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A .'GRASS ROCIIS'' PROGRAM FOR AAES

"Great oaks frou llttle acorns grov" j-s a faniliar
quotation vltb obvlous trutb. Nov in its seventb year,
tbe present stage of growbb of tbe A.nerlcan Aviation
Ei6torlcal Soclety can be likened to tbat of a young
sapllng. Tbe dlrectlon of grovth and the ul-tlmate size
of our Soclety vill depend. upon hov ve tend our "tree"
in these critieal years. To achieve the success for
nblch we stri-ve, it is inportant that ve all- agree upon
a program to further our ideal-s and. goa1s, and then vork
vigcrously to carry it fcrvard..

It is beconing inereasingJ-y evident that cur mcst
important lmmediate cbjective is to preserve the rav
materlal frcm vhich history is vritten. This 1nclud.es
the personal papers, memci-rs and. ccLlecticns of all who
parbicipated. in the development cf aviation, as vell as
the records and data nov stored. in the files of gcvern-
ment and other institutions and private companies, In
the fece of urgent need fcr acticn tc save and preserve
as much of tbis rav material as is humanly pcssible, hov
can ve best organize our rescurces to concentrate cui
effcrts roost efficiently? This is the basic question
ve have attenpted to ansver vith our "Administrative
organlzation for AAIIS" program as presented. in the
Spring 1962 Journal.

The success of this program depends heav:Iy upon a
ccmplete understanding cf its purpose and the vhoLe-
hearted. support cf the entire AA.IIS membership' We must
Arnona rrrnr fho nomhar<hin t^ a<qrrmo q^no rnqnrncihi l 'irrqePurrs ugvrr ule

for a part of the vork necessary to ad.vance our Scciety.
That i.s vhy ve chose to seek estabLishnent of separate
Iccal groups affiliated vith a naticnal A.xJ{S organi.za-
tinn ro*har +hoh +^ co+ rln a <\t<+om nf nhanf,,rq 'I1hovrvrr, aee4ur rvv uy

uLtimate result is the same, and the administrative
vorkJ-cad is reduced considerably. In addition, each
group is free to fcrmul-ate a program stressing the
particul-ar phases of activity vhich meet their local
needs and are best ad.apted tc their cvn circunstances.
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vhereby AAHS mernbers J-J-ving near one anrther can con-

bine their effcrts to promote a local program, and at
the same time participate in a nati-onal progran tbrough
affiliation vith AAES ' These local groups vifl be able
to seek out and preserve the avj-ation history material
in their olrn areas, coordinating tbeir efforts vith the
natrional prograrn. This vill becone tbe true "grass
-.)11-e" nroq'ar desisr.d + +La o"iation her-!r v6f erL, qe e!6r.!s

iteoa ^f .,1r ^nthtrv before it is lcst fcrever. It!us6! vf vvr !vqrrwlJ

will require the visi)n and enthusiastic support of aII
members tc make this program vcrk, but the system has
already succeeded in cther crganlzaticns and there is
nc reason vhy it cannot vork in ours.

A lccal group dces not require a large nurnber of
msmhorc +^ dal ct'#Dd Thp innrr.l-qni fa.+/rrcqv 6!v ever e!sr

thusiasm and a v:l-fingness tJ vork. Beari-ng in mind.
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iield. before them and. rvil-l- be revard.ed vith nany un-
usual and educaticnal- experiences, tvery IErt of our

hae c^aa rlrir+i^n hi-+^F' +^ F6^^'C - SOme mol.euvulrvr.I
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Local groups in a state can associate to fornm a state
grcup in crder tc ccnsol-idate their efforbs, The
Connecticut Aeronautical- Historical Associatlon is
demonstrati.ng the success of such an approach. State
historical societj-es can offer 1,'aluabl-e assistance
and guid.ance. The possibilities are lj-nitLess if ve
rrrrl L..- -----^i annr#rrni*ioeslar uu! rsuJtirrrzs eur vPPUr

'J.: .F6 rn5crh+r" "^Fui L^^Lrd+ tC Sefve ASyr w Jv$ v!J

a guide for leaders cf these local- groups, entitled.
"A Development Prograro fcr AAHS", it includ.es chapters
cn basic crganizaticn of AAHS, hcv t5 foru a local
gr.up, d.etails of affj-Iiation wj-th AAES, and. a des-
^ 

Fi n+ i .h nf f he ha+ i.rq l -ar.dFAm T+ i c aha^+arisr i!vrvrr

that this bcokl-et will be available soon. Meanwhlle
I will- be very interested in receiving your suggestions
ehd i dar c rn I h i e nr.---- r.r^ ,ri .1 -^^i +\e qrrnnar.i'

!-v6adru. ws wlr! lrssu ule rsylvte

and constructive criticisrn cf all interested. nembers
if i,lc are to achieve rur greatest success. Your belp
is earnestlv sclicited.

