
9SCAR SOLBRIG'S AIRPITTNE AT Ni*I l"ftjsiXn'j

I noticed a short article about Oscar Sclbrigrs
airp-Lane, in the DavenporL (Iova) Deily Tjrnes or' Ocb.
I7Lh, L96I. It statesr 

-

A f9l4 modeJ- Benoisr which hung ft'rm the ceil-ng of
the Davenp,rrt Publlc lluselm fcr 3'/ yea.rs...is among
"friends", cther a,rplancs Jf the same vint,age at the
new Natlonal- Antique Air }luselnn and Hall- cf Fame in
W-chita, Kansas. It is b:lng assemblcd and di-spleyed.
+Lara Lrr +!i6 

^,,rr+1r 
'rr +;J rt'1^6rlm rF r.UiS.q.nd.-fSon.uuLr! vJ , r!!. !\7

Solbrig vas one of the earliest barnstcrrners in
+ho nlnnoon dorrc 

^{'a-rr\nqlr+iec 
rFh6 nlqra wh;ehvrlv IJrvrruLr

cost S4r0O0 new, actually had a shc-tt flying }ife. He
used. j-t until 19lI...Sccn after that it vas put in
storere ir f.he et,t:a .rf h' c fp*i I v l^ihF trntii it Vent
+^ +ha nr1/ahn^r+ \fireaum.vq v errf vr

RcberL H. Scheppler,264) Fillmcre Lane, Davenprrt, Icva

(Mernber E. D. 'Hud." Weeks sent in the phot:graphs sh:wn
with the folluwing infonnation:)

Sotbrig/Benoist Biplane, Mansfield, Mo., Nov. 196I
after restoration bw E. Louis Anderson. Pcver j-s a 4
ovl a^harfe 2 rrtrole The FnErne and nr,rnellef afe inwe L vJv4v

A-l- shape. Restoration vas for display only, hovever.
The whcel-s, tires, many fittin6s, Iand-lng gear wcod,
most of the vlres vould. have to be replaced to bring

: -L+ ^^nditicn.uus ourl, uw rlr6rru LJ

A I9I, phctc of the shi.p in Solbrig's papers climb-
ing steeply out of a pasture ind:cate ;t vas a rcaL per-
forner. A nevseJ-i-p states Solbrig bcught it second. hand
in Chl-cago. Its possible he buil-t this Bencist frcm a
Cbicago crackup or froo parts ordered from Bencist near-
by in St. Louis abcut 19-i.

Solbrig's widow told. me, in an interviev bcfore she
died in lq52- tha.t it vas a Benoist, She stored it
after his death from natural causes j.n 1930' It was
Iater hung higb off the ceiling in a private museum,
an old. church i.n Davenport, vhere no one could examine
it until And.erson took it dovn when the muser:m folded.

Tf i< ^n ]^an nnl-' "'^'ita. It is4u tu vrf rvkrr vrgJ vv vus U L ulv va w !u{r

ovned. by Mrs. Ruth Ad.ams, his daughter.

E. D. Weeks, Box LJl6, Des Mcines 6, Iova.

Bclor - et left, the So1bnlg,/Benoist biplane after re-
ltoratlon ln f961 by Iorris Andcraon and, at rlght, en
€arly photo of thc orlginal. (The beer sign rss not on
tbe eirplenc but neg edded to the printed postcard
photogr.ph! eold 8o touYeldrs. (Photoa- Weeks Coll.)
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M]SS STMTOSPIIERE

Can someone supply ne vj.th the details concenring
the accorapanying pbotograpb of tbe Lockheed. 8D Special,
once ovned. by C. D, Cbaroberlin? It vas cal,led
Cbaaberlinrs MISS STBAToSIHInE. For vhat purpose was
this aircraft intend.ed.. and vhat was tbe reason for the
maAifi6d 

^^^Lhi+?

Robert C. Mikesh, 5612 Ebendorf Dr., S.E. Washington
can^

FLOTATION BAGS ON WILDCAT

Congratulations on the "Wildcat" story in tbe
Winter I!61 Journat. It cleared up certain miscon-
ceptions that have been gaining wi.despread. currency
includi.ng the one that F14-2 was equipped. vitb a
turbo -supercbarger .

