
MAKE THAT BIBLIOGRAPHY COMPLETE
By EICHARD K. SMITII

Without doubt, one of the nost irritating experJ--
ences of hlstorical research is encountering the lncom-
plcte bibliographic citatj.on. Lot us assume that you
have gone to sone troubLe to obtain a certaln book in
the hope of ffuding leads to further i.nfomoation orr the
topic in which you are interested. You flip to the back
of the book 1n the hope of findlng a bibliography. And
there it 1sl Bll than you discover thal the so-cal-led
nbibllographt'r is on$ a vague list of authors and
tltles.

With the books cited in such a rrblbllographl this
nay not bc too bad. Brt a sllpshod treatnent of raaga*
zine artlcles can b6 nothi-ng less than naddening. You
have found a few hazy leads; but because the citations
aro incmplete, you stlll have a lot of leg-work and
page-turnlng ahead of you. And there is not a hint of
assurance that the fruits of your labor vj.lll turn up
smething of val-ue.

There is not a good resson in the torld why the re-
eearcher of L992 or 2OO2 should have to grub as hard as
ue for the lnfornetion we seek. If the persons who
yrote on aeronautlcaL subJects durirg the ltlQts att6
19301a hed b€en a little lrore careful' nore thoughtfult
and firlJ.y consclous of the future, it is reasonably safe
to say that aeronautical- hist,ory rroufd be fu better
ahape today. And our researches would bc a little nore
pleasant. But because the aeronautical wri"ters of the
1920rs and 1930ts were more than a little thoughtless
does not proride us rith iul excuse for contilulng their
bad hablts. Quite the contraJT. lfe roust keep ir nind
that fellow rrho ls going to cone along twenty or thlrty
year8 hdrce.

Iafirrg open the fuLf sienificance of the past to the
present end future cannot be done by books and articles
elone. These iteoas are necessarily colored by our par-
ticular points of view, and rrilJ. be eonewlrat dlstorted
by our orn place ln tile relative to the subJect. llis-
torlcal events rust be re-ansfyzed and re-lnterpreted
nith the benefit of perspectlve vhich can be achieved
only rlth the pasahg of time. This cannot be done if
each gen€ratlon nust begln a]'l over agaln. One genera-
tion rarst stand upon the otherrs shoulders. This is
where the conplete bibliographic citation comes ln.

Thls problem-and it is a problen--of the complete
citation is an angry sore on the body of aeronautlcal
hletory of the past forty years. For the nost parl thls
unfortr:nate condltion ls due to the relative newness of
aeronautics end tha past tendency of acadeelic historiens
to look dcrrn their noses at the subJect as sonethirg
onl-y a lJ.ttLe morc sign-ificant than the developnent of
the eLectric toaster.

The d.trcct resuJ.t of these conditions, conpllcated
by aerorauticsl romantic appoal, was that aerorlautical
rritlng bocame the property of publicists axe-Srjnders,
ril<t-eycd €nthualests, hack-vrlters, and quick-buck-
artlsts. There have been a fer outstanding exceptiong
here, brt r€lative to the deluge of gee-whlz, tazzJe-
d.azzJe, and rhoop-de-do, they have been n'l'l tq6 fsr,.
llthough thig condition has affllcted the hlstory of
asronautics for at least forty yearsr it does not nean
that the situation is hopeless. l,{uch less that lt
should conthue.

In drly v€ry ree€nt years haa aeronautics--as a
neans of cmr:nlcatlong and as an extansion of reaponry
--been rocotnizcd as havi-ng had a revcl.utionary eff6ct
upon dorld society and world pow€r' r€latlonsldps. The
yorld of 1961 ls es far aray fron 1941 as 19111 is fron
1901, snd l9ol- fron the eighteenth century. To a very
largc neaeure thlg ls due to the i-upact of aaronautlcs.
Alao, ln orly recent y€ars can lt be said that aeronau-
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Thls unhappy experi.ence, which is an al't too conmon
one, could have been avoided if the aufhor ln question
had been fami'lia1' rd.th the nru.l_esn of maki,ng biblio-
graphic entrles. And you rould have been spared a lot
of trouble.

