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FAMILY TREE of the A.T. C.
by J0SEPH P. JUPINER

a.T.c. f,r8 - PITCAIRN ITUAIU*INC'|, pA-5.
lbo PA-5 ms the flrst of the illustrlous nttalkirrgn

scrlcg end thc flfth type to be brought out by pitcelnr
Alrcrefb Co. sincc 1925. llirrold Pltcai-rn, e dcvout aj_r-
anthusleat, ertgrgd ths acrvlces of young Agnrnr Iaraan
to dcslgB hle eirplanes; 8 frultfii eesoclatlon that
9g*.opa gucb outgtandlng crrft ec the nFleetrl-ng ln
1l+-ll, ![" "".1 

nscsqr+i-l{ingn (ru-Z), thc rrOrorj-ien

!!f21, nElcctvlng 2n (PA-A), and the fenous nMai*ngn
(P -5) aee.les. Thc vesstillty of the ihfeht J5 poyer-
{ rMrlkil8f cooa bcceme lsrorn rnd sevcral car\y'air-]{nes rrsed Lt on the carly elr ni1 routes. Ihe pA-5
provod lto nettle il thc L927 Et Races et Spokane; irr
tbe opccd & efflclcocy rscc for the Avietio-Town &
CountrT, Ilopfff Jrncs EBy ns anrd€d Ist p]ace for
spced 

- 
(138 ryh) rnd r lrrt pilrcc for efflclancy. Ie-

provcd vcrdqs latc foltored, such es thc d.fgnt ,ll
poncrcd Pl-6 g PA-68, the J6-?'ponercd pl-?r anf thc-
J6-9 poncrca Pl-8, thc last of tha aenies.

l.T.C. f,f9 - EXEIDER-REfSNE6T IICHALI;EN6ERI.
Krcddcr & Bcisaertg happy and profltsble agsocla-

tio rlth l{rco elrplanes ln the yeera previous to l93O
lcft then rLth Eoc indclJblle ncoories and lrlt8l ogerA-
ence. hlg lnflueaccd than to iavestiggtiag the et-
trEctive poeeibC.tltles, theo becming apparent, for tbe
Bnrfacture o! cmqclal-type eirplanes. Ttrey hastlly
dccignod and produccd their orn ilChalJ€ngeril blpLauc.
Cct-ai^ct@t rltb general. precticc gt tbc {fne ani 1oold.ng
nucb llkc early hcors lt r*as a 3-place opa-cockpit bi-
pl,enc ponecd rlth tbe Curtlss OX-5 earei-ul. It rds
airylc rnd of rturdy conatructlon; pcrforrancc-xias it
ccfr,lFrGd f.yorsb:Le ritb tha best of tbc typc. A good
nr.ubcr of ttdg uodel rcre bulLt in e.pnoductim piriod
thrt lrrtod through nogt of 3 Jrcarg. $snlc raf thaq are
ettlt flylng. 00hon mdcls rerc dwelopd rlth such
poecraleatc aa thc r0erlneztr rnd high{ J6-5-].:6| .

A.T.C. #20 - FAIRCIII,D, FC-2U.
The 1928 Felrchild FC-2T rar cid.lar to thc elr}Lc

