A<s:.: 1,1 ..'.. \OrJ', On,-. l)J-( at jtcl an4 ti13
handful- lf rnen ltlew sherd onlJ tre salv:4e +-he ae:<t Ca-r.
Thcy agreeJ it was oniy +-ilc D cf E that sar trer througll,
and thiJ faithfuj. botl,l-,: na,; l:3n,tvea fron itJ niche +-o Lt.
CoI. Z'Jbko's offi:e.rherc its spi.rit ras frt+-ingl-ir interief .

T5at. aftcr sfl, :ial aluays be:n its in-.ondeC dcstiny
fcr the nane, Dissolu-::'-'rn of Ev,rlJt,i.):, aal; s;mbolj c.
Evolution reDresentsl the evol-venent cf a grcup of :ncn i,r-

Dissoif,tion relresented tiie tiue\r',-u Dgql({L\/-'

the first :rerl of rhat orrglnal squa,lrcn wou:J retuif to the
States, AfLer 14 January and LASSIf'S last flight, ttre
D of E stooC :pcn a peJ,:stal ln Lt. Col.Zubkors office.
There va,; no graph ., ;ha:t . n€r_D or p : J +.lrTc c) any or' iile
vaLl-s of Ure cfflce, jusi'.it: D of E jn qu:et iliJniiy.

The peak ot iosries f,ri' trc '/Jri '.iing :ane rn 27 Ja,n-
ury 1945. The tr:g.'t .nr No. 3jl aga:in and th::: re:c a
total of )B+ aE5r.:ssive i^g'rlo: at+.ecks a1ain$b i,re ts-29s -
!!4 of i..res: alrirst t'le l?ad ,'rcup, the i+??th. T5e eneny
+i-L!^.-^ r^-.^.r fL: t'Srrn-rf,tr+-:t' qa r't.J off j;itrffarrwriD uu!;.r Jr wD ) r ).LLL.

coast rr] t1e:{a./ ouL. Wing:}ains *::e 5O-t7-79, cr 60 de-
stroyed, il probabJ-y destroyed anrl 19,1ana6eri. Nine B-2!s
werc I')st, fLr': c! bher fron t13 t?7ti].

Tho':gir i b nif l. ah-a;/i r:u{ i r t'r': ;':ccils :rs "des-
t-nrr.1" thrt '1,1v 

ri.r'l:\rr L.,.1 . '. .i"l rorqoru^uJ-r vrlJv uc_v, r7lJ,1 .
to get its .rreir b4.l: tr Saipan. Th:r vrs IfiSIl LASSI.tr, A
SS 52. With Airplane Coruaand;: it, Lloy.J Avery at tlle
contro:-s IltISIl IASSIE foughi its ra,r ia f16rx --ile coast to-

r -_+.F^rn I tl. -rr j:n.1ns ..i ?.,1,ift ;;1.af J14 6E! 4r.rir irr:JriL/JCr rc:u lfrvi
l^h. r'Z>).>tr 'njr 1^.-r r-,ri t:,.-+t.r .,L^.,.. r..^L.--j --f Ji] v rr q\' U'LJ

firJ riir-i! -.ir: CFI gun:r':r'the Zek3 n37':r trird io pul--l- oui;.
It smashed into !lr: 3-29's lef! wing just behind t]le

No.l engine and ag:rred a{a:/ cight fee*" of tire ail3ion and
a thirC of the lalding fra:. I{c. I eng:ners gas tanii ra.l
rinr..,1 .rn'r rr:1 :,renlih-.^'rp-.1 

^rri: 
Tlp -n:r---.^u -\. 6,!urrrf !-- Pe4.\L 'r!. r!c ::r5--rec!

lv hsoal t-1hsf6r't'i ns f:r.'r e". '.r +;1- 1u-a.-a.1 . 'lli .Ilill thetJ v\.5Jrr uri.-ur-rr-:'6
level cf i,ire fucl- in t.r:.:':l-r, *lis b:-l-c;r +-he poi-:b:l ieak.
After irat ia : )l :11!'-". cacl,: t,r i-te '-an'r tr ii.:t ilte No. I
ah.ri .5 1-'rri \i -d

St:iLL eoiJirg fci:reti.o'r, Li.!ll:I LAjS:1.J absorbe;l inr,rro
fightcr sttschs as the InitlaL Pcilt came an.l :es;:rl. A
"Jack" cane in frorn behinl. Thc tc,il gul,r:r''ol-asEc.l aJay
at it an.l scorJd h.'.ti.3t.iII t1.- Ji--L( Jil: in, sper:'ng ofi
hi6-rr id i+ -l- ^rl flrA .liqirn^r Ti.,-r ii hr+ +-, -j- ' ^"+!r=rc5 ao -.I5 trrv

the ent.'Lr-- left si,,1e of t-re Lai.L ;u'.rl:-''s co,lp3:inent ,tn-
torf'Ji:1j l:i'r, ripnl.rg the 1.:1t stab j.l-i:e:" .:o:t.-L:',:r.; r'l-l an.i
cnanni r: :'1^ -^-'it^al 'r\1.:1 ^- 

f.r , rr I,ri ra .:l l^ Cj' C:le

plan:. -{t t1.r irir:', -rstont c.il :ort;a:t, i''.: rotba'li:r
drornarl th. .r;.rqo. ther LRIili{ LASSLI ',rert out .lf lo:tir',)i

-' -"-L ;lj r:1.
Eiahl-- t.n,rrrnd F-et.'i +al' 11,:4,,..>u - i:., v\_.!Jr! wr,v ,J-!:rJv {rD-

cov.:re,1 il:l-; cortrJl-s rqoll:':d an1 h: o:g:.n 1'1Jh'"i:19 A Sq j2.
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More fighters h:'.t, but gornehow the tni:e rmed 3-2! (wlth-
out a tail guil anC no fi.repower oD the left siCe) nanaged
to hold its own and 3iua)-1y lose thenx.out ovar +"he Pacific.

Five ilen, i'ol'king in shifts, nanaged to f cee tL-.
wound.e.l tail gunner. IIe vas then treatld along :^rith the
wounded radio oBeratou as the Blane i,robblod baek to-*arrl
Salpan, After what geemeLl an eternity at tbe edge of
obllvion A Sg J2 brolie clouds on a li.ne for the :.unra7 at
Saipan.

The co-pilct ras flylng I3ISit LASSI! now but it felL
off too nuch on thc final approach. IIe tried to get itg
nosc up but :cu13rrtE. The cl-iffs whe:: thc iunwa:/ beg:ns
wer" raciag ilir3ctl-y at Ureq rhen tlle c:-pi)-ot put his feet
on the lnstrwrent panel anC ga-\re cne final heave. Up carne
the noso rrn.f the strlcken bonber l:aped cver the edge and
hit bhe runway. The nose i,rbeel coilacse . No.I engine
burst lnto fieres. A ving caught an enbanlanent slamrl:rg
f.he nt:n- wint:nt] .r :-^11-n nL^ r.i,..-i-- .,--r-- ggn^ 6ff .r !v!e 1r w !J

The fuselage crscltril :l:r bhe nidill: and ',.re "'r,:cksg: )-ay
still,

fwo nen wcre injured 1n the crash lanli:l9, Two lraC
been \.rounded.. The others came througti safely. 0f tire
el-even mn crer{ on IRISE LASSI! nine rer3 ,leccrated -
the Airp)-ane Comnder and. the 1-a,il gunner with t\e DSC,
the co-pilot and fiight engine3" with the Sil.re.r Star,
the bonbarrlier and navigator with 

"he 
Dtr'C an1 th:::c

gunners with the Air Med.al.

The fi.rst nission in February, cn ihc )tth, *as an
incendiary attack cn Kobe that succe:.le.J. in burltr'-lg tso
and a half nj.Llion squar: f:eb of t:re clty. One cf tlae
bornbeis takjng.i)a:t'ras DEVIL'S DARLIN', T Sq !, cf the
498tfr wlttr lst Lt. Malu:l:e L. Malone as Airplane Comr-nanC-

er. O:/er the target DEVII,'S DARLII{r vas hearily }amagr:'l
lrr - rr;ninrr< .:nri.re nf Fi-L!--. .,+L.^-- .L.- i-^\jti+., +^frSirq:- ivrLs:r !]@Jr!ruJ uu
closc the "ocmb docrs 'rnl added d:ag fro'f, a tlangii.r; bonb
bay tank caus.'.f :he plane t1 lag bJh:1d itc f,Jr'natj-oa.

One of the first 20r]Il1 shcl-l-c struck Lt. Malcne an:l
kiIleJ irj.r lrsterntly. Another sh:l-I sev:r-.Iy ?ound,)l th.
rad.ar operator. No. l+ engine /as hit snd coul-Jnrt be f:atir-
6?ad rhd ell ihdfr:rh:nF---.-..__,LS :Jr rfe rtgtrI {tng 311E1:13s {eIJ

1-- fh^ I .,f .l '-t rn r_h -a -t War ,lownduu! ulurra.Lrl,
and the tail a"1rl ,]uxil-iary Do?Jr uni.b Jl;+.i'ln *rr: damqe,l..
Despit: *.he ccnsiJcrable Jamage, !t. ;lobir'+- J. 3ur'"):r, as

^'*.-. +L6 -^-+--: -6^ +C liv:e,r_PLL)u'

DEVILTS DA-?:INr intc clouds to try and. .:scrl?: +,h3 cnemy
fightrrs, The No. 2 sngi:r: :1ad bee:r a::r:l,:ntally f:stner-
e,f cu: nor it was:cestartel a; Ma,ior Jo.: Kramp pe.lle:l out
of r'Jnati.on hri-th ]ris B-29 anl chased. the hst of thc Japan-
es" fiJhbifs ri-.r?jr frot-l f SS 9.

Aftcr tha+, i.t nas tr'l tc get hor:, Ihr:ra'/-:getc: he)-pe.J
remo'rc Lt, -r4al-onrrs bol;/ 

"n'f th.n jJ::1e.1 it. 3u:i:r at the
confr)b. No I propell:r f:na}ly nrfteJ off and ir::r it;:lf
e'l c:r nt' ih- nl ano - rnrl Lt" Burion stabilrzed DEVII,'S DA"R-!IN I

on course an,l 1:.r:I with the help of !ir3 au";.rflatir piLot.
.r'hah ha ,r^! i n .^nt,.+ 'ri +h M,r irr r Krenr :r1r -'r,1 i ^ ^-.1 --L --6J w .LLi LUrr u@L

the Major set his N3.1 propeLl-ex a1r 2200 RPM, DE\rILrS
D.MT,TNrs f l i:'h-" rnri ne(r- -! ----c,1tr'caiz?1..-J,_ _-__, -d.u u!r4., ru:l

his No. )+ prop',hrough its;;h,:,i1or,:ni i;.r: iha.la{ of fu1e
Majorrs .l{o. } prcpe}1er. In ih.'.s r+a-r Lt. Si}k 'ilas able to
comput? how much fuel lvas i:eing co:runc,l:rn:l bo sav: as much
a3 Dcssibl3.

Ev:nt'.u11-y, l[o, r+ hal t] 'Je ::a:irc::d cwing i3 13ss
nf ,r,1 ord ih- rtrnr, 1ir-s.t rr-t\- ,.+11 i.1 ..! f-r-__.-pcu arJ rB r_! r JJi- L,o tagiaes On
the l:ft si3e. ti"nen 1t'ras rithin 60 nil3s of Saipan trrere
was orriy I! nlui;:;t full ::nai.ri:1g 

"nl 
r)EVIl, IS )AltL.-rt' ras

e })ar: fif'r..r f.pi:rrnrr- the.rater. ?I,:i)e-.r'r..1J y:Ce n:il.c
for a crnsh lanJing J:r:sl.y Fitll -{o.2 r. riJ,r:ght.1l3:j'1,
hlrr rh.' ii -:\1:ha jlr.l-tf. na<e .it. Fift:rr ni-tlrir:i ru':1,1o. I
engi. ri sputier3'l i{:al an;.I li13n ltlo . 2 qit i. : , It ilarper::1 s:
quicl(Iir that Lt. Bur+-on ras sb.ill fiying :i13 pl-an" ?it.l th,j
autf,rE+,j.c pilrt. 3ef.r'e he ccul-,1 tgke o'rer hixsel-f, an,1 De-
fnp rnwnne enrr',1 teko ^rasl- qt'--ti.'rc. !r1a .rlaha S-j+.iI3J
helsg.lf oni': tre wat:r. It "/as e 3or1 ,l:lt:lr:rg in bl-re n:,:n-
lig:ri . ;'ott' 'lsf d:r'i :r jtt.:: J. -dui 411 ;ci; rut ;nd irt.- lif :
:afts :rs DXVIL TS DAitf-Il{ I s:tni: b.::r:alli l'r.: Pacif ic iakine -,he

Jolrr of he: connar.-le i, i.,t , 14a1,:'rl , dr tir .rJr .

Febr':ary xar;.a b:'-,3 nc:rth :-:r +.irl llr.l \{ia5 in :ilo very
im?ortant rra;rs, It sar thc firsr- c-l-en,li1i,s cf i5a 313ilr '/llng
ent?r int. tire atta?iis cn Jalaa (on :ho 10+-r) and the uirtual
anr] rf tre n; irr atlonnl 11 l)ri.ii ,Te... -.1 hrrr l:rar: hv hi oh

alri.ruii';: srtaregls Dcrr.c:1.:19.

