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(Pursuit - 5.E.5o's)

shodl-y after the Aruisti.ce - pilots of the 25th A.s. capt. paur Burverlltas'then in coomand. Stand.ing (f. to r.) - Ryan, Niemi, Cupp, po]k,
wil-kenson, Fisher, stephenson, calhoun, Kr-ubock, llackburnl'ivrey, Kneering-Gustafson, Kent, Watts, poler, Burwell_, Dia:lond. Boud.vin.

The 25th

Aero Sqdn.

By JAImS J. SLoAN

THE tr'OURTE PURSUIT GROIIP

Spicy Exbracts from its Unofficial llistory

"As late as October 26, Igi:B, an American ace, no
other than Capt. Chas. J. 31dd1e, and his sergeant-major
d.rove up to Gengoult Field., (Iocated. a fev mlles north
of the M.P.'s guard.ing the gates of the vall-ed city of
TouI) took coramand. of the post and notified the L4lst
and 2lth Pursuit Sqdns. that the tr'ourtb. pursuit Group
head.quarters were on the job. The mentioned. outfits
vere al-ready at home in their nifty concrete barracks
which, as rumor - true this time - vas noised. around.,
had housed. the faroous Lafayette Escad.rill_e.

The l]ommendiro Affieer herl hqrdlrr an**an +Lr^l,^L6VUUCrr UltUUB4
congratulating his old. pal, Capt. "Hobey" Baker, for
bringi-ng d.o$'n the Grouprs first Fokker on October 28
vhen he, hlmsel-f, vas congratul_ated on becoming a

Because of fimited space in the spring i.ssue of the JoURNAJ, we vere obliged.to break off nidvay through the accou.nt ly (tnen) Lt. Joseph E. Boudwin(Iater cor., usAI, Ret.). rn this part 2 !,re vill- take up th. brl-arrce of hisstory plus accounts from other pirots. First, hovever, "The second. Array
Air Service 3ook" gave an excellent account, inforrnally, of the 4th
Pursuit Group of which the 2lth Aero squad.ron vas a part. rt is repeated.
here because of its overalJ- d.escription of the four squadrons vhose men
had. heretofore been intesratFd *.n I rcmanlrs|le d.egree r^rith the Royal Air Force.

, hal 1a) ,X l. Irl-)
f :L j,.*

PART 2

Major -n recognition of h-Ls position as C.O. of the
Fourth Pursuit Group @.

Hall-oweren night the 6th hir park blev in and. at
once assumed. its duties, i.n ad_dition to transporbing
the officers on "business trips" around. the Second Aruyarea, supplying the Group with a part of the arbicl_es
they requisitioned,, turni.ng out cabinet vork from
suppl-y boxes, rigging up a machj-ne-engine-blacksrnith
shop for the production of souveni.rs (on the sid_e), and.
heating bath vater in the air-cool_ed. refrigerator spoken
of as the Group Bath House. f2T]

The stove and furniture problem was solved by trips
to the villages recently aband.oned. by the retreating

GO l"tajor Siddle was pictured on tbe fnsid.e Rear Cover
of vo]-. 4, No. 4 (winter tgSg) ot the JouRNAr,. Ee
attend.ed" the Air Service Reuaion at Dafbon in June
L%,I.



Huns vho tried. to shell- the Packard.s as they vere making
avay with the loot' There vere no casualties but there
should. have been accord.ing to the yarns that vere spun.

In Iess than a lreek the Group vas fully organized.,
the l?th and lllBth Pursuit Sqdns. having arrived. fron
the British Front lrith a "bIoke" vocabulary, and. a rec-
^r.l ^f Hrrn nlanas l-.o their credit that voul-d have mad"eusl !+errvv vv

the rnost boastful Yank confine hinseff to the truth in
advertising American arms. @ They were assigned
SPAD's and vhife they cussed. these and praised. the Scp-
with "Camel-s" the 25th Squad.ron was avaiting pj-lots for
thei"r S.E. Fives and. the L4lst was patrolling the fifty-
kilometer sector, Vignuefles to Custines, alone'

On November 5, I9I8, the Group's patrol- encountered
a lone Ealberstad.t returning fron a propagand.a mission'
AII five of them attacked and the poor enemy plane en-
deavored to escape in the unequal- battl-e by turning over
on its back and. d.ropping a thousand meters vhen it
straightened. out and head.ed. for its ovn l-ines' But Lt'
Richard D. Shelby had. d.ived and vas shot on its tail
and was pouri-ng a strear of machine gun bullets j-ntc it
at cl-ose range. It crashed to earth and, though our
nlanoc airnlod if q+ f iftrr ma*,sr< rri+'\s- nil,rt rnr ntr-
PralrcD uJ uL vLr v,

server were seen to get out. The next day some of our
pilots were not availabie for war ilying. They vere out
scouring the country in quest of confirmation from the
d.ougb boys and artillerymen who had. witnessed. the thril-
ling exploi.t.

