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Ib1r Departrat of thc JOt BI{AL le begur anw through
the efforLe ol llaber Robcrt G. llufforrd of 49OB llortser
Ave., Shauan Oakc, Ca}lf. Bob was one of the flrst 25
llcobcrs of thc Socl'cty rrbose Introductldrs were pubS3sh-
cd ln Yo}oc I, l{ubcr 1 (Sprine }956) end he statod thla
then that fll's categortrr of lnterost vas, and 1s Transport
Ariation. He hag a]-so b€conc veLL lnfor.ned on alr traf-
flc control, bavlag studlcd r'l'l 6f lts phases and regul-
latione, and har VI{F radlo in both hme and autoobilc
to l:lstcn ln on alnaya radlo chatter. Bob Is associat-
cd rith the notiqr picture lilm departncnt of Eastnan
[,odak Co., rith of!1csg at 6706 Santa trlonlca ELvd.,
nollryood J8.

lilcuber Huffor{ states: rll yill so}lcit ar*icles frorq
e'11 Menbers lntereeted in tbls (transport) fteld, and
such artlclss rould carry the authorls by-llne. It
should be hnonn tbat I an actlng as a clearhg houae for
tranaport naterie-l; though not a,n oeerlenccd author, I
do bavc ttne to write lctters.n He has planned a con-
siderabJ-e series of articles for forbbcuing lssuea un-
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The flrst Boetng ?O7 Je|. airlines brlllt for Qaatag Alrvayc of
Auatralla roAlcd fron thc Boeing Plant at Rcntorr, Washlngton on 16 Fcb.
L959. Na,ncd CITI OF CAIi8EEEA, it ras thc fl-ret lmErlcan hutl-t Jet
dellvered to a forelgn alrllne and ras the 29th l{odet ?07 produccd. It
ras given reglstcr nurDer Vlt-lBA tnrt, rh5.le belng f,L:lgbt testcd, ras
reglstered by lts U. S. number 83L239, and lt ls noterortW that YB-8BA
rae the lorrner registcr of a r0atalirran Elyirtg Boat used by lQantas for
nanJr years, es told irr the follontng story nlast of the Catsn. (Photo -
Eoeing Airplane Ccqpany)

der sucb _lnterestlng tltLes as {ltrc Flrst and the Iastn,nThe l9s Vegas Runtr, n0atallna Cllpper - VS-{1Anrn11t*
llne l4arldagsn, nl4lllion DoILar ltade-llen, and nhcsl-
dentlaL Aireraftt to nano but e fsr, aLL of rtlch rlll
be couplled rdth the belp of othcr Mabers o! ttrls
Society. It is a coopcrative effort of tbe hlglreot
ordcr.

?o begln, the follorlng story nlast of thc Catsn r'ec
co.nFlJ.ed !y yo* Editor rtth the help of Gordat S.
WllLla.ne (now our Rcglonal Vlcc-Prcsident ia thc l{orth-
west area) rho supptrled the photoe of the Boeing 7o7rs.
He pofuts out that reglcters YH-EBC and VH-EBD, tso of
Qantas-Airraysf_?O? Jetllacre rere for:ncr\r aaslgncd ton0atal.i-nasr bultt by Boclng of Cenada in HWII. Fc are
lrtdebted also to Jobn Uln, Publlc Belatlons Dlrcctor of
Qantae, and incldcntally tbe son of Capt. Charles T. p.
IIJ-n, copllot vith f,lngaf,ord-S.ttr ln tbe fl:tght of thc
SOUIIIERN C8OSS, for thc photographs us.d here rdtb nlbe
Laat of thc Catsn.
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... rAsr 0F ?HE "0Ar,g"-
Beprinted fron Qantas Nerf,s

FIRST QANTAS rcETilGS (Tleadlirre)

Hhen Qantas puts its Boeirg Jets on the romd-world
serrice next year they r11l not be the flrst Qantas air-
craft bnilt by thls Anerican fitr.

