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T[ri s nresentatirrn of the U.S. ]4arine Corps De
rsrv y-vvv+:vevter

HaviLland aircraft is the resufl of a request to Gy/Sgt
Walter "Fritz" Gemeinhardt, a }cng-tiroe I'lember of the
A.A.H.S. and ncw on the staff cf the l4arine Corps
Museum in Quantico, Virginia, fcr infomation on the
Norbhern Sombing l'ling in France, 1918. Fritz re-
sAarched. the lr{useum files and came up wlth the following
very interesting essay in pictures concerning DE-4!s,
plus a report of the First X'larins lrri.ation Force from
August to }irrvember, IgfB'

The DH-l+/g narkings draving prepared by Gemeinhard't
from the phctographic recold.s at the l'{useum vas sent to
David Brazel-ton for rearrangement to fit the JOURNAL

page forrnat. (Brazelton's draving cf t'he ll3N appeared
in tlre last issue, FaLL L962). A query to Peter Bor+ers

brought the suggestion for cur cover photo, O2B-l-'s
/-nAayniTad DH-LR,s) rhe same thaf. annegrs in Bi-]l
\uuusrllrlsu ut!-av ol vsev ellv_i

Larkinsr bock, U.S. ir{arine Corps Aircraft, l9I4-I959.1
p. 16. BiII senC us his original print cf this vhieh,
ve think, epi'bomizes the DH-4's in the Services ln the
pcst-WWI years.

Larkins lists the various Nary and USI{C DH-4's by
serial number in his U.S. I{avy Alrcraft. I92I-f941 as

follovs:

Serial Nunbers Identif ied as USI'{C (l{ctex)

ru
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f#
N;'
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Il ,ft
11.

A3384 - A34tB - (rl) 43388, A3432, A3433, A3434,
A343t

A5Bo9 - A5Br4 - (6) A5Bo9 tc At8r4
A-56L5 - 45629 - canc-'l-Led
A5834 - 45839 - (6) At834, A583t
ATBTO - A'BB4 - (ri) A5BB3, ATBTT
A5982-A6oor - (zo)
A6OC2 - AbOO4 - cancell-ed.
A6rL3 - A6Lg2 - (BO) A5LB6, L6'r89, A5134, A6L?O,

A6r91
I\63:)2 - A6\DL
A65Lt+ -

- (49) 
^636r, ^6396- (r)

A6898 - 
^692't 

- (So) A6898 to 
^6921NOTrl* Identifi-cations frcm phctos, from lerkins USII{C

.1 if^-4!+ ,r- f.ar- v,,qp116 -en,r|ds hw Gana.-p[4161 .

The DH-4 ty-pe served. lcng and usefully ^n all three
corrli a:c l i r Qorrri no l\Trrnr ond }lari no i,rnrnc orrl r.ri *}r

the Air lviail . In the Post-Wr,II days, Ccngress appropri-
atcd vcry meager fund.s ic. new equipment, consequently
the milif.ew had to uSe its maintainence fund.s fortIegwv!

"mrd-rnizFti'rnr'. Tninrl evrrrnlF< worc the contfactS
avarded. Atlantic Aircrait Conpany (ncfter) for IlO
DH-lrl{2ts with steel tub: r'us=Ia6cs and Bceing Airplane
Company fcr the 30 0-28's,I'-68)8 t'a A-6927, Varicus
'of the DH-4's remained cn rnili'uary status until 1930,

'nri nAy+ioinpt.cd 'h S)me o-'the m!)St cjl-or-ful episcd"esv \v.f9vv* +,.

in aviation history' It is hcped that this articJ-e
vj-II stj-mulate the contrj.bution of others, the resulis

,C >arro'l'lrr faeninrtire ?F<a^r'nl^ inlr thFIonldon wearsu! cquGrrJ rerurrrqu!1r6 bvluvr. Jesrv

cf the DH-4",

t*r
l.

DH-ABI a of Marlne Corpa Squadrone V0-1M and V0-21"1 Dreparing for a long
dietance flight fron Santo Domingo to St. Louia and returnr tn 1924.
The pilote wJre Capt. F.O. Rogeri of VO-IM and Capt. rrHookrr Palmer of
VO-2M. The crew rnerbers were \|/Sgte Belcher and Talueieck. froiers
flew in A-5I90, Palmer in A-619f. Other DH-4B|e in the background,
in kahki color, were used in agtione egainet the lominican bendits of
that period. (enoto - USfiC Officiel Photo, IOIJ No. >2791),1 sep 2))

DH-4's IN MARINT C()RPS SERI|ICT
Bv WAI,IER GEMEINHARDT

p^324) - 
^5524

- (80) A3269, A321o, A3273, A3215
A3276 (AS 32299) , A3278,
A3279 t 43280, A3295 : A3299 t
A3300

#**t-*t'a, *;
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t'ne airlrelo e! !a rresne, trence, ot't.e !irst...arine Aviati3n torce.
lloe DH-!/r' s on the 1ef t belonred to Sciuc,d... rrArl : on t.hc ri -h
squadron ".)". (pr.,oto'- ,ara,=iro'- 

"".';;;;:ri.) 
^ t "n Lne rlgnt' 10

PiIots and eunner/observerg :f Squadron 'ltl'r , or iro. 9r irirst .,.erine
Avieticn !orce, in ,rcv..:ber IlI3. vapt. hobert S. Lytle, Li...-, kF s

then the .lo::endinr O{ficer, end i. the :nly ide.n'-i;icption we crr.
provide for this phcto. He is next to the ren with the fur cc11er
with tne ceaere-eby che c on his lef t. (f hotc - US):C. r.rOD .,o. i2 ./22 )

e--{..t.-: ira: ..