Wben Battle Ord.ers No. 1 and No. 2, Air Service,
Second Anoy ca:ne out on November pbh and lobh respec-
tively the Fourth Pursuit Group had. every pilot and
plane on the al-ert before d.aybreak ready to carry out
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the order to rend.er al-l possibl-e aid. in the ad.vance and.
be especially'watchful for ground. movenents of the
eneny, As luck lrould. have it a ground. haze preventeo
n-rn} na{:'ri*'r onA *ho nilots of the Crol jn had t,O bevf v4v vrvqy

content with a forced. land.ing and. the excitement of pos-
sibifrties if the skies should. clear.

The morning of November IL patrols vere ord.ered. to
keep behind their ovrr lines and not to seek combat
,,1+L +L^ ^-^*.,lr f ulr uus srrcuJ .

Then cane the end.. Al"ber tbat the souvenir business
and seeing the front on vood- d.etails diverted our atten-
tion from the overworked topic of a speed.y homecoming.

The Cornmandj-ng Officer 1{as the first to pull strings
and get his "overseas order". ShortJ-y aftentard. the
llth and- 1!8th gave us the hee-haw as they started. home-
ward bound.. lle d.id- the same to them whenever lle passed.
them building roads at Colonbey for the nexb six weeks
h,,i +h6rr aa+ *La loc+ lqrrcL finol lrr l'*\uuu ulrsJ 6vu uus roru rau6! ! rr!@.lJJ r \ ^,/

Major M.F. Davis succeed.ed. Major Sidd-Ie in comand.
nf +ho ararrn qnd annJ- i nrrod +ha l jharr] n^l i 

^rr ^f 
hi c

predecessor in making life as pleasant as possible for
us "homeseekers". AII ve vanted were passes to Nancy.

There vas a period. of sad:ress in the carnp lrhen Capt.
H,A.H. Baker was killed. L22)

AII j.maginabl-e rumors have been e>deausted. and the
guys overhearing confid.ential reporbs have long since
been d.iscred.ited.. Sti.Il, ve wonrt believe that the Aruy
of Oeerrnatioli s to set us. We believe ve are soins
honxe before He}] freezes over.
(x) On March l-st the laugh ${itched. again, vhen a com-
munj-que came in saying that they were stil1 d.oing
fatigue at St. Maxient."

End of quotes frorn The 2nd Army Air Service Book
t-F\wJ

f2T)w

Ibid. The Insignia of the 6th Air Park, plus the
other Squadrons, Uth, l\lst and 1!8th is shovn.

Ibid.. See "I!8th American", the history cf the
1l+8th Aero squad.ron, pp. 253-26\.

The recapture of Per cnne by British lroops I Sept. ]918 vas parb Jf the final
general offensive that ended. at the Amistice. Thls is the valley of the Some
River, scene cf bitter battl-es thr.:ugh:ut the War. No. 84 Sqdn. occupied an
aerodrome at Assevilliers (Ieft center), as the Atlies advanced j.n Iate Septem-
ber. (Draving reprod.uced courtesy of Mr. 3oud.vin. )

t..:. ,../,:,1 ;tt)-')
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@ n very unlucky crash, d.escribed. by Charles R.
D'O1ive, formerly cf the lJrd Aero Sqd.n. (Pursuit)
ln the Cross & Cockade Journal, Vol. I, No. I,(sprinem
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"B" Flight, No. lO Sqdn., R.A,F., June lptg. paul
Burvel-I is second. frorn left; Don pcl_er seccnd from
right (Photo - poler).

In the Spring issue of this Journal Lt. Jcseph F.
"Shorty" Soudvin was d.escribin€ the attack on August
8th vhich gained. twelve mil-es into German occupied. ter-
ritory and. netted IOOO prisoners for the AII_ies. To

tron August lIth our flight, on patrol alone, met
up with twelve Hr:n plarres, scouts. Afl,er a short de-
cisive fight, ihree of us rnanaged to shoot down a
Hun apiece. It was a great satjsfaction to see my
Hu.n take his last ride--arid again very satisfying to
have his fall- confirnied.

trThe 22nd of August our flight was ordered to
drive down all the enemy balloons on our front.
Thal day f r,vas deputy leader. }tre drove thern all
down by atlacking thur one after anolher and succeed.-
ed jl burning two of lhem. There vrere five Hr.:n sau-
sages in the air and by the time we dove on their
last one, all of the fA.A.t far and near were gaving
us a warn reception. The Hun balloon protection is
very efficient. They are lav-ish with their motor
batteries, and al-so thelr maclr-i:re €uns using incendi-
ary buJ-lets and their nFlar.ring onionsir--a form of un-
pleasant skyrocket. Balloon chasilg, wilh the neces-
sary low altitude and consequent danger of fal.ling
nni<nnen rit.h e hrr'l'la+ ir +l-'^ ^-^i-^ ic rnl narnlrrfrr urrs vrr6urv , to rru v trrot rJ
rc ni aa e -rar{ =s Hun blrd huntine.q vfv+ v eL

rrAs I have said, in our sector of the front we
had to hunt the Huns inside their own lines and when
we did meet up w'ith them it was usuafly to find a
flock many times our nuraber. An exarcple occurred on
August 24lh when we met fourteen of ihem w-ith our
usual flight of five. Nevertheless we nanaged to
drop two of them, altho it cost us one of our men.