l{hat nany nriterE lose slght of (and thls ls esDeci-
al\y t,rue of those ln the field of aeroneutics)r ls that
the purpose of hlstory 1s not only to pass on inforus-
tlon by way of books and articles, but also by way of
naklng avallabl.e lnforuetion ag to eource EAtsri&Is.
Very freguently a reeearcher secks to obtaia a book, not
for the book itself, but for peripheral iaforaatlon in
tho book'*hich nay overlap thc researcherrs owl fleLd
of lnterest. Then there is tbe fellow (who ig too
ugur'lly forgott.en), uho is going to corne along thlrty or
forty years fron now, looking for infomatlon. All of
us have a responsibility to this researcher of the nexb
generation.
tics has developed I hlstory. Thus the groring poprtar
i-nterest in the subJect, the organization of groups like
the A.A.H.S., and a fllckering of lnterest in acade-{c
circles. But rbatever iaterest the acadenicg nuster ln
the subject, the stabllity of aeronautical hlstorT, for
the nerct decade at least, r1l.l. no doubt be found il or-
ganizations sidlar to the A.A.H.S.

In thege circunstances a defj-nlte meaaure of respon-
sibllity falls upon the A.A.H.S. Membership. Thls re-
aponsibility has a epeclal neaning for those Mqbers
subraitting articles and infortatlon to the JOIJRNAJ,, for
then to gtrj-ve for hlstorical quality. lihlcb brLngs us
back to blbliogreply. A good part of this hlstorleal
quality can be reallzed W naking a consclous effort to
pass on inforrnetlon by neans of th€ coraplete blbl:lo-
graphlcal citation.

For the rriter r.ho 1s assemblilg a bibliography,
perhaps his biggost problo lfitb r€gatd to the coplete
citation ls nhor uuch is ccmplete?n Pemit an e:ra&pl,o.
In a fairly uel1 lsrovn book on airships, this rriter
came across tvo ci,tations of articles srltten by Dr.
Karl Arnsteh, chief engineer of the Coodyear-Zeppelin
Corporati.on. The citation read:

nDeveloprents ln Lighter-Than-Air Craftn-by Dr.
Karl Artrstcin. Soclety of Autonotive Drglneera
--L928.
rrSone Design Aspects of the Rigtd Airehiprr--by
Dr. Karl A,nisteln. Amerlcan Society of MechanioaL
Srgidcers-1934.
About alL thcse citatlona telJ. you ia that sone time

ln 1928 end 1934 Dr. Arnstein rrote articlce rlth these
titles. hrt yhere ere they to be found? Both the S.A.E.
and the A.S.l{.8. pubi-ish Journals and Transactions. Arc
thc doctorrs artlcles in the nontbly gtouaral, or in thc
annual yolume of Transactlonc? There is a considerable
dlfference. llanyffi'eld tbc Jouraals, but crly
relat!.vely fer l:ltnarles (t,hose singllfrffio repoat--
torles), held ths bansactlong. Also, hov uany pagcc
arc the articles? Aro they lllustrated? Photos? Drar-
lngs? Diagrans? .taphs? Do the articles contain further
references? If so, how nany?

The author who ass€@b1ed ttris bibliograptly did a
prcti,y aloppg Job of it. lnd let it be said that thege
particular citatios cauead thls rrlter nore than a fov
niautes of perAle:dty urtil they rcre flnally rrrn to
6arth. In fact, the author yho tossed togcthcr thisnbibllographyn nlxed together tbe el_oonts of three of
Dr. Arnsielats articles and by neans of soe sffi?e
litererT arlthnetLc nanaged to reduce tbu to @.

Coryare i,he citations above to the three rhich have
been untanglcd fron the mess and abstracted for thJ's
nriter?s use. 'dhlch prorrldes the nost lnfotaatlot?
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Arrrstcin, Dr. Kar1. nThe Developnent of Iarge
Coryerclal Airehipsn. Ilansactlons, Anerican
Sodiety of Mechanical Engineers, Vol. 50 (1928),
Paper No. Am,-50-/+, pp. I-6, 111us., diagrs.,
sketches, graphs,

Arrstcin, Dr. Karl. nDevelopnents tn Liehter-Than-
Aj.r Craftn. Trangactj.ons, American Society of
Autootlvo Drgineors, Vol. 24 G929), pp. 403-
412, il[us., diagrs, graphs. Also publlshed in
g.A.E. Journal, YoI. 2\, No. 5 (May, 1929), pp.
l+55-4?3, i'llus., drgs., diagrs.

Ansteil, Dr. KarI. nSone Deslgn Aspects of the
Rigld Airshipf. Transactions, Arnerican Society
of Mochanical Ergi.neers, VoI. 55 (1934), paper
No. AER-56-10, pp. 385-392, ilLus., drgs., dlagrs.

Thesc citetions whi-ch involve the transactlone of
societies ar€ s@erhat rmusual, but shou-ld not be to the
researcher wtro ls seeking prinary sourc€s. And wlth re-
spect to engineering societies, the eigniflcance betreen
their acrthly Journalq and annua\y published volumeg of
transactions mrst be enphasized again. The .lourna].
artlcles are frequently abbreriated as compared to the
papers deli.vered jl the course of the eocietj-est trans-
actions and publlshed in the annual voLuroe. In nany ln-
stances the paper rcad il the transactione riII be pub-
llshed 1n the noothly lourna], but abstracted to one or
tno paragraphs; whereas it is reproduced in fuIL in the
annual voltne of tra,nsactlons.

By rray of another c:<ample, irr thls sane book tbere
ras cltEd an artlcLc ur airshlps by Adniral Charles E.
Rosodahl. Conpare the flrst cltatlon, which ie the
authorrs, with the second, rhieh this rriter prepared
for hls orat files.

nWe Need Alrshlpstt--C. E. Rosendahl., Q$!g!g
Magazile, June I0, 1944.

Rosendahl, Radn. Charles 8.1 as told to Kyle
Crichton. rrWe Need Airshlps.rr Q61'll6119
YoI. ILJ, No. 24 (June 10, 1944)ll!fT-I5,
l+l+.-46 , illus.

In tbe first citatlon you do not hrow if the ltesr ig
a two-coluwr nsqulbbrr a nultl-page article, or il
Rosendahl nay have been a guest colururist in Coll-ierls
regular colum nWirtg Talkn. Brt in the second e:ranple
you have the volurne nunber (wNch nost librarleg lnsist
upon havlng when you reguest a periodical), ed you lrrow
lhat you are going to find about five pages of copy,
rith illustrations.

Insistlng upon a<act paglnation may seem }lke nit-
pJ-cldng, but thig is i-uportant inforrnation. It vill
usual-ly nake a big difference if an article consists of
only one or tr,ro pagesr or if it runs six or seven pages.
A one or lwo page item nay not be worth the trouble (de-
pendlng upon your Llbrary facllities), of rurrlng dor,rn.
But if a slx or seven page lten is il prospect it prora-
j-ses a great deal of inforrnation and may well be worth
an unusual efforL to obtaln.

Flna]1y, there is the so-caLled nannot tionn of a
blbliographic citation. Ttris is a gratuity wtrich ls
left to your discretlon; a brief remark on the itern
cited which you feel is worthwtllle passing on to the
reader. It ni-ght suomarize the articlets poirt of wlewe
praise or depreciate its eignificance; or, nost impor-
ta.ntly, it nay clarify an obecure, nisleading, orntriclqy'r litle. By way of example:

Caldrel1, Cy. nZeppelhatics at large.n Aero Digest,
Vol. I!, No. 5 (becember, 1931), pp. :OTfIlT
excellent account of a flight aboard the U.S.S.
AXRON. (NOtE: rrtttrout, this rrannotationn one night
suppose from the title that this article is de-
rogatory of airshlps.)

Canpbell, George. rtFive 0tClock Off Californla.n
The Saturday Evenjle Post, VoI. 20t, No. 5

I-pp-. zdE-ff ., illus. An account
of the loss of the U.S.S. MAC0il from a hunan in-
terest angle, rrrltten by the officer-of-the-watch
at the tlme of the airshipts troubles. (NOTE:
wlthout the annotation, the title of the article
is neaningless.)

Wiley, Herbert V. frPVT Prl-ue Takes a Hop.n g.g.
Nava1 Instilute. Proceedinps, Vo1. J!, No. I
IiG;-uailEFT,@ An acco'nt of the
IAS ANmI.F-qt fUgbt to Pa,nana rdth attention to
probleus in aerostatics cfeated by changhg at-
rnospheric conditions, rritten by the eirshiptg
executive offlcer. (MfE: Wlthout the arurotation
it is anyoners guess rhat thj.g article ls about.)

More exarnples could be cited ad nauseum. l{ore im-
portant at this point is ..nFhasiz3lg vbat is the ncor-
rectn organlzation and presentation of the neoapleter
bibliograph-lc cltation.

With regard to citiag books it is standanl practlce
to: (1) Gi-ve the authorfs nane, lest naroe flrst, follor-
ed by a period. (e) fne conplete tltle of the vork, 1.e.
maia titLe and sub-titlc(s), followed by a period. (3)
Then the name of the translatcr, if aqr, given in nor:ma1
order of fj-rst-nane-first, folloved by a period. (4)
Then there is the place of publicatlon follored by a
colm, the publisherls name followed by a cua, a,nd the
date of publlcation foll-oncd by a period. (5) FinsUy
there is the nuraber of peges, notatlon of index (scm.e
books do not have any), appendicies, illustratims,
drawjngs, naps, grephs, and other sigrrifieant infor.na-
tion, includ:ing annotation lf it ie felt necessary. BJ.
way of eanple:

Eckener, Dr. Hugo. $ Zeppelilg. Translated by
Douglas Robinsdl. , Iondon: Putnan & Co., Ltd.,
L958. 2)6 pp., no lndex; appendlx, J]]us. An
abridged translatlon of Eckenerrs neaoolrs, Im
Zeppelin llber Ianrder Und Heere. Flensburg: -
Verlaghaus Christian i{olff, L949.

Haydon, F. Stansbury. dgrgqautles In The Unlon And
Confedelate funles, Witf.r A Survey 0f Militar:r
Aeronautics Prior To 1861. VoL. 1. Baltimore:
Tho Johns Hopkine Press, 1941. 421 pp., indexed,
ll[us., documented throughout.

Burgess, Charles P. Alrship Desigx. Ronald Aero-
nautic Library, C. deF. Chandler, editor. New
York: The Ronald Presa Coparly, l9n. 30o pp.,
lndexed, lllus., tables, gaphor foldlag drgs.

The cltation of nagazine articles is a llttle lessjnvolved. It consj.ste of: (1) Citing tbe authorts nane,
last name firstr.a co-authorts in normsl order, follored
by a perlod. (2) The tltle of the article, yhich is
alrays set out between quotation narks, a perlod a'b the
end lnside the quotea. (3) The translatorrs nane, if
eXr in ordinary order. ({) The tltle of the nagazine
or Jorrnal, folloned by a coma and the volume and nun-
ber of the issue. (l) fir" date of the issue, rhlch is
enclosed in parentheses, follored by a corma outside of
the parens. (6) FlnaUy, the pagination and other 1n-
formation. For example;

Upsor, Ralph H. nThe BODENSE Is Comrercially Prof-
1tab1e; Post-War Condltions ln Gerran Aerial
TransporLat16.". g.g. Air Serrrlces, Vol. 4, No. 2
(September, L92O), pp. 17-18, ill-us.

Hunsaker, Jerone C., Charles P. hrrgess, and Starr
Trrrscott. trThe Strength 0f Rigld Alrshlps.tl
Journal of the Royaf Aeronautical Soeletv. Vol. 28.
F;-I6Z G'n% T;,"J,n:pp JW-m, -llIG: ; a i aer s .,
tables, blbl.

And where there is no author, siruply:
trWhy The Council 0f Ambassadors Refuged Anericats

Clain For A Nen Zeppelin 0f 100,000 Cubic Meters.tl
4trig!!93r Vo}. 12, No. 13 (March 27, 1922), p.359.