?* .' i' :'!'
,* :;- r:'

, J rI f,f iittor,

A.A.H.S. .TOITRNAT.



A BRfE}- OI]T],I}E OF IHE I4ON,K ACCO],{Pi]SiilJ)
BY SqUAnROr{ "C"

FIRS,I I'IA*RINE AI/]ATION FORCX, TN trRAT]E, I9I9

Written anC edite'L by Second Lt. Charles B. Todti, .Tr'.,
U.ij.It.C.H., prob.rbly eari;ir in 1919.

The U.S.S. DE KALB lay at anchor in the harbor
of Brest, France. Aboard of he:' .were a fev sailors
win r.fl ;L'noe,l fr)T 

^'ro-r-or: .ri -- ' Dr.l r. : FifSt lvla-
rine Aviation tr'orce ccmrnand?d by Major Alfre,l A.
^.,*_ 

i _ .L..* -L -^ _^ "- -h_-- I -a.-e i 1 t. j .L: 
Ul_-_tvu'rLrr''61r@rrr ! r-c= JYqo i!JlrJ ir

vhich lncluCed abcub a hundre;f and t'"ie;rtrr officers
and six hundred nen.

We lef't Brest on August 3. 1918, and prccee,1-
-i -^ ^-r-j^ +:.F^.-.-L p^-'-- --i )t1,:r:ti3tor_t Pa))J rL6 u.ir wLrb.r
ic clties of France. On Augu;t 5 ve arrived in Calais
and establishe,f cur camp at Le Fresne, a snall vil-}-
age about i;en lnlles sou-bheast of Cal-ais. The first
tvo sq:ra'lrons made their canp lear Cy., a rr;rn be-

Majcr Douglae hoben, at ieft, and )laj:r Alfreci A.
Culninghar0 in Jctober 1!18. At that ti:r,e, r,ia icr ntce!l
comrcandeci Souedron 'lCll , :no ,,.a jor .unninShe.r ciirec,;e ci

91I r;a.rine !lot'pe eviation octivitiee in iirrnce. r'he
DI1-4, built by !'isher Body Co. sccording tc the :-den-u-
ification on tre photo;ra;h, carries four Ll2-pound
bcn':be. (fhoto - L,S.r.jr 1-r;t lio. ,2)g2l)
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t.lee: iala-l: anu Du ''(c rLl'-ic.
Cn August ?, jtst a wcel< fron tulie date in

which we disenbarkel, three cf oui' pilots anit their
observr:rs 'iere sent 1,o the Bril:'_sh Air Squad:rcn nixn-
btr 218, .Ro7aI Alr Fo:'e, t,) f-]r;,t: tl-,^-r fir e\pe-'-
ience cver the lines. Ma,jor Cuniringha:n intervie-"^red
the Briti-sh officials antl gain:d pemissicn to send
his pilo;s t- t--en f.lr inrt-ial f_igl,t-. o-r:r ::tr Ger-
ran t.::'-'itrr';-. Thes: -,i,rce Jilor:j ve:J Rober: S,
LyuLe. Ca;tair: Ar--ru;' 11 . irri r-,. Ist Lieu'.e ,er;, r,nC
Heinan A. Pe+-e::sou, lst Lieu+.--::ant, Their observers
r+ei'e 2nd Lieutenanb Dorald M. hiri-ti.ng, 2nd Lieuben-
ant Charlcs B, lfe-^iirarn, and 2acl Lieu'r--nant Williarn
A. McSol'ley. The report of the work of these cfficers
\"ras as f oilcus:

Captain Lytle and Lieutr.nant 14hr-"ing partici-
patrr ir':i;ht raiJ. r.rhll: s.rrjng -.r-t.r the Brrrj.sr
and tb.ey tlropp:C lbOO lbs of borrbs on bite Ge:'mans at
Ost-^nd: Zeebrugge, Brug:; anrl !/es+"en-i, B:lgilm, a
distance of fron fifreen to forty-five m.'rLes l:ehind
the lrlnes. Lieut:nant Peteison ancl McSorley partici-
pated in four rai.d: and lroppe,J eigh', hund;'ed 1bs. of
bonbs cn Ost--nC.and Bruges. Lieu-:enan-- iirrght anC
Needham parti:ipated in fo.rl raid-s ar-d C.roppe,1 =ight

This is incli-cated ee Lt".h.r. Feterson, piLot, end i,t.
C... lrPcpll ileedhe::, of Squadrcn 'lC'l , li-eperi:: to +.eke

off one cf tjre first Dil-4's ielj-vered f tr +-est,.
(Ptroto - U3,riC, IJD lro. i29i5L)

-?"