A crash - No. 2 of 2Jth Aero Sqdn., S/N F.8oe8. pi"tot
unl(noun (fnoto - Courtsey Bergen Hard.bsty).

Capt. A. W. B. Proctor, Fl_ight C.O., "8" Flight, No. 8l+
Sqd.n. R.A.F . (photo -Boudvin) .

ttThat same night I underwent a frightful experi-
ence on the ground--more terrible than any air battle,
for f had one of ny best friends nangled and ki1led
beside ine. hlhile v:i_siting a neighboring Squadron,
(lio. 48 Sqdn., R.A.F.) six Hun pianes came over after
d:-nner and wiped out the *luadron entirely, buri_ng
the hangars, destroying the aeroplanes, kilIi-ng four
men a.r'Id woundl-ng thirty with their bonrbs. Altho I
h:d nno orre chrr* rni nrr faa^ ^',+ h., a^lsJc rrrqu dru tr,y race cuL cy rarling splinters,
I managed lo barrdage another comrade who had a shat-
tered ana. Such a pJ-clure of horror as the camp pre-
sented with its fires and screams of the wormded. f
shall never forget.

t?As soon as I had recovered, three of us were
sent out, on the 27Lh, Lo shoot down a bal-loon that
was hindering the Austra"liants advance. As this oar-
ticular balloon was guarded by ei.ght Fokkers, we had
to draw lhero south at first, then elude them, Cive
thru the clouds to the north and atlack. Altho the
ai chf ^nqa t-raalz .in time to nrake it hOt for us- wF
oar *ha hcl ln^n ir flames. We car.r af least Aive the
Hun credit for close work with his rrArch-iestt. But
altho they often made it r:npleasant for me, they
never really got me until Sept. 2nd, then a piece of
shell- jl my motor brought me dor^m--but fortunately,
I reached our lines.

r?Our flight agaix helped our ilfantry on Sept.
5th and gave the enen5r infantry a hard U:ne, so much
so that our Flight, Coronra.nder was thanked personally
by the Officer Comrnanding the Fifth Arr4r. We shoi
up a colurnn of grey coats, watching our tracer bul_-
let,s go into and lhru lhem and seeing the dead along
the same road nexl day. We also hit the horse drawn
cannon with good results.

Sunning thernsefves - (f. to r.) Gustafson, poler, Murray,
Field E, Kindley (then vi.th L4lst Aero Sqdn.) Niemj.,
Ryan, Kent.
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rrOn September 6th ny last patrol w'ith the
hitish, the whole Squadron fl-ew over St. Quentjl,
droppod our bombs and to nake it a good day, burned
four Hun balLoons on the way back. And so, after
having been irr an &rglish Squadron since July Jrd, I
was ordered to report to Issoudur. It was a disap-
poiltnent to leave them so soon, as I could never ex-
pect to have better treatment, finer associates and
more ilterestilg work than I had with them.rt

In regard to the markings and other detaj-ls of tds
airplane and of his notable ocperience of being shol
aorm by shellfire nshortytr Boudrin wrote this author:

nour airPlares didntt have a nu:nber in No. 84
Sqdn. We had. a distincti.ve narking, the two diagonal
stripes, one on each side of the roundel on the fuse-
lage.

ttThe Fli8ht Comrnander whorn I mentioned earlier
was Capt. Rawlson, and I dontt remember who was glven
credit for that balloon on July 20th. Capt. Bawlson,
wounded on the 25th, didntt return to the squadron
rhile I nas there. I did not get credit for the two
enery airplanes that coJ-lided irr the fight of August
30th. In fact, I didntt see the colllsion' and it
was a day or so later that Capt. Proctor was discuss-
5lg the fight and asked who shot the Hun off his
tai1. lle rere very likel-y too busy to confirt it
then.

ttTtre operience on Sept. 2nd was interestirg. We

had been b,riefed prior to this fl-ight on just where
the front llnes rere. I bad dropped rry four snalJ-
bobs and shot up sone growld troops and returned to
yhat I thought rlas our side of the lirrEs to relax
yhen a'l'l bell let loose frcm the ground. I found out
later that the Huns had recaptured this area just
after we took off from our aerodrorne. A shdl ex-
ploded Jugt belcrr ne, and pieces of it hit ry engine.
I nas quite 1or, but glided as far west ag I could,
plcked out the softest shell hole I cottJ-d flnd and
slid in. I wae lnde€d surprj.sed when I rras nachine
gpnned fro the ground end rnanaged smehow to get out
of the hoJ-e and i-nto a trench and run like h._,
where I dld not lorow. Yes, I was scared. More so
rhen I turned I cotner and ran into a Hun. Fortun-
ately he hsd been gassed 8nd was dead.