At this point it night be weII to reiterate the dis-
tfuction between the style uged ln bibllograplly, and
thal used in footnotes. The for:ner is set apart fron
the text of article or book, is a suHivision of itself
and is usually arranged alphabetica'I]y. Hence the style
of last-name-first, and breaklng up its parts rrlth peri-
ods. But fhe footnote is really a part of the text, and
so its style is sonewhat different in order to facili-
tate oasier read5ng. For e:canrple:

Bibliopaphy form:
Settle, T.G.W. lrSme Recent Aspects of Rigid Air-

ships.I Mechanleal Srgineering, VoL. 53, No. I

A.A.H.S. JOURNAI



(August, I93]-), pp. 567-574, illus.
Brt rtren vrltten as a footnote:

T,G.W. Settlo, ItScoe Recent Aspects of lllgld Air-
shlps.n Xechanical Engleefing, Vol" 53, No. I
(Ausust, L93I), pp, 567-571+.

It should be notod here that the titl-es of books,
oagazlnes, and Journals sre underscored. This lrtdicateg
to the printer that these elements should be sat in
italics. Although the A.A.H.S. JOUR}iA-Lrs reproduction
procesg doeg not yet perrolt the use of ilalicsl undcr-
scori:rg ls stl1l used to achieve the sane enphasis.

Peculiar probleras lriJ-i be encountered when faced
rith hanj.ng to cite arroed forces technica'l reportsr op-
erating nanuals, the technj-cal notes' nemoranda and re-
ports of the N.A.C.A. and its foreign counterparts, and
other itens of a sonerhat exLraordinary character. How-

ever, lf the fundanental nechanics of lhe ltsysternt! 11-
luatratod abovG 8rc mastered, coumon sense Lrifl untangle
the nost perplexi:rg problo of settlng out the nccm-

pleten citetlon. The nproblemtr becornes raarkably si.n-
ple tf lt is bornc i.rr nind that j.ts solution alweys con-
sists of punpj.ng a Maxi:nun of Injornation into tha con-
terct of the cltatlon.

There are several books and nanuals which concern
thenselves rith bibliographic stylc. Qnc wttich has en-
Joycd a long period of usage in coJ-1eges and universi-
ties, and vtrlch is vlgorously reconotended, ls:

Trrrablan, Kate L. 4 Manual For lfritors Of Tets
Papcrg. Theses, Aa<l-DissedElidls. Cbicago:
ftrc Unlverslty of Chicago Preggr 1955. I@ pp.

ltc titlc is forbldding. Not nany of ug are vrlterg
of ntcrr pap€rsr theacs, and disscrtations.n Blt a
book chould not be Judged by lts cover, Euch less by lts
tttle. fhe perron vho seeks to glve a certain aeaaurc
of orrlcr and profcasional quality to.,his hlstoric&I
vrltlng cannot go vrong Ln apcrdilg $1.@ on thls paper-
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bound vo}.me. The l\rndanenta-lg rtrich thc nanual pre-
sents carxxot be nastered ln one or tvo rcadhgg-5g-
cause it is not a book vbich ls read. Aa itg title
oays, lt is a nsnuel for reference...for constant
rcforence.

It should not be nlsunderstood that the Tureblan
menual spenda a hr:ndred-and-nine pages on a palnirl dls-
cusgion of hor to set out a bibliogaphy. That ls onJ.y
8 part of it. ltre nanual contains a realth of hclpful
lnformatian on fo!:nat, organlzatlon and presentatlon of
texL, the handllng of footnotes, guotationa, cross-
references, tabuLar natters end points on gramr and
punctuatlon. And it provlder nany exa,nples.

Another little volume rhlch also treats the aubJect
of style, but not i^n the errhaustive fashion of l\rrablan,
is:

hay, Wood, et aL. Hislorianta Handbook; 4 [g
To & 9tudv And Wrlting 0f lU.story. Boston;
Houghton, lEfflin Ccnpany, 1959. 59 pp., iJJus.