Ssrior Tschnical Recorde Offlccr Kcn Downey has un-
covered this fact.

Our tro n0atali.nan flFng boats - VH-EBC ISIAND
CHIEflIAIN and WI-ES ISLAND PATR0L - rere built by
Boelng of Canada under ccntract to the designers, Con-
solidated Aircraft.

ISLAND CHIIFTAIN was bullt in 1944. It is not
lorovn rhen ISLAND PATROL was brilt.

Qantas took delivery of EBC on December 3:--, L948,
a,nd of EBD m July 12, 1949.

To EBD uent the honor in August last, of naking the
laet Catalina fUght in the Territoqy of New Grinea.

Its flnal fllgbt yas betneen Port l{oresby and lee.

On August 27, 7958, Cutalina VH-DBL
touehed doum at 9.76 u.n . orr the Lae alight-
ing area atter a srln'ooth temg tlight trorn
Foirtac , Port llloresbg.

Thus cnded tbe last Cata'llna fllght il the Territory
of fer Qrinea and Papua.

It waa a scntj.rnental Journey for the captair - f,en
Xcrtagu, Qantasf genior route captain ln Port Moresby,
rho had fr0o0 hoursr trOat}lnaE tine.

It vag the end of a chepter ia Qantes hlstory - a
glor{.ous chaptcr rhlch started ln 1941, rhen Qantas
peoplc ferrled the flrst of 19 Catal-:lnas fron San Dlego,
g.S.A,, to Austre'lla for rar.

Since then the Catalinas have done sterling scrrice
ln uer and peacc.

Tbcrc are rnany people - Ilke yacbtsnan Danny WelJ.
vbon Captain hugeas rescued fro shark-ilfegted raters
out fron Morcaby - who ore their }lves to the tinely
arrival of a Cata].ina.

I?ren agala, there are pcople l-Lke Ur. and Xrs. Harry
Bode, plantatLqt onnors at JacquSnot Bay who regard the
Cets as old frtends, each rlth 1ts distinctivc charac-
terl.sticE which ldentiflcd it long before it hit the
vater.

Such pcople nourn the passing of thc trold boatsn.
And they arc not only Iay people, for the boats vs. land
planes controvcrsy rages hot rherever aimen neet.

ilr. and l{rs. EodE ca]]ed jn to QantaE House nlth
goe eolor transparencles of thc Catalilas for our files.

nAt hme we didntt lrror the date, the montb nor the
year half the tlnern said Mrs. Bode, rrbut our }lfe has
ahEys bcen dlvldcd lnto Plane l{cek, and Nqt-Pla,ne WEek.n

And riren shc says nPlane lfeekn, l{rs. Bode nakeg it
qulte clcer shc neanE Catallna l{Eek. For one of the
Bodeat chlc! pleasures ras to chuff out to the Cat i-n
thelr launch.

Thc Cetallrra crosslngs of the India'n Ocea'n fron
Pcrth to Colobo - a dlstance of 3r50O niles - during
the nar y€erg yas e saga never bcfore or Ejnce equal]cd
ln airllne operatlon.

Ttrc epie f,Liglrts gtartcd ot July 7 t 191+3, and ter-
nlnated in 1945.

The Cetallnaa ycre l-eeged fron the AuslrElran e'ov-
ernncnt and retained their trf registraticra. Their
course res gtr.ided by celeetlal navlgatlon since nradio
gilencCr rae thc order of the day.

Tbc Catalfuas nere chrietqred rith the nar€s of the
stars by rhlch checks rere takcn.

NIGAL STIB, SPICA STIR, ATTAIB STA8, IEGA STAE ANd
AlfllAEES 9!AB; carried 8 p8yload of only 1,000 lbs . . .
a prccious cargo of VIPtg - tbere rere usua$r three
palrseag.rs - and additimal petrol in tbe huIL for thc

Jr[l-l\J(r - IYOZ
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Iee, Ncw Gr.laca, 27 AugUet 1958. Qa,ntas nQ6lr'lln4n
I4I-E!O nade the fagl t4ta'lina fltght ln Ner Qrinee nho
it uas fenled fron Port Morcsby to Isc. (photo - Qaatae)

J-ong fligtrt, thc logest regularly flown scctor in air-
15rte history.