nBunnlng with flrlt flying gear on wasntt easy,
so I really becane e*lausted. When I decided to stop
and look around I peered over the top of the trench
snd saw French soldiers crauU.ng to,rard rry airplane.
I called to then and they got ne to the rear of the
li:res. I r,ras lucky, for if I had cracked up a few
hours earlier this wou-l-d have besr Hun territory. It
took me e'l'l n!g[l to get back to my base, for every-
one was comi-ng tosard the liles for the big push.tt

A. A. E. S. Menber Kinbrougb S. Brovn and. Roberb E.
Rogge lDtervieseal Ralroond Watts last Jule at the Air
Senrlce Reunlon in Datrton, chiefly concerning Watts'
renembrance of tbe citcr.:mstances of von Rlcbtbofen'e
aleatb. Lt. Watta bad Just been asslgnect to No, 84
Sgdr., R.A.F. (S.E.'e'e) and, on Apr1l 21st, L918 he
ra6 as8lgnecl t,o go rlth the Squadron Medlca1 offlcer to
tbe chapel ln Bertangles vhere the body of a Ge:man
f\ying officer hati been brougbt. It vas that of von
Rlcbthofea aucl as soon as the M.0. reaLized. 1t he or-
d.ered, Watt6 back to brlng up tbe Comand.ing Officer of
No. 8l+.

Eoyever, accordlng to Robert Rogge C23) one anecd.ote
about Fleld KlnC"Ley vas very lnterestlng. Lts. Watt6
ancl Kindley vere asslgned to ferrytng "Ce,nels" across
tbe Orannel to France. On one particular ciay tbey got
as far ag Dover vhen fog closed. ln and. they landed..
Kiadley had a tl.ra.te vith a glrl in Calais tbat nlgbt
aad rlae d.eterulneci to get over but Wattg d,eclined 1n
favor of the nore posltlve pleasure at the offlcerrs

@ Robert Rogge is f/Sef., USAF, and tbe autbor
(uacler the Dalle Robert EJ.llot) of "The Eagle's Eelght"

Pase 1DQ

club bar Ln Dover. Kin&Ley took off alone, got Iost In
the fog eln6sl inmediately and flew into the cliffs be-
lov the club.

Lt. Watts rememberecl very weII the afternath.. the
first be knew of Kindley's crasb ras wben Klndley cane
up the steps fron the beacb looking ratber batteretl and
bn:ised., and. cussing the fog. [hey went d.ovn encl ex-
e&ined the Cs.uel and d.ecid.ed. it vas a conp]-ete vashout.
So beck to the bar they vent for more than a fev.

In tbe sane vein, Reetl Ianclis, Joe Dlamonal and
I€Itrrence Polk got to remlnlsclng recently ln an inter-
viev arranged by Bergen Eard.esty. Polk 1lves on Eigh-
way 1+9 near Cbattanooga aad had been 1n buslness JJ
years wlth Huater MacDonald, fomerly of tbe 135th Aero
Squadron, As stated. prevlous\y he had not core to the
2ltb Aero Squadron from the BAtr'. Ee trained 1tr the U.S.
and. was a test pllot at Or\r from May to July, then vas
asslgoed to the 27th Aero Squadron, tbea engaged. at
Clrateau Thierry. Ee served there frcn 2 JuLy to 22
August and tben went back to Or\y. Ee rla6 tbere rrhen
tbe first Amerlcan-built DE-4 arrived. fron the U.S.
and afber it vae set up, took lt up for 1ts first
fftbt. When he brougbt 1t clovn tbe grounal crev
filled. tbe tanks again but too fuIL. Rav gas gonehov
spil}eal out througb the overflon pipe onto the hot en-
gine and. the resulting flre bumt lt to tbe grouncl.

Landis recelled that he bad put 1n a requLsltion for
an Operatlons Offlcer, vltb the proviso that be also be
a plano player. tt. Jesse Crafbon naa asslgned, anct
turoed out to be e vety talented offlcer. Ee becene a
stock conpany player after the var e.ncl tturlng the ver
hi€ "E(traordlnary Eetertaluers", a band. of eallgted
nen formed vltbln the Squadron, put on 6hovs for veeks
after the Arnlstlce. fhe shorrs vere rrltteE by Lt.
Davld E. Levls. (l,evts remalned. ln France a number of
years afber the War, l{as last reported with the U.S.
Departnent of State.)

Follorlag ls a poeD wrltten by Lt. Crafton f,or tbe
"2nci A::ngr- Alr Senrlce Book". It ranks emong tbe flnest
of poetry to coure out of the War.

PAGEAITS

Alone 1n tbe nj.gbt, on a blasted tree
l'ty thoughtB beat tlrne to tbe cllstant gun

As lt takes lts tollj aatl ny closed eyes see
(In tne far-off day vhen tbe var ls ctone)

A gllttering pageert of unleasbeal nlrtb;
A great, vlld lngeant that glrdles the earth:

The dark gate opeDs on ringing days;
Love's ri-cb velccnne 16 lost ln tears.

fhe vldle vorItl stagee a pageant of Praise
For us, lts sarrlors, 0h, the cheera,

Tbe freedon, the gLory of victoryl...
We are kings vblle our pageant passeE by.

Sllent the gun; and norr ln the dark and tbe qulet,
Sllent tbe triunph of vj.ctory, sllent the rlot
Of passlouate cheers, d.in-shinlng through d.oubt and.

Derlslon
Then elovly unrolJ-ing, expand.lag a pageant agaln sakeE

l.ty vlElon.

Crossir€ the chastr of tine vlth lnflnlte lebor aDd
Sorrov,

Svept by tbe crlnson tlde but staunch to pursue vLtb
Ibe norrov,

The patlent bulldere otrove on for shad.oved. ages
Uprearlng the pageant of Peace.

l{hen tbe IEgeant appears there arises no volume of
Glorloug cbeerlng;

Only tbe g1ory of heartbe antl haacl-claeps and unmocked
Flowers,

0f gllntlng flelds aDd furrovsj tbese are the heart-
treesureal d.overs,
Of calm, stron€ Peace.

And.., tbe pageant of rrarrlor po.nera
Is forgot ln Peace

fl,r0{.m - rg6e
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S.E.la MARIGNGS See Vol. 7, No, I, Pages l2 and 33

Bergen Eardesty's draving cf the 25th Aero Squad.ron
S.E.5a airpJ.anes ,.ras accompanied by the following d.e-
scription. It vas cmitted. by oversight on tbe part of
ye Editor.

Sergen has since ad.vised that the phctograpbs shovn
on Pages l4 and 35 shov the d.etails of the American
(Curtiss-built) S.E.!a coc\>it. The stabilizer shovn
on Page J! 1s actually the elevator, AIsc, the comparb-
nent directl-y behind the cockpit vas labeled "Oxygen
equipnent" on the original photographs vhich were re-
vieved. fcr this presentation.

COIOR AND DbTAIL NOTILS

In the acconpanying illustration of the bottom viev
of F.8038, No. 15, used by Lt. A.F. Dia,nond, thrcugh
the necessity to clearly depict the d.esign of the squad-
ron mlmber, the location vas transposed.. Actually, the
number 15 vas carried on the lover left hand ving panel.
The numAer 1l vas probably black and the flj.ght stripe
either red. or bl-ack, F.8005, No. 1J, piloted by Capt.
Landis, d.ispJ-ayed. a red diamond. on the upper fin.
Fron photos, carefully scrutinized., it is quite evi-
cient ttrat F.80Io, No. L9, piloted. by Lt. Boudvin, had.
a b].ue f11gbt stripe on the und.er surface of the
lover right ving panel. lhe dianond notiff of the
fuselage side a'as bJ-ue, edged iD lrbite. The blue
rrheel covers had. a vbite circ.Ie around. the axle bub
and the hub itseLf vas vhite.

I(nom narkj-ngs of other nachines are as follovs;
F.8028, No. 2, red f].i.ght trin; F.8olro, No. 11, vhlte
fligbt trlm; F.8OO8, No. 12, vhite fllght trinj F.8015,
No, 9r whlte trinn - this nachine al.so canj,ed a white
fuselage tiianond. Just aft of tbe insignia, vlth the
forvard polnt of the d.ianond. partially overlapped. by
tbe lnsignla; F.8O3E, No. 15, vbite fligbt trin;
F.8010, No. 19, blue flight trin.

Froro the pattern estabJ-lehed on nnrklngs of hovn
rnachines, it is assumed that airplanes Noq. L, 2, 3, \,
)r 6, and. I bad. red flight trin. Planes Nos. 5, 9, J-O,
IL, !2,13, 14, and 15 hact vhlte flight trln. Planes
Nos. 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 baci blue fllght trin.

The insignj.a cf the 25th Squadron, "the Executloner"
had. a white oval background. Tbe flgure vas black and.
vbite ltith recl on tbe axe blade, red belt and red tip
on the nose. Variations existed. in that the belt of
the flgure on F.8015, No. 9, was vhite.

It ls interesting to note that a]-l- of the avai]-ab]-e
pbotos of S.E.!ats of the 2lth Squadron, vere in the
F.800O series and built by Austlo, Aaother polnt of
i-nterest 1s tbat the natioDal narkings vere applied at
the factory. Thls is evldenced by the over-stencillng
of the component Schedule number and. faetory stores
number on the correctly roarked. rr:d.d.er,

Tbe propellers vere fabric coveretl and varnished
to prevent spl-ittlng. AIL ving and. tail upper surfaces
and. fuselage were kbaki green.

lm S.E.Ja AS AN ENGINE IEST-3ED

In 1!1!, the introducticn of the newly desi-gned
Hlspano-Suiza engine provid.ed. the inspiration for many
cf the aircraft d.eveloped by the A1h.ed povers. The
S.-8.1 was one of these alrcraft, d.esigned specifi-cally
to util-ize the promising power of this new notor. The
d.esi-gn staff at tbe Royal Aircraft Factory (later Royal
Aircraft Establishment) produced. the prctotype nachine
1n l-ate I!16, and initial" trial, tests vere cond.ucted in
December of that year. As vlth nost aircraft of that
era, fail-ures were encountered. and. a need. for d.esign
ccrrection vas evid.ent in soroe conponents. Design in_
prcvenents continued, in both airframe and. ensine. rrnf..il
the clcse of the War.