The ila-nag:: ::ratef by +-h,: h.'.gh .ilti :r:: niss''.oris had
,^+ -,^-,-n +^ rr.r -^,1.n...:.3urab: r[th the sffxi exl.:nle,l enl
l;he l:ssrg incuL'ed. A;cura:y had impio'reJ, but !t w.is stil1

not good enough. The weather wag :r mjor probl3n with nrincls
at altituJe (in the Jet-stT3u'n) rising tc over IlO mph on
occasion ani making good bonbar.li:rrs celculati_ons almost
impossible. AIso, clear da;rs had been f-.w and :3.dar boubing
was not nearly as accurate aJ visuil bonoirg. Tnus, by the
beginninJ cf March 1945 conditions ln t\o 2ist Sonber Co!a-
nand of tire 2Oth Air !'crce had reg,clteC a crossroad.s.

one argrlrnq;11 .ras that bettl: reattcl Ia7 ah--r.1 ,Lurirg
the slmer anrl ihis i{oul-f gieatl-y aid accut'acy. Another {as
that such improvement roul-d sti_Il not be enough to brlng
Japan to surrender with lr:sent bacti;s. This was the view
of Maj. Curtis E.LeMa;r, CG of the 2}st Bomber Comand since
20 January 1945, and he rfeteained on the use of a ne..q at-
tach techniqu3.

O: the afterncon of 9 March 1945 the fialbergasted.
crews hea:.l bhat th3y we:: +.o go tr TokJo tjlat night s.t aI-
titudes of seven to eight thousand feet, withour aLrEmenll
other +.han the tail guns, :nd h:t the urban area of the citjr
with incendia:les. Though the crer{s took off without luch
.5p+aih+'/ ',e +^ +haj. ^!-h fr+s r6+ -r^h^ +L^ -_du iduJ, ieL alone tne su:Jgss of the
new forn of attack, their attituCu- -was conplet:Iy changed. at
the end of tan da:rs.

I'ron ! March tc 13 March a series of r-ive lor-lev:l in-
cendiary missicns uas fiovn resul-ting in the d.estructi_on of
approximataly 32 sq.s1" niles in four major Japarese cities.
On these missions the Wing f]le.il 762 sor'.jes ol xirich )I$
bombe,f the Prlnary Ta:4e'. zn) ."e.'l-eased 4BB3 tons of bonbs.
losses *:re far lt-*er t-han on daylighi ,nissions. Aftcr the
l-Bth, ell- meit were g:,/en six.lsl/s to recuperat: fron --he

string of night op--rat.lcns that had taxed th3n 'round Ule
c loch.

0n the n-ight ot 2)+/25 March anotlter ner +"echnique was
tried against the Mitcubishi fac+-ot'y at Nagcya. I! lras an
experiil.j:1tal nigh+" pr3cision bonbing attacii {itb. bo."h incen-
diary and gen:ral purpase boribs. Inad.:quat: illrmination
from ',oo few fiash bonbs lrampere,l bonbj-ng, yet the mission
still destroyerl 1O2rO00 square feet of the rocf area of the
target and Jix nillion iqua-e fee+- of the surrounding cit7.

Tcvaril the enil cf c-re mcrtr -uhe llary was ca.rying cn
a f ul-l--scs.I3 ser campaign in the vicinity of Ol<ina.r,:, These
f l6at 

^n5- 
jl-: ir=r.- sr,.irrrsl 7 h2nnr-p.l h./ .la^ir1/,,:--r4uPs- uu vJ vqr..t_ r -

Kamikaze ettachs as rqell as othc-" attacks bJ regul-a: boabers
and fighters, The lia'ry called on tlte B-29s to d,3st"oy tit3
Japcnese airflelds on Kyushu and aII ope13tif,n31 aircfafi
on them.

The 73rC Wing :ritl1 other elenen'.e of r:he 20tir Air
Force was designateC and frDrn :he first Kyriha nissio! on
2l l4arch to ihe l-ast cne cn 20 Apr:I ib .lL,:a 2, nissions.
Tventy-one of these -rere against Ky:sha and ihe Kanikaze
bases. Wlth the exceptjon of the first, the KJrusha nis-

-^ 3r^,* 1.. ^^ t^ ?? .rrrroe rhi:^i :.r:+;saQlrs ,e|c itown ora 11 -- JJ .'-.r 3; IanJr as
fcur separato n:ssicls belng fb-m dur::g a,1,1Jl, 3a:h by a
d.ifferent group.

Airfiel,l; wele not rhe onl-J *.a-^gets in April, hov-
orrsp An 7 AhFir i+ -.,,4 Ta6Jp+- 15? ara.n anl it ?as th-ir
Iast '/-isit '.o tilis tar:get. Th:s mi3sion wai: esccrted by
North Ameii:an P-IID "Mustangs" fJr the first tj-ne. AIso
the +9]tir's LUCKY LRISII bag:ged '/ Jan fighters and A Sq )+!
ca&e back with the top half ot its tsil s+"i-ll in Japan.

Along r:itr changes in operat_ons that +,ook place in
Ma?.h Ahd An?'l t.h-'7?'rd Uirc ql=n nhqnr,.d ts;a r-i]-:*-- ^otJ, " ,,_--5 

^ LLrSb Ua
lts aircraft. Since com:'.ng c1/ers.:s; each plane had ca.rrierl
the Group l:tt3r, Sq'rz;re and Aircrzrft Nurnber in blaclc on
i+- r,^-!{^^1 !i- aT^,, i,..-i-- !r"^ .f i-r.i1rr Jw, J4.Lr5 Aut.Lf , uileb.j
narkllgs 'rei': r:n,:'r:d anl cnly a l-":'ge singl-: blocir }ette::
(tne Group Letl,3r: A for Lhc \)af , ! for tjre 478"-h, v for
the 499t11 and Z for the !OOiir.) was place,J on the tail. The
Aircrafi Nurber was painted.n tre sills of rile rear fusi-

A change jn p::sonal mark.ings cccuu3C at ih: same
time. Responding tc prc*.:Jts (thcug.r nct frrjn :he cr:ews)
against th3 saucJ, JonJtj.res ]rrriJ, p-:e-'rp Jrarirgs on the
noses of the B-29s, 'ding Heaiquar--c:s o"Jei",f :11 Cretings
reno-recl. The crd,:r ras rrr':p'"J-y ,iar!'i3i ou1;, :nd tro rnontits
Iate: '"heir pla:e uas taken brr : s:::.iel l\ring s/nool - a
Wlngerl 31ach Ball with an elongated Yell,x Sarb horizonta]-
Iy th:ou;h :t. Nanes of aircraft 73:1 +-lrif peirL:1 vlthin
th: forepa:t cf tite 'lellor Ba:b, but ;o:re for:rer ivere the
volupttrous hortsys;rn:l cther dra;rngs tltat onc4 rlecorataf
thc nos:s o! 73.?7 ting B-2Js.

Folloving tlte Gucces;ful conclusicn of tite Okinata
campaign the 73rl Hing ccnc3ntr:ateC noie a:id inoio ol urban
inc--nliary nissions against tire na,jor ctt,j-es of Jaran. In
May and Ju:e Nagcya ras hlt tri:i, Tll(7o twice, Osrtrka t,{ice,
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and Yokoilang, and Kobe veie boube4l once each, 0n all of
these mlssions laxge roortj-ons ol ihe citj-es wefe buined ou-!
by the 20th Air Force.

Japanese resistance to the B-29 attaaks became weakei'
du"ing May and June but at +"1'.mes couLd l)3 .just as vicious as
ever. An exarnple occured o.rar Kobe cn 4 June, anC the fol-
Ioiling is a s+-€ltenent of Ehe incident aB observcd by Lts.
Rick and Pound .f ttre B?4th Sqrradron of rhe 4l8iir Group.

"Six erreny aircrafi coord.inatetl an attack on the
foimati.on led. b;r Major Kra-'np. Two "Georges" hit the
right siCe cf bhe eleme:1t at one .rclccl!, one "Gecrge"
hit tire left si,],: betw3en nwicer c:re anC nu.Tbrii threc
aircraft !)f ih€ alenent and t:r':e Georges sttacked tire
left siCe of r"l1c :ornation r€Lk:ing fi.re cl that si.Je cf
the elenen-u. fst Lt. Robert A. Rochat in T l1 ,"as hit
in tne No, 2 sngine anci it is beliezed tLrat nur€rous
hit3 -trere scored on itre fuselage. I'he bonoer 1:sr. air-
spee,J anC fel} thrie-four'"hs of a nilc behind. thc .icrrn-
ation anl w3s nob3d in jlrat positior by Lt. Ilorace S.
Rich aE he approached Lend's End.

"Lt. Rich c.nta,ct-.j Majol Kra,ap 'rho sl-r;e] up ihe
forutj.on by reduci:lg airsp:::J an.i S-trsning.one George
waE obs,-nid on t.1c trij- of !t. Rrchetrs plane by +.hc

tall guuner of Lt. Richrs :rew. Lt" Rich ccl'uacted
Rochat arnrl .rd'/isel h-a t\) !fl.l. 1ot) fJl":atj.of aJ gu:c:(}Jr
as rossibl-e. ALl f,:ur prop:}I-ers on .Rocha+.'3 pl-ane
Fn^a.r-6,1 +. \.: +,r..'-' -- --^;6\1 ' 

..i -l,rill i ^.. IL^t'-r- +:"^elPer. vu ib, _JrvsoJ:.J

fornal-"icn was sl-oJeC i,.i mrlcll as pcssi.lle ihe di Jtilnc3
be+-reen .,locirat anC Lhe firlati.or wa,s nr:1; c]-ose'1. Ihe
George cn t.lc tail of T 3l clorsl. jlodl/ fDr abcut t!-o
or three ninutes. ],t. Rlchrs cr3{ r??e not ab}3'"c dis-
cern any fire fro': i.ocirst a,)rC )e.i.icy?d bhat bhe turr'et
hras out lr that the gunner ',rar; injrrr:d or: deari. Aft:r
the George had cl,fse,l the Llisi-,ance betree:r hirself an1
It. Rochat c4uti.)'rsl/, hc ianrc.l SelicerateLy :hevll;
up the tai-L a;senblrr an1 abrrst ;.cst.r.f ia.'I3ous.1-y bail':1
out '

"Lt. Rcchat 
"ai; 

&ble to ,:,tl-tirrr: flr ftui rili:utJs
todards Iwo at rrlout 1+1000 f:et. O,r: pa-:a,:hut: vas
seen t,) cl]I.:,rut,ri I3l abour ilrirteen nrles fron
Land's End., Lt. Rocllat r-rst alti.Lutl-- t: IC,O00 fet:'"
gra(ludlly. Ml jo]' I(renli, af L3.' tlre :anr':ng vas r:oi:1,
sent,l-6t Lt. Cha:les X. Poun'l bacli frr aLll--l :rrot:c-
tlon ani bc Jc ilhat?v: r ,{as pcsf,-i.ol-L: as it ilas not sc!-
sl,lcr:a ju,licious to hoil tra --nbj;c i:rma',iiln any
longer,

"Lt. PourrJ .rrnre,1 ly-.r !t. -1cr::rat ju:t a; ttre pa^-
achuts :tas,l:ll lr rp:u ai- i-i..OCt) 1':::i. Tite ncsc ;!rr:el
ilas rlo'trnj;1ow:v:lr, f,c i).)e in Lt, Potlld's cres wei: a'rl-,:
to ascr-.r:+"ain vhether or ,rot th3 bo'lo oe:r Co:rls il-or-. cp:rr,
When Lt, Rochet :eacheJ 101000 f:et llhe ;hip strirl:nl-.y
nosed,l.o-trn and went Ln'u:r a r:odbination li spin anal ]ipir-
a], Four chut3s iJc.? se3t;'.tr ope:t ar; it *en'b do'*n. T J1
cont i-1usil on dom if .btr t'ie rc3a:r. One eneny airr: ':eft
riis obsen'ed to frllow t\e ll-29 d.owi1 bui a!pl-':n!hJ lil
not firo. Lt. Pouni ::i c:l:'l oz,=: Lhe n:n pa.'rchu*"1:16
do'trn uilti.L a lSuper Du.r.U.r errir3C anC ,r:!:'.fied hirrr trtat
he haC t-r: Ju]'Ti-i'lrj spottsl so Lt. ?ound cme'JacL io
llome bas3. '

Lt, Cha;'}e ; D)'.,r jr, Lt. Jolt,r Kesch-lr, Lt. Jchn
Duffy a:,c1 s/Sgt. Ar'.irrrr -:o:-.;'1 parachuberl t: saf-^iy anci
wer: Les.:ucrJ. rh:ll: in r.igbt of t,re Jap shore llne, It
-was quite a harrcring e.<oe,"ienc*, 'Jhltc on +-!rc;ra-r

down a Jap "Paul" mad.: jrr:r3l paiijrs, They also we:':
rtr.r-1r,.,1 tTr .rh:r'].- ,Li | - i,. ^ - -.f .-' -.. Ljt. :ut rot
I3a!:t,,l:l.i Jau; t>)-ar: :l.-riri;:.1 .-1 :,:t.r :rra:ges."

The suc:ess of Eile ::anctir: r to burn oui; t.13 raj)r ':i!'.:s
of Japan i.s;rt1,--stel to by t.r: -lac'" t'rat, rhlr niJ-Jutr': :ane,
so maf,y of Lne larg.: citj.:s ha.l -ce:n s1 '"hor'r'€'1]-y burnel
that the JJr'.l irlir€i had :l joi.r -lr att'clts cr snall-'3r cit!e6.
For the renaini:'rg tro non*,lts of the';ar ttre Wing f-t-ea 1l in-
cend.{-.1.y ai+,tacks (m,:sr,1-t :t r:igl-Lt ) ail rirst .-lTiolts ;;aaf l. Jap-
anese c:t:'-es. .\long .ritlI s--r:''r'a1 ct'lciei-on atl:aalis ,)n keJ
targets, the snall citj-es 're : j cclis Ldntl.J att,.=.::z'1 :n j;j-l- ev,:n-
tua1l/ ?'"'er,/ city o.rer iCr:riJ populati:n war; burned.