FC-2 but nodifted aocrbat to nect tbo lrtcgt requJ.re
ncntg for cargo haul3ng by slr then ropidly incr-d.ng.It nas 8 5-plrcc hlgh-ring cabd.n nooplanc porcrca vlih
thc_naly dcvelopcd 9 cyltndc hett & Ihttncy ifatptt
arginc of 420-450 h.p. ?trc rJ.trg spen arrd totrl ar.r
vcrc lncrcsged to handle e lrrgcr psyLo.d aad tbc rddcd
porcr of thc ttf,acpn aglnc gavc lt e grrbstsntlel b-
creras ln porloruacc & uttltty over the fC-Z, r re-
qdlcnant found neccrsar.Sr in tthrah f\tdngn opcrotlocin Canada. An FC-21{ ftoar by nDtrkcn Schtllcr, a notcd
Cenrdian nbueh pdlottr, na thc flrst to rech tbc lIL-
fated Junkerc nonoplalrc, the ERD{EI{, lbcn 1t ctr.!h-
lad€d ln thc vllds of lrbrrador. In rLqv of tbcdr pcr-
for"nancc rccord, lt €E coccded tbrt Falrctrrtd noo-
FrLanca rcrc dcalgncd for nrgged getr'icc. thc opcre-
tora beulod Juat about rnythfng thrt rould ftt lnto tbccabln; rnd nrny tlncsl lf tbe toaa rcuta not flt lDrle;,lt na strsppcd o tbr outcldet

A.T.C. IAL _ 6_5 St{ArJJr.
Thc btroduetl.o of thc ttNcr Snallofr li-nc derlgned

b5r Lla'yd Stcaroso i! 1924 pnoduccd cbtngc ln oarly
lncr{.cen evLatio. It nr e ncr anil prrcttcal epfr.orcb
to the }lght eemcrclal-typc eiral:oe, thc fi.rclto
bncrk enry fro tho nr-tLuc coccpts of elrplrac d+algt. Thc iox-5 $ttlLoI|r convinccd the uny okcptica
thet r 90 H.P. OI-5 cnglac corrld crrrT thrcl pcoplc eod
stllL rGndcr vc*y good perforuncc. Ttre rqcq.ltlrg cuc-
cecc of th. nSrnlloxn b[ulanc apurrrd nuy othcrg !r
tho flcld rwi a rish of ner derd.gnr begrn ccnar'g gut as
Lplrg" opcn-cockpdt blplrncs porrecd rith OX-5 cngiaca.
Ihe ttSrral,l-orn n*o qrdte popdar about thc'countrT; itfl*r-ra.Il rnd ltg plcs.snt I1nea rcrc eppeellng.- -TtrLe

nodal nas Latcr offcrcd rlth ttl$.aeon, frtgbt Jj, roa
ArccJ'so cnglnca, pcrford.ng vcry rell LB rt\y cobilnrtLo.

Erre Fl5rirr g; alLorr(eerp=l
By HAROLD B. MOREI{OUSE

RODERICK U. WRIqIT

Rod6rick U. Itrlght ras not related to the Wrleht
Brothers. He had srtered Prlrdue University to stidy
egricultr:re, but an article lrr M.cClurers Maeazine en_tltlcd ttlho Men who Learned to n_FGEEEition
to learn ariatlon. This was to takc him away fron thefarn. In June 19IL iaright saw his first flJni-rrg when he
went to EvanavllJ-e, Indiana to sce CurLies pilots
Lincoll Beachey and Charles l{itner put on an er*riUttf*r.

Wright went to Daybon ia July to visit the Wrighthothers, 1nd planncd to enroll ln their fliring sciool.!_9r"", if possibS-e. l,lhen he nalked into ih€ Wright Co.office crtlrely- uneryected, he ras very disappofnteA to
Learn that nelther Onrille nor Uilbur,""e irr-Daybon, sohe talked to Frank Russe11, thei-r lfanager. For iome-un_
knorn reason Russel). advised Wright noi to take up f[y_ing, but to stlck rlth the far:n. Sonewhat disgusiedr-
but not thc leagt influenced by these re."rksr-Wrighirent hoe and sperrt the greater part of the nexb twoyears helping verlous early Indiana e:cperlmenters bulld
and repalr their honemade nac[ines, rlihout payr rjust
to get ercperlence and be arornd aeroplenes.rr

In July, 1913r Wright went to Dayt,on again and thistine net a very different sort of receptioi. As a re_suLt he i.rmedlately signed up for instiuction at the