I sav vlth interest tbat U.S.N. d.ecided. to remove
the flotation bags. Captain Eric Brovn ln bis book,
Wings on lvlJr Sleeve, (published t L961 , by Arthur Barker)
record.s that on tvo occasions the flotation bags got
him out of trouble, when he crashed. land.ed. in a
"Martlet" in a reservoir and. vhen he crasheal land.ed. in
the sea, Another pilot's life was saved. by the device
vhen in the course of a land.ing on the H.M.S. EMPIRE
AUDACITY, probably the first C.V.E. built) in beavy
seas the "Martlet" crashed overboard. Tbe bags in-
flated and the pilot vas picked. up vithout difficulty.
This makes one vonder vhether it vould. not have been
better to l-eave the flctation bags in the aircraft,
provided of course that a sultable modification rlas
possj.ble to prevent recurrence of the incident referred
to in the article.

According to Thetfcrd's book and the articl-es in
the Air Pictorial-, both referred. to in tbe article, the
folJ-oving were the serial- numbers of the Martlets and

$-,!;;;
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Wildcats suppLled to the United Kingdon:-

tYPe

"Martlet I"
(cl5l)

"Martlet II"
(c35A)

-94 No.

N,23r - N262 32

Ax'125 - Ax738 1l+
.tx8z4 - ax8z9 6
bd2v( - Dt)4( 1L
BJ55\ - BJ57o L7
BJ4l+? - 8J456 10

AJroo - AJr53 
'4

AI23r - AL235 sup-
plied to Canad.a.

These llere }ost
at sea.
Del-ivered. d.irect
to the Far East.

AMg6h - Al{ggg 36
"Mertlet rrr" AM954 - AMS3 10
(rl+r - 3n)

"illldcat rV" Flf100 - FX319 22O(rb - 4s)
"tfLldcat V" Jv325 - N6# 312(ru - r;
"ltildtcat vI: Iv637 - N72.4 288
(na - e)

Jlr785 - Jw836 ,2
JzMo - Jzffi9 30

M.A. BraaL[ey, 2! Marshatf Ave., Kerl E. it, Melbourae,
Vlctorla, Australla.

OBSMVABIONS

A letter of, I bope, constructive critlcisrn. I hope
it v111 be taken as such, and cleflnitely d.on't vant it
to effect the conpetent vork being clone. gOWgVB,

1. I have had "nanteds" publlshed, whicb gener-
atecl e single (very satlsfylng) reply. If this is an
lntllcation of reacler reeponse to "wants and. d.lsposals",
suggest lt be d.ropped., for better use of space. A
snall conplalnt.

2. A real deep one herel after attead.ing several
get-togethers, I have a sincere feellng that tbe d.esire
to fuIfllI tbe niseion of the orgnlzation is being
6]igbted. by a caste of "ins" (persons vho are really
interested. onJ-y 1n gathering rnasses of data/photos,
wbl-ch are thelr objectives) vho often reJect untapped
sources because the source is a person vho is an "out-
sicler" (personsx vho d.on't collect nasses a+ Aa+o /
photo s, 

..etc 
. ) rt vourFseei-tnJi 

-tu" -""" 
-i"-in" il. - io' .

and -iO's pllots/engineers/mecbanics et al wbc are
stilL nentally alert and witb (faa:.ngZ) neporj.es (but
authentic 1og books/albrrms) should, be tapped ty tbe
real\y active historian. Afber all, WWII vas 20 years
ago,l For i.Dstance, I know qulte a fev boy6 who couLd.
have salted. that excellent story on Grunman vith tid-
blds on the F4tr' (no nention of tbe exercj-se lnvoLved.,
not 1n retractlng the L.G., but in charging those 6
.50 cal. guns) and hov the FBF dld have break-off tips
(t tost one. over a tov-sled; thfrlater vere trigger-ed
to both "gd), Eo'wever, not being an "in'' type, tbis
stuff vi.l]- disappear rvben ve d.o, vhil-e the sane nasses
of d.ata/serial nunbers/photos viLl- be paved over, to
wincl up in some 1990 pubfication.

E.S. Packard. t L52LO Runnymede, Van Nuys, Cal-ifornia.

J+persons vho are pllots? A neglected area, probabl_y
due to their subjective, not cbjective, knovled.ge cf
the aircraft?

MANLY-SALZER E,IGINE

I have enJoyed reading Earvey Lippincott,,s iepoy-
tant paper, "The Navy Gets ar, Ergine". It i.s alt too
seldon that a good englne hi.story is pubii-shed, yet
vitbout a neans of propulslon ve vouLd only be able to
float or glide througb the air.