The last su.1 ulbaa ri,r,-,:lr. -':,i' bhr_?3r.1 vas oI 3 Augus+.
against Yalata. Thzrt ras UissiJn N'r. )iJ. Or ].'.\ugr::st:le
Wlng diopatched r r6.x:.nua .:ftrr-.. ;. ,iu;rlr'.ght atl:::h rn Targ:t
3b2 at Osaka, li:,il3 it ldJ Drr.-.rr{a., 111 airplancd ir L ri ,'Iirg
which wer: not &b1,? to take !.-"t r.r Lrr lrTltlgrt Gtrl',ie, )c
which ha,l aborte:lr ^rei3 r:rs-:'ijj'l i:'r a ri4hb;rc,:n1i-r;'y stt'j..<:
agalnst 1:ro sn;l-J- citl' of -Leeiak:i tilir othcl airr:':aft Ltf tte
20te Air Forue. This 'ttr. tn3 rHqi.: i'.10t.r Mis8ion fcr t:te

wrrrlff J.)/oe
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Wing, and '.rhi]3 thc f:q eirr:raft bhat participateC in lt vere
6. .th-: r 'ri'.. l^^{. a-.rd -. "idndei34 e:td4l1JL19l'l-YJUIqJdltrgu.LoU!oP@Ll

World i.Iar 1], *a:r o.lcr,

With r-ng cl-ose of hosti-liti:s, tnere wirg one n,:r:e set of
,n:s.jio:rJ'.r -r.: fLi:wr -'"1r-: n,-,st 3ratifyl:g l:i,t,l, f.tr t..r+;' as',=
2lt:i -\i:' F.r:e :{ei'./ Mi ssiorrs. Tire ;I.::rg ;)ar'"r' :i.a:eJ i 1 2i?
crr,-h.ri:ri^Fr fp,\r tr'7 \!.-r.f +-.ir :--+.-i,^-.r-_: Ll 1q5trrr !-r
nr i -s t1 2'J.:.*.J - .f WA r ilFnnc . n ,Tp.i- anj hh3 :outi.nent of
A<ir Th- .r..^,1.r Ma.'-,f lli <ii,an 1. ,g Arrd.,a+-_ -. {as a mL(--rllu
ef t'JIL ,{:tii \5? 'f in] planes a-irbcrre They ce:rierl '"hr:e l:l'rs i

suppii-Ji f3r f,yr:" 3:.BOI) ).rr1) en.l -:r,lr tr 21, ?Oil ianps al:l-
ov:r th: .inpir:. A'uo'"a1 of 2r4?D t'-):ri t.l;:rpur-'.:s r"i: air-
J:cpp.--J at i i.j :"sl to ihe ting cf r'-'di' airc:'rft..Ol]e of
these crashed iftf, a n(l,htain on HJrishu",)ne ;{36 fot'ce,l ,:la,fll
by t:r: iussi'.l,ns o,/dr '{orea an;l Llro wei; nigsj-ng.

In stabj.st.j-:s the 73r1 Scrioe:dne:rE 'ring (\rrl) lr.pp3c
l+Br;3:? trls of cornos or all il,'3e'-: of ciri.:h 6il irer': iocen-
Jia:;. lt f :':r ii +.r!a.1 ri )r3.rir co;r:u+, ;olti:i 3n'1 iius!trincd
1,5(rl *rJ.rr:..1u:.1 3nc!1;'rr1::-'rfi .:tl;r:l'-s, Tt l-.-:;t hii? :"'l:c-
Jr3:t i1.1C:rt:iLf,g Jl {3,: {ef,-a:Ci,/ anJ (:LaInCJ +J:) l1lrJ.1:i-:-
cj.af t, iJ;t-')Jr'r'1 , :?34 .)r.b jilJ 1.:;t:ry:.1.. 3:11 lf:l? :ianrq*.1 . .nre
i^Jing had lrOl+)+ airc::aft .1an'rg.:::1. .[c!a]- 2:r;clnel .:asr:::f bi.,:e
were ll-J'r; 59.tiLLel, !5! nissieg a'r{ lJB rorrxil:]. Of /09
ciermeirre js krcwn t,: :ra r: Li i;c'r: -I rlt ij?f , 23) tre ,:z r:scur:t1.

By the ir] of Sep'uenre.'li)\j'"h,: aircjaft Jf the i,Jing
uere b--Ji,-tni'. iA 'a ti[ b:r:k '!r:,,1: qitr ];lei.: cr:ws, That ;rar
Pro jrct Surrs.:t rq-l r L J th" rlrn,:-; co:r.'.ng horre i: iak: up
c+..f i,ir1 , i V.r ' h lr' .r I lalif,)r.t j.a. Ther: tre lJi is -"ini i 1+rl

utrtil 22 De.::n':e: 1])+) uller it tjla:;f?r'rr:,1 ;t t'lacDill licll ,
Fl:rida /i b't I r:: +97-tr air il'l3il, (};:tu!'; ' Ihe :+9aL.r ar.l 5?Ct r
renai r:tr ,rt l4l::h tr be i,:irct:ila+",:1, Ihel i+, i"1a,:Di,.Ll- on i,+
Ma-r l9l'b th: riing i-tsel,l vas l--a:ti.\ra+,el.

01[n -{JlD!ti,]. ) A-}IJ 0:G ilu.Pil.r.ll:iil:j
flr.r .l?gt, .,llriiJu: lai-tL iaou;)

A hal-f r:ze:r j.')urrl ):'r'i::L'J, mJ:1i-r;'i of c-te ,|??:td 3o:(b
Group (n-Z\;), ,{ei:J Eiti.rf:;::l a:r:urcl a qlr-.r'.:rg, pcr:-b3}l-i.e,1
st:ve .lr a i+ocd:n sh,r.:li at J1,.l'rl; Ar:ny Air Field, Ne.i{ Mil:{icc
at l-O{)O hcurr l:t 29 I'loi'c;rtri 'r?+j. :lhJr:: -".t-:7 h_.3a1i 133,1 ?nd
Air: Force Genr:ra.I Orler lir5, tr: s,rmt rr-1..i1 o-rti..rat..l ihe
l]r1 iriing anl i't-: rt --tr lr:,ups ::n:1 sqtrt,.J-i:ons rrhj-cr rs:::-',: to
corf,prtrsl i:r: l,Ji;rg, -Qs prl,u,j:- .U.rc l|98;lr !rrr)alini:n.| .).:r:up
(VH) , tire 2lst. 22rr.1, ?;)r'.1 r:r : 2IF i-. 3.'ir l{.ti- rtrnarr:-- i,4r:i,l -
ronsr. an.1 i're 31311, 3'fi+b:}, 3-,'- h an.1 3';r:tr ilornbeailment !lguid-
rons i{e13 -Dr:ou6:ti ;-:lto b.i:tg,

Lt, Co-. jcs:p1t i. ,ie:t v:r,; assi3nel ,)3nim;]d of the \98[ir
o:t 1.1- DertFl,tJer dn.J ,{3ri suDaa :.d.e 1 r[r i{ajol, Jrcck;r Srov on
2a Jaru-.'y -1-?44 anl Crlrne1 ,.iile;r !, G:)t3Jr c:r iI 1,1s16;h 191+);.
T'fte crig-inal ca.l.:e :"rr:rl rre +!)2lil .vas fi_Lt-eJ .)ut ry nJt aB-
signed flcr,r all ,:vlt- *,1:rr: U:ri!:r'l jtab:s, nan.y -c:itg \)/Jrtsita,I
retua:t3dd f r:cu L. r: '+3lt,tr Aat j;ubqa:tll: G,c.trrp. Growttl an1
tlf,-ini1g,:r,ljulijrl il f,Jo ;)l-tr.r:. The graullJ -lnlts reirlaca.l
thcse of u.r.: l\ltttt 3onir rjr3ilp (,n{) trt tf:::at.ts,.nrj, _l(ansar: ivho
d':par+.ed irr lnr.l ia. Tirr: ai r uli ts joltinue,l to takc shape :it
C lor.i s .

During l4o.ch ille ii.)'iag p"rlsoil:iJl- lJtl.lan gei,l;ing tn sone
frJur-engi.ne tr'.nc a+- j1o1,is_; tite naint:18:ae secii,fll woTi:e,f
:igh'. hour shi.f t.; t,: rj::l ri:rr i,)r-rt' Bo::.1g 3-L/s an,i ol6i" Cessna
UJ-JB assl;:ie,l i,r'b1e 3.:'tu!. fD l_J.,,-orl-l_. t-,1r, 16731 it l]:,:at
Bend Arqr rl,ir Flet-,1 , Kit:r:1,t.: z'i:l ;or;r a-ft,:::"rr::ls u1rl,:rselt art
organ:z3ti..)'tal-:!ul..l:: trt s::,r.-. al.t cy3fheJrl +nil alnirj_strati_.r:
prlrsolue:l-, The t:rult'L ta.:',i.:a} sql.r1r1 -.:1, ir:375.Cn, and L1s
fotrtb nai.1i:Jna:.tce s.:|irrl:alt, lhe 24bh, re t" -l{larc+.iuatc,l anl
consoiidaiio,.L {itl lu):,ti,ii:1;1,-3.- uribii. i}re t.rral ourlo.tr of
airc13trJ veg not a.fl'e,::t::-i - ec,:h sqr:'ilr"on lri,l nu,,/i:tg 2l cr.:vs
inetea,l cf 11.

Iul1 s:al: +.raini 15 :olLi I,r:1 ,ririi-l t_b Ju.y rher thegiourd i)ithel,ln eatrei ne..l :ltr t:r: p,rr.-_ ;rf Eoba::kati,:n an.l oy:r-geas, tnC Lhe r'i:tit {t"a,t;):lil:r tl ar),tpl.ti: Ur::,ix.,ng as D,1l^t rlf
tne 20tlt Air Forc,: ic'ti i.i;s ndi:1tJra,lic r_r!li.L3 iio Great Ben,l to
serrice thc \98tr Gro,rp rrllJ it3 airc,'aft. Thece uero fron l1c
19ta Borib Grcup (V:j,r , of cir,t i,rur.trr B-29;^Jing, the 3i+ti1,

By l1 Augu;b, ttre itrjlit lry:rl i: {.:i:.e :rtaging Jaj:- int Kea:_
ney. Arny Air Iie1,J, iiansai;. lt .ra.; frorn +,tcf3, on 3 Octrb.-,:r
1941+, thab tlle f irst ai:llgne ,rf rhc ?3r'l i,iing rleparie.l i:r
the l4.lrianas Is]-an1s, 'litis .,ai: t,i.r :r.7-lir's T Sq !, MBjoI Jreek
J. Catiolt, A-irDlane Cc'tnerq,ler'.. and,tarrie,i 3:aig. Gen. l{a.;46,;.3
S. i{anseJ-l, Jr.r.JG, zirr Sonrii Conra.l:l , They J-anle.l at
Isley tr'ieL'1 , Saipan at 1300 'rour,r .,,1 L2 O::!-:r!3t: L9)+lt - ?re
f-irst B-29 inic lhe lvla:lana;. Tji,i; B-2a Ta,r subsequelil,rr
nanerl JOLTiNr J0SIX,

As the air ech--l,)rt dilparte,l :JI c7:):rsL-al i.n Oct:ce: of
I94+, each squad"in /a,j :.-![r,. j j:.i of EtetEy lre,rs, Ter of
ti)ese creqi ,re re 3isr:qneo iJ r-ie t_-jt 3-2,1; issur:,1 i,t ea:hr



YaPe zo+

squad.-rcrr an1 trey f1:r+ tres: aircrgft or'ericdr; to Saip:n.
Five of trre cr:*C re:: flrm: o'lir"s?ur; b;'ATi tc jol:r t:r: :?st
of U:le Group at Isl:y Ficl,J. Tire ii\re ircrair'.'Ig J,::wi e1ch
flew one r3ser:vc 3-29 otrt t"c Saiprrn so trat t:rc JJi',1 

-dlng

would have replarernent airrirefi :ln ha:r;l fJr it3 iritial :on-
bat l:sses.

Be*,rreer 28 Octob.:: 194\ lnl 14,/i5 Augrst llt+, -.'rj jroup
set a hlgh r3crrl, by a shoi't statist-i.:aI Ju'r:ra:'y, act-i.r':tieS
in which it often lcd botll the JJr'1 l{ing irnl !r.i 20ti1 Air
Force :

Average lengih of fii.ght :'r .E jof stri.-(ei - t3al ;rlL-.s
Average'lurat;.on (m,jor st:ikes) 14.37 rcrrs.

Total m:les fh-"/n on inajoi rissions lrlllrOO0 milas.
T3+,31- gasoline Jcrsur3f tr :najor r:ssi Ils L3 r53? rDt)t)
ga1lous.

Tnfol lamlq 4.^r^,5i IZr',f IJ --f,lls.
Eneny alrcraft atl.acks on the \98i;ir Group tcb,lll-eC

l,ti2. Of tires:, t.re Group iras ars,rlc-l ,:faims f-JT the
+,-:1 . ri --.

lC! Xleny Ailc;:eft iest,royeLl: ) "Gec:ge", I'"Hant",
2J "rrving", 1 "Jach", I "Nri:k"r J "Osc,::", I osca.r
or "Tojo", 15 "Tojo", J2 "Tcny", L3 "Zak,:", 2 uridentj.-
f-i,3d Tir11 Engi re .

