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Member David H. Brazelton started this drawing of 
the N3N in three plates in early 1961 but was inter­
rupted before long by a call to active service by Uncle 
Same, as a part of the Illinois Air National Guards. 

The drawings were finished after deactivation of 
his outfit early this year and this is the first op­
portunity for inclusion in the JOURNAL. We are proud 
to present them herewith. 

THE N3N AT ANNAPOLIS By WARREN D. SHIPP 

Old "Yellow Peril" has at last been retired from the 
military service. The venerable trainer has turned in 
its stars, but has not stopped flying; there's many a 
good flying hour left in the staunch old girl yet. The 
Naval Aircraft Factory N3N-3's shown in the photographs 
accompanying this article were two among 36 assigned to 
Annapolis on our visit to that facility on 9 August 1958. 
At that time there were 36 aircraft on hand, most of 
which were on flying status. All were on floats. The 
oldest N3N-3 was built 18 March 1940, and the "youngest" 
at Annapolis was built 1 December 1941. They were used 
to give the Middies practical experience in theories 
learned in the classroom. During their stay at 
Annapolis the Midshipmen each received about 10 hours 
flying time in the N3N-3. 

Photographer Howard Levy and I visited Annapolis 
on the above date for the purpose of photographing these 
planes before they would be disposed of. We were most 
fortunate in that the weather was ideal, and the coop­
eration of the base personnel provided us with two air­
craft and pilots in order to take the flight pictures. 
We flew for about an hour, shooting back and forth, and 
conversing with pilots via Gosport tube. It was an un­
forgettable flight. 

According to communication received from Lt. Com­
mander Joseph A. Adams, U.S. Navy, Service Information 
Officer at the U.S. Naval Air Station, Norfolk, Va., in 
the spring of 1960, 36 N3N-3 aircraft were transferred 
by barge from Annapolis to Norfolk for salvage. Their 
records showed that the time on air frames was 4,016 
hours. One of the N3N-3's was shipped, in the fall of 
1960, to the Director of the National Air Museum, 
Smithsonian Institution, Storage Facilities, 3910 Silver 
Hill Road, Silver Hill, Maryland. The log-book accom­
panied this aircraft. Of the remainder, 12 were sent 
to the State Forestry Service, New Bern, North Carolina, 
where they were rigged with water bombs for fighting 
fires. The rest were sold through the Naval Supply 
Center, Norfolk, Virginia. The log books accompanied 
these aircraft. 

Finis is thus written to a fine military aircraft -
one which may have served in military colors for a 
greater length of time than any other aircraft. Many 
thousands of pilots learned to fly in these craft, and 
it is comforting to know that at least one airplane 
will live on in a museum, occupying an honored and well-
earned place in aviation history. 
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