Crossilg tlnes averaged bctvecn 27 sd 28 houre,
and rhen eonditj.ons rerc unfavourable - nad.nn fllSbt
tines of 31 hours Jl nlnutce rverc recotded.

As slngle engl.ne pcrforrancc a'ss |trtf6d to ?9r50o
Ibs., the surrdval of the Catalirtas depended npon tro
engine op€ratlm tor thc fLrst tcn hours of flldtt.

Meteorologicaf advice was also conflned to forecastg
on loca1 w€athar ccnditions at elther qtdr ro thst ir-
tenilediate reathcr ras acccpted ae sc@e rhat rnayn.
Iater a nMetn officc uas sct up at Cocoe Islandr to be
uscd crly ln exbrene need.

The falth uhlch grew trip by trlp ln tbc dependa-
biltty of the Catatlnag ls cxplained by the faci thet
only o one occaglon was lt n€cessar7 to featber 8D gB-
ginc, and this happcned after l-and was rcecbcd.

Captaln Lcw lmbrosc, ln his nhlef Ortllne of Indlao
Occan Opcratiqrgnr glves an i.rrdlcatlo of rhat thc pea-
scnger accomodatiqr rras llke.

trldhen the aircraft were flornr to Sydncy lor firel
tank convcrslonl narry cha^nges x€re Bade. Tro bunks Elre
fitted on the lcft side of this conpart'nent rrhlle tbrce
Enplre Boat - type chairs rere fitted faeJ.ng atbrart-
shlps or the right side.

nThe flocr vas built up ln the blister conpat*taant
and the lavatory establishod in the rcar conoart'nent.
Iater, ve uerc ablc to f1t a two-elsent elcctrlc stove
on rh5.ch tea vae bnered and soup heated.

hThc food contaiacrs were moved into thc bUster
coryartnent a,nd the Sccond Officcr uas responslble for 

^
alJ- feeding arrangoEents, and a verT fair Job be uade of
it, toot

nSalads nith chicken and cbcsse, biscuits, cakc and
chocolate helped to satlsfy the dcnands of burgcr. lhc
Iotg nlgbt hours rere {nFrovcd by poticts of hot soup,
tea or coffee.

rFlying suits, wool-Iincd boots and blankcts f,erc
provided for each passeng€r, and reading nattcr belpcd
to keep borEdom at bay.n

Each passengcr waa given an illustratcd ccrtiflcate
antitling hltu to nenbershlp j,n the nRarc and Sccret Or-
der of thc Double Sunrisen, renlnding hin he had bcen
airbornc for more 1"ban U hours.

nALr trevellers today becme accugtued to unusual
crpori-ancesrn eald Captaln Anbrose, nbut those xho bavc
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IIH-EAX ras operatcd by Qantas over the &rst1a'lian-
Pacific Islsnds on rcgularly gchedulod sernice fron 1947.
It had tro Pratt & Wtrltney R.I830-92 engines of 1050 H.P.
and cnrissd at appro:dnately 120 nph. In long fligbts
lt could carry 28 passeng€rs and for the shorter N*
Grinea operatlone its high density loadi-ng was /a{ pas-
sengers. (Photo - Qantas)

AANIA'

VIi-EBC came fron the faetory
in early l4ay 1959 r the thlrd
of eeven Model 707re for
Qantag. Actually these were
the shortened 707-138ts. -EBC
was sane registry as the
ISLAND CHIEFTAII{ Catalina de-
gcrlbed bclor. In the rear
are the flrst Bnanift 7O7-2N,
American 707, Qantae VH-BB,
a^nd tho flrst FAC 7O7-4n.
(Photo - Boeine)