Early i.n 1!18, vell over a year after the prototJpe
had been tested. and. the design had evcLved. lnto the
S.E.5a, troubles continued. to plague tbe aircraft. An

unfortunate situatirn carne about vhen the assernbly of
ai-rframes surpassed engine prod.uction. To expedite
service r0achines to the fcrward. areas and. relieve the
problero cf congesti-cn in the airframe assembly llants,
nany machines vere fltted. vith faulty engines, This
did little tc engend.er pilot confidence in the S.E.!,
bttt forl.rrnntelv for f.hc rcnr:f.afinn nf +hiq <onrrfina
machi.ne the condition vas short lived.

It woufd appear that the S.E.5a airframe vas L1t-
erpllw p tesi tred fn1 various mOdeIS Of the llisnnno-rr! evqrlv -

Suiza engines. Tbe S.E.la undoubted.ly was fitted with
more engine variations than any scouting machine during
the War. Soth French and Bri.tish built Hispano-Suiza
engines vith nurnerous d.ifferences in compression ratlos,
red.ucticn gearing and. horsepover vere used. in the
S.E,la. When Wolsel-ey Mctcrs Ltd., a subsidiary of
Vickers, Ltd.., finally perfected. the W.i+A "Viper" and
W.l+3 "Adder" engines, the most suitable motor to air-
frarne conbination vas achieved.,

Thus, the S.E.5a soon beiame the prid.e of the
Squadrcns, a rugged ancl agressive figbtlng scout d.e-
nnanding the respect of tbe best eneny pilots. Fron the
pilotst point of view, the S.E.la was comfortable, easy
to hand.le and stated by many as the nost stable gun
pJ-atforu in the air. Though conceed.ing sone abj_Iity in
speed. and maneuverlng, the S.E.5a could. match the d.iving
perforrance of ar\y of its ccntemporaries and out-zoon
anybhing in the alr, Fron the excellent accounts re-
Iated in Five Years trr the R.F.C., by Catrlt. J.T,B.
McCudden, the vlrtues of the S.E.5a are exbolled ln
detail, Tbese are the aceounts from one vho sas not
only a brill-iant pilot, but an experienced. necbanic and
rigger vi.th thorougb technical knovled.ge of the nachine
and its capabilitiesr

fhe follovlng excerpts from Five Years in tbe R.F.C.
provid.e mlmercus detalled d.escriffi
action, performing uncler fulL mili.tary 1oad. expcsed. to
ad.verse varbfuoe cond.iticns,

"Ihe S,E.5 (referring A n/V9 built by Vickers)
vhich I vas now flying vas a oost efficient figbting
nachine, far and. avay superior to the enemy machines
of that period..". (record.ecl on or about 18 Aug.'ll,
p. 2]7).
"Other good. points of the 5.8., (B/5L9) rcere its
great stren€th, lts d.iving and zoonlng povers, and
its splentild viev. Apart frcm thj.s, it vas a most
varn, comfortable and easy macbine to fIy," (B.2I8)
"We crossed. the lines over Annentieres at 15r5OO
feet. By the ti@e lle reached. Lil-Le at lfrOOO feet,
my machine (Z/SLS) vas about up agai.nst its ceiling,
that is, it vas as high as it woul_d. So." (p.427)
"Just sbort of St. Orner the Runpler turned. and flev
south-east over Alre at 21rO00 feet, vhilst I had
Just got to my limit of J-prOOO feet," (1,/\853 a
Faetory built aachine received. by McCud.d.en on or
about 4 Sept. 1!11, p. 2rL)
"l"fy new S.E. was numbered. A/\89I , (a Factory built
nachine recei.vect on or about 3 Dec. 'I7) and. vas
fittect ritb elevators arith a narrov chord, vhich
vas an inprovenent, and it also had a nev t]T)e of
underearrisge which vas nuch stronger than the
others." (p.z8S) .