61 Eneny Air:,:aft lro'oobJ-y Dcst:'cyeJ: 1 Franil, 1 Ilarnp,.13 Irvhg, I Jach, 1 Nicii, 2 Cscai, l-l- Tcio, 12 Tcny
L5 Ze]<e, 2 Unident:'.f i:,1 Singl: Engine, an.1 1 Un:l.1enti'.-
fied 'Ivln Engj.re.
!J Enemy Ail.'.r:af b Dan:zg:rl: 1 Frani;, I "tr're,l", 3 Ilonp,
L9 fj\irq,2 Jacii, j Cscar, 13 !ojo, 23 ''.'::ry, 2 "i/al ',
12 Zelre-, 1 Z'ehe .:r I:jo. 2 J:ridr::tj.f j.ef Singl.: ing.r-:r:,.
and 4 Un:Lient1.q'retl Twi:1 E'19j.11.

SUI"t,L'i- t 3I ;ii?.U4)RCl{S

B73ro 3'a4:,r B'i)i1x Tc-.a1

Destrcye,J )Lr 38 :-3 115
?robabl-c ai 23 -l 6L
Damai;erl 3C 3, 23 93

Curnulati-re ircu! bcta]-s (thr'r 3i Ju-'.y l-9\5) anl
reccrds in wh.i.:h.U13 )t93t..r le] g1.l- gror.rps cf t-1e T3t',i
Wlng i"erJ:

Hours flomr - 35, 789,
Colnbat 1ro'.u's JiDil.r - 32, 2!8.
Scrtj.:s flown - 2,31-3.
Aircrafi oorn'o:i.rE all- ta:rget; - 11933.

The nr'-grc:t 3ccri;lg ljurl:lels::r i.r: Grcrp irel:e
Sgt, Sobart J, :ieraarr r i:lghi d-lil:larr 0J-:1 Jr:har'.1,
Mai3e, 3;3r'.i:iqrra.lr:o:trl+ e a.; Sgt' lor:i.s D. )eitrr
righi gu:tr::, {l-l-eg;'.n, t4ich:g.rn, 3Ti+ttr Sqclr. 5 e 'a '
destroy.:l, l+ p:obal:l.J -rcst:'cy:,1 , ani j l,rna;I:1i S/Sgt'
Marti'-n l.l, Sazn:r, J:'., ri.gh'" Suill'ler, iliJ-totr, r.lonlec'"i-
cuE, or,+Etlr z -.a.

Thos.: *i+-.r U 13 nDst 'ni-ssions in t.re trotrp +ei::
S/Sgt. Itowar'i D. Barbe.::, l:ft g'111,1'31', i,a-rtro, Ohlahorm.,
B73ra, 39 n:i $s1'onsi lst !t. La.n:lc,: A N':l-so'tr :ra'r-l-
gator, Brooliirgs, Souit Dakoba, 3iit1.r.' 3i ili.ss,i-orls;
Ca?t. 0har13J'S-pieth, J-: ' , airplar: cou4n;1,1L'. vJoodla;rn,
N':'r licrhr B'15t:t, j:5 nissi-ons.

The nost ,i.i;:cr:aied :olooat ailaen {e-1': Capt. Alfr3,l
E . Stcldarhl-. airpla::: coltula::I.r, r{oilivo,>i, Jalif ::.'aia,
B'73r1 sqan, (Silver Stal: frr l-,x lev-rl- ati:a:ir on 5
snall Jap vessele, sinl:lng l+. DIC wlth 2 clust:rs and
Air 1,1,:,1a1 vith 3 cl-rsters); Cart. i{agn:r if . Diclr, air-
pl-an:-: corn ad.n;ler, i{e r:t;roo,i, lorJisi.f,la, 87'r+tir Sqan.
(SiLver Star for f.].yrllg 5i" aiTcrtrfi back fron Ja!"n
on 2 etgil:s dith p1an3 s:v:r:1y i:a'\a\)J, Dtr'C wlth 3
clust::.:; rnl Air }I;'fal ;itl if cl'.rst3rs),; lst Lb. Itog:-"
$. l4er:hant, na'rigi'.tor, i(aoc,l: lity: :4is6o'Jl:i, 3751:'1

Sqda. (DFC with 2 cfusb:;:s an,l ll:e Air lt1:'f::,-'l- .iith i+

clusters.
Jhese sum:]ati-rc r:corrls of E-re '+p8';.r 'jroup *::::

establishe,l by ilre :':ers an'f thi: One-huldleC-an:I-one
B-2!rs assigned to the Jroup ,ltu'ir. its :cnbat torrr.
Tn ,,arrrr'] ,=i-r f.hd :n.1-,, ^a J.-.- lr oq!a i + ^^..-a !irri..a_ ,J \Jt vil-.t a1we.t, | -!uu-L 13
l-.o 'l .i st Llr-r { tha .P'rst t'rn,. q,).rl e 

^^rn 
1t .rt: lj.s+- Of

group airc:'ift nilJ 3v.3:' be.:n p"rblish.:J). It n.rsi br
po:nt:d eut l;:rat l;rie list, I';a frcr "A Thurrb-ltrail
Sketch of t-re 498t:r .Dc:nla::inrrrt Group, Saip:.n, 14.I. ",
rray hold s-^veral ':r'lors frat re-r: i.rcor'poiataC in
the original. Sonc cl:rors ha.re bee: corr,:ctad., but
possibly a f3v stj-Ll- roi{ain. The list :'-s as ,rcculate

as titn3 and m'inr.r,:y of bne :n::r co'uJ---r:te,l can al-Iou it
to be.

Identj-ficetl'-ons of the B-2!ts are, ilt ot:ifor_. set:fal
nu'lb--r, t:e ram:6:vl.r b.r::ir:l:nl by !+-; cr:1, squ.r.1-
ron ai'rciaft nr.].rroex, Lre fat-- gar-:r:d (i,e, th.r date
plane .ras assigned !r t-.re)l98tir Gro:p), bl-- sourc,-
frcn trhj.ch lt ua; crri:e,l if ,ri;-r=l -ujrat t.13 nalu{actur-
er ( as i':1 ta" Jas. of 3il. rrj.gi:al planes) or e US-4.A1'
projec-. .lesiga-j,.l ';r suplly th: 2Ot,r .{ir Fcr:: .ri r,.:

replacenert aircraft.
Such a list l:11; me::y st'::r:; by itsr:}f. rTor ex-

m?13 the sagR of diff3r-.rt aiTcra:t L;iali calried :he
Airc.31 f, l\uJobe: IO : Sfx 5-29's ol t,ire g.'a)p :a:r:Jil
trris nu,aber anC i)u of tl:es: rei: l,r;t i-r artio:. A1-
so'uhe cdd fat3 of a}l- th:::: ai-rllanec trnt:atrie,l
the na'ne, FILIiY fA,{ - ea:h was ]-ost wi-+-ror:i a;ro:l
,:'rer being h:all as to ncw jt ,rent i:m o;'of, shat
happeneJ to lts cr:lr. Otlrer:xarnplei al:i hotl by tlr-e
sccre fJl: titos3 iiho ai': i:tt,trtst3l i,l ,l',;I t-r:r Dr_l-..

BT3rd B0uB.\?nt[0r'rr sait.iDl0iJ

42-53+3C llo name. T Sq 1. Gained If, Sept, 1!)++. Airplan--
Corumndef,. Capt. Gecrg: W. MclanCliss. Lost]-J Dec
1!44, Missior\ # :-,2, No.1 engine anC instrurrerts shot
ouil t;c jri:w n:nbL-:s r.3porte1 injur3,l_: litch:,l 20-
2UW, 143 -r)()l; no :i-::;r ne't-oc.ls il$:urj1.

42-2)+,5a5 TEE EEATIS cN. T sg 2. Gain3,f + sept l1!4)r. Air-
pl-ane Ccnrunii:r, lst Lt. Joseph 14, Grass. Il-orn c':
firs+- Tt.iyo n:-ss:-ol br. Lt, ,,tr:r;m: Daa):lf . Lost ?7
Dec 1!4\, Missi,rn il t'3, .t:.tt... -t. Jras'; ;rs AC. Ditch-.d
lB-05N, 1\4-25) :1u: tc n:chanj.cal failtrl:: cf fucl
t:ilsf:r sys+,oil alti i:ab:i-!-ity:f ir-:i:rr fr]el. FDur

4e-e+508"'""#"*;. : i": l": I "8"i*."i":: r;: " ifi i : Irliij;"
Connandi::r, Capt, "Robert i. Stj.lson. Pa:tj.cipatrl. in
first fclry: nission. Losi J, ]rib 1?45 uith l-t. Al_-
fred E. Stoniahl as .LC, l4is,;ior\ it 23. Shot'tl.y b:-
fli: r:a:hrln; ljaip;n on r-.t:1r,), N:. l:.ng:l:r-- ce..11h'u
fir:. LanCe.J. safely on Islry liela No.2 befcre t.rc
engine buraed it;clf ofl'.

42-2td1,l. LITT.i.E JO. T Sq 4. Gained lr S,-pt i!Ur.. Airplane
n^," -.,-.-1 -- i,.-+, v@p!i James ,i. Call-i.ea:r. Lost 29 Apr l-!lr!
with lst !t. Earl 3. tr'ishcr rrs AC, ivlissiDn 7j63. fir-
craft,lanag,:.1 rver t3rgd'- anl :r:rr:3il-3.f ou! Jco.,r
af Le: 1:avilg ccast ol JaIEn, 3O-it:N, I3l-3il . 1:1.
rrra,-hrrf ,- 1 :.-,5h ( 

^,'. r -^-q-'.'{ ..i.! '.,^ I 'rY strbna:-
ine tli': next- .le;r. lt. StcnJahl in a jup,rrJt:o fo+;:lt
cft Jap b:ris ,rr1 ?1ja3s atlrlrp'"lr; ',-r ca:t'Lr-': il+
men whl1c ati..1-l i-n ir.: 'ra+..:l .

4z-z\6t\ JOLTTN, JOSTE, Ti{E pACrFrc proIiEER. T se 5.
GaineC ) Sept 1!4L. Airxlane Coinnaller, lvlajor Jaclr
J. Cattol . Iirst t'r --arl ln Saipaa, pa:t;'.:ipat:C ir
rt:r! rwaJ.,..r.Ji.olt. Loib .r- Apr:I l-!4j .rit:L Ca:'u.
Wilson C. Culr:i.er as Al, lvl:isslon lJJ. Shot'tly aft,:::
takeof:i:' a sm,rll e]a:)l,liiDr m: ol;s::r'e.1. Tire 3-29
burst into rl'lames an . crla;ih:i.J. :lnto ltr: J:e rritn a
large exr]l,lsion. Ent:i.r: cr:v l(lst incl.rCieg l_st Lt"
R3l-3igh tr. Pirclps, iio'ri: .Bc"ira-tl:: .

)+z-zl|;gi liJciif 'r,E-\rEi{. T sq 5. Gainert 3c sept i.!\)r. Air-
pJ-ane Coman,ler_. i,t. Sartoq ll. Yourrb, J:r, ?ar'ui-ci--
mf.e.l ir =ir:t --. .^ th-l r ^.-+ .Tqh.- ri {-i^rl-r,,J J ru_,JJ 1'.-r -,-i'
of 14 Aug 1945. ilcrrirl-,:ttrf '50 n .ssr'.orrs (criu chi:f ,.. t- ,iv1/Sgt, ,{iIl-ian J. Dau:s, 3r:l.riis-r, S.). ). D.:cl_ared
War Weary and ::tr-ul:l ic U.S., 13 Au€ l-945

\Z-Zt+513 .r'lo nan:. T Sg 7. Gain:r.l 7 Sept. 1!44. Airulane
.lc'Lmand,:r.. japt. itri-1sol C. aurlier. Dam.l4,-:1 cn
grcund -uy rln3ny air 1tt)c'.., 27 il:r. i?)+\, Sur;:ye,1 19
!':CgqDclr I9+1f .

)+2-2t+51+i Nc l{an:. T Sq 8. Gairec 1! Sepi. 1!4)r. Airplan:
Corl:ancl lr, iap!. ivliltoir Tf,acs\. l,ost I lfcv 1944, :"Iis-
sj"cn #5. No. 1 ongle 1:Juajiti firtr anC ano+*Lter failed.
Sonb bay doors 'sor:l-C nct :r.os--. Ail'craft Citch:d efter
four nen bailed cut. -[wo c:::,"rncn r:s:ueJ .

\+2-2)+529 DE'/rlts DA"tlLrN,. T sq 9. Gainsd 3 Sept 1.9)+)1. Air-
plane Coffin,1e.r, lst Lt. Maui'ice L. Mal()n3. Partici-
pateC in f-irst Tciil-c ili.ssion. :,osi 'r. lieb 19\t, l,{ission
fzj. Heavily attacl::'l b; ln:ny :'ighte:s. lt, Malon3
k1lleC. ani i;,{o 3irgif,:s l')st, )itcir:d aboui ij ni.}es
off Saipln f,)r facli cf .-1r.1. ilest of ,:r:? rds3ued.

)2-53Ir2B llc Na:ne. T Sq 1,1. Gained 9 Sept :t-!44, Airph.ne
Cornnanler, i,t, Charlos n. Fetfur. ?a:ti.:ipatcJ in
fi.rst fcliyo rlissio:r. Lost 2? lilov 1)\-. Stlrf-.,i -rnl
hrrn.l: nr +'ro ,"^-,..i nrr.'r -- ,.-.-.. -." .'.,i1,

I\.A.H.S. JOUR}IA.L



\z-z\755 No Name. T Sq 1o. Gained 28 Nov 191+4. Airplane
Comtander. Lt. Chartes E. Fetter. logt 3 Dec 1?l+4,

Misgion #'lC' la:ssing. Last message state'.l No' I
engine out, 411!he-' losi;lg oil and aircraft -"'as being
attache,l by eneny f igirie::s. AIl cL'ew nenbs:'s l-os"!'
tr'irst missior for ihis T Sg J-o.

l+e-51\58 No Nane. I Sg I.1., '.ras T Sq 7 froo 1d to 2J Dec,
T Sg 11 frcr t:r:n L3 29 Jaa lp4l .rnl T Sq 2 flrou th:tr
urltj.l L,)st' Gaired 28 Nov l-941F. Aii:plane Cory'snd-
er, Lt. w.C' Bree]-enil. Lost L0 .eb l-945, Ivlission #24
Rari'io out, acr:onpary-i-ng alrcraft olse'ved No' 1 on-
gine out, fuel }oil. Disappeare'l' in the 'lalk' A1l- 11
crew membcrs lost.

I+?-Zl+Trj ,IOI'ltfJ itAWK. T Sg B. Gai:ed I'l lec 1944. Aircr'aft
s--r-,'eJ. rdth g-i'cuP unt,i'l- en.L of *al'

\e-Z\757 lfo l{a-ne. T sg ]-o. Gained LL Dec 194tr' Airpiane
Connan,ler, ft' rililian i" 3r:yha'r' Lost 2/ 'lan L?\5,
Mission # 22. Two engines, fuel ancl electri:a} systens
shot c':t. fitchel for: iscli of :eu:-]- at 29-20N, 143-20E'
A11 IO cro* nambers l,rst.

\2-2\727 No Nme. T sq 1-. Gaine(l }7 Dec 1!l+)r' Airplane
Cormand.er, Ist Lt. Il.rrcll M. l{ac Dorl6"ld' l'ost 3l- Ma:c}'
l9\5, Migston #35. E:rroutc +.o t;rrgr:tr No' 3 engine
bacltr'ir:.1- anl caugh'u co fire as trop would not
feat.le". Sonrbs srrlvoed ani,litch3f, at 2c-)3i'1, I35-13I1 '
AII crer ex:e1lt tail gunnei: r3scue'J Ji March'

\z-zt+777 No Nsme. T sq 7. Gained 1?3 lec. 1944. Airplane
Connancle.c lst Lt" Chaxl-L-s D. 3rodi3. Los+- 2tr Feb 19)+5,

weathel: Str j-ke Mission #:38' Nos.1 an'1 J i:ngines out'
Ditchcrl 2O-]-ON, 86-27'. l{ile cr:ir ncaJe,'s t:scu:d,
\ Iost.

\2-53rof No Nane. 1 Sq 12 fcr a fen days, the'r T Sq 2. Gain-
ed 2)+ Dec 1944. Airpiane Corman:le::, Capt. Picrcc R.
Kilgo. Lost 27 .Ia^ L9\r, i'lission ff22. Stra;r:rl *i:b
fron ui: fDxe+.ion antr h,:a,'riiJr a+.ta:'.:c:C o;. f ight: ts
afte r l,:avi1€ '"ilrgei . No . 1 cng'-r: slrot :r:t. -ast
se:n gcing into cloui lsar ccast foiJ-c;rei1 by fi3:r'"::rs'
AII 11 crew .1s115s1s lr:st.

\2-55295 i{c I'lme. T Sq 12. Gained 22 Jan }91+!. Air!}ane
Comen:ler, ]gt Lt. Ma;:vcl L. Geer. Los+. 29 Aprll
t945, l,tission 1it 53' ,qoil'ring fighte: ettack, air-
craft -l-eft f3rnati.on in a st3':p dive i;r:n went i.'rto
a vicient spit arrcL c::ashr:d" on ianil' No chut-': ob-
gerTe.f . All- 11 cr3'{ .nembeis lcsl.

4e-Zt+79\ HolfiIil'S l02J,1E1iii. Llst:.1 as T sq l-0 orlginally
but Secme T Ss 3, Galae'l :?9 Jza I9!r, frca io5N"a
Bonb Gro'Jp. Wibll Group frtln F:bnu:ry tl end' :f ;r':,:'

\z-53iaz RArlrN' l"lArJE:{. T sq l1- for ,rne iroek ani l:re:r
I Se 9. Gained 29 Jan i945 fron 2Oi+ttt 3ornb Group.
Se:cv:Ll with Group unf"il rn,1 of ma.

42-93381 No l{ame. T Sq }rl. Gaile0 3i lan L945-- Ailplang
JonnanCer, J.st Lt, Marvel L. Geer. Lost 5 .{pril t9)r'5,
weathel- Stril<3 Missio,: #3)+5. l,ow crt fue f anl '-ilo
engines oui, ^'i+"11 

nc t.ine tr 30 aro"rnd, l,t' Geer
land,:d on Tinian uith il:s oidn iights, Aircraft groullJ
loope,l ov,:r ,:Lj-ff anf wa'; corpl.etel-y .1i)it"oy.r'J. No

naior P?rsonnel i- ni'd"i-es .

\Z-SiJjizz 
-'nra 

ne.q.r's ot{. T sg 2. Gai'r:rL:-3 F3b }91+5. con-
pleted \7 or no-i': nissiorls, scr','ed r{it-1 Group until
end of rar.

l+2-5i331 -ARKtu\S.Ab I|AVXLI-S3. T Sq l'f (ras T Sq IL at cne
time. Gaine,l 20 Feb 1945. Served 'ritjr Group jnti.L
end of war.

\2-939\, No i{ame. T sq 1l+' Gainei- 26 Feb.1945 frcn 3f+tr
Sonb \^Iing. Ou-- :f ac+-ion on i5 l4ay I/+1. Borros

shook l-oose i! storr. rn l'{.ission # 5rt 5 May, aniL

alrcraf'u -Jas t-r3:lsf?rred if, Gr.Em Air Dclot ' Ren';:l:-:il'
and ::trrrte'l ic U.S. as ilar WearY.

\\-5gt\Z No Na.me. T sg 15. Gained 5 March l?45. Airplane
Coluland.sr, ;Jt. I{efbeit ir. Kcrilsmeier' Losr' l0 llar:h
1945, l"lis,rion # 29. Mis.,:irg, .rc uorl . Selievr-'L t:
have been set on fire and l-ost ov':r targe"u' Firg+-
m j aai ,1n f:rr rr1 ans an.1 cr:w, all ]-l lost,

\\-59712 1{o Name. T Se l-5. Gained 1l March I?45. Air-
p1-ane Ccmander, ls+- Lt' Wil-l-iam i. Iiloa:t' Lost
r April 1.9\i, ytssion #37. l{o wo:'j., presur:ed l-'xt
o'/er target ritt all- l-'l- cl:1!i'

\\-59765 No Naroe. T Se ]5 ( was T Sq B at on: tjme' Gain-
ed 20 llarch 1945. AirpLan3 'Jcannau'1e::, Ist lt' Bar-
ton K. Yount, Jr. lost -l- J-:ne 1945, l{isslotl # 7i'
One engire I'rst en rou+.: tc ti,rget' 3onbs s':'1."ce'1,

Sorrr) ba;r 'ioors ',,roul'f not :']-cse. Ditcheil 19-30N, Iil4-
00X. Xntil: cued r3scued on L June.

r+a-glf\\ No ltra.ne. f Sq ?. Gaine'.1 31 ]"larch 1/+5 fron lll+'bh
Bonb i'iing.

\,lrr{rnR }962
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Fl-ovn on 3C consecutit3 nissions 'rithout an abort
cr:rv chief , t"t,/Sgt, walt:r A. LesJ-ie, Denton, Texas,
Transf.:rred cut of acti.on L) ,Iu\y I)t+J. Taxltng r,c-
ci.ient refure take-cff, iffssion f BB on ! July.
Transf?rr':d to Gua:n Air Depct and" salvaSeaL.

\2-9\o2i R'rrIHtE;S, T-L. Galnec 2 April 194). Ser','eJ $ith
Gr.uB until ':nd of il"ai.

l+2-9l0l-r+ lrTl5tl tsuT.liT. T-j. Gaire<l J Aorll L945. SeTrcJ
ritn Gxoup unbil end of ':{3",

U+-598\8 No Nme. T-l-). Gaine,l ! April 1945 from 5o0ti1
Bornb Group, Airplane Contan.lL:r, it. Floyd H. goff-
mn. Lost 6 Au€ L9\5, Mission # 96. 3an out ,rf fue]
and ditched 40 nil-es NH of Saipan. f,n-ui.re crelr 'pich.d
up srime dsJ.

42-9t+O3O LUC];Y sr,tIGS. T 10. Gained 13 Aori.l- l9lr5. Served
vit:L Gloup urtti.l- enl of Jeti.

\\-5gqSz LrTl-r,x Jo. T-\. 3aine.f, 28 Alrll :1.945 frcn if97t11

Bomb Grcup. Airplan-- ConrenJe r, -Lt. Franlili-n E.
McOoy. ServeC rrrth Grcup until :-nd of ilar.

l+2-%3r2 I'lo Na.ne, T-r.2. Gaiee.l )+ I4ay r9\, !.rc,r jr'l ?hcto
Recon Sq. An F-13A, this aircraft '*as transf:rrsd
baci: tc Jrl ?ho+,r Rccc:r Sg, GtEr, on 6.fuiy 1945.

\\-t)87 ;G{o KIDS. T-I+. 3ai1oi 7 }4ay l-?l+5. iiervel i{it.1
alrnrrn ''- h. ] 'nil of J3t.

U+-59r59 oRrcoN ExPRttiiri. T--r-l-. Gainecl B uay 191+5. serveJ
iri.tr Grcur unt j.l :nd of *al.

44-51'523 5ALLY. ljril,iJ, '--i.h 'i:r d r.:e!i ra1 !.::,t I-l-2. Gained
28 .i]rne l-945. 6ervel. rvitr Group ':nti..l- :nd of rar.

W-'ot556 shEET sl(lEtsll{. T-l-6. Gained J J':}y 1945. ;ier-re].
trit.1 G".up unbi.l enil of ,{ar.

H+-5t'5ri I4-GHTf rrr{E. T-?. SaiI:J 11 J't!:y L)+J. 3erved
*itir Grcup un'bi.1 3nC of Tar.

Ur-5r73lr --'uciir sEi,EN. T-5. Saine.l t3 ;u:y 1945. (Note this
alrcraft.i-s sboff to -re i: oi:e':aii.on at same time as
original T-5, "LUCKf 'LEriIN".) gpec.ia]- weether itxil<e
air,:raft. S,:rv,:l rvith Group u4!il :nl of iral.

B?4 r,r 3oI'BARDIGI{I ;QUALr..tol{
I+2-2\609 LAssrr 00il0 .'l):,fl, T sg 2l-. Gain:d J .i,:pt. 1!l+lr.

Airllane t.lDma't,1:rr l4ajo: f,lrari C. Lass. lost l;F
Jan !11-) rii.r Capt. ;Jagnri'1I. DicL as Al . I'Iissi.on #19.
Retlu'.r:.1 ff;orl nissi-on wi+n bJo:rgi:]:s shot up anC
strucirril damag.': -"3 aircrift. '.f rarts l:rr:f tf Guaa
Air Depot .4 17 lib I)t+5 and. not r3t'x'ned..

\Z_Zt+5L'l BE])ROOMIYES. T Sg 22. Gaired. l+ Sept. 1944. Air-
plane.Co:.n"rrau'ler '*- lobert L. Borgcs p.rrti3ipat3l
ir -irc+. Tnt.v^ rnirrinn *nl laq: .T.rn.n nission of i4
Augu,3t i945, b.ta,l- ol 5r :0issi.rns. D:cll.:':l r/3r .,leary

anl r:+,'l''rJJ il U,:3. rn f,3 Aug t9[r.
\z-zt+So.r- poca{olrlA,s, TTII pRo-uD ?-IGiIcI't, r ,iq 23. Galnert }5

Sept 191++. Airplan3 Cormunler ls+- Lt. Ph:'.li,p D. Web-
c+r. n.l--+r-inot.n '- fi,-+ n^i-lr\:r:-dr^n anl l_astDevL !ri4 vr.er-!uv-q

Japar nission of i'L -{r]€j !9\5, to"-a]r ,5.
\e-zt+625 r,AD:{ I"lalr( ANI{A. T sg 24. Gai.ned \ sept;-?!I-\, .c.ir-

plan.: Cormander, lst Lt. Rober+' E. Zell:r. Return-
e,f '-r U,S. as War w3ary on i2 Jriy l91l).

\z-zt;525 ],ADY M.L1r ANN,\. T $q 2ir. G.rined \ sept 1944.
Airplane Coruen.-I::, Ist Lt. Rooert X. Zell-er. Re-
tui'ned to U,S. as War Weary on ]2 July 1945.

\c--z\6\z UN|LE TtoM"s CABTN. T sg 2). Gained B sep"" 191+4.
Airplane Conrlander, Major Ja-nn E. Krause. Lost
2J lec 19Ut, Missicn #t6. Ranneo threr: ti:res durr
ing attacks by 20 to J0 fighters. Last seen d.esc-
ending at steep angle a fe{ il:Lles NI.I of Tokyo 3ay.
Major Krause snd all creil members lost.

\z-s:)?Lo ITLTIIY FAY. T sq 26. Gained ! sept 1!4\. Lost
24 Ma:ch 19\5, .Yj-ssion #34. Mi6sing, no word was
ever heard.