-g*1
{

!;, 1*:

In thi e I in-orrn nf Lri-/{re of ""he Fire+" ,.{ari-le Avietion !ctce csn be
eeen, aithou h so:rewaal: c.ezi!1;, airclane nun'!ers D-L2, D-I1 enc u-Il.
ij-12 has the eerly -;.rine pvie'-ion i.si.,ni,a. iire fir-r at j:f+u oeare
.n Ar:..y seri.I :.r:.:er, l-2 1. (li.o'-o - -i...-, -'-u -,t. 'L,"--))
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L. to r. - Ltg. Her*en A. Peterson, Irren f. 'iheeton,
Samuel S. "lrick" frichrrds, end Lt. Kenee)-1i, initials
unknown, beside e DH-?A cblein:i fron the riAI. in ti:is
elrplene the tiAF had corrected a bagic fault of the liir- ,
the seperation of cockpits. (Fhcto - Uri"it, uOu tro. iz)?I))

hundrecl pounds of bombs on Ostend., Westend ;lnrJ. Bruges.
While flying with the British the Marine Avia-

tors encountered the prize al:chie b::,tr-erles o'f the
Gernan Anny and Narry. These batierles concenb:'ated
a barrage of sh:'apnel anC. prcjectiles tirat 'iraii so
heuvy that it secned not htrmanly possibl-. to poss
through it and ,:arry oui- th,: nlssion of 'bonlring. A1-
so there was much trou'ole caused by tire i{ulr ccrnbat
planes which fl-e',v in droves and attacked in lar:ge
numbers. Dur-1ng these hazardous raids over the
enemy in Belgiuin sor,re of the British planes fail-
ed to retlrrn, stJ-11- the nissiou of d.e;truction was
carried out lrith courage and fearlessness on 'Lh.:

-^-+ ^o ,..,- ^-.i ^+^.,^lar v (/r u4 @vI@vuID.
Later, Captain Kart S. Day partLcipateJ in

five raids with tl'ris same British sg:ra,lron and he
droppe,J one thousand. pounCs of bolnbs on tite enemy
at Bruges and Ghenb. His misslons wejre carried. out
unfalteringly anrl his vorK is a cre'fit to ou.r' urit.

nobert S. LytIe, then Lt. , end tiie ir-'n5e1, Corp. Robert
G. Fobinson, in eirplenc D-l.) cf SquedronrrCrr . .A.cpereni
ly tile neqetive vres scretc'.ecl or delibe-"elel.; screped ir
the erea of the side-fusele-qe ::cunte cl b:r:bsitht. Ihe
rrl J, - /DH-L,,5/n A-12-l9t hFd e sirsle .10 cc1. 'r.achine z';n for
{l,re nitat.. /phntn - t;s;ic. LroD lio. ,2)?2i)

T)trrino i.hir tim,- thinrrq :,rpr: rrhtrrrr'--lr o* ^.'-.-! 4r !16 o v udrrl, .
iangars t{er. r:r::.:te.f ancl huts -.nrere set up for the
l'en as soo:t as they could be secure'1..4 scltool for
;he officers ras ccrunenced in .rhich rnaps rrere strr-
lied. and important topics were discusse,l.. Much time
rus spent on the aim--ng mod':Ls and the o'oserrers
lpe:rt an hour each day on the targ,:ts with their
na:hine guns. 3ut bhis wa.s not e:ror:gh +-o ke':p the
lviators i:rte'restei1. Tirey vere dissatisfie,L and
bhey fre*-bed because they coulC not operate.

Tales of daring d.(-.e'li of other aviators catne
bo ca-'np almcst Caily and they wcre discusse'L and
t?r:lr:.4 hrrt .rr.:*rrnn- nsro-,i nn l:ni e nrro thi no tt-Trrs{-v s5r uv{ v;re vrrrrrS
give us a chance at the Huls."

Lhen the first A}Iied offensi.re in Fland,:rs be-
gan .n Septenc=r 23th, Squ;trdrolt "C" had. cne Dii-)+ d.-.-
livere,l to it enrl in ord,:i' to get imneiliately in'bo
action, Major Curningham offerel tn: plane i+ith pi-
lot and c'Js,:;'y--r to th: Brrtish, +hich th:-.y accepteJ.
Somb r:acl<s arc']. 3uiis ;re:e pui on and tested ':nd Cap-
tain R.S. Lyble (pilo-.) anJ Searg,:an-, Amil Wiman
(obserr:r) rcpci";eJ for duty lvo Sc:..'.on 213, Royal
A1r Force, on Septcnber 29bh.

On Octol;er lst, this Arne:r'ican-"ouilt p1ane, e-
qu::.pp-. 1 ;,ritir t:rc Libe:'*-y m.ri:i and belonglng to the
TT C M^'i -,. rT ^---o -.j ..h e Mnri ne ni I n l- rn^ nhca:.rr: pv, u.r.1o! lLrc uur }JJ 1: - *,.* ,JUD,rt VEI ,
hacl the Cistinctiou cf -oeing tlre firs+, '.o fly over
the lines on the Flanders front. Four 112 pound.
bonbs r+ere droppeC ol'l the railroal yards .at Licter-
velde ancl two dire,:t hits ,rer:e c'oserve,l .ihich werc
l-et:r confirneJ by photograrhs.

