By DUSTIHW CARTER

The last issue of the JOURNAL brought a new feature
toit's pages, air racing. It is hoped to continue the
subject with regular contributions.

What could be nore fitting than to go back to the
first large air nmeet held in Southern California from
January 10 thru 20, 1910. The neet was held on the
Doni nguez Rancho at a point about five niles south of
the present day Conpton Airport. On January 9 denn
CQurtiss becarme the first man to fly an airplane on the
Paci fic Coast while preparing one of his nachines for
the big neet to start the next day.

Al though the citizens of Los Angel es had never seen
an airplane they were enthusiastic about the Air Meet
that pronoter Dick Ferris had in store for them
Special roads were built fromLos Angel es and Long Beach
to the ol d Dom nguez Rancho. The Pacific Hectric Rail -
way Conpany laid special tracks out to the flying field
in preparation for the big crowds that they had hoped
for. No one was disappointed. D ck Ferris, in a master
stroke of planning, had signed Louis Paul han and A enn
Qurtiss so that they mght resune the spirited conpeti -
tion they had begun in 1909 at the International Air
Meet at Rhiens, France. Qher Frenchmen |ike M scarol
and Mai sson were to fly, as well as some of the Curtiss
flyers nanmed Beachey and Wllard. The Wight teamwas
represented by nen such as Hoxsey and Johnson.

The planning and publicity had been so expertly
handl ed that in one day alone the big red P.E. cars
carried nearly 50,000 excited souls to the Dom nguez
field. In addition to the local citizens there was a
contingent of 3,000 people from San D ego and even a
representation fromthe San Francisco area. Ho free-
ways, nho automatic-shift autonobiles, a wal k of nearly
amle fromthe end of the P.E. line to the grandstand
and yet the neet boasted an attendance of 100, 000 per -
sons in one day! Air show pronoters today woul d wel cone
such ent husi asm

FALL - 1962

During the course of the meet denn CQurtiss display-
ed hi s unequal | ed aeronautical ability by putting on
denonstrations of quick starting and take-off in a
machi ne conpletely designed and built by him In the
air he was of course naster of the fragile bird. Wile
Qurtiss was maki ng speed dash exhibitions, one of his
pilots, Charlie Hamilton, in a Qurtiss Machine won a
$500 prize for flying the slowest lap at 26.83 mles per
hour. Another pilot, Charles Wllard, in still another
CQurtiss airplane won the spot |anding prize of $250.

He lives today in Los Angeles and is responsible for
the proper identification of the acconpanying phot os.

The daring French airman, Louis Paul han, put on
crowd-thrilling flights throughout the ten days of the
Meet. His acconplishnents were anazing. On the third
day of the Meet he set a world' s altitude record of
4,600 feet. Today we have to get alnost that high to
get above the smbg. On January 17 Paul han flew a
Bl eriot over the protests of the charning Ms. Paul han,
on a cross country flight fromDom nguez to what is now
the Santa Anita racetrack and back to Dom nguez Fi el d.
The 75 mile round trip took 1 hour, 58 mnutes and 27
seconds and won the grand prize of the Meet, a handsome
$10, 000.

The acconpanyi ng phot ographs are through the cour-
tesy of the Hstorical Collections of the Security First
Nati onal Bank of Los Angel es.

ABQUT THE AUTHOR

Dustin W Carter has long been a contributor to
these pages. H's very considerable ability in drafting
has frequently been used and, nost recently, resulted in
the fine cooperative effort on "The Wldcat Story" by
Frank Greene. (Vol. 6, No. 4). He is a collector of
phot ographs (his trip through Southwest airports was
described in "Duster Country", Vol. 6, No. 2) and a
foundi ng nenber of the AAHS.; see Vol. 1, No. 1.
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PHOTCsS:

1. denn Curtiss at the helm

2. Paulhan on his way to the altitude record.

3. Curtiss over the grandstand area.

4. Charles Wllard, winning the slowest lap prize.

5. Paul han flying opposite to racers Knabenshue and
Beachey.

6. Charles Mscarol pre-flighting his Bleriot.

7. Wllard taking off for the spot-landing event.

8. Paul han taking the pronoter of the race, D ck
Ferris, up for a ride.

A.A.H.S. JOURNAL



Page 183

Prof. J.S. Zerbe unsuccessfully trying his nultiplane. Roy Khabenshue wal king to control his balloon.

A beautiful flight view of the Antoinette nonopl ane. Loui s Paul han in his Farman.

Below. Charles Wllard in a fast takeoff
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Farman S.11

Ago C 11

Bur gess- Dunne

DeHavilland DH-3

WORLD WAR

Voi sin

Hansa- Brandenburg CC

Albatros G.I1I

Gallaudet D-4
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