E rrata
Reference vea Eade oD Page 12 of The Flylng Mlnute

MeD. It vae publlshed by Drell, Sloan and Pearce, Nev
Tork, I9l€. Maybora batl fonrariled tbl.s lDfo:satton but
ve falled to inclucte 1t r.ltb blE attlcle, "The S-39".

Ancl nov to catch up on aorne nore necesaary correc-
tlon8. Jesse Davideotr haE called attentlo[ to an error
on page E65E tu" wt"ter 196I JouRtIAL lu vhlcb lt yag
stated tbat FIoyaI Senuett fles a tlistarce of 15 r5%
Blles ln July f933, etc., etc, Eorrever Floytt Bennett
dled ln Apr1l f928 after contracting preumonle durlng
tbe reecue attetogb of the l]-l-fated BreEen rrblch lantled
on GreeDley lgland. 1! Canada. BeDnett clled at Murray
Bay, Canada, aDal tberefore probably could not bave beea
arouEal to nake a long illetance fligbt ln 1933.

Fu:ther correctlona ln Yolune 5: Earvil_L$plgg!!
vrote ln to aay tbat the ,captloa otr th;1l6ffi1-;E;-
255 (tJrnter 196l) sbould reacl - "Lawreace's J-J englne
rblch ...'", and. not the J-1".

on Page 1!8 of tbe Su@er 1!61 issue rre gave a des-
crlptlon of tbe pboto on Page 83 aa one sboelDg Curt'leg
SOC-I's. ActuaLly, the foregrouncl alrplene has SOC-3
rlgbt tbere on tbe nralder, fte!, on Pege I3O of tbe
sa&e is8ue, tbe captions for Fhotos ItoB. 14 aad 1l vere
rever8ed. He lnov a gt-17 ls a blplane!

In our pesteup process ve o!0ltted the leacll.ng pbrase
of a piece concerrdDg Ed Sterae a.nal tbe Llncoln Beachey
Story. On Page f3o or-!6:.Gffi, No. 2 (sumer 196r)
the headline, LINCOIJI BEACESI MOIdBITOS, ahoul-d bave been
foll-oved by 'Jg_g@g recalled. a poster in hls book-
store and took lt clovn frm the -------- erc."

lben Peter Bonerg ltrote ln regardlng captlons on the
photos on Pege 23O of Yolume 6, tto. 4. Ee eays, " ...
bott@ rlgbt. Tbe FIF-3 1s no.l vltb PREIAR ta11 BtrlpeE.
Ihese vere ad.opted ln January J.t42, after Pearl Earbor.
And. on Pa4e 2$, the picture of tbe factory interlor
could not posslbly bave been taken ln 1943, The taj.l
strlpes on Navy Airplanes vere aboliehed. ln June 1!l|2
aud the type of Britlsb roarkJ.ngs sborrn vag changeci ln
Marcb or Aprll 1!42."

25th Aero Sqdn. (Purr. - S.E.5o)
(Continued from Page IIO)

faster, so that ncv at l-0r0OO feet ny S.:1. ffev over
l-20 niles per hour,"

For a short vhile McCudden vas mounted on a Martin-
syd.e roachi-ne No. B/35 cf vhich he states, "vas very
fast, I socn fcund out.". Little menticn is made of
the Maftinsyde nachine for McOudden nas shortly remount-
ed on ;./48!1 . Tbe preceed.ing accounts are amp]-e testj--
mcny to the d.esign and performance of the S.E.5.

In the final portion of this Hl8tory of the 2!th
Aero Squadron we wilL take up the careers of some of the
non nn* rro+ haorrr frnm Serrercl hqd rrarrr r-+^-6^+j -^Js L -reqru ^rv.,rr -reu !s4J rtr9stcD ullrE

experiences vith other service outfits during the war,
sone of whi.ch have been obscured because they di.d not
fit into the general pattern of organization tables.

A1so, concerning the S.E,!a, ve have an excellent
account of the American-built machines, prepared by
Bergen Hardesty.


