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The 25th

Aero SCdn.
- 5.E.5o's)(Pursuit

By JMES J. SL0AN

,*,

u,\{,}
4.1 ILftt

VETERANS UNORGANIZED

The 25th Aero Squadron assembfed

rpproxiraately 1

The actual conbat peri.od of the United States Air
Service in Horld War I was brief cornpared to that of its
Allies. As we lcrow, the aviation ar:ns of both amy and
navy were exbrenely sme'l't 5 April 1917r and jn spite of
arnbitious clains for rrclouds of airplanesrr and nalaies
of flyerstr soon to darken the skies over Ger':nanyr ihese
did not materialize. It was a long period of frustra-
tion for young men who wanled to get lnto the battle
before it vas over, hampered by lack of equipnent,
trainilg and organlzation.

6) Photo courtesy of Donald S. Poler

SPRING - l-962

for review by Secretary of War Bakcr

uecelnoer ryttl L4i

A part of a snall- Sroup nno cuu 6sv -.Lo actiont
servi:rg i-n the squadrons of the Royal Air Force, were
ihe men of the 25th Pursuit Squadron. The original 20
pilols and all of the gror:nd personnel were corobat vet-
erans, some of r"rhon were in front U-ne service from
March 191-8 on. Brt the 25th Aero Sqdn, as a unit, only
qualified for battle honors by making a flight over the
lines in the last days of the War.

This is ihe story of experienced flyers and ground
crelrr as told W thernoolvesl nYeterans Unorganlzedtr

The fotlow-ing is exLracied from ttThe Second Anny Alr Service Bookfrr
published at Headquarters, Air Service, Second Arny, at Toul, April
1919. Edited by tst Li. Hugo B. fari.638th Aero Sqdn, under the spon-
sorship of Lt. Co1. John F. Curry. LL)

trlisten, my sonr and ItLl tell you what your grandfather did in the
Great War.

The history of the 25th Aero Sqdn, as far as active senrice goes,
ended before it began. That is to say, while tttaxiing outrt to tttake
cfflt the Huns shot the pink Very light indicatingrrFini la Guerrerr,
Nov. 11.

(ZJ uow Co1., USAF (net.), Denver, Co1o.
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Meanwhlle, up on the Britlsh Front, a number of
Anerican nlootenantsrr, who for thc nost part had been
the o1d original ttpenoanentn cadets trajled W the
B.F.C., had been attached to hitish Squadrons and had
becn sltting over the lines givlng a b1t of practicc to
the Gerran nArchlcn as rdell as nou and then putting the
proper a,nount of traccr lnto the proper spot of the Hun.
Mearrwhil-e a1so, the idea had bcgun to percol-ate into
some place jn the Anerica,n Air Serricc, that perhaps
there night be gme pursuit plane aSmost as good as the
fanous SPAD. AJ-so there night be a reason for the Huns
keeping so weIL bchjad their lines above the kitish
Front while elsewhere - wel1, there night just be some-
thing to the machines a,nd the systen uscd by the Royal
Air Force.

Accordingly, sone S.E.5fs, one of the best British
single seaters, r*ere purchased (no, stranger, the let-
ters mean Scout F,:cperimurtal No. