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AIR S ERVICE RE UN ION
Photo€Faphs courtesy of Herbert M. i{ason, Jr., Associate Editor, True }lagazine

The first reunion to which al-1 combat veteranrs of
the U.S. Air Service were invited was a long time in
coning. Though there have been annua] reunions of many
individual A.S. units, some of wh:ich have met each year
si-nce WWI, there was never a reunj-on of the entire
group of United Stales airten who actually served over
the lines fu 1918. The tern Air Service is itself ex-
clusive, since it became so isronn in 1917 and was cha'nged
to Air Corps a decade 1ater. And the total number of
American conbat veterans who served irt the air in a
front-line outfit, either U.S. or other Al-lied, is sraIl
-- less than 2500r and this includes those who were in
the dlrect service of our Allies.

This rewlj.on started jn New Iork City, late jl 1960.
This JOURNAL carrid a report on the sroall gathering of
airnen rrho checked into the Eastern Air Ljles Headqtrar-
ters on 2 Decenber 1950 (Sunner 1t61, pp. I52, L53.)
The ren wer'e there at the request of Royal Frey, then
chief of the Research and Reference Branch of the Air
Force Museum, and Capt. .{tvin Iork, also of the Museum.

The neeting was directly sponsored by Eddie Rickenbacker,
Reed ChambJrs and Douglas Ca,npbel1. In additj-on to the
honored guests there were Herb Mason, Jr., Associate
Editor oi True l4aeazjne' warren Shipp and James 'i. ('tohn)
Sloan, Dlrectors of the A.A.H.S.

The punpose. of the gathering was to aid the Museunt

in id€ntifying the men shown in gome three hours of mo-

tion picture ii:.n of Air Service activities, brought
there by Frey and Capt. York. Houever, as the day wore
on, and the enthusiasm grer,, someone suggested that thi-s
sn6uta be an annual affair. Royal Frey nas able to
announcer W the end of the day, that a reunion would
be held at Wright-Patterson AFB jrr the fol1o'ring June'

At that poittt your Editor was able to offer the serv-
iceg of Menblr J.J. Smith rho, as we have described be-
fore, has nade a career of findi-ng the present where-
abouis of Air Service veterans. (p We suggested that
J.J. could supply the names of nost of the surviving
A.S. conbat veterans, wh-ich offer Frey eagerly aceept-
ed. Soon after our returrr to Grass Valley, J.J. Snith
went to work and for:vrarried the names of almost 1300 nen
to Frey.

By May 1961 there '','tete !257 invitatlons sent out
announcing the Reunion and Alr Show to be held at
Wright-Patterson on June 24th Lo 27Lh. 336 veterans
attended, and a wonderful tine was had by a1l. 83

letters were returned due to incorrect address or ftun-

(| See nuntapped Sourcestt' JOURNAL of
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knownr, and 31 were marked deceased. Ralph B. Bagby,
of the 88th Aero Sefu. ' was kil1€d in an autornobLle
accldent on h-is I'ay lo the reun-ion. The 135th Aero
Sqdn. (0bservation - D.H.-4fs) had the r:ost represent-
atives present, I? jl all-. And of the 45 active com-
bat squadrons, aIL but the 8th and 155th were represent-
ed.

J.J. $!ith was able to attend, and it is significant
of the respect and esteesr in which he is heldl that nhrn
i-ntroduced at the opening banquet on Saturday, 2) Junet
the entire group of nearly 400 men present gave him a
standing ovation. J.J. describes the reunion thuslyt

rfl arrivod on Friday (norni:rg) and spent a few
ninutes i-n the archives sectJ-on, about 125 filing
cabinets ja"*ed rith lnformation on planes, j:lcIuo-
ing the first requisition for a plane part. They
leve a large assortment of pictures and napsr but I
didnrt e:emine them'

Heretofore the obJeetive of the Museum has been
on the naterial side. I an of the opinlon that you
have aroused their interest in the hu:nan eguation,
touched off at the prirner rermion held in New Yorkt
which resulted in a decigion to attenpt a reunion
at Dayton.

3:257 naaee w€r€..or........ Don Poler and Percy
Hart had also called me and asked for names to send
to the Museum.