\z-z\5\5 ToRciIY. T sq 2?. Gained IO Sept 194lr..Arr-
nlanc l^-'rnndon Canf.. Phi l ir M. l'lra,:ia. LOSt 24
Ol=lt,,l?)+5_.^auffered s"-/ere flak d@ge ca mis-
sion ff42, 1l Apr1l. Transfeirerl to the Gua-m Air
Depct Dn 24 .Ap::il, Reraired and retr-rrned to U.S.
as War Wea:'y,

\z-53\32- No Name. T sq 28. Gaine'] 30 sept 1944. Aj.r-
pl-ane Comnand.er, Capt, I'Tancis J. Murray. Lost
I Dec 1!41t, Missicn f1O. FueI eysten destloye,l by
enemy a:+-iln. Ditchetr 20-+5N, ]45-i5E. Ter crew
nembg-::s iescued. on l-'f D,:cia-3t--r.

\Z-z+5Bt No Name. T Sq 29. Galned 30 sept 1p44. Alr-
plane Ccmtnder, Capt. Elbez'i W. Hyde. Lost J
Dec 194\, Mission # ro. Ditched 31-J+8N, r4r-53E
for unkno'"m reasons. Entire cre'.{ Iost.

\2-2\55\ tilr:HrTA wrTCiI. T Sq lo. Gaine,J 18 sept 19)+4.
Loat 25 Dec I9\+. DestroycC on the ground. by ene-
my raid.
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\z-zt+I\z Nc Nane. T se 31. Gained l-0 Dec 1944, eir-
plane Conrnandei', I6t Lt, Rober+. A. Rochat. Loet
J June I)\J, Mission f J5. Nc. 2 ergl;ra damaged
over target. Ralrja3d by ene:ny elrcraft after it
fell out of forutlon, and crashed intc the sea.
Ftve chutes obs--rved anC l+ crev r:nembers rescued.
on I June. Othefs, including Lt. Rochat, lcst.

\2-2\7\9 TAIIAKA TER]4IIE. T sq 12. Gaine,l IO Dec l!Hr.
Porfininol-a,l in 6r) ri=cinnc 

^n^..'.-hiaf 
M/Sd--. qr vrergq eirg !-uwr , r-./ v6 e t

Clytl: M Emswiler, Mathias, West Yirginia. Declsred
War Weary Elnd returned. to ihe U.S, on 22 August
L945.

\Z-q\69 sr.EFrPY T;ME GAf . T Sq 33. Gained 13 Dec 19lrlr.
Servzd vith Group :lnbj.L end oi wa:.

t+z-z\753 GBrsna cERTrE. T se 34. Gained 1! Dec 194ir,
Airpl-ane Comander, lst Lt. John I{. 3awan. Lost
1)+ .lan 1945, Mission # 19. Ditched fcr uulinorn
res.sons. Last positj.on 33-0211, Irtl-5OX. AII lost.

\2-53\78 sou;iF-RN BILI,E. T sq J!, Gained a5 oe,: l-?44.
At Combat Sta,gi:'rg Oenter, Iwo Jina, 13 t: 215 JuIy
194t and iron fg augusb 1945.

\p--5rp-\8 No Nane. T Sq 35. Gaine,J 2p Dec 1941f, Lost 5
June I!4J, Mission f/5. Boih horizontal Gtabil-
i,a..a ,lrm5r,r,t hl. fl ^!, -nA yi,L+ --r -^ 1,rr ^haa |.,!avf u Juuu6ef vJ tLd\t d:!u r.L61ru drf,5 uu- r-cu rJ

fire on No. 3 engine cat:sad cy fLak. LanCe.L at
Iwo Jima and surveyed on 6 J:n:.

l+2-531+h3 siIrRl;EY Dea. T sq 37, Gainec I Jan lfl5.
Flrst '^ras li-ste.L a,; T Sq 12 j.: B?3r'1 Squadr:cn
anC bren *ar; T Sq 2! 1n Janua:y and/or February.
Se::ved rj.th Group un'":'-1 =ud. of che war.

\2-535t0 HEAWNLY 30DY. T Sq 38. Gained 29 Ja, L9\.5
fro:r 5O5ch Borf,b Grotrp. Lost l- Aprll- 1945, Mission
#37. z$sa shell holes through aile::on, No. 1
nac--ll-e, rear pressufizeC cabir, bu:l-et ani shel-I
frofl,rrf h.i 5a ta-^..-:- .^ G'.rar Airr Lo6de-r u rurrp vi rr '., trbrrJ

Depct cn ll April 1?l+5.
\z-55'>>\ Mrss r-AcE. T sq 25. Gainel 2l+ feb 191+5. Fto'm

on 49 cons,-"cuii-v: :li.siions vithout an abott, :rea
chief, s/Sgi. Henry L. B1in.. Jhicago, Illinois.
Ser.red Tith Group ulr:iI end of war.

\\-59777 DAr\'!Iy-MrrE. T ss 28. GaineJ 26 Feb 1d{5. Los+,
24 l4ay 191+5, Mission # 72. Lost ilro engi::s ov:r

^-r rrct n6i^.^t-rr'1 tnvi-c !-1 fea,;h t-reurr= u4r 5s v - JI,v! vvr v- J a-rb uJ

\\-59699 No Na.rne. T sg 29. Gained 25 !'eb 191+5 fron
31+tb Bon) Wirg. De-r0agerl by ferry crsn' and 1ot
accept:J 1n oiigina:l- dclj-vet:y of 27 Feb 1?l+5' Re-
nnira,i and r^rl,'li"-rar'l h'r GrraI Ai r D--^t an Byqlr es qrrs

April I94). Serv"d trj.th Sroup uutil- cnil of the

\2-5n\5 No Na.rne. T Sg 2I. Galned 7 Ma::ch 1945. Se:v:d.
'"'" I end tf I tsi ;{ar.wrurl uaJu! urrur-r

)+p-9399 
"i1qi1y 

FAY 11. T Sq 26...Gainea 26.Marc:1 I9\5.
'Lost I April 19\5, Misslon #37. Mj.sslng, ro ilor.d
vas evar heari. Airnl-ane Comman.i.e.r, lst Lt. Car'l-
G. Silith.

l+a-gl+Olr6 No Nane. T-27. Galn:d 23 l\priL 194). Serv?d
''-''1 tire enl 3f t-13 i{a:.wiurr uauuiJ urru,-r

U+-7OO82 No lrlane. T-30. Gained lJ Ma;/ 19)+5. Ser:v:d
with Group untj-I end of tit3 Ta-.,

\tr-5gggZ N. i,Iame. T-34. Gaine'J. 12 Mej/ 1?l+r' lost 22
June 1!4j, MLssiDn f,tse. ltcs, 2 a:rl + en8ares
'renb rrtt ;no:-")-y afte; take-ofi. Crash landr:'l,
no fataliti.3s.

44-59t152 l'rlTrr ]'AJ t]-:l-. T-25. Gaijr3d 2+ rla:t r)\i.
Lost 24 May L9\5, Miesion ;f'l2. Missing, :rc worc
was arter hcald. First nission fcr thls air;r:alt,

44-7014?' sEl{rtvtENrA.L JounNEtr. T-11. Gainei 1l .Tune

1945. Serred rd-i"h Croutr) ulltl'.l cn.l of tire rat.
\:t-5t56t No Nane. T-25. 3aine,J 1! June 1945, 3erv.-.,1

lri rh Cr^.r1r rrr ht 1 .:nC of Ei.re Ja:.
4}+-TOflrf No lrianc. T-35. Gainel li June l-!4). Served

,.,i fh /:r^r,"\ -rn+.i | 9nl of Dire ra:.rrwir vrv-! q 
'ei.\\-5'L518 MATDENIS PRATER. T-28. c:ine,] 31 June 1945,

Serzel rith Group :rt:i.1: :nC of t:te rar.
\\-5f751 Nc Na.me. T-2r1. Gainel 20 Jr-'-y 19rrj. Serv:.1

.."** L enl ' f ti_re .Ja::.
\tru_! jrurP {:r!!.

U+-5L77i l,to l{amc. T-3!r. Gainef, 2) July l9\t. :3er.r':'1
with G:'cup unbil 3n.1 of t-re *ar.

B'/jrh BordBrxDMEI{f SQUADRoN

\z-z\5o5 BAffLINt BETIT. T Sq l+1, Gai:r3,1 1O Sep". Ipl+lr
Airplane Corirrandel,. Major Gerald G. Robinson.
Lost 2! Dec 194;t. Damaged oD gr:ourd cy enely air
raid on 2! Dec+nbr-'r. Sal'raqe,1 on 5 Janua:y lll+!.

\2-51212 l,lRS TrfTJ],touSE. T- rr2. Gained B sept r94\,
Iaot Airplane Cccrrand:r, lapt. Jon,r 0. Wlse.
Severely 'larnageLl cn grcund. J.uli:tg ':neny laiJ of
2J Decenber 1?lllr. Lost I Aoril L94J, Mtss:-on,fi39.
Sho::'"ly befrre l:a;h.'.rg the t:.r3e-", i,tro. I :ngl.re
hit by flek ani bhc l-eft -,ring fI.:..r off . Lest seen
going ,lo'*rn in a sp1n. Ent,',re crew lost.

4z-Z\663 I"ADY EVE 11. T Sg 41. ,lalnea 15 Sept 194;f. Air-
plane Con,rand--r, Capt. ',^lllfyed N. Tulcctte. Pa:-
tj.clpa+,:C ir f irst Tciiy. f_1is6iotr. Jrcn Ji i4ar:h
to J Jtnc !?L+r, f,t 3'nn Air D3pci r'Jr lanCi_lg g,:ar
re?air. T'hen 3s T-J!J :el:m:: ,i'I-J.LM\{{E. pa:tici-
pat:C in last JaD?,n atta:k on 1ll Augrrst l-945,
Total of 35 n1ss1ons.

\Z_Z)t6>-\ ?ATCdEs. T Sq 4!r. Gainetl t+ Sept ,r-944. Con_
plet:C 48 nissi-ons en4 lral. 833:5! lo':rs by'/ JuIy
I9+r. ModifieJ and 3odesignate.J as fB-2! ani
sel:v--d 'rlth Group ultil end of ihe wa::.

42-2)',5L3 No Name. T Sq 45. Gained I iiept I9)+4. Ai.r-
plane Conuii:rCer, lst Lt. )on O. Ilorsfall. Los+- 27
Dec 1!41+, Mlssion ff5, Los+- Nos. 2 a;ri 4 :ngi:r:e
,rft.r tgke-off and. dr:t3h3'f b:lx:a:r iaipan an,1
-Iinian. 'Ihrer: crlrr trJrlJ,)ri r--s:u.:.J, not in31..lCif,g

42-531!f5 ltrc Nare. I Sq \5. cained. Ii sept i?41f. Lost
5 i,Iay I9\5,l.{ission f 55. lto. 2 eng.i-r: caugh'u flr,:
and jlar:s quiclii-y :o'/cr3d a:rcraft. It crished
into the seii five n'-Ies off Saipan. tr'our crerm:n
res:u3d.

\2-2\6\9 No Nme. T Sq \?, Gainetl" 1I Sept l9l+lr. Lost
IB December 1944, t'tission flJ. No.l engine .ut
becaus: of bettl-': danage. ian our. :f fLrel cn
arprcach to Saipan anl crlshel ir ATC a;:e:r. No

\z-5'p-]-.]. LADY E'r.E, T sq 48. Gaine.rr 6 sept 1?l+L. -A,ir-
plane Co:man.lcr, Majo: Rusi::l-1. E. Cheever. Da.rn-
agea on 1J Dec 1!4)+, Mission 1f12. Prop fier off
and hit fuselage. At Guan Air Depot bo iepair
dsrage ,iro:r 2l- Dee ]c4l! to lC March I9+i. Retun-
ed., was T-58 f.Jt a*hr'-Le and then T-l+3. lost 25
Ma;' 19\5, Mission #73. Lost Nc. I englne ,rhen
hit by fiak. Anothel engine lcegan ba:kfirirg.
Atternpte4 :t }an1 at I'ro Ji.mr but !1e islan-f va.r
weather:d in so t'lst a!:c":i3t irad i. clrcle an1
finaily c;:er 'oE ll-:1 o:t. AII r--scueJ.

\2- 2);5111. Lol{G DriT.turcr. T sq \9, Galned 9 sept }9'+l+.
Airplane ConnanJ:l:, Jap'u. DonalC J. Dufftl.rl.
t'Io'*'n on 60 consc.:utive nisr;ions vithout an
abort, :r3.r ch:,-.:, M/Sgt. .lla:: D. McKenzie, -Re-
liance, Scuth Dakota, Reiu-neC to U.S. as War
wea:y on 12 Au€urt L9l+5. LO52:\O hour; on aiT-
craft.

)+z-z\,507 I'ORBTDDEI{ IRUII. T sg !0. Gain.:,J J iiept J.9)+Ir.
Parir:.:ipat3tl. -i-n 62 nis;iols (h:ghest nu,roe: ir the
Group), creil chi,ef , )'{,/igt. ieor'6e A. 3ischof ,
Uri.:n City, NerI Je l's:-r-r. ietu:-rr rii i: U.S. as 'ilar

. i,leary on i2 Augrr;;t l-945.
\2-fi)+75 ;{ousTot{ HcNsY. T sq il-. Gained 12 D3c }91+a,

Aircrsft C.rffinde4, l4ajor Jornell J. Lup:er. Air-
craft|s No. l+ engrn3 ihDt ilp Jy Diane|s om guns
and lrcp laa a.{..\r o:t 13 De,: f 944, Mission #13.
Reiu"neil suc.:essfully. Re"rrfl:.l '..:'J,i. ae War
We3ry on 2! .iugr:;t 1)4).

\2-2\rI AJmiNiIIE. T Sq 43, Gaine.l 2l ;)ec l-/+)r.
Lost 2l+ trey !9\): Vlssi-o:r f/p. l4i.ssing, ro ilort1
er/--l' l.eceivel.