Recently I have been stud.ylng the hlstcry of the
Manly-3alzer engines, and therefore have a ferr addi-

tions to add ro this section of Mr. Lipplncottts paper.
Ihe Label on the Baizer four vheeLed "autouobile"

read.s in parb: "Balzer fB94 - This little experirnental
carriage, presented. to the Museum by its builder in
L899, is povered vith a rotary, l-cylinder, 4-cycle,
air-cooled, gasoline engine - gift of Stephen M.
Balzer". Tbis engine, therefore, pred.ated that of
F. O. Farwel-l-.

It is interesting to realize tbat thj.s "auto-
nobile" arrived vith a spa.re engine vhich Balzer gave
to Manly in 1899, and which vas used. to rotate pro-
pellers for te6t purposes in conDection vith the fu].l
scale Langley Aerod.rome.

I think the statenent, "Unfottunately Balzer vas
unable to produce vorkable engines" should be nodified
slightly in viev of the folloving quotation based on
originaL source material-,

"On May 6, L?OO Manly visited Bal-zer in Nev york
City to find. out exactly what had been acconpLished.,
and to see vhat oight be d.one to j-mprove the en-
gine's efflciency. He lmnediately tested. the en-
gine and found. it prod.uci.ng onJ.y 4 8.p., and. even
this lov output eouJ-d. on]-y be maintained. for a few
ninutes, After vorking on the problero for severa.l_
veeks, Manly succeed.ed j.n obtaining a continuous
rating of I H.p. @ 35o R.p.M. This being only 2/J
of the necessary pover, the project vas aband.oned..,'

Robert B. Meyer, Jt., 97IO Persimon Tree Road,
Bethesd.a l-4, Md,

Aerofcil Secti.on USA-1
Di@ensions; Len8tb, overal-l

Height, overall
Span, overall

Pover Plant: One Curtiss C-5

Weights:

Trrra'l n^n.ai+r'

v!f voPorreJ
Pr^hal Iar

tupty

Perfcrrnance : Higb Speed.
I-anding Speed
Cruising Speed
Rate of Climb
llnd.urance @ econ,

RP!4

Servi.ce Ceillng
Absolute

SURTISS TLYING BOAT IJ\I DANISII NAVAL SERVICE

T on r.rii+ih' i- -r au waf,uruE ru r,esponse to the inqulry of youfs
pubJ-ished j-n the current issue of the AAES JOIJRNAL, Vol_,
5, No. 3, ( Fall- , 1!6t) p.201. seeing the picture
you provid.ed. struck ny eye instantly as an oLd friend,
as I not onLy _partlcipated in the design of this air-
plane ia IgLB/ryf9 but flev it exbensively atl d.u:iing
the tventies.

Starting in l-917 I vas employed, at engineering vork
chiefly, by the Curtiss Co., later Curti.ss-Wright, for
some J4 years or untiL they vent out of the airplane,/
airframe business

Excl-osed. I supply you vith a copy of the official
A & M Co. Characteristics sheet of the airplane in
questlon, a Curbiss "Seagu11". The Curtiss was a com_
mercial (4 pface) d.evelopnent of a U.S. Navy trainer
(e pface) calJ.ed tbe "MF", and that in turn nream
"nod.ified. F", the "F" boat being the first Curtiss boat
prod.uced. in quantlty.

George A. Page, Jr., ReJmoid.sburg, Ohi.o

Cbaracteristics Sheet

Curbj.ss C-6 Siplane passen€er Carrying Flying Boat,
Buil-t 1!20.

28 ft. 10-3/16 in.
Il ft. 9-7/32 in.
50 ft. 2 in.

160 HP at 1l!O RPM
l.- ., ^+J U.ij, GAII-OnS
5 U,S. Gallons
Curt j-ss Wood., d.ian.8'O"

r9I1 fbs.
2126 l-bs.

76.5 rnpn @ sea level
LB.l mph @ sea ievel
6O nph @ sea level

260 ftfr.:-n

4.8 hrs.
5900 ft.
7000 ft.

A.A.E.S. JOURML



NAVY'S FIRST FICETM

Tbe articJ.e "Nevy's First FiShterr" i-n Vol . 6, No.
4, vas very good.. Sone additional notes on this uacbine
uay also be of lnterest. 0n pages ?32'3 of Woodbouse's
Textbook of Appl-led Aeronautlc Englneerlng (Tne Century

e NavY's
floet nachine and one of a "Curtiss Moaiel- E-A Ma1I
Machine." Thls alrcraft, a land pleoe, narked number
2)1, appeare to be a si.ngle seater vltb tbe pilot
placed afb.