1.!-.], and_wa.s. taught t_o f$ 4! g.tnrns Station by OscarHrrncu_ey. h the same cless were John A. Bi:cler,
Maurice T. Schernerhorn, W. E. Bowersox and Auguitus A.
Bressnan. _ He galned the nfeel of the airrr rapialy and
on July 26th he flew for hJ.s Li_cense, No. Z5ir..ri tho"
becane Indlanats flrst licensed avla[or. hover l.o;j."g
was hls official observer. He becane a rnecttanic on tUe"exhibitlon clreuit with Roy l{aite, of Boston, for the
reoraj-nder of the 1913 season. During 1914 h; assistcdin the-d_evelognent work at tho tfrighi Co., wlth thelr
lT_M$"} A flying boat on Iake Erie near Toledo. In1915 he beca,ne an iristructor for the Wright Co. at StmsStation and taught nany Carndla,ns, who liter entercd theR.F.C. and R.A.F.. Also, one of his students ras EdnardA. Stinson.

- . Jn leptenber 1,915 Roderick Wright JoJned the staffof the Sturtevant Aeroplane Co. as-tesi pllot, 
"o"f.irrgfor his former observer, Grover Loeningr'then-Chlef

Engileer.
l{hcn the Unit€d States entered the Har ln 19I? heoffered his servlces to the Government, flrst as acivj.lian jnstructor, Iater as erperi-naitif-iesi-pffot

?! h4"y Fj.eld, Va., where he reneined for the-dura_
iiT_"f, the war period. Then follmed several years ofr_nsrructjxg, barnstonning a.nd passenger serrlce rork,rrith sme testing rrith rrarious snat] c@lpardes, lnclu6_

7th Year of Rrblication



lng the Hurst Airplane and Motor Conpany of Evansvil-le
in 1921. Wright also nanagod the C'raharo hos. Flying
Ficld at Erransville for a tiner and becane production
teet pilot for the Stinson Co. at lrlalme, Uich. in 1929-
1930, workj:ng for his good frlend and fomer pupil,
Eddi-e Stinson. lbere he conducted injitial flyhg tests
on nany nodels arid deJ.ivered new airplanes to custosrers.
He beca,ne a transport pilot for the Ford Motor Co. on
their early airlLines in 1930-1932, using Ford Trl-notor-
ed planos. His transport pilotrs license was No. 4528.

After twenty years of active f1yhg, Wright decided
to return to the farLily fann in 1933. He prepared a
private airstrlp, erected a hangar, procured a fanily
aeroplane and contjnued to enJoy fl1ring for pleasure.
He taught h1s children and trandch.lldren to f1y and kept
hls origi-na1 Pilotts liicense No. 251+ vaU.d for nesrly
fifty years. Occaslonally he took on flyirrg contracts
and durirrg World War II conducted parachute drop-tests
for llre Reliance Mfg. Co. In ]-952 he was elected to the
Indlana State Legis3-ature and uas re-elected for a sec-
ond terrn in 1954.

Roderlck Wrlght passed away une{pectedly at Was}d-ng-
tur, Indiana, on October 13th, 1950 after several- months
of faililg health. He was buried jx Oak hove Cemetery
near his fann hone. Survivl-ng him were l4rs. Wright,
three cbildren and six grandclLildren. As active Early
Bird and true flying pioneer, it would be difficul-t to
equal. his lifetine record. in awi-ation, having flown
scores of different types of land and water planes,
Iarge and gmal]; andl not long ago, even a Jet. Duri-ng
his l-ong flying career he experienced five major snash-

Dlll-Llttr - LYAZ

ups, but waLked away frorn a'l'I of then. He never nade
use of a parachute, inJured a passenger, nor was taken
to a hospital - truJ-y en exlraordinary reoord. He rns a
fine gentleunn, loved by all who lsr'ew hirn. He.nane ap-
pears on the l.iright Menorial Plaque at Daybon, Ohio.

RODERICK M. }JRIC*IT

Early Wright Pilot - Instructor - Test Pilot
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