"I expect some-of those Euns got a shcck r.rhen they
cane over-at.t8r0o0 feet and. vere d.ived. on by an
S.E, (A/1i891) from above, fcr in the vinter tt vas
rn avd6h+i^h ta +ha rrlla +^ c tr. above 12.000
feet, vhich was the ceiling of the average 20O h.p.
S.E. vith lts var load.. lv$r nachine had so rnany
l-i.ttle things d.one to it that I could alvays go up
to 20rO0O feet vhenever I liked, and i-t vas nrainly
the lnterest vhich I took in ny machine vbich en-
abled roe to get up sc high." (Iate Dec. l!1lrp.2!l)

In the realn of speed McCudd.en d.escribes A/!891 in
his statenent "In ad.diti.on, tbe spirmer increased tbeglrsnnl ins of my machine and. made it three miles an hour

(Contlnued on page l5\)
A.A.E.S. JOT'RNAL



EDI TORIAL ByGeorgc l. Hardic1,lr., President' l.A.l{.s. (196I-62)

A .'GRASS ROCIIS'' PROGRAM FOR AAES

"Great oaks frou llttle acorns grov" j-s a faniliar
quotation vltb obvlous trutb. Nov in its seventb year,
tbe present stage of growbb of tbe A.nerlcan Aviation
Ei6torlcal Soclety can be likened to tbat of a young
sapllng. Tbe dlrectlon of grovth and the ul-tlmate size
of our Soclety vill depend. upon hov ve tend our "tree"
in these critieal years. To achieve the success for
nblch we stri-ve, it is inportant that ve all- agree upon
a program to further our ideal-s and. goa1s, and then vork
vigcrously to carry it fcrvard..

It is beconing inereasingJ-y evident that cur mcst
important lmmediate cbjective is to preserve the rav
materlal frcm vhich history is vritten. This 1nclud.es
the personal papers, memci-rs and. ccLlecticns of all who
parbicipated. in the development cf aviation, as vell as
the records and data nov stored. in the files of gcvern-
ment and other institutions and private companies, In
the fece of urgent need fcr acticn tc save and preserve
as much of tbis rav material as is humanly pcssible, hov
can ve best organize our rescurces to concentrate cui
effcrts roost efficiently? This is the basic question
ve have attenpted to ansver vith our "Administrative
organlzation for AAIIS" program as presented. in the
Spring 1962 Journal.

The success of this program depends heav:Iy upon a
ccmplete understanding cf its purpose and the vhoLe-
hearted. support cf the entire AA.IIS membership' We must
Arnona rrrnr fho nomhar<hin t^ a<qrrmo q^no rnqnrncihi l 'irrqePurrs ugvrr ule

for a part of the vork necessary to ad.vance our Scciety.
That i.s vhy ve chose to seek estabLishnent of separate
Iccal groups affiliated vith a naticnal A.xJ{S organi.za-
tinn ro*har +hoh +^ co+ rln a <\t<+om nf nhanf,,rq 'I1hovrvrr, aee4ur rvv uy

uLtimate result is the same, and the administrative
vorkJ-cad is reduced considerably. In addition, each
group is free to fcrmul-ate a program stressing the
particul-ar phases of activity vhich meet their local
needs and are best ad.apted tc their cvn circunstances.

TLj^ ie^-,^f L^- h66h io,,icai +n ^rr.rits^ +L^ F^--^flrlb UIUBI4Ut !d5 Ugslr usvrDcu uu PtJv
vhereby AAHS mernbers J-J-ving near one anrther can con-

bine their effcrts to promote a local program, and at
the same time participate in a nati-onal progran tbrough
affiliation vith AAES ' These local groups vifl be able
to seek out and preserve the avj-ation history material
in their olrn areas, coordinating tbeir efforts vith the
natrional prograrn. This vill becone tbe true "grass
-.)11-e" nroq'ar desisr.d + +La o"iation her-!r v6f erL, qe e!6r.!s

iteoa ^f .,1r ^nthtrv before it is lcst fcrever. It!us6! vf vvr !vqrrwlJ

will require the visi)n and enthusiastic support of aII
members tc make this program vcrk, but the system has
already succeeded in cther crganlzaticns and there is
nc reason vhy it cannot vork in ours.

A lccal group dces not require a large nurnber of
msmhorc +^ dal ct'#Dd Thp innrr.l-qni fa.+/rrcqv 6!v ever e!sr

thusiasm and a v:l-fingness tJ vork. Beari-ng in mind.
tuo |raqiA .r1infq5 ^f 

F .*.-- o r -^.' to seekyu].vvJgvl!,]|Ll!lrb

^.,r -n^ +hr,(.igtirr h sf1ru ^f ihe ICCafyr vvv4 ' 
e

area - memlr,tr< nFdl'at -I 4L_v hnv- q riah

iield. before them and. rvil-l- be revard.ed vith nany un-
usual and educaticnal- experiences, tvery IErt of our

hae c^aa rlrir+i^n hi-+^F' +^ F6^^'C - SOme mol.euvulrvr.I
+L6- ^+L^-- i+ i - +hr^ hrr+ +L676 i c an^r1-L a^- ^11LrldII oulrcr'!, ru rb uruE, uuu uusls r> crruuSu fur erf.