Sone 1918 data on the Llberty povered nachine dif-
fers fron that given ln the AA.HS arti.cLe: cbord lO";
sveepback 4 d.eg; dlhecLral (upper) + I deg, (tover) -1
deg; total ring area (incl ailerong) 380 sq ft; enpty
and. gross veigbts 2615 and 3725 Lbs respectlvely; nax
speecl vas given as ooly I23 nph at sea .Level and a dis-
naf 8l ntrth at 2O0O ft.

It 1922 one EA rae eateretl 1n tbe Curtiss Marlne
Troplgr race. The Navy PRO bandout stated tbet:

"the EA 1s a Cur-815s deslgned and buj.lt sea-
plane brou€bt out in 1p18 as an ansver to high
perforxance Getman seaplanes . .Due to change
l! coBdltlons tbe EA type vas never put lnto pro-
ductlon, aatl the salrpJ.e pJ-ane, testetl tn 1!18,
has been recondltloned aad. entereti 1n tbe CurtlgB
ltarlne Trop\y Race, but flttecl vith a speclel blgb
coEpresaLor Liberty englne. A speclal. blgb coro-
presslon Llberty 1s a stendard Ltberty engine vith
h1g,b conpressl.on plEtons and nen valves antl sboulal
develop over l{Ao bp on b1end.ed. fuel. Tbe tracblDe
vas deslgDed by Mr. ll,L. Gll.nore of tbe Curtlss
Aeroplane & Motor'Corp. 1n cooperation with MaJor
3.L. SDlth, US,IC. Pilot: A.J. i{1111ans, Ens', USN."

Tecbtrlcaf data glvea out at this tl-Ee lnclutlecl
tbese about tbe EA: spea (totn) 42'-0"; lengtb
OA 30'-!"; helght L1 '-5"; gap 5'-0"; choril'fl+";
lDclalence eacl dibeclral none; rllDg erea 4tO sq fb;
alrfolr "sloanJ!@lgbt fi26 tus; top speed
112.8 upU; anat sta]-llDg speetl !1'2 nph. Thls 1s
the Iatest date tbat I've Eeen the EA neatloaetl.

Je8se D. f'bcnpsou, 5321 FlaBlngo Court, bytoo 31, Oblo

NOEES ON U.S. A3}.fY A USAI' FIGETSS

Let ne pass along a fev obEervatlong on Earboroug 's
latest book Udted Stateg Artly and A1r fo ,
1gr5-1961:
vbo 1C lateresteat ln tbe eubJect sboulil bave lt. There
are fev enora a^oil lt le a verltable gold nlne of lnfor-
natlon. For tbe buff, tbete are aone shortcoBlngB.
In Part I tbere appears scE0e ]ack of real fa,nl1larlty
aait underetandlng of tbe hi.6tory of the clevelopneat of
tbe "Pea Shooter" 1a tbe U.S.--Othemlge lt Just voulcl
aot have been wrltten the tray it ls. AJ.so tbe dis-
cugslon aloes not follov a loglcal order (chronological,
nlDerical by type, or by ulaBufacturer) so it 1s con-
fuelng atral soEetlne6 n16leed1r€ beceuse one d.oeg not
eee tbe conpetltlve develolment of the various types.

lbe folloltlDg polnts relate nostly to the Iy2O-39
perlod '
Pg. l8 - Tbe rh8. DLv. nae build.ing afc aa }ate as 1923.
fltre :.s llttle evldence tbat the ind.uetry SreatLy
feared thle ae corpetLtlon. llhat tbey really fougbt
'rBs the A.S. practlce of buylog tbe d'esign and tben
averdlng productlon contract8 to the lovest bid'tler,
e.g., Orenco "D" and MB-3, etc.
Pg. 25 - ghe A.g. orlglnE]-ly lntended to spread tbe
MB-3 contract anong several- firns and industry hrev lt.
Boetng's bld for tbe entlre lot tas so lov the A1r Ser-
vtce couldirt afford not to accept lt. The protests
frcn CurtlEs and sthers vere fully Justlfted'
Pg. 28 - In tbe develolnent of a follov on type for tbe
MB-J several potnts ehould be relaenbered. of the early

