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Breedlng 1s the mark of a thoroughbred.l The pedi-
gree of the F8U goes back over !o years to the Vol€bt
VE-1, flrst alrcraf'b to take off from the Nawyts first
elrcraft carrler, the USS LANGIEY. Ir: the lntervening
years Chence Vought has produced. many outstand.lng naval
alrcraft, the most fanous example being the F4U

"Corsalr". flee versatile ''bent rving" vas in productlon
for eleven years, e^rld more FLU's vere delj-vered to the
Navy ths.tl €ny other airplane type, total productlon a-
nountlng to 12,J'11 aircrafb.

Wlth thls background of htghly successful naval alr-
craft, the Bureau of Aeronautics announced in l,Iay, 1953
that Charce Vou€ht had won a design competltion for a
nev supersonic fighter, d.esignated tbe FBU "Crusader".

Llke a true che.urpion, the F8U began it t s career j:r
a bLaze of glory. 0n itrs maid.en flight, 25 l"larch L955t
the prototype )CFBU-I exceeded l4ach 1. I:r the followiag
months the F8U ad.ded. nev laurels to ltrs r"ecord. 0n
21 August L)J6 a productlon FBU-1 captured the I?ronpsoa
Trophy vlth a nev natlonal- speed record of 1011.428 rrph
over a 15 klloeeter course at the Naval ordj-narce Test
Statlon, Chltra Le,ke, Callfornla. PlJ-oted by Cdr. R.W.
"Dr.ke" lflndgor, the "C:rrsatler" beca.ne the first oper-
atloDallJ equlpped jet 1n hlstory to f1y faster the:l
1OOO qrh.

ox 16 nrly ].?57 an FBU-IP pltoted by I{aJ. J. H.
Glenn, USI"IC, u:rder Project "Ilu]-let", sped fron NAS

Los A-fanltos to Floyd Bennett Fleld 1n 3 hr., 22 dln.,
50.05 sec., breeJcJng tbe transcontlnental speed record
vlth a.n avera€e speed of 74.5f7 !xph. @ As a flt-
lrng trlbute to a new chanFlon, the M year-old Co111er
kodry was awarded by the Natioaal Aerorrautical" Assoc.
to tbe &rAer ard Clunce Vought Aircrafb, for the con-
ceptlon, deslgn, and develolloent of tbe F8U as the out-
sta:ad.J:rg avlation achievement ot 1956.

flbe "C:rusader" was asslgned ilr November I)J6 to
VX-3 for Fleet Introductlon Progra.n (FIP) at I{ATC
Patuxent Rlver. Ihe misslon of FIP is two-fol-d-. It
le e.n accelerated elght-veek test program to see vhat
tbe alrpJ-ane calr d.o, aDd 1t also tests the ablllty of
Navy pllots ancl crevs to step l-n and operate the alr-
c::aft as operatlonal squadrons wL1J- have to d.o. VF-32
sent 11 pllots antl grouad. offlcers, plus 8O enJ.lsted
fpshn'lqlarg, aod tbey were jolrred. at Servlce tbst D1-
vlslon by 5 pllots and !O men from VF(AI,I)-3. Rsrely
hss an a1r?Lane reached the Fleet wlth so fev hitchesi
the first FgU-]. tsnded. on a carrler d.eck on the fir8t
annlversarXr of the prototylr's first fligbt. Durlng
tbat flrst year, the F8U carried out tbe nost conpre-
bensive fLieht envel-ope (altltud.e, speed, entlurance) of
auy flgbter plane testecl. The flDa.). Iap froro the draw-
lDg boaral to fleet squadrons bad. been conpleted.

Slnce tbat tlme over 700 carrler a.nat laod-based
have carrlecl the oarklngs of NaW gnd Marlne squadrons.
Four allfferent models bave seen squaclron servlce, tbe
F&l-r, F&J-IP, F&J-2, F8u-an, and tbe flftb nod"eI, the
F&J-anE, 1e nsn ln productlon. The narklngs carrled
by tbese squadrons add. to the coLorful hlstory of the
"Crueaaler". In Marcb, :L957, \T-P beceme the f1r6t
operatlonal squadrou to receive the FBLI-I, and vas
al.so the flrst sqlradJon to take the "Crusader" to sea,
aboard the USS FoRRESIAL. !F-15r+ gave tbe "Qrusader"
lts first operatloDai woi'kout at sea off the West
Coast. It l'as ibe second to recelve tbe "Crusader",
and. tralned aboard tbe USS EANCOCK.

VMF-f22, statloned at Beaufort, S.C., beceme tbe

@ lhe e€]re Jobn E. G1enn, flrst Amerlca.n to orblt
the earth in the space capsule, FRIS{DSEIp VII.
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first Marine unit to fly the FBU-I. Subsequent\r,
tbe other squadrons of MG-32; VMF-235, WF-3f2 and
V}S'-333 vere equipped. sltb Crusaalers.

As previously mentlooed, some "Cntseder" squatl-
rons have carrted. several tall oarklngs. VT-103
orlglnaLly carried. AK tail letters, {hich were
changed to AJ, but retalnetl the yellov arronhead
d.esign. Besicles chaoglng tail letters fron Ai, to GA,
WP-62 also cbanged. squadron cleeignatlon froo vCP-62.
VT'-21-l origi.nally carrled NP tall letters superlr;need.
on a red & nhlte checkerboard cleelgn. Ia nld-1960
tbe tail letters *.ts s[nng€tl to NE anct tbe real &
rlblte checkerboarcl vas coDflDeai to the ruclder area,
vlth l+ recl bancls ru.nniDg across tb.e wltltb of the fin
area. SIIIL later !T'-2I1 cbaoged back to NP tal]-
letters vitb oDe recl stripe above the letters aBal

W-21+ has taken over the NE tall lettere anci tbe recl
& white checkerboaral clesign.