I had e:<pected to spend a day il the archives
but the veteians kept coming in so fast tbat I
spent al-l the time naking acquaintances. We

wlre given quarLers i-r: the visJ-ting officersf
building, tvo nen in each roon. John Dean of los
Angeles, and forner member of the 138th Aero Sqdn',
nal ny roonnate. Col. Herbert M. Mason, Sr.r and
CoI. i{erschel MeKee had the adJoi:ring roon' McKee

was frono Escad. 314, md had been a P.0.W., shot
dorn 6 Feb. 1918, and had spent all his tine away
frsr the other prisoners at Munich. I had located
CoI. McKee reeeritly in L.A. at 119th arid Hoover'
He had cut the llsignia fron the first Gertan plane
he shot down, and he took it w'iih hjm to the Museum

where they put :-t on display. McKee and I'bson both
served during WWII iJt England. Masonfs son, BiIL,
Associate Editor of True, covered the eventg at the
reunion rith a photographer. He is preparirg an

rr1ss. on the lafayette Escadrll-le, d[ publish it
nexi Year.

TLe stock quest5-on anong the €Foups was nlChy

haven?t we had a rer:nion before?fr lnd, q96"1 can be
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done to perp.tuate thia event?n Urged on bJr Uascn,

McKee, Dean, and Tarbox of ths 139thr I drew up a
preli-udnary draft for a constitution for euch a-goop. Thlg was on Fridsy aftemoon. I spant Fr1-
day evcning nith Eddle Rickenbacker, Reed Chanbers,
Char}ie DrOliYe' Alton Brody, Liwirgston frv'ing'
A.R. Bnookss Royal hey and UaJ. Bryant. The seas-
lcl lest€d rmtit 1:@ A.M., diecuesi-ng future re-
urdons.

Saturday ras registratim day at the Musetrm for
the A.S. menr and they came ln such drovee it wag

lnposslble to grect theor all as they entered. C€n.
Claytdt Blsaollrs flrst rords, when be came in, were
rtihf cantt we nake thia an annuaL affalr?n I shored
hln the draft of the association whlch seemed to be
rhat he too had jn nind. lfe approeched l'laJ. Bryant
to ask lf the lir Force rould consider haui-ng tho
reunlct as an annuaL affalr" He seaed to doubt
thst thc &rdget Burcau would again approve Euch a
Iarge ercpoditure. lJe reported back to Rlckenbacker
and Chanbere and they tuggested a caucutt be held to
discuss forolng the ectual associatj-dl.

Our flrst banquet, Saturday, was at the l'luseutn.
Thrae bara.quenched the thlrsty veterans. A sort of
pandemoriura relgned untll the l'{.C.r MaJ. Bt'JEnt'
caL1ed the group to orrler and nade introductionE of
the hesident of the Dayto Cha'nber of Comence,
Gan. Frank P. Ialm, Cdt. BanJanin Fouloie, Gen.
Carl Spaatz, and thsr Capt. Rlckenbacker. Frey
alEo received an appreciatlve round of applause, and
introduc€d de. ALt that came out of re nas, rI
thank each of you for this honor you have accordcd
me aad share lt equally with those who are es dEserv-
ing of as much credlt as you have giVen ne.t As f
note to you before, you wEre the cr1y qre rrho hacl
glven rccognition to tho lndiridual member of each
oonbat squadron.

Rlckenbacker t,hm nade a short apeech and
announccd there ras a natter of bwiless at hand. He
appolnted Gsr. BisseIL as tmporary chafu:nan, rho ir
tura appolntcd nc ae tenporarT sbcrotary. BlsseIL
then read thc proposal for the creat{qr of the aasoc-
itetlon, and thc canstitutidr and b;r-laur, rhlch
werc adoptcd.

A glate of directorc was ncelnated: Rickcnbacker,
Hssc11, SeraLL, Vaughn, Brooks, Igw and lnes. Up

Jurnped Role,nd lfed (99th)i nI rant an obaerrrer on
tbls boald. It ee@E dart furmy that oly pllots
rere nancd to nrn thig outflt.rr &lsgell asked hin
to nane an obcenrer and he sald, nI rant ry good
frlerd, ll,arrT L. l{lagate, of Pclba,nr Ceorgie, to
a6rvc aa a dlrector.tr lllngate agreed to eerve.
It ras tben digcovcr€d tbst l{ingpte nas not an ob-

server, but a pilot. In the uProar a^nd hiJ-arlty
that fol-loned loneone noved that the neetjrtg ad-
Journ.

Thw the business neeting closed, and lt seens

Just as rell that it ended that rayi so tranJr $ore
6pposed to an associattqr that ror:ld be l:lqlted to
ccabat unlts only. As you lorow, therc uare nany
fine aviators rotal-ned at the tralrnhg baseg ir thc
U.S., France and Ergla.nd.

After the dlnner we had tlne to becoe rescquan
qr:alnted reith forner ccnrades, and I forrnd nany rrlth
ricn I had correspotded. It rag a great pr'lve1ege
to neet !o nany at one pLece and tine.