SUMMB - l-962
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lll types eval"uated the Pll-l vae tbe on\r one to shov
prololse of being an acceptable pursult. In fact Gen.
Mitchell dlrected. McCook Fleld to start actlon to put
tbe Pl{-l into production. A}erecl Verville advlsed tbet
the Phl-l rlas obsolete and. reconnenaled that a nen deslgn
be procured. Thls resulted in the FI{ vs. FJ-9 eval.
uation. Tbe PW-9 incorporated. several features of tbe
P1{-1 (tapered. vtngs, tunnel rad.lator, etc--pointa not
unnoticed. by McCook personnel who eonsid.ereal theu cleslr-
abJ-e) vhereas tbe f{-8 represented. a differeut approach.
The McCook report recomencled. that the contract be
given to Boelng, Ibe offlclal flle8 Lndicate tbat tbe
Curtiss lDfluence 1n Wagblngton outrreighed. tbe McCook
recomendatlon antl tbe contract nas avaraled, to Curtlgs.
Eovever, 1t sbouJ-d be renenbered that Curt{ss clltl have
a good record a,nal Boeing had gotten the fat MB-3
contract. At any rate Mccook stl1l presseti for the
Fll-9 and nhen nore Eoney lras avall-able sone Pll-grg
nere ordered. &(perlence proved. Mc0ook to be rlght
1n that the FI-9 rraa a more servlceable alrplane.
fe. 156 - (afso re. a43) $1e XP-9 was teet flovn 26
Nov. 1930 by Lt. Crocker.
PB, 22L - lbe Tbonas-f4orEe l{B{ vas destgaatett R-2.
Pg. 241 - lhe Pt{-lB began as tbe P!{-2 and 1ts deelgna-
tion rras later cbanged to PW-1.B. It bad. no cobnectloa
vltb the Ioeniog FtI-2. the E glneerlng Dlvision Pl{-2
(later rectesignated I1{-IB) bact the fuselage of tbe
Fl-1. Tbe Ioenlng Ptf-2 had a coopletely dlfferent fuse-
lage.
PZ, 256 - Fhe role preflx "IF" cleslgnatetl tbe tvo-seat
versloa of a flgbter vblch 1s norrs)-ly a slngle seeter.

(on Page 41, of tbe Magazlne Guns & Amudtlon for
l{areb, L)62, ls an tllustratlon of the tvo Lerls roacblne
guns roounted on tbe Curuise S-3 trlplane).

In s@ary, 6y ouly real gripe la that lt shoulci
have had three tlEes as nany page6:

Jesee D. Thompson, 5321 Flanlngo Court, Daybon Jl, ohlo

W
Re: A.A.E.S. t{egatlve Ltbrary. By Roger Sesecker

I{beD-the A.A.E.S. Negatlve Llbrary vas starbed I
had hfgb holeE for lt. Eouever, the reeponse fron
Menberg has beea far fron nbat vas ex;rectecl. Tbere
have been mny requegts for uEe of tbe negatlves clo-
nated, but not a6 mrny tloaatlone to tbe llbrary as
tleelred. Inaleetl, fron tbe entbuslastlc replles re-
celved nhen I orlglnslly proposecl the ld.ea, I assloed
tbat a J.arge urnber of Meobers rould. both contrlbute
to and neke uEe of the library.

It ls lnteatlefl tbat tbls llbrarT shoultt be bullt
frco extra or uaraDteal qegatives, thoee.the Membere
do aot neett (as belng outslcle tbelr ovtr slbere of
lnterest). But otber8 Eay vlsh to bonov tbeae, ancl
I feel that tbl8 proJect d.egerveg a Eore nholehearted
response. The catalogulng ls relatlve\r easy. A1so,
tbe correspondence vltb Lenders or bonoraers ls uoet
veLcone. I cto not rolnd supplylng tbe oegatlve en-
velopee (vhlcb are seLdon enclooed, Dor peyfu€ the
posta€e yb€n lt 1e not lncluded.. ) tt fe a sEaII cost
for keeping the llbrary ln operatlon.