Local groups in a state can associate to fornm a state
grcup in crder tc ccnsol-idate their efforbs, The
Connecticut Aeronautical- Historical Associatlon is
demonstrati.ng the success of such an approach. State
historical societj-es can offer 1,'aluabl-e assistance
and guid.ance. The possibilities are lj-nitLess if ve
rrrrl L..- -----^i annr#rrni*ioeslar uu! rsuJtirrrzs eur vPPUr

'J.: .F6 rn5crh+r" "^Fui L^^Lrd+ tC Sefve ASyr w Jv$ v!J

a guide for leaders cf these local- groups, entitled.
"A Development Prograro fcr AAHS", it includ.es chapters
cn basic crganizaticn of AAHS, hcv t5 foru a local
gr.up, d.etails of affj-Iiation wj-th AAES, and. a des-
^ 

Fi n+ i .h nf f he ha+ i.rq l -ar.dFAm T+ i c aha^+arisr i!vrvrr

that this bcokl-et will be available soon. Meanwhlle
I will- be very interested in receiving your suggestions
ehd i dar c rn I h i e nr.---- r.r^ ,ri .1 -^^i +\e qrrnnar.i'

!-v6adru. ws wlr! lrssu ule rsylvte

and constructive criticisrn cf all interested. nembers
if i,lc are to achieve rur greatest success. Your belp
is earnestlv sclicited.

E rrata
Reference vea Eade oD Page 12 of The Flylng Mlnute

MeD. It vae publlshed by Drell, Sloan and Pearce, Nev
Tork, I9l€. Maybora batl fonrariled tbl.s lDfo:satton but
ve falled to inclucte 1t r.ltb blE attlcle, "The S-39".

Ancl nov to catch up on aorne nore necesaary correc-
tlon8. Jesse Davideotr haE called attentlo[ to an error
on page E65E tu" wt"ter 196I JouRtIAL lu vhlcb lt yag
stated tbat FIoyaI Senuett fles a tlistarce of 15 r5%
Blles ln July f933, etc., etc, Eorrever Floytt Bennett
dled ln Apr1l f928 after contracting preumonle durlng
tbe reecue attetogb of the l]-l-fated BreEen rrblch lantled
on GreeDley lgland. 1! Canada. BeDnett clled at Murray
Bay, Canada, aDal tberefore probably could not bave beea
arouEal to nake a long illetance fligbt ln 1933.

Fu:ther correctlona ln Yolune 5: Earvil_L$plgg!!
vrote ln to aay tbat the ,captloa otr th;1l6ffi1-;E;-
255 (tJrnter 196l) sbould reacl - "Lawreace's J-J englne
rblch ...'", and. not the J-1".

on Page 1!8 of tbe Su@er 1!61 issue rre gave a des-
crlptlon of tbe pboto on Page 83 aa one sboelDg Curt'leg
SOC-I's. ActuaLly, the foregrouncl alrplene has SOC-3
rlgbt tbere on tbe nralder, fte!, on Pege I3O of tbe
sa&e is8ue, tbe captions for Fhotos ItoB. 14 aad 1l vere
rever8ed. He lnov a gt-17 ls a blplane!

In our pesteup process ve o!0ltted the leacll.ng pbrase
of a piece concerrdDg Ed Sterae a.nal tbe Llncoln Beachey
Story. On Page f3o or-!6:.Gffi, No. 2 (sumer 196r)
the headline, LINCOIJI BEACESI MOIdBITOS, ahoul-d bave been
foll-oved by 'Jg_g@g recalled. a poster in hls book-
store and took lt clovn frm the -------- erc."

lben Peter Bonerg ltrote ln regardlng captlons on the
photos on Pege 23O of Yolume 6, tto. 4. Ee eays, " ...
bott@ rlgbt. Tbe FIF-3 1s no.l vltb PREIAR ta11 BtrlpeE.
Ihese vere ad.opted ln January J.t42, after Pearl Earbor.
And. on Pa4e 2$, the picture of tbe factory interlor
could not posslbly bave been taken ln 1943, The taj.l
strlpes on Navy Airplanes vere aboliehed. ln June 1!l|2
aud the type of Britlsb roarkJ.ngs sborrn vag changeci ln
Marcb or Aprll 1!42."

25th Aero Sqdn. (Purr. - S.E.5o)
(Continued from Page IIO)

faster, so that ncv at l-0r0OO feet ny S.:1. ffev over
l-20 niles per hour,"

For a short vhile McCudden vas mounted on a Martin-
syd.e roachi-ne No. B/35 cf vhich he states, "vas very
fast, I socn fcund out.". Little menticn is made of
the Maftinsyde nachine for McOudden nas shortly remount-
ed on ;./48!1 . Tbe preceed.ing accounts are amp]-e testj--
mcny to the d.esign and performance of the S.E.5.

In the final portion of this Hl8tory of the 2!th
Aero Squadron we wilL take up the careers of some of the
non nn* rro+ haorrr frnm Serrercl hqd rrarrr r-+^-6^+j -^Js L -reqru ^rv.,rr -reu !s4J rtr9stcD ullrE

experiences vith other service outfits during the war,
sone of whi.ch have been obscured because they di.d not
fit into the general pattern of organization tables.

A1so, concerning the S.E,!a, ve have an excellent
account of the American-built machines, prepared by
Bergen Hardesty.
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