A typical scene in the South
Paoific operatlons btr Qantast
Idcek\y ca]'ls vere nade at
various island stoppirg poirts
snd the pegsrengers and cargo
uere transferred to and fron
shorc by soaLl boatg. Beauti-
ful cl-oude werc indi-cative of
the rarn brnid'cUlate.
(Photo - Qa,ntag)

nade the Indlan ocean crosslng nay rcst secure in the
lorovledgo that thelr brotherhood rrill ahrays be fer !1
nunber.ll

Crews operatlng m the Indian Oceen route wele 6l-
titled to wear the olong Ranger gold star on thcir uni-
forn Jaekets.nI was flrst offlcer on the last Indisn Ocean Ceta-
lina flight 5:r July, I945;t said Tcd Fea1, nor a Statls-
tlcs clerk il Qantas House, n0aptalrt John Shields lras
skipper.n

The years have softened the nenorieg of thosc Indlan
Ocean flights for Ted.

He rsmcmbcrs the heavy flying suits, the tansiol
thc trdcad rcckonlng!, thc strong rlnds tbat nadc it ncc-
essary for the alrcraft to fly at 2r0OO feet on the
westbound run, where lt ras hot and bumpy...tbe east-
bound run, nhen flight was made at J.OrOOO to 121000 fcet
to catch the benefit of tail winds.

Up hcre ths crery suffered fron lack of o:rygen, and
exLremc cold. Thc aircraft was not heated.

Host clearly of aIL, he renerabers the people canied.
The generals 4nd sdni r4]s and alr c@odores on their
way to rar, the nwagsn and nhard casesn vho brlgbtencd
the long trip, the Ctrinesc IIP and his fani]y Hh6s.
crossing sped then to assassination, thc rnan whosc claj.m
to posterity was the inauguration of thc first hrs route
across the Sahara desert.

The five Indian Ocean Catalinas wer6 scuttlod at thc
end of the war under tho Lend-Lease agrecncnt. @

Qgln'l'lrlss, betneen 1943 and 1945, flew 2Tl trips on
the Indlan Ocean service.
_ Between 1947 ana L950 Qantas bought scv6n Catellnas.
@ Australian based Catallnas operalcd serv:ices to
FlJi, Iord Horc and thc Ner Hebridcs.

@ Registratlons G-AGFM, C-AGEI, e-AGI3r C-AGID and
C-AG$. Soon aftcr the SPICA STAR, a Csrsolldated
PBY-5, cmcnced the trang-Ocean service scrlous
fuel l-eaks devaloped in the lntegral ring tanks and
attcnpts to re-seal the tanks were unsuccessfuJ- up
to the ternination of Catalina operations on thc
Indian Ocean. Satlsfactory tanks repa5-rg rere fi -
na{y accoplished ln 1945 at Sydney and the cabln
interior ras improved to lncrease passenger seatlng.
The terns of the Lease-L€nd Agreenent ncre 5-nvokect
however, rithout the aircraft havlng ertered servicc
operations rith the new agreernent, and it was scut-
tled at sea jn f946. It had nade 6 crossings of the
Indian Ocean beginning irt 1944. Total f\ying tlnc
is wrlmown. Register C-AG(S.

@ Rcglstratlons VH-EAW, VH-EAX, VH-EBA, VH-EBB, VH-EBC,
TH-EED and Yll-EBU.
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Bctrecn 1947 srrd 1951 they carrled ?,223 passengcrs,
and flew 5,9?O'5OB pasEetlgg nlLcs.

On l{ay 3Qt l9l+9r CataUna operatlons bcgan frotc Port
Moresb;r rtth the l{eat Coast Serrricc. Captain Hugh Blrch
and Fllrst Offlccr (nov Captain) Ross treadgold op€rat€d
thc ccrvice. In October, 1949, they ucrc Joiled by
Captain Rroddy Fox and First 0fflccr (nor Captal-n) Ron
Boberts.