6ruday luncheon ues gerv€d at the ciYll:lan c1ub.
Johnattan Ujlters lras Dl.C. and did an excellent Job
i:nitating the err}laust sorxrds of narlv types of PJ,anes'
'Brgsee then took us to the ffight line for the Alr
Show. They aaid over 2OO,00O peopJ'e had coe to the
ohor, a,nd partlcularly to see Frank Te'l'lnan, Charles
G€bhart, CoIe Palen, MaJ. lfu. Redeen, a,nd nBevon

Honard put the o1d pJ-anes through sone e:&lbltion
flights. The nThr.mderbirdsrr Save a perforoance aft-
er the froldiesn quit.

Back in the Muser:n re cqrti:rued our e:orolnaticn
of the tiI{I lnsignia and pictures. I tuvited A.A.H.S.
Members Roas Fenn, Hugh lfynne' and Al Kropf to
dlnner at the officerls c1ub, rhere we net rrlth
DiOIive agpin.

0n Monday nornlng they took us again ln busseE
to the SAC base to witnoss a demonatratlcn eoerg-
'€ncy alr reld drlLl. Crens are kept ot 24 hour
alert and the securlty measures at the base are vorT
gtrlct.

A group of us mqt again ln the confersrc€ roon
of the officerst club to dlscuss possible prospeets
of atteopting to create a reunlsr associatldl. B.rt
et the dlinnei that night a proposal to suhtrilt thc
idee to the nen present failed to nateriallze nhst
the banquet progran ras inadvertently teminated
rithout fom..

As for use of the facllitles at the Alr Force
Mus€um aggln ner<t year (1962), lt ls too goon to
erqpect .t'

The above accotmt nas rrrlttcn by J.J. Snlth cr
3 Jrrly 1961. In the iatervening nlne roonths ajrce then
lt has bEccne apparent that the curent nlssion of the
Alr Fccee Mweum does not enconpass such activltlesr as
degcrlbed elsevhere i:r thls lsgue. Furthenr lt noul-d
ae€u that the lfusel:m should not, irtdeed, cannot accept
the persoral records of avlators such ag albuns,
diarles, ordera, etc' See hee. Geoige Hardiers
EdltoriaL on Page 54.

WWI AERO SODN. A.SS@IATION NO{ES

Capt. Neil M. Goen, USAR (Ret)., Secy-Tt'eas. of the
148th Aero Squadron Association naifed out the Associ-
ationts BulLetin No. 32 il December last.

The latest 148th 9fdn. roster lists 151 current
active nenbers and only 12 of the original 253 squadron
personnel not located, a reriarkable record of associ-
ation over the nearly \J yeats since irlWl. The other 1l-0
were reported deceased, either ki1led i"n action or died
since 1918. The names of the 12 unfocated are: (w.ith
city of last address in parentheses)

Benja,nin, Walter R. (Colurobus, 0.)
Bjork}:nd, Arvid T. (Seattle, Wash.) or BJerklund

or Borklund
Hart, Faynond W. (Detroit, [ich.)
Hanls, John (CHnton, Iowa)
HoweII, George L. (Sunbury, Pa.)
May, Willia.ur A. (Watsonvi1le, CaI.)
McNa,nara, Berrrard J. (bfaterbr.rry, Conn.)
OtConnellr Janes (Bryn },lawr, Pa.)
Schon, Harry W. (Cresco, Iowa)

Sosanko, Anthony (Char1eroi, Pa.).
Staudt, Henry E. (Kerrville, Tex.)
A.A,..ti.S. Menbers, beilg so widely spread throughout

the world nay aid il locating some of the above men.
Check local phone directories for sinilar narnes and for-
ward a postcard to either Capt. Goen at 14 Cerdenia St.,
Melbourne, Fla. or Jobn J. Smith at 5714 Rimpau BLvd.,
Ios Angeles 43, Ca.lif.

0ther IliUI Aero Sqdn Associations:
14th Balloon Sqdn: Glen R. Johnson,

3OL2E, Ratm Rd., Da;rton 40, Ohio
Ifth Aero Sqdn: Rodney Wi11iams,

P.0. Box 123, Watertown, Wise.
27th Aero Sqdn: Ray F. Durant, 1237 VersaiLles Ave.,

Ala.neda, Calif.
90th Aero Sqdn., Lela.nd l,l. Carver, 121 Esplanade,

San Cleneabe, Calif.
!8th Aero Sqdn: Joseph lafond, 4248 Washjneton ELvd.,

Chicago, IIL.
139th Aero &1dn: Clarence 0. Paetz, 2630 E.

Newberry Sl., App1eton, Wisc.
'14'lst Aero Sqdn: Arthur R. Dodds,

2010 Garrison Rd., las Cruces, l{.M.
A.A.H.S. JO{JRNAI