Returntug to bibliography: quite aside fro tbe
ncompleten citatisr bcing of assistance to othcna, the
person rho succceds ln developing the hablt of eoploying
nccnpleten blbliographlc atyJ.e viII be doing hincelf a
serrice as well. fite conplete bibliographic €ntrT ln
onetg'orn files riU rgnaln a concisc eource of llforua-
tlon ten and fLfteen years hcnce, vhen detaj.led rccol-
LectLons of the book or articlc ln queatlon rlLI have
dl-@cd.

Thereforc, for the accomodatlon of fallor 4.A.8.S.
Mcmberc, to enhance the character of the I.A.E.S.
JOttRNLL, for thc aake of researchers nho rilJ- cqrsult
the JOLRNAL vith incrccging frequorcy dtrring the i.n-
nedlate future e,nd thltty and forty yeara hence, and in
onCer to incrcasc tbe velue of your our fiLes to your-
self-dake thoce blbllographic citatlons coupletel

MOrtinliner (continu€d fron Psgc 125)

ANGLES. Mfed JuLy 1950, flrst flight 25
July 1950r registered to lWA l0 Aprll 52.
Cellfornir Alrnotlve. Reg. 1 Sept. 1959.
Lineag Aerees Unldes, S.A., Hexlco. Ccrt-
lflcetc of reglstration surrendered to
FAA by Callf. Alnaotlve 28 Jen. 1950 but
letcr reisaued in Dec. 1950 rhen proposed
gele of alrplane to Mexican operator d1d
not go through.
AJ.legh ny Ai,rlines. Reg. 29 Aug. 1951.

IJ+076 N9326 ?ransrorld Airlines #215 SKYLINER PHOBNIX.
Callfornle Airnotive.
Prclfic Alrlines.
Allegheny Airlines. Pur. 30 Sept. 1959.

].4O?7 N93207 Trangworld Airllnes #217 SKYLINER lAs yEc.A"9.

Crllfornla Airmotive.
lone Ster Airlines. Leesed.
Cal{ fornle Airnotlve.
Allegheny Airlincs. Pur. 30 Sept. 1959.

140?8 N93208 Transr,orld AlrLj,neE #218 SlffUNEn
ALzuQUERQUE.
Qe] i fe1fla Airaotlvc.
Peclfic AirU,ncs. Leesed.
.{llegheny Airllnes. Pur. 30 Sept. 1959.

14079 N932O9 Ilensworld Alrllnes #219 SIffLINER SAIITA FB.
Celifornia Airuotivc.
Ione Star Alrllnce. Ieased.
AJ.leghcny Airllnas. Ptrr. 30 Scpt. 1959.

14080 N932Io Trangrorld Alrllnes #22O SKrLImR AMARIIJO.
C.li f orrrie Airnotive.
Allegheny Air}lnes. Pur. 3I Dec. L958.

14081 N93211 Transrorld Alrlines #22J- SKILINER LAIICASIER.
Destroyed ln uid-air colLlsion rfth DC-3
over Corlngton, Ky., 12 Jan. L955. L3
f3ta] i t! ss .

Iopel Pins Avoiloble
Handsone bronze Iepa1 pins ere ageln aveil-eble through
the Secrctary. These 8rc verT attrsctlve, epproximet-
el.:y 3/Et squar€, lnd have acrer type ettachrnent for the
lapel. Thc pin is cast in bronze rith reiled letters,
MFIS, end the four-blade propeller, rlth e flne-line
:-in r11 around. The prlce is $2.@. Ordrr yours now
on the s€Dsrate orrler forn enclosed hergs'lth. Maks
ehcck peyible to the A.A.H.S.

Volume I Reprinted
Those Menbers rho would like to conplete thelr fllec
of thc JOURNAJ, my nor onier Volune l. Reprinti.ng 1s
conplete end nany orders have elready been nelled out.
Volume I was first published ln 1945 8nd conprlles
184 pages plus lndcx. It hea been reprlnted rith enrn-
eI cover stock (as rrse<i on Volumes 5 end 7). Send
$5"@ to the Secretary, P.0. Box 2011, Torrance, Celif.
Use seprate onlcr fonn enclosed rvlth thls issue.

Member get o new MemberOur gool for'62-Every
SUI,IMER - L962