4?-2+17L I'lo Nanr. T Sq 52 fr;. a shor'r tir: ard rhs: T
Sq 4?. Se:.v3C r{ith Grcup illtj,L en,-l 1f the rar.
Reiuined io U.3. as i{3r Weery 2i Aug 1945.

\2-2L?48 Nc Name. ScheJuled to be T Sq lj but oeca-ne
I sg l+2. Gaj.netl 26 De: \g\t+, los+- I .Tan l9l+j,
Mlssion # 17. Creshe.l and but'ned on Anai,a.h:rnr
Marianas for u:tl.;lto'rn 1'--aso!s , l{o s-lrr-i yois; f ;:'st
m:lssion flr olan::.

\p-2\76o BAT,-trINr BETTT It. T sg 41. Gainea z6 Dec l-9)+)+.
Airplcne Contra:ler, l,la;or Geral.l G. Rcbinscn, O:
26 Jan I9\r, 5rni,: PyIe fie:r his oniy bonoa.: ::ais'-
siolt :n trri-s aircr:sft.. I )rac:j.:e aissr_orr aJeinst
Anatahan. Airillene f,tst rritrr arot-:--l :;err lrJ I:b
194t, Miseion ifZ\. aan o:t rf fuel ritir tast
posit;'.,rn I5-IIN, 1t5-Q0E. No ot-re:: wci.l. ::e,::ivel".

42-531!p4 H0NSHU HAhK; T Sq 45. Gaine,l lO Dec l94iF.
Iron 28 l{rr.c5 tl 12 l{aa' I?45 ab iluar Air Depct
tf rapgir 4ame8? ;'ec+t\r:d in lani:lng accidcnt

ts..4.!. J. JUUru{AI



LUCKY rl.jjl'/rlll , a famous 49Eth Group t-29, vit,h 10 misBiong
ind.Lcated on the nose. Another, later_. picture was sub-
mitted by the author. courtesy of W.F Duffenback, with
lB missions indicated by the small parnted bombs but

vage 26l

ooltlri rrlt ho rcrrnn'r^cd her*- I'ni e rhr*rr crrnm.++s/l 1r1,jruJUv Juuill-uusu uJ
J.L. Dunavent. On the r:ght, ADJ.I'S rV j fcr sure, but
it is not knovn to vhich Group tiris airplanu belcngec.
Photo by Duffenbach.

sl
. oa''

\-L' i

Two fronr the 497th group. "rOKCii'S WILD ll-, Serial number \2-2\391,
carried. the saxne nose dralring as the original JCIGR'S I.IILD. Ancl -'-,CiiY
IRISII , scri-al numbcr )+2-: j,.12. u.rrsc gunners scJr.;d. seve:r r'-ct:-iric,s cn

. . - ^t - | -/ /-priI 194) cvcr Tokyc. (l-ro-:o - I. - 'd.F. Du-'lc'.bacl<; r - J. *.
Dunavent )

TnPrtuv ra* -rani aal rr i 
^arft 

fi ed hrrt i + i e nrn].a.). t:-,lruv IJTEUT-9IJ aus!rvlrIEu, vuu IU -o PrvUqUtJ
"O-^--'r bq zr rrom tne orJro bquaoron. rne lnsLgnta ls

a dragonrs head, with eight stars :rjth-n bhe circlc.
The airplane had 12 missions at this time. (Prot,.
Courr.esy of Col . ,Iack Dewitt. At righ-c -is rhe Ln-

WINTER 1962

official insignia on THUNDERBIFJ-I, again not conipleLer,
identified, but shoun vitn J . 'bonbin; mis:ion: and five
canels indicating miss . ont 'Crver the r1w:1tr " . Fron it.
proxjrnitT to Diamond U in tl,e background, lhis could
be from the 462na Group, 58th l^Iinq. (PHoto -Denny Parrer)

\

,*ffi
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b-.. r

- -:.,- rf . ^ -,!, 3 .-&:4.*

\'-)0, of the L99th Group, d.idn't qu:te make a cornplel'
runout at Saipan. B-29-20-BA, s/n 4z-63841. (Prroto-
Courteey of W.F. Duffenback)

B-29's from other 2Oth Air Fcrce r^Irr:gs :rowded onto
Tolcrr I'ialri S.inqn far Marnrr Mic<inn: faTl^r.'i-a 1l TfrisJ rrsru, uerlJoLr, rvr v-ro avrruwruts Y-u
lay. (rhoto - rJr.uI'enbaclr/

Alrcraft from the 58th Wlng also helped to swamp the
facllities of 73rd Wlng. Ae can be seen ln the photo
at rlght. the ;ordg "P.W. Supplj.es" were painted acroge

TC-{YO ROSE, *ron the lrd Photo-Reconnaissance Squadron,
ani ir c f:rst B-2o over the city of Tokyo on ! November
\ L,). Airr.-anc Commander, Capt. Ralph- Steakley./^- ^ \lrr.-l/ - J.L. Uunavenl./

. |]$lryt{."-..@"ssnh{€rffl

the lnslgnla on the lower wlng surface to lndlcate
these alrplanes were on Mercy Mleslong. Many B-29'g
returned P,0..W's 'o the States. (photos - Duffenback)



while on trainlng flight. Becarne T-16 and served,
with GrDUD until the end of the War.

\z-6s52\ PAssroN lrAcoN. T sq 52. Gained. 2g Jan Lg45
from 505th Somb Group. Alrplane Co:rnanderr Capt.
Charles Spieth, Jr. Serired rnrith Group until the
end of the War.

4\-69172 BATTLTN, BETTY rrr. T sq 4r. Gaj.ned rB Feb
1944. Airplane conmander, Lt. Col. Gerald G.
Robinson. Had. 4J mj-ssions and seryed with the
Group until the end of the War.

\\-@lo6 BLACK BARTIS REVENGE. scheduled to be T sq 8
but becarne T Sg 53. Gained. 20 Feb 1!41. Served
r.ri*L Arar,^ ,,ntil the end of the war.

\,+-59729 No name. Scheduled to be T Sg 28 lut became
T Sq )4. At Combat Staging Center, Iwo Jima from
21 July to 4 Aug 1945 and 11 Aus 45.

\\-6gl\g No name. T Se 55 for a short tirne and then
T Sq 45. Gained 2L l4ar 1945. Served vith Group
untrl the encl of the !iar.

42-93959 TUI4BLING TIIMBLEWEED.. T SS 55. Gained 24 Mar
1945. At Combat Staging Center, Ivo Jima from

- ^l -> l|vg Ly+).
44-70001 No Name. T - 42. Gained 1! April It4!.

Served with Group until the end of the War.
\\-7oo7> No Name. T Sq 46. Gainel 7 l4ay L9\5. Lost

24 May L)4J on Mission No. 72. Missing with no
further vorcl ever received.

44-tof4l No Na.ne. T-46. Gained. 14 June 1945. served
v-ith the Group until the end of the War.

44-70135 ,ANToINETTE. T-48. Gained 15 June 1945. serv-
ed.vwith Group until the encl of the War.

4l+-6rZ8r No Name. T-r7" Gaihed 2l July 1945. served
vith the Group until the end" of the War.

44-5f]ff No narne. T-58, then T-!0. Gained 2J July
I94r. Served vith the Group until the end of the
War.
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AUTHOR'S NOffi:

Corrections to Part I of this article (JOURNA-L, Vol.
7, No. J, FaIl, 1962) should be noted as follows: The
caption for the cover photo is incorrect. This picture
does no depict JOLTIN' JOSIE, T Sq 5, coming in to Isley
Field. It is, rather, DAUNTT-ESS DOTIY, A Sg l, also a
famous airplane. As readers may recall it was in this
airplane thet General 0'Donnell came to Saipan and comm-
anded the first mission to Tokyo.

Tha nhntnorr nh a+ tl- o rrrnor ni ohi nf Pe oa 1 67 ch^t,torv I parvwp

aircraft of the \98tfr Croup, not the 468tfr Group ( a
typographical error).

The ea.ntion for the nhoto a.t the rioht lor^rer corner
of Page }ll should atate that the Diamond with a lYt
r^rithin it marks the airplane as part of the lOlst Bomb
(lrnrrr- Tt iq cyf.re infOrmatiOn that the airn-ln.na was a

part of the 2l-st Bomb Squadron.
At the moment of r"riting the first part of this

article this author had no certain inforrnation as to
whether or not the 6th Bomb Group used sguadron colored
+^il +i^^ A"+ ^L^"1i L^,.^ 

^-l-. 
+^^ 1^+^ ^-r..i+Luar! vrP-. vrrrJ vuu !ous, auu wr utr

much red facedness, vas it discovered. in an early issue
of the JOIIRNAL. Oh, but to d.i5 in every source and.
forget the JOURNAL.

Kenn C. Rust.

ADDENDA

As a further study of the operations of the Jlrd
Wing against Japan, the following Mission List has
been orepared. The claims are given in the usual manner,
vi.z., aircre.ft d.estroyed, probabLy destroyed., and danaged.
Certain nissions have been onitted as there was no avail-
able information on them. They were flor^.n by the \99th
Group and no records for that group have come to the
vriter's attention. Therefore there are blanks in the
reoord of the llrd Wing which it is hoped can be filled
later on.

The Long Haul, Story of the 497th Bonb Group (VH).+
Capt. Pat E. Goforth, Edit. 1946. Newsfoto Pub-
lishing Co. 124 pages.

Unofficial History of the 50Oth Bornb Group. Capt.
rinting

Co. lO0 pages.
The Story of the JJrd. Capt. Joseph T. Davis, Edit.+ L946. Newsfoto Publishing Co. IOl pages.
The 6JJrd. Bonb Sgr:ad.ron Presents Superfort Saga.--TffiTfiffir#ffi

County Publishing Co. 96 pages.
"A fhumbnail Sketch of the 498trr Somt Group, Saipan,

M.I." Mimeographed report by the Group. 1l naees.

Ohe of the great action pictures of World War
fI. A 499+,h Group B-2p has pulled up violent-
ly beneath the No. 2 engine of the flight
leader in the foreground,. Ahead of the form-
ation boils the'intense smoke cloud.s from a
Japanese city being bombed by a previous
group of Bombers. (Photo - Courtesy of
W.F. Duffenback)

WTNTER 1962
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No" DAE TARGET

I 28 Truk
Oct

2 30 Truk
Oct

3 2 Truk
Nov

\ 5 Ivo. Jina A7b
Nov

5 I lvo Jina A/F
Nov

6 rr Truk O
Nov

7 24 357 Pr

73rd WII{G

AISCRAT'T SOMBED

AIRBORNE TARGET IOST

r-8

IO

20

140
r70
t70
250
OI

8o
2\2
6\
01

62
24 r-

6o6
I

6eo

36

'l'7

111
Nov Tokyo clocks & urban ST

8 27 357 PE 81
Nov Tokyo docke & urban ST

9 29/30 Tokyo Tnttustrial & d'ock 29
Nov

10 3 357 Pr 86
Dec Tokyo docke & urban ST

1l- B Tvo Jina AA 8?-

Dec
t2 13 L93

Dec
13 18 r-94

Dec
l-l+ 22 L93

Dec

Mar Mar
34 zt+/25 L93

35 27 Tachlar6l and Olta
Mar A/Fs, Kyushu

36 3t Tachlaral Machlne ur-.e.
Mar

L5 2l+ fvo Jina 29

L5 27 357 72

17 J Nagoya industrial 97
Jan and urban

rB 9 357 72
Jan

L9 1l+ 194 73
Jan

20 L9 r5\7 8o
Jan

21 23 193 Pr 73
Jan Nagoya urban ST

22 27 357
Jan Tokyo clocks and urban ST

23 4 Kobe port ancl urban 9l
Feb

24 10 151+4 @
Feb

2' 15 193 Pr 9L
Feb Any lnclust. citY LR

26 L9 357 w 101-

Feb Tokyo d.ocks and urban ST

27 25 [okyo urban
Feb

a8 l+ 352 pr
Mar Tokvo docke and urban ST

29 glLP [okyo urban ir65
I0ar

30 11/12 Nagoya Urban
Mar

31 1J/14 Osaka urban
Mar

32 15/i7 roue urban
Mar

33 1B/1! wagoya urban

90

Ao

zA
tv

71" l6s 
L"48j

I

t\2

t-05 4

LLz

105 1

39

57

1R

4o

62

28

3

)
It.-
fII
I

J

290
o5
Al

944
0t
oL

1

t22

t20

MISSION LIST - 73rd WING

16720

l+98u^ eRoItP
AISCRAFT SOMBED SOIIBS E.A.
AIRBORNE TARGET (ton) rnsr CLAIMED

972L0-
98240-
98L90-
rB9\zo-
10001-

20

1l+

7

11

L2

L6

Il+

r )r

r lr

29

10

2\

.J

25

DO

25

2

23

2\

t-8

e.

22

2t

23

2\

2\

33

37

37

\z

30

l+1

aA

30

5u

5v

300

48 r-

390
290

38 l-

118 0

4l+ o

37r
36 1

00
4ro

t75+2
ro2\3
r7\52
1340o
II55I

13395
10280
9260
5Pr 5L o
II LK
20ST 55 I
L9 4l+ 2

32 Sr 102 1-

3l+ 22r o

3l+ 22o o

35 232 o

38 340 o

38 307 o

27 209 1

29 Lol o

29 L:.:6 O

5-9-o

3-2-6

1-1-O

3-8-10

0-2-1

7-1-r

0-r-3

tL-5-L2

0-o-3

5-L-l

5-2-7

3-2-11

l+-0-1

2-3-5

3-l+-l+

0-L-2

2-8-5

3-0-5

0-3-1

6-7-Lo

o-2-)

9-o-II
'l 2-1 -?