WheD the ne$ system of ta1l uarkings wa6 put lD-
to effect, some sqllaalroa8 tlltetl tbe letters for tbe
Jet-age effect, sone lettere vere superinpoaedl over
each otber, nhile otbers vere connected, together vlth
a corlIron center 1lne. llhlle thls type of lettee ap-
pllcation produced. sone exclting narklng de8d.gB8, lt
al-so proved an l.npossible recognition problem rrben
traveling at higb 6peed.a, since the conaected. letterg
anat the svept back letters tended to blur lDto an ul-
tdentlflable Ds.Es. MarkiDg regulatloa6 nere changed
a,nd. block type letters rere to be used, eeparatetl ln
al-J- cases, and tbe svepb-beck letters nere lfulted. to
a s11gbtly noctlflect tllt. [he acccmpanylDg alfaslngs
shor e:tempJ-es of both the oerr ancl ol-d.er ttr4n of letter
applications.

Not since the nld.-JOrs have Navy/r,larlne alrcra.fb
narklngs been Bo coLorful. Navy sqtraclrone are 1n a
conste^nt tralnlog cycle, rlltb ulits retutDlDg from
d.eploynent and regouplrg a^acl acqulrtng oen alrepa,fb.
A11 VF unite have tbe tvo-letter tall uarkhgs a,ncl
vitb fel' excepblons Air-I€ot W' unlts use "A" ae the
inltial letter, rhlle Alr-Pac V! unlt6 use "N" as the
inltlal- Ietter.

Tbe 2-letter talI Earkings forn the Carrler Group
letters. FollovlDg are the tall lettere for Calrler
Groups d.uring t956/>l ;

cvc-l - AB
UYU'< - II!

cvc-3 - AC
nn l,uvu-i - N
cvc-5 - NF
cvc-6 - AF
c'vc-7 - AG
CVG€ - AJ
clvc-g - Nc

CVG-IO - 41(
cvc-I] - NE
cr/G-12 - l{J
C.ltc-l]+ - NK
cc/G-15 - NL
cvc-r7 - AL
c'vc-19 - NMgvc-2r - NP

As another gulale to narkingsr equadrons vtthln
Carler Groups are ltlentifled. by color of the air-
craf,b. FoJJonlng ls the systen enployed. for color

Color Tri-nrnfrffid
Orange-IelLor
Lj.ght 31ue
Iatl. Orange
Llgbt Greeu

Varlous
Marlne aLrcraft have a sughtly dlffereDt Bysten.

As far as caa be deterolned at thls {r1tiDg, tbere ls
no deflnlte color system used. by squadroas rrlthlu a

lst. Sqda.
2rd. Sqdn.
Jrd. Sqdn.
4tb. Sqdn.
Itb. Sqdn.
5tb. Sqdrx.
Fhoto Sqdr.



Marine Air Group, except that they carry some of the
most interesting and colorful d-esigns used. on FdU air-
cra.ft. It is also unknovn vhat systen is used. to d.e-
termine tbe tail letters used. on Marine aircraft.

Photo squad.rons use a d.ifferent taj.I letter system
than that d.escribed. for \D & VA squad.rons, and VFP &
VCP squadrons are numbered from 9Ol - up.

As is usually the case vhen aircraft markings are
record.ed., there are many exceptions to tlre rule, and
the writer vould be pleased. to hear froli any Members
1.Iho bave ad.d.itional inforrnation on "Crusad.er" tai}
narkings.
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ACKNOI^ILDGB',IIf,,II - Thanks to Art Schoeni of Chance
Vougilt for much of the lnforratj-on and. photos
contained in this articfe. The id.ea for the ta11
d.rawings vas originally conceived by Mr. Schoeni
for an ad.verbisenent used. by ghance Vougbt in naDy
national magazines, entitled "The ABC's of Cnrsad.er
Power", shoving narkings used. by 10 Crusad.er squad.-
rons. Thanks also to Members Fred. Dickey, BiIl
Larkins, Bob l(noernschild., and Pat Stein for iDfo
and. photos supplied..

Lastly, nqy sincere appreciation
to Meuber John Everd.s vho prepared. the d.ravin€s
accompanying the arbicle. Jobn is a comercial artlst
by profession, and. the quality of bis dravings atteEt
to his ski]-l-.

PHOTO CRmITS on Page 1].g

Photo #1, 31 5,6,7, B - U.S. Navy via Ar-b Scb.oeni,
Chance Vougbt Aircraft.

Pboto if2 - U.S. Navy vla Roberb l(noernschild..
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3. VEF-333 of MAC-32 used F8U-2

5. F8U-IP of yFP-62 (fonrcrly VCP-62, letters AF)

4. F8U-2 of VF-103 at Peris Air Show, 1961
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5. FgU-l of VF-11. #2Ol ig 1st plane of Ard Sg of Air Gp.
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7. #NI of VF-132, also 1st
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plane of 2nd Sq, othcr AG. 8. FgU-1 of VMF-122, narklngs not in dcfinite systaur