One tbou6bt shoultl be kept tn rnlacl. Peter Boeers
askecl, ln a recent MAII, SACK letter, "ltb.et vlll bappen
to your collectlon lf Bouetblng happens to you?" tlbat
better vay 1s tbere to record hlstory, ancl to dlsaen-
lnate lt, than thror.gh a central negattve lencllng 11-
brary, open to all Menbers.

fhe questlon ls, do the Meubere vaat thls? I, per-
eonal\r, clo not vaDt to qult, but the reautte thus far
are dloeppolntlng. If you, the Menbers, a,re for the
llbrary, then get behlnd lt anci supporb 1t. tlrlte
your oplnloo to ne, or to the Edltor.

Roger F. Besecker, 1349 N. Wehueta, Alleatora, pa.



PROSLEMS AND ANTICIPATM PROBLIMS

Re: The Negative Lending LibrarY

A quick scan of tbe eircraft negatives listed as
being on hand in tbe A.A.H.S. Negative Lending Li-brary
raises soue questions in n1y nind and. pronpts coment
on situations that nay not be a problem nov but which
are apt to become serious in the future.

First, consistency in nomenclature is necessary.
Negative D-h6 is listed as Soelng B-17 and D-54 and
D-55 are *isted as Curtiss "Eavk 75" X-f7y, fhere
never vas a Boeing n-I]. The 3-17 d.esignation wasn't
even assigneci until service test rnod.els were ord.ered
as YB-17 sone tine after tbe bonber conpetiticn of
August, L935, Ahe prototype tbat Boelng built for
that conpetltion ves still Boelng-ovnecl and. rras flovn
as the Boeing 3-2D vlth civil registration X-I3312
and illegltlnate Anoy Air Corp6 narkings, Collectors,
avlatlon rrLters, and. even Air Force officials bave
retroactive\r callecl thet alrplane tbe "XB-17". The
sa^lce situation prevai.J-ed. vith the Curbiss 75 entered.
j.n the l93r/# fighter conpetitions. It, too, uas a
conpany-ovnecl alrplane flying wlth civil- registration
as did the Boeing, but for sone reason 1t vas call-ed
by lts proper factory nodel nunber and. oot a fictl-
tious nllltary designation of "F-J6". Eere we bave a
case of two clvl-l alrcraft subnittea to tbe Service
as prototJrpea, one of vhich has the correct civ1l
designation ancl one a noB-exlstent nllitary one. Eow
i.s the collector of future years vho nay not hrov the
score ln these pa!'tlcular cased golng to order a d.e-
sired. plcture?

Second, vhen the list gets a lot longer, hor is
tbe cu8toEer golng to flnd a patticular subJect?
lbinge seem to be 1n hunerical ord.er ln sequeace of
recelpt, for a Boei.ng.BS:IW appears (vlth c1vl]-lan
reglstratlon) at I,-14 arat tbere are nore vltb n111-
tary serlals tlorm 1n D-47/\9. Maybe, several thou-
sanal oegatlveB fron nor, some nore PB-Irs vill be
aaLlecl. Ig tbe collector interested speciflcaqy 1n
Just PB-I|B golDg to have to scaD tbe entire listlng
of nany tboueands Just to flntl all six gB-l's tbat
nay be on lt? (See Edltorts note belov.) An assoc-
iatecl problen is the fact that there ls no separatlon
of tbe subjeet alrcraft by statuB or brancb of sewlce,
as nrry/USnf , NaW, civlI, W{-1, etc,, tbe vay most
collectors geen to subcli.vltle thelr coll-ectlons. There
is not even the convenience of grouplng alphabetlcally
by aanufacturer, regar(Lless of nationallty, date, or
branch of service. Final\y, and. I guess thi.s 1e one
tbat no one rlill- ever be able to agree on conpletely,
is the nanner of deslgnating tbe vlevs. po" g;er'Tr1er
vhere does one tlrav the ]ine betveen a LF (left front)
vlew and the ad,Jacent f,S (for J.eft slde) vlev.

I do vant to put up a strong argunent for arrange-
Bent of the negatlves on fil-e in some ord.er vbere a
d.esired subJect can be found. quickly instead of by long
scannlng, and. for establisbrnent of some check on the
accuracy of deslgnatlons. Tbe tine to do it is NOW,
before the file gets so big tbat reorganizatj.on vilI
be fuoposslble. One further suggestion - bave the con-
trtbutors submlt as nuch data vitb each negative as
possible as to vhen and. vhere it vas taken, and other
pertlnent facts.

Peter M. Bovers, t3826 Oes Moines Way, Seattle 88, Wash.