5-O-L2

+-5-tJ

34-7

r -Ir-q

1-0-0

24sr 6\ o
I f,R

20 sT ,+6 o

8?T 3r o
LLR
20PT 50 3
lfo
18 PT r5O 0

22Pr 55 2

24PT 63 r
I l.K

13Pr \7 o
Lr0

2PT 10 0

15PE +Z 3
lTO

13Pr \2 1
3LR

2Pr 37 o
5to
gP[ 41 1
8LR
15PT 40 0

r.5 sr 6S o
5TO

l-8 sr 53 2

lgPT 6t 2
3r0r5Pr j\ z
L10

10PT 83 O

8 I,R
27 ST I03 0
3T0

27Pt 78 O

4lR
30 sT t00 0
4LR

3l+ PT 2l+o I
310

38 Pr 257 0
110

28 PT 188 0

39 Pr 350 0

3l+ PE z& o

26 Pt 2L3 l

29P! 99 o

27 P! r.08 r

A.A.U.S. .]OURI{AL



Apr 2011 11 | | 9sT

Apr I I Lto

Aprll
5L zi2 tztnt AfF @ o I I

Apr I I 1.[0
55 26 usA A/F, Kyushu 18 0 [ 18 77 0 2-0-0

l+B 2L oita A/r @ o IApr I

\g zi usA A/F, Kyushu 29 o I 20 94 o o

6o tE" rzr:ni Af O 23 
|

6z tf Miyazaki Alt, - re o I t, 1oe o -

Apr

IIay

r I trcl4ay _ |6tro6t\@6Lo
l{ay

68 rr LToz 2,+ o | 7 \5 o 3-r-r
May

!4ay

May Haoaoatsu ST 8S I ze st L ] ry

May I t 210
}rr]flm 1952

AffiIffiIffiS E.A.
No. DATE TABGET ArRBonU TARGET losr 

I 
TARGET @lgj4sr crarwolarngoRr'E TARGET (rone)rosT cLArMEp

37 L/z 3i7 :15 ? I zi z3L 1 o-r-o i ,t 29 p\ z5g 3 -eqrl^l
38 3l+ 792 6t I r? -.'r 118 o -- | zg 13 Pr ze8 o -Apr I ?sr I r4sr

Page 2'(t

MISSION LIST - lJrd WING

73rd Wlng _, 497th Group , 498th croup

39 7 3j7 rrl 1o] 5 I 29 r45 o 3T-1)+-r5 32 3r pr L\6 r r8-3-l+

Lo tn' Kagoehlna @ ze zB . I IApr g4 . I zE u4 o o-o-2 | ,u u pr r33 o g-r-3LI 12 357

\z r3/r4 roryo areenal area L22 | zg t99 1 - | Sz 30 PT 438 o -
.rp{llt+S tjft6 ravaeakl urban r | 23 L53 o - | :S 30 pr t9o o -

44 t?" rnnL Aft, Kyushu @ . J tAprll
45 t7 Tachiaral A/F 2L o | 11 l{4 o r-6-2 | ro 10 PT l+o o -Aprll
,+6 18 rzud A7b @ o | |

Apr
47 r-8 raohlarai A/F 20 , I to 40 2 3-L-3 I l-I- 10 pr l+l+ o 0-r.-6

jo :"t" rachlarai A/F . I I ,r u pr 85 o o-r-l

Aprll
52 22 TonitakaA/rrryuetru 18 O | 8 ll+ o - | fo I9PT trS o -Aprll
53 2t+ 2OO9 t+5 34 I I l-1 52 O 3-2-3 | rr 9 PT l+Z 0 0-L-3

s5 Ii." saeki Afi', Kyushu O 19 | |

57 Yu" ronitaka A7b 22 zL . | | * dr pt 9l+ o -
Aprll

i8 zi rzrurl A7t @ I IAprll
jg z7 MiyazakiA/F,Kyustru 2L o | 10 l+3 o - I 11 IIPT \l o -

6s LB" Miyakonojo r7b, ryusrru 23 22 t I I ,, 22 Pr L27 2 LL-2-2
Aprll

64 So Hauanatsu urban 55 | g 52 o o-o-r | il 1r PT 62 o -

65 5 660 t3o 3 | 25 97 L 1-o-1 | s6 33 Pl 131 I 0-1-o

66 10 611 64 sB o J 28 r25 o - | :l* 29rn 85 o -

6g 14- Nagoya urban z I S6 18? r 3-0-r I 31 29 PT 193 o -

70 t6'/t7 s. Nasoya urban o J 35 3L9 o - I tlo 38 PI g6t+ o 1-o-o
l.,lay I I

7t t9 TachikawaArmyArsenal 94 O O I ref O - I 23 20iT )26 0 -

72 23721+ rokyo urtan r7o I I 35 276 o - 
I 

* l+l+ pr 285 l+ -

73 EIae roryo u"r.n rbr+ Ito I ,o 233 t- - | 33 39 lT 2\3 I -
r{ay -) I | , -}9fu 29 Yokohana urban L52 86 O I St+ r9l+ O 0-0-1 I 41 3l+ PT 237 0 -
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No. DATE TARGET

75 1 Osaka urban
June-/(o ) -r\OOe Uroan
June

77 J Osaka urban
June

78 ro r\76
June

79 L5 Osaka-Anagasaki urban
June

B0 \ f1.9 Hamnatsu urban
June

Bf 19/20 Fukuoka urban
June

82 22 657A
June

83 25 382
June

84 zBfZ) Saseto urban
June

n- - t^A, L/2 Kurnanoto urban
JuIy

86 3h Kochi urban
JuIy

8l 6/l Akashi urban
July

88 glto Sakai urban
JuIy

6^ -^ /-^ - . .69 12lIJ Ichinomiya urban
July

90 16/t7 oita urlan
July

9I l9f2o Hj-tachi r:rban
July

92 2\ 382 Pr
July Kuwana urban ST

93 26f2'7 Matst:yana vo"ban
JuJ.y

94 z8/29 rcninoniya urban
July

95 L/2 Tovama urban-t -
Aug

96 5/5 Nishinomiya urban
Aug

97 I Toyokava Naval
Aug Arsenal

98 B Ya.,rata urban
Alr€

99 14 382
Aug
it, /.- -IUU L+/L, lsezaki urban
Auq Koizurll fO

JJrd. wing

A]RCRAtr'T BOMBED
AIRBORNE TARGET IOST

rsL

L26

L?2

?q

'z

1

114 n

't ?6

r nl' r

1r)0

r\5 0

184

?,ll

t22

'tzlt

L{RGETS IDENTIFIED BY NUMBER - 2oth AIR FCRCE

193 Mitsubishi engine plant, Nagoya
L94 Mitsubishi aircraft plant, Nagoya
327 Musashi engine p1ant, aka Musashino, (Naka;ina Aircraft eo.),
382 Army Arsenal, Osaka

a --^b57A Naval Arsenal, Kure
aa^b60 Hiro Naval- Aircraft Factory, Kure
O73 Naval Euel- Station, Tokuyama
6l\ Naval coal yard.s and. briquette factory, Tokuyama
792 Tachikawa aircraft plant, Tachikare-\,-/L476 Hitachi Engineering Works, Kaigan plant

a Fl, !,L544 Nakajlma Aircraft Factory, Ota
I5\7 Kawasaki aircraft plant, Akashi
I7O2 Kar,ranashi Aircraft Co., Kobe
2OO9 Hltachi aircraft engine plant, Tachlkalra
2011 Shlzuoka aircraft plant (Mitsubishi PLant No. 5), Shizuoka

MISSION LIST - lJrd wlNG

49?tn croup

SOMBM SOMBS E,A.
TARGET (TON) IOST CLAI}IED

?l

1a

<h

?L

z+

2+

)r r

2R

?n

?n

2q

30

32

25

44

]q? 2 'l -o-2

l-99 o 7-5-4

r54o-
2030-
2830-
ZLOU-

2t20-
L270-
L6L o .-

3080-
21+7 't -

239r-
2390-
1830-
2060-
1860-
2L31-
2260-
2270-
1840-

3890-
z6LO-

30

5+

9

183 o 0-o-1

1550-
480-

{11
r

A.A.E.S. JOURNAT.

. 498th eroup
AIRCRAT'T BO}tsED BOMBS E.A.
ATRSORM TARGET (ron) rosr cLAIt4Ep

The abbreviations used- are as follovs:
PT - Prirnary Target
ST - Second.ary Target

m^,-_-^ TO - Target of Opportunity
roryo LR - Last Resort Tareet

FOOTNOIES:

37 PT 238 r 1-O-O
1T3

32 PT 2c6 L LO-2-2

3OPr zto O -

32 Pr 2O9 0 3-3-3

34Pr 284 o -

31Pr 245 0 -

39PT 183 O -

27Pr L5g I -
lTO

28 Pr 2O3 O O-1-O
It0

31 PT 2)+8 0 -

39PT 260 O -

31PT 302 0 -

3oPT 2\3 O -

3oPr 224 o -

31PT Lgg 0 -
lTO

34PT 211 0 -

32Pr 25O O -

36sr zB9 o -
6ro

33?T 224 O -

33Pr 235 0 -

44pr 389 o -

32PT 26]- 1 -
I1PT 79 0 -

26PT 167 o -
210

38PT r94 o -
rT0 7 O

34

30

?l

4t

33

2n
Jv

?5

43

34

)+6

55

11

?1

40

I

l00th Bonb Group only.
0n 10 Feb 1945 the lJrd Wlng vas joined
by two groups fron the 313th Wine in
attacking Target 1144. Total particira-
tion vas: 118 dispatched, 84 tonUea, ia
lost and 2! damaged.
4!pth and )00th Bonb Groups onl_y.
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M]SSION LIST - 58th BOMBARDMENT WTNG . MARIANAS CAMPAIGN

?I,ANES BOMBED FA]LM BOMBS E.A.
No. DATE PR]MARY TARGET AIFSORI\E TARGET Mech. Pers. (ton) fOSf CLAIIVIED

PLANES 3OIIBED FAII,ED
No. DAIE PRIMART TARGET AIRBORNE TARGET Mech. Pers.

2\ !/10 Sendai urban 1 ?1 1D?
.ruly

25 12113 Utsonomiya urban 130 115
July

26 t6ft7 :li;.xa"zu urban
July

26 19/20 Fukul urban
July

28 24 osaka and
July Takasaruka

29 z\fzg tsu and Aornori 143 137
July

3C ll2 Hachioji urban l8o L69
Aug

31 5/5 Saga urban and 131 L27
Aug Imabari
a6

5C. O rOyOKaWa
Aug

33 7 Yawata

I 5 Kure 42
May

2 10 Oshima 88
NIay

3 1I Kobe 38
l4ay Kawanashi A/c Co.

I r4 Nagoya urban 1)+1

l4ay
5 L6h7 Nagoya urban 140

May
6 19 Hamamatsu A.z

I4ay
7 2\/25 Tokyo urban L27

May
8 z6/27 Tokyo urban 132

May
9 29 Yokoha,ma urban L32

I{ay
10 1 Osaka urban Ll9

June

June
L2 J Osaka urban

June
13 P Kobe )+6

June Kawanashi Afc Co.
14 10 Kasumigauro ancl 62

June Tomioko
L5 f5 osaka and 13B

June Amagasaki
16 1J/18 Onuta urban L25

June
L7 L)fzO \oyonashi urban 141

June
18 22 Kure and Himeja L22

June
1.9 26 Kagamaga.Itara and L5O

June Osaka
20 26fz) okayanr ,arban I41

June
2L l/2 Kr:re urban 160

July
22 3/\ Taka"natsu r.rrban 1:28

July
23 6ll Chiba urban L29

Ju1y

144 o o-o-o

3gg 0 0-o-l

L57 o o-r-4

599 2 4-1-rl

977 2 o-o-o

29O I 0-0-0

B4g 4 4-o-o

928 t2 7-o-o

72L 2 4-3-L

6>l \ 2-L-9

?10 5 6-5-Lo

68z o o-o-2

264 o 3-5-L5

296 o o-4-B

7\z 1 o-o-o

769 o 0-o-o

986 o o-o-1

572 I 0-0-2

79+ r 6-3-3

g8r I r-o-1

1082 0 0-0-0

833 2 o-o-o

B9o o o-o-o

Aug
34 Blg Fukulm.na urban 98

3OItsS E.A.
(ton) tost cLAr].4ED

911 1 o-o-o

Bo3 1 o-o-o

1036 o o-o-o

952 0 0-0-o

9A I o-o-o

t276 o o-o-o

L593 I 0-0-0

969 1 0-0-0

220 0 0-0-0

185 2 o-o-o

557 0 0-0-0

914 0 0-0-0

P.O.W. 0
Support

:: o

trn

37

BO

?2

q't

03
10 1

195

\2
6z
5t
81

L20

01
\z
180
B2
41
73
bro

2T

6z
73
41

32 50

35 30

r oR 'l'r o

130 r27

178 763

'7 'l

104

9O
2T
11 2

42
10 1

40

4o
oo r

73
00
10

7O

I20

11q

l:2\

l,22

6o

]'L9

l:25

].22

107

107

107

44

-l'l o

tL6

t36

110

t24

138

l-52

tL6

72\

o1

At-tg

35 14 Hikari Naval
Aug Arsenal

36 30 Tokyo
Aug

37 31 Tokyo
Aug

3B 2 Tokyo
Sept

'tAz '1 q.7
rv|'/|

J. JJ

r I'n r I'n

This Mission List, of the 58th Bonbardment Wing in
the Marianas Campaign, is a continuation of the 58th
Wing record sho\nrn on Page 224 of the JOURNAL, EaIL' L962
(vot. T, No. 3).

rd

CQ

UJ

The E.A. Clained column is, in order: clestroyed, probably destroyecl, damagecl.