Bctyco 1949 and 1958 Ner Grlnca Cate flw ]'21427
hours, JJar753r398 passenger nllca, and upliftcd 541259
palrcngcr!, and,71357 shori tdts.

Cblcf Pllot for Ner Grirtea, Captain Phil Oakley' has
r€nt dorn I ohort blstory of tho aircreft whlch nade thc
flnal {LlSht - VII-EB.

liho this al,rcraft ras acccpted frm the RA.IF ear\y
lrt 1951, 614 bourg 1O rdnutes bad bcen logged. the Ccr-
tillcetc of Alr-rortblnesa wag slgned out on April 24 bI
Baec Inspector Jack hince. (Jack lc non Area Etgl-ncer,
tfq 6rinea.)

VH-ES arr{vcd ln l{oresbt ut l4zy 22. Itc firat acr-
vlce, on b.{a'y 3Ot ras oporatcd by Captain hed{y Fox,
rith arginccr Tq ltltchclf. Itg route uas Abau, Samaralt
Do Boyac, llLuoa, Dc Boyne, Sanarai, Erat llap losula,
Ioodlsr*, $mr4l, Abaur back to Morcab;r.

EE[) sav c€rvlcc tbrougbout thc icllnds.
It rac a boon to outatations, and lsolatcd coastal

plentatlcrs, and lts rcgc'ue niasions xnrc Dumeroult.
ProbsbJy the rcgt cvcntful ncrcy f11gbt of EBD res

i! 1952.
A DCA Drover cn routo fron l{swalc to l{ootc bad

ditcbcd 1n tho scs near Bat IaLand at I p.u' on Aprll
16. The port propcllcr had shearod and stnrck the fuse-
Iagc.

Ptlot Clemle B. Hlbb€rt scrlously lnJured hls left
foot. A pasearger, T. P. Dnrr7, who ras algo e qua]{-

pe -- ql

ficd pilot, draSScd Hlbbert out of the pllotrs chair and

nade a succogsful dltctdng.
The alrcraft gank soon after ditching, and thc

three occupants, Ilibbert, Drury and l{aJor L. J. Sheedy;
got clear and lnflated thc dinghY.

It was a brlght noonliglrt ni8ht. Sonc hours aftcr
thc dltcbing a Qa,ntas DCl, rrnder the comand of Captaln
l{ax I\renlo, honcd on the Gibson C'lrI signals end fired
the poaitio of the dlnCbY.-Captain hed{y Fox, asslsted by Rtrg! Offlccr Ko
t{ontagu and Erglneer 0ffLccr Ton Ultche}I, flc at
I?,OOO feet frou Port Morcaby across thc Highlande to
Bai Island, 85 nilea S.tr. of l{onote ln thc Adnlrelty
Iglandg. Thcy landed ln the oPen Eea negr Bat Is1and
Just after flrat tight.

A larnch plcked up the thrce mcn and took tha out
to the Catalina. They vent aboerd et 6.30 aour on

April 1?r and soon after that rcrc eofortably ta bed
at Port l{orcsbY bosPltel.

The Caiallnas, and the nen uho flcr tha, bavc vrlt-
tcn thelr orm storT ln the anna,la of Australle and tbc
Paciflc lelands - a tele of corragc, fortltude and ca-
durance, o! sturdy, rurglamorous pla,nea vhlch did tbe Job
ogected of theo, of fearless, stoutb€arted ns nbo fleu
the hlgh s€alt and the norntalng of Nqr Srlnea, who sat
thclr kiteg dorn in ahark-lnfcgted rater to rcssuo dis-
trecg€d narLners - and thoWht of baLr-ralat.ng e4er1-
Enc€s as being rall- ln a dayr6 rorkn.

They rerc qrrlte a cobilnatlqr. lbe mcr and the
planea. The people of Ner Grl,nea nlLI roabcr tho
ahrays.