0n October 2, L9I8, trvo bat+-slioils oi- French
infantry had a.fvancerl in *rhe cfl'ensi:rs so far ihat
the Gemrans r^/nre ab-]-3 to cut then off frorn food sup-
pfies and otl acccurlt of the fiood..s and continuo.-rs
shell fire in 'bhat area, aeroplanes were senlu ou-l
IoaderL with food vhich they dropped to the hungryt'noilrrst' nt Strdenhrr:'s fTorn a heis.ht of one huuCre,l
feet. r'cur good .lropplng raids rqec: carried oui; by
the Liberty that dav, dropping about 2jCO pounds of
food. On orre t:'ip, in dropping food frcln this l-ow
height, thcy encou:rie.'ed Boche nachine gun fire fron
the ground anJ the pilot, Captein Lytl-e, d.iving and
opening up vith his frcltt gu;1s on the lluns there,
scettere,l. then to their dugouts and then he resule,l
the Celiv,:::y of the canneil bully bcef . Thus tire Lib-
er+.y plane ha'l a ,lay of i;:'ench "straffing" and alco
helped prove a rew use for the ae:'plane in modern
warfare, i.e., the de[very of suppli:s to t.ire in-
fant:'y. The erperiment iras successful_ although sev-
eral machines rrere lost by "ground f-ire".

Captain Lytl-: and Serg.."ni l,Ii;nan, cn October
Jr,1, ven.b ou two raid.s. They were relieve'f the next

Lts. D.N. 'Jhitine, oi1ct.,.n the ri:iht,:rnd Lt. idrunC
H. In:e1lsr run:rerlobserver. (Phc...o - 31.1J, D0! No. 7.29?24)



Airplene No. D-l of Squadron rrCrr. (Pboto - ,,Jillian T.
La rkin s )

day by lieutenant Ralph Talbot (pilct) and Ccrpcral
Robert G. Robinson (observer) vho carri-ecl cut four
raids and were in trro air batttes.0n October 7, l-}LB:
they brought doun-the fJ.rst en:ny airplane rdth the
Amcrica.r T)II n]a.ne in tfris sector of the front. 0b-
server Robinson, on this occasion sho'"icd rare judge-
m-n* .i n nlrl-ni ni no 1-h j - '.j ^!^--- L-- L^r r. -+ hi s fi rpu=riv rrr uuuorrrrrrtj urfrD vrLvurJ uJ lluturlrL
until he .ntas "sure of getting his man" when the
Boche clinbed u--lder him and he (Robinson) brorght
him ,fo-vm with his first burst. Thls victory va,s
officiell.y confirned by 218 Squairon, R.A.F.

Meanvhile five other planes lrere ,felivered. and
the mechanicel departne:rt cf .the squalron worlied '1a.,/
and night bo get six planes (one flight) in commis-
sion for the secoud bat+"l: cf F1enders, wh.ich beg.rn
October 14r1918. Many d.ifflcul-tr'-es .nrere encount:rec1
in securlng supplles, bomb racks, etc,, to pu'" t:rese
planes in fit coi'rditior for var fiying, but the Mar-
j-^ *^^L-hi^. lt-,,+ *t OVef'.ttPuu f

On t.re morning of Oc+-obe"r IrF, 1913, iJaptain
Lytle and the fj-rst completely American flight of
aeroplanes with American trained. pilots in this sec-
tor fI':w over the lines to Thr'---It, abou-; fifiy-five
niles frorn this aerodrone, where their boinbs were
droppe,l on tj)e railroa,l junction. IruneJiately on lcar-
ing the ta::gct, ani *hile stj-Il aboui: fifieen mil-es

DH-4B $ritb large r,ropeller spinner at tre eir recee held
et Ourtise !ield. L.I., N.Y. in 192C. Ti^,e pilot wes
Capt. Iord O. F.ogersr'uSi'lC. An inverted oil punp ellow-
eci prolonzed inverted "s!untrrflyrnr, ecc:rdino to t'r.e
i.nscription on the ori: inal phtto. 'l'he 'oirplane vras
reruLarly bs sed et Quentico, Va., rt'bere the ,raintei-n-
ence shOos had inetel l art i'.- llr.^r.r,o.-.f .,^el' axle wing.
i*"."'-'-sy;j ' "'Y-
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Dil-94 obtained from the RAF and essiqned to Squadron rrOrr

(r\o. 9). Ihese !H-!Are hed Peckard- or Lincoln-built
Rolls-Royce encines of )60 dP. In eciCj"tj-on to the RAF'
Serieh\umber L-8n3, the f lr l-.earg the squaciron assign-
rent nu:ober E-11. (fhoto - trSt'lO, gOu io. ';2)J6O)

over the lines the lea'ler, Captain Lytle, obserired a
sguadron of t{elve Fckkers and gave t}re signal to
attack.