EDITOR'S NOTE
As part sponsor of this negative library I lrlsh to

say that cataloguing, corapletely, :is intended., but at
the rooment is not necessary. When the nr.rmber of nega-
tives becoroes sufficient the list vill be revised. as
tc country, nanufacturer, branch. of service and type.

Re tbe LF vs. LS controversy, this bas never been
clearly established - how can it? 3ut at least lt
makes oore sense to say LF or I,S than it d.id to say
L/W or l/W. In the latter system one could not

tel-I vhether it vas ]/4 (1ert) F cr I/4 (rj"ght) F.

James J. (Jchn) Sloan, 20! Silver Way, Grass VaIIey,
Calif.

AIR Rfl,IC PRESIRVATION-

There are several A.A.H.S. Menbers like oyself whc
are also nerobers of Air-Britain. It is those vho mi6ht
be interested in air-relic preservation tbat I vould.
like to ccntact.

The Air-Britaln air-re.Lic research group, fcnmed.
recent\r, j.s currently trying to ccopile notes on aLl
preserved. or converted. nilitary aircraft in the vorld.
(nanufactured. before 1950). They have become very suc-
cessful in tbelr attenpts to save any veteran aircraft
for the benefit of coLlectors and aeropbiles, Nov we
are attemptlng to enl-i.st tbe aj.d of A.A.H.S. Merabers in
various sections of the country to help in the conpil-
ing of preserved aircraft in this country,

WIJ-I any Menber willing tc belp conpile d.etails and
photograpbs of Amerj.can old-tiaers and warplanes please
ccntact me so that I may bave forrs sent?

Oeorge W. Frayne, II7 So. Bay Ave., Brightvaters, N.Y.

@ITOR'S NOIE:
Menber Leonard. Op{yke, of 108 Fairhaven Road.,

Rochester, N.Y., has also been at vork on this proJect
and has compll-ed a listlng of currently active restcra-
tion, repLica and preservati.on projects,

CURIISS ''I{AWIG'' IN lEE ARMY. ADDM'DIJM

fhe gource for the ser1al numbers of the Curbiss
AT-4 to P-lD converslons listed. ln Part I of the sub-
Ject artlcJ.e vas the Serial Nrnber Index USAF lp18-
f9\6. Furbher confiruation of the converslons can be
found on the Master Aircrafb Record. Foros of the air-
craft concerned. Tbese valuable docunents not only
autbentlcate the converslons listed but sbov that four
of tbe AT-4's vere converted. to P-13 configuratioa be-
fore being converted to P-lD's. The follovlng table
supplenents the P-lD Table of Parb 1.
SMIAL
NU'IBMre
1I ->L
27 -y2

)'7 -A?
27 -alr
27-%

27 -97
)'7 -D1l!

27 -22L

a t -123
21 -221t
27-225
27 -226

27 -228
27 -23o
2'7 -2?1
27 -2?2
D.I .D??
,7 -)"lL
27-2#

CONVIRTED
rFn

-:-
DATE OF COI{VMSION

OR AIJIEORIIY

P-ID
27-99 P-rB

P-}D
P-]D

P-1D

r-s
p-1n
r -Lu

P-ID

E -LD

P-ID

P-ID
P-1D
r -LD
P.]-D

P-ID

June 1927 at l,angLey Fi-eld
,-24-29 at SAAD *
JP.-7-27 at lang].ey F1eId.
per SAAD radLo 2-28-29
2-28-29 at SAAD
L4-27 at Iangley Field
per Langley lrtr l-27-28
per SAAD rad.io 2-28-29
2-28-29
8-L2-29
t2-7 -27
per SAAD Ltr 2-28-29
3-L2-29 at SAAD
per ltr to SAAD dtd 3-12-29
7-Ir-29 at Kelly Field
per S'AAD redio 2-28-29
84-29 at Kerly Fierd.
8-e5-29 at Kerry Field.
8-12-29 at Kerty Fierd
8-23-29 at SAAD
8-L7-29 at sAA.D
8-9-29 at sAAD
8-2\-29 at snaD
8-29-29 at sllD
7-L2-29 at SAAD
8-30-29 at SAA-D

per ltr to SAAD 3-L2-29
per ltr to SAAD 3-12-29
7-29-29 at SAAD
per SAAD ltr 8-31-29

*SAA-D - San Antonlo Air Depot
Roberb L. Cavanagh, J89O Vitlanova Drive, Kettering, Obic.

A.A.E.S. JOIJRI{AI