Nwer, nodcrrr alrcraft rdth grcatcr spced and norc
cofort are planned for the Terr{toriang, but they nay
ncver have thc saee heart+a,rrning appeal of the nOLd

Catn.

VH-EBC - ISI,AI{D $TI3FIAII

TTact Boelng-Carrds PEAB-2B.

Serial $o.: Aroerican - 351185
British - JX-551

garicer Operatcd for Qantas incl-ude:

Port Xorcaby to Saoaral
|' l| n RabeuL
|r It n Rritl
i n t Kikori, plus charLcr &lgbts.

thlr Atrcralt rea pnevlously owned and operated by f. R.
Cerpanter of Carpantcr Alrllne undcr the rcglstretior
of Vll-llfl. frc purcbaac date of thle &ircreft Yag

3lrt Dcccabcrr 19118.

Alrcrafb Hourg alnce ncr as at 15 Novcober L957 - 6500.
Alrcraft Hours slnce prrchase by Qantes as at 15
Novobcr L957 - 5333.

NT.EM - ISI,AIID PATROL

$pc: Boelng-Csnads PB2B-28.

Scrla1 No.: Anerican - UQ59.
British - JI{41.

Scrrrlces opsratcd for Qantas jnclude:

Port ldorcsby to Senarat
tl It n Eabgul
n n |r &rl-n
r r n Klkor{, plur charter flights.

Thls Aircraft ras previoue\y oured and oP€r8ttd by thc
Royal Australlan Alr Force rrndcr thc registratlon nsrk-
lnga ol A24-371. Ttre purehasc datc of thts alrcraft
ras 12bb JLly, 1949.

Aircreft Houra glnce aEv aa et Nov€ubcr Ut L957 - l$63.
trlrcraft Hours gince purchase by Qentaa as at Nov€nbcr
t5, L95? - 3949.

Nln{sEns oil lgE RocKs

The'ltttlc stopovcr placc }orom as Hcndovcr, Utah,
ls tbc lest plece to purchaec fuel before the long, hot
rldc acroes thc salt fLats of Great SaIt Lake. Thc
rocka north of thc litt1c vl11age contajn the only scen-
cr.xr rorth r@coberlng. 0n thegc rocks houever, arc
hlstorlcal nrnbers and wordlng. Iou see Wendover AFB,
though nor loag slnce abandoned, rras oncc tbe tralning
ground of nunerous b@bardn€nt equadrons of thc MI'in
lforld l{ar I[. Arterprlsing and spirC.ted members of
thesa squadrona Journcyed to the rocks and palntcd
thclr equadron nunbers on thc rocka. Thesc nunbers
atlll erdgt today and havc dcfled the cffortg of tine
and roathcr to crasc their scrawled letterlng. By tra-
dltlon, a aquadronrs ntnbers wero not supposcd to bc
pa5rttcd thcrc on thc rocks until they were rcad;r to

sParilc - 1962

novr ovgrsEag to thc cmbat theatrc.

INIERESTING AERONAUTICS

?hc USAF has a blg stlck in the fom of the SAC

rlngs. Horcver, ln the vlclnlty of Colorado Sprlngs,
Colorado, bonc of thc Air Dcfenec Comandr the IDC oc-
cupl-es nuch of the nLnds of thc alr qinded citlzenry.
Thc local gentry aro proud of ADC and its fwrction. In
Chcycnne Mountaln, the ADC 1s having a new headquarters
constructed lnto the nountainsidc that ls practlcally
nuclear bonb,-proof. To connenorete thc role of ADC, an
F-91C Rfghter, nd obsolesccnt ln the ADC, 1s perched
on the top of Pikcts Peak ncerby, norc than I4r@0 fcct
hlgb. Ttris fighter is a mdrument to thc rolo of ADC.
It ls appropriate that lt ie resting at altltude.

Cc,ntributed by Willis L. Nyc, Hayward, C8lif.