On th- nnnroaeh of rrtrr sorrr,'1ro:r nf qarr+n nlrnoqsyl/^ vev+r lrsrreu

the Boche fornation d.ivid.ed, four ccmlng to Lytle's
right and the otirer eight turning avay to the left of
the fornation. Capta.in Lfbl,-. si6na1.l-eC to his obser-
ver, Sergeant Wiman, to "open up" or those on the
right and r:.s the Bcche lerrder ca.tne out in from under
their r:i.ght wing at about lfOC yarrls range and 1!O
fer-.t belcv, Winan flred ahou-. 2J pou.tLls at jrin and
drove him a-'ray. The secohd Foi<ker calre in closer.and
attacked Lyble fro'n unler hie tail at a r.ang,: cf
about 200 yar.ls r.a,ng+ ani, hi+-ting the vings .:.nc1

center gec+-i"on of Lytlers plane. Wiman's tracers
wo ra ent-ri no '-ha Roeho nl rna :rhar i t arr'l,larr'] " o^?+v v ss.-\- rr!J u,rr v
nf atti rr..' npd i n tlra q i t orA nr'f nlra,l 

^116r 
iur !i'r- v :r -u ru u r= - ,.-- -n a nOSa

dive out of control and crashe,f to the grou:rd.. Ob-
server Wiman then fired one pan at long range at
the ei.oht nassinp nn t.:le 1att.

Meanwhile the others stili cane from the right
of Lieuienant Talbot and attacherl hin. Corpcral
Robinson, Talbot's observ.er, uslng his cooi f,act:lcs
waiterf unt:'-l he waif sure cf his man and shot the
nearest Hur do'*r:, but the other t,ro Huns haf crai,rl-
ed ull uild.Jr his tail and they wound3d Robinson in
the right elbor and knee. Talbot, tire pilot, d.ove

S/n i22)? eeci, ciirectly beLow it -:n tire rucider, ,\e vy
nuuber A-i275, on thi.s i.,H-A indicrtes that it serve<i in
F"nnoe- Lrrf ie -onrrieelrr'rore ci^rr.- p* Jiari in parlrr

'vy!!UrllvLrrJI9L9, The sisnificence of the letter "C'r is not known.
(Pnoto - ils,'ic -hoto section, .uantico, ve. )

t
x
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This pco'"oqreph wes rerked rlfengacola, !Ia., l12Crr and
Lhe cil.lt identifivd es '.j;t. Een Eclcherr v/iro wEs'!ne
I'i"rst enlieted pilot cf tl-re ,,-r rins Corps. A-j)33 wea

and Robinson al+.hough wounCed, place,J a tourne-
Li ^ .-,h .,-n l-.-.+ ^r. fr rhtsirdgUC U (J jL rrlD dt;r drru NE}JU v:r r16:rvf u6.

frcn*nir T.rr+'t - s-cirr Ta'l-bot divjnrr, St.tf+"-

el do*n to help him but just thcn (still t-,i'-'lv':
miles o]/er '-he lines) the m:ior qult col-d.. In
order to }cse tire i'..ro lluus sti'.ll after him, he
d.ove intr a :foud and in gliding to the groutrd en-
counbered hear,11 ani.i-airccaf'b and machine guu fire
frcn the ground. where he landed in a ::hell hol-e
irr*t h,rn ,1r1r,l -+rl :1r.1-.poc bahi nd t^e Bel oi an lineSrJquv Jnv

at Pervyse. The Huns shelled the nachine on the
grounil", bui vith tire aid of some Selgi.an soldiers
they wcre a)l-e to Cra,3 lb j-nbr a shell cr:rt':r cub
of sight, an1 they ther tooic refug: in a dug-out'

l.1e'ior Breinard, leter C.C. of tbe !irgt.Lvielion iror..lpt
l.{C, used thistr:neho--en;/" crloreC tti-4ts et Sento Doninqo
during I)2', as a co'rand eirplane, withcut provioion for
ar:rnent, thus the ron-etenderd reer cockpit fcirine.
It wae l'-r377 cf Squadron VO-ti.:. ( ihotn - I':ir:i) )

,,F

r ron: the early Lril-ArB leter to be revised as tli-A;r eu
shown here, v;ith the lrnewrr i\evy silver color echene,
(elu::.inun 5.iq:rrented d rpe ). (Pfrcto - uir"!' I,Ou '\o. ,29i69)

It took t'ro days to salvage what ',ras left of the
machine.

Mean'^rbil,-. Talbot and -lcbinson put up one of
the ga;nest, fights in ihe histcry of aviation. Their
wing was ahost shot off and the wo'.rrlded Robinson
thought he ha,l shot Co-".n another Boche; although he
was sure cf lris man tiler-' vail no one there to con-
fj-rn this victory as the fj-rst one was confirmed.
Robinson sho-red his ga"neness 's'hen Talboi lancled at
Bondschopt--, a BeIAian aerodr"ln3, irhere he .ras rusheil
to a hospital wound-,3d in f.i-ve places - three in the
abdomen, one 1n the elbow and one in the knee. The
Bfi.gtan Cornr'nnandlng Officer state.f that Robinson was
onr] of iire. bra'lest men he had- ev'3r s.?en. It 1s only
by this salle spirit that ne ,-Iid noi die in the hos-
pital this, our fj.rst day over the lines. It llas
trrelrre iluns ;rgainst sev:n Americans anA it en'.13d wlth
two Huns,.probably thrce, killerl, and no Marlne
casualties.

;
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The original photo caotion stetes that thie eLroi;e *,i.,e

two eirplanee of a flight 1ed by Col. Turner, 0.I.i.
^f 

l;prine Arrio*inn {rn- ii^l1i^. Li..1,l +^ \oh+^ ;,^-i-..-verruv yvLrLr5J.

The author edcls that the fliqht did re+,)rn, and t,hat i,t

The next raid. vas ca::ried cut su.ccessfully und.-r
Major Douglas B. Roben. This tr'_me tire railroad..j at
Steenbrrrgge *:r.: bcrnbed with gocJ 13sults.

One of the most successful raids of this sguad-
ron was carried out under th.: lealership of Lieuterj-
ant Arthur iI . Wrlght. The objec..ive iras E--cloo an,1
the Marlnes showed. great courage in coming d_o-w.-n tc
three thousand. feet, desprte heav-y anti-aircraf-t fire
and se:rera1 d.irect itits were observed on tire railrcarf
yards. It has since been ascertained froin the Bui'ge-
naster of the tovn that a direct hit was :nade on one
of 'bhe trains in trhich were five hundred solf,ier.s and
a loi of cat'u.]-e. The train was cntl'.rel-y denciished
and the soldiers and cattle kille,l.

About tir:'ee iniles southeast of Eecloo -war a Ger-
man aero.lrtme and .some t',renty planes, pre sr:rnably
Gotha's were out on the fiel-d. Bonbs we_re ilroppeil on
this aerod.rone, but it '^rar; irop,tssible to ascertain
the danage.

The nex'" rai,1 rras under il're ,firecticl of Captain
Karl S. Day, and. the objr:ctive, Melle. A fomation
of nine machines left the field but, iue to J:rs.: fog
and tlre neces;ity of flying the 6l rnll--s by co:lpa.s.i,
only four of our nachi-nes *er-- abl-e to renitr tnl

Capt. FeIner and GSct. Telr-isiack leavinl on e. Iona-
dis'.erce f1 igl,t frrrr Sentr -oxin:o in l,.l!t is 1:.e ceo!-
ion of thi- s cne. Hc'.rever, the l-eti erini on the nose
of tbe fueelage steteB "Frc:r Ol:servr+,ion Squedron 2,
Port au Prince, Heiti tc St. Louis. so. snd re'uurn.rl
The e"irplane ie A-6191 , i.nsignia cf VO-2i'.. (Photo -

wee actuelly inetigeted ond 1eo by Lt. L.;r.i''1. Sanderdon,
iJSr,:C. The insiqnie on the fuseleqe, although tire air-
pIen,:s were f'rc,r SqueCrcn VO-li,lr igas -[rom a re crui Linq
oi -r af +;o+ hoFi ^i,--. (Photo - riS.,iO, D0j-l iio. i2)i99)
nllian*irr- *lra ath-r 3',-6 +rrnhi-a l^^r,vvJELurv=, rrr[5 rJdul\.

The foLlc-*ing is an extraci from Lieutenant
Toddrs ,f iary:

"We recei.red our orders to proceed to
Melle, a railroarl center lrear Ghent-. ancl to
bomb tire pface.

"We 1':ft bire aerodrorne, nire planes in
^T I ^+ q lrn 4 lt ^-I ^+^,+^r +^..---aLL, au , o,ru o uor .,', "-".,, ds th,: lines,
gaining altitude as re fiew. i{hen we crossed.
the lines et an alti-tude cf abour 11rOt)0 fer:t
we retn irtc a tl-rrcl-, fog banh and. ,.rere forced
to descend to a'bout JrCOO feet, The five ships
in the rear of our forraati-on left us and tu::nea
back and thus leaving but fJLlr o-i us to proceeC
on our xlission. We fiew in a diamond shaped for-
E-+i^- -'j4L 

^--+r:h 
l^-' l-r;j-- n--foin p,,5ela\/wru:r uapu4r:r loJ luourr16, vd!eq-r1 rreDrsJ

was on the right, I was on the lcft, and Lieuten-
ant 1v1.C. Non:ran was in the rea,r corner of the
diamonC.

"The fog was very J:ns: and we had much diffi-
cult/ i"r seet-ng tire ear',h a great par+. of the time
and ,+e usef our conpass foi direction. Near Ghent
ire ran into a healry archie barrage which firs-u
burst abo'r: us, then bel:v us, and soo:r, when

All co'rpIe'ue end properrr DH-!8, it,o. L-5196, at Q.uentico
in l)27. Tcis hed 'ceen newlv '-,oderni"edr bpd tbe Large
v/heels, proper i.iC insisni-a, and two lC!-pound bonbs.
It hed becc:oe stenderC practice to leave off the over-
entine cowl . (Fhotc - ljSi',rJ, LJD No. .;2))77)
UD.'.u, ,U,! -\a. )l)>OA )

1,, "1,
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A boeing-bui1t 02ij-i of ,.,nr-ine Squadron 2 at -uanti.co
tn 1926. Tne only icientificati-on re that of rlsr:t.
.durt rcl.roenfal.d, third frcrr 1eft. Uapticn strtes
"Lee vin:_ 1or i-lelifornie'r . (Photo - uSt.O, DOl, Nc. i2gis!)

the co4rect range \ras obtained, the shooting r^'as

very accurete and the bursting shel1s came so
clos,: that they fairly serlniel to bounce off our
\.rings, engine and tail. They burst so cl'cse to
my taiJ- that my machine was tl::'own abou'b as if
I r+ere flying in a heavy vrnd storn. It was very
difficull to stick to tlre foryration ancL we d.ar:e,1
not separate becauge we woulL be lost *"o one an-
other in the fog, and thus be an easy rLark for
the Huns ,^rho fiy in droves and not singly. Ind.egd
I feare,-l that I woul-d run my leail.r:r down; sti.Il
I stuck to the fcrnatio:r as did ths others.
Srdrl,.ntw thrcs Huns darted. out of the haz,e in
the rear and, firing at Norman, ca.me right on
afrer me. Two were belolr and on,- behind. I banli-
ed my machinc to give my observer a chance at
them and then clcsed in behind my own learler.
The Huns did not rercain lcng hovever, because
of the dens= fog, and the fire fron their o-"rn
archie. We dropped our bombs on the railroad
and. then the forrnation became scattered."

An official Belgian report states that lieuten-
ant Norman was attache,l by seven Hun planes and broughr

DH-48-t ontereci by Navy in the lg27 Curtisg Rece at
Curtise Field. L.f. and to be flo',in by Capt. F.O.
ao{ers, US;v:C. ft creshed on the wev to the Rece.
Packard 2A-1tO0 enrine. (photo - USi/:c, IIOD No. i29tS9)
dc-m. His nachine crashed to the earth rreirr tire Bruges-
Ghent canal on our ;side of the lines ,a.ncl ooth Lieuten-
ant Norrnan and Lieuienan+. Taylor were kille.f,. A few
momenis later the Huns returnerl and, flying lorr c.ler
the wreciragl:, dlscharg:,l burst aftcr burst fror tJrcir
nach1.ne guns at the tvo fallen men.

An unforeseen and unusual accidr:nt happened. when
Lieutenant Talbot -.ras test:''_ng his machine. The air-
plane failed to take the ai_r and struch a piL: of
d.irt vith sr:ch folce as to throv the plane into a
ni l+ of hn'rhq- -rhnr iho nr.'hino .inc*ortl.prr= vr uuruuD, *lrcrr -.-- *,.- --..-.-J CaUght fire.
Lieutenant falbot's obser,rer, ii,:u-:enanb Da::rlen, *as
thrown cl-,:ar of .'bire plane and land:d tirenty five feet
avay, uncons,:ious but not seriously hurt. It -sras use-
l-ess to -"ry and ex'":'icate Lieuienant Talboi rlue to
the ten:ific heat fron the burning olane. Lieutenant
Talbot',rae one of the nnost able pilots in our unit
and his couragAous work over ti-re 1i-nes was an exa.nple
nf *h- *:mr -r"l Me?i h-

Firs+" Sergeen'" John K. McGra;,r showe(l renarkablc
bravery in the manner in which he tool< cormand- of the
men, and it '*as rltdoubtedly C.ue to his caoable leacler-
ship in assembling the mcn and renc"ring the bombs
that the entire caLnp vas noi blown up and nany killed.

The tsoeing O2B-l used by Lia;cr C.A. Lutz, Comdg., Bolling Field, Va., one
of )0 AIr Service DH-4;,:-1rs nodernized agein and delivereo to the First
Avirtlon 3roup, US.,:C, in I!2!. (photo - trsM,l . !01,r \o. 521725\

,4'ta.zlaqn

!t fl
'fi
.l

;tfT;

'-&

? a:,

+.* .]!+ iri

i': r

*'- --.;ri*"c-lL. 
l---



Page 2)t

An oni Aani n af Snori qh i nf] rr-nzn \ralra nrri r r nrmn

Octn'h..r 25. I q-l B - :.nn +Li r*'r .+rl_cl<Jn. Ij.levu uUJcjI L) t LTLv t clru UIIIf rJ ilg jr 4-Lr b i-
nexl d.rv ihcr+ rrpra one hundred and t"Jo cases and the

^laohds^ irl-e s veritable hospital. Mr. Georqe- -- t-onrnar 1I M ^ A Sanpa+or., Li a.t t:, nfforr,f ufe USg Ol., f..ir.vrrr. vuv4!wqrJ

the hrrt a.s a hosp:ta1 for c::'.;.cers. Dr. Spruarcc and
h i e a'lr'l a e^?nq nf irn<ni t'-'1 enn-rarti e pq unrkpi ni ghf.

and lay in order to checl< tiris grave malrl,1y.
Several of tire office::'s and 'nc1, arrl.)ng ruhen forrer

Major Douglar; 3. Roben, Lieut:;rant Artjrtrr Wright and
Ensign Taylor -hrere seni to the Sritish Genelal Hospi-
ta1 at Calais. Owrng bo the gleveness of uheir iII-
nass- f.hase +-hra: offlgers ,f,i-.,f an:L il,lso five of the
enlisteC men. A11 i+ere burieC dith nilibry honors.
in the Srltish Military C=mebar:y at Calais. Thus eight
brave men died for their count:'y.

On Novenber l-ltir the aruisti.ce '6ras signeJ and raids
were d.iseontinue'1.. Preparations were nale fol: an early
d.r:par+.ure for the Unitef, States.

(signea) Chas. B. Todd, Jr.
2nr-l Lieulenanb, U.S.M.C.R.

SUIIVLARY OI PII,OTS AND OSSER-"/ERS O.T

SQU-,\DRON "C "
No. cf -E:remy -A.ir,::aft

Name Rai,fs Shoi; Dovrn Casr:alties
PI]l)TS

Major D.B.Roben I f
Captain R.S.lyt].: I7
Captiin K.S.Da;r 6
1^+ T+ A U .t*:-L+ 

7!D u ! v. n. r. ryf J_5:r v

lst I-t. I{.A.Pe+"erson 4
2nd Lt" C.3.Tocl"d 1
2n,1 ,,t. R. Tafcot 5
2nd Lt. D.N.lfniting l
2nd It. E.F.OIsen 3
2nd Lt. V.C.Young 1
2nd Lt. H.A.Jones t
2nd Lt. H. C . Nc::nan 2
D*_i_.- ci D m.-,,r^- z! rr. J 5rr

oBtlfli'\/xR;l
8allU !U. !'Il.{IInU:rr5

2nrl Lt. C .R.Ner:Cha:n 5
2nc1 Lt. W.A.McSorley l
2nd Lt. G.F.Ccur+"ney 1
2Lrd lt. r C.B.TayIor I
2nd Lt. 3. Richarls 1
2nd Lt. S.S.Shen I
2nd Lt. E,O. T,oring 4
Gy. Sgt. -4.. Winan 9
Gy. Sgt. R. Rolirson )
Gy. Sgt. I,. Coffee 1
Gy. Sgt. D.F.?rj.ce 3
Gy. Sgt,. W. Kovalake 3
Gy. Sgt. F. Snith 5

Squad.ron t,:

I-I "A", "C" Sqd.n

-l-2 ",i!", "C" 15 itrcv. l!18
,l-J 'A , 'S" crashed at Thistelles lJ_-l)-18

, crasheo l.Ij,th Geiger: 'R\' 21/
E-) tt6tr, "8" Sqd-n
E_6 ,,r\,,, ,,B,, Sqd.a
J-7 "A", "8" Sqd.n

'-8 rtA" , "3" Sqd.n
1I-! "1", "8" Sqcin
J-l-O "A", "8" Sqan

, "8" Sqin
i1-J-2, lcst ff -1 f -fB 'uu,rned up If-2J-18
J-13) " C" , "3" Sqdn
n-I4 "C", cz'ashccl at i(nessela.ere, 1l-21-18
J-li ''C" Sqdn
,r--16 "C" Sqcln
j-L'l "C" r:c: ivco aft:r.,' armist-ce
J-lB "c" Sqcln
E-l! ''C" Sqdn
ll-20 "C" Sqdn
J-21 rrc'r vas r^rrcckecl by Lt. Fleer 1I-f6-l-B
J-22 "C" Sqdn

A' r'orp-lf T i <i ince Tlfi-OJ rq
.-%

R'.- ' * r' clr -l:

c-01t0)
.r -8427
E-8\66
E-8472
B-8\7'
J-E\BC
rr-8\16
-r-8\69

1-B\67
J-8t0r
J-85c2
E-8i04
l-o)uo
E-8539
E-8 t38
!-8t40
l-gB ru
ll-3478
-i-o )u.r-
r,-85\2
r -8 t4l
r-Et4c

iLi.::ci'aft Listi

1
z(3?) wou:rer:.l i:i ) places

in ai:. fight

Dii-4 's

Squau::on

lC-4-18 rrcrr, rrDrl

"i'r'' , 10-I2-t8 "C" Fo::ceci
fa.ndrn6 Pet .t r-cr-t : PhiIi_r1.:i

"A" 10-4-f8 "C" alsc usecl
'r laf,e- e,rmr^r':s.)n 1"est,
Shct d.rr,,m by J.A.

A-328C D-' "8", ''C" Sqd-n
rLD'a v

A-3299 D-7 "8"
A-3218 D-8 "C" Returned tc llj-ami after

!l1ll as /;t.
"c "
"c"
"C" Lcst 1n Hclland., Lckeren
Ro.-d IO-26-16 engin: trcuble.
"crl
".," arnpa-cd ir, f i;'nlt l_et-v uvyeqr

tering
,'\-3433 D-l-4
A-3\32 D-ri "C", I'D"

A-3435 D-16
A-3213 ? At l'{iami, Fla. after LIWI .

A-3215 ? At I'liaini, Fl-a. after' l^iltrI.
A-3434 D-r7

DieC of influenza

Died. of infiuenza

QL^+ r ^.,- 1--. ^-^.--,rrru s uu w rr uJ s rrsnrJ

Diecl of infiuerrza

rtal,y ii sqan ,'

i -?rRa n-2

A-3269 D-3
A-330o D-4

D-10
D-l-f

A-32',10 D-rz
L -?D'7A n-l ?

A lrw r!'ru

3238 7A

?r?r RA

3236oA
?21 00i

32380/\

5to (Q|\

MrVIC J.R.Jones 2

A DH-4 with Loeninq rrNrr etruts end ouier vring panels.
The fuselase inslgnie is unusual elgo. It includee
the star insiqnia, with winga, end rrUsl':Cil above. Ite
ori{Jn ie not known .at thie tlne. (lfroto - LiSlvlC i29i7l)

D-l to D-J rver: originaLly assigned. tc "C" Sqcln'

028-1 at Hein-Ho, China, with dragon near etabilizer.
Osnt.i on ct.c't.en i i. we9 one of three !H-4rs et.oti-oned
there, L?27-L)ZB, The author further identifi.es it ae
leet of DH-4rs in USI{C Bervice. (Pho}o - usMo No.4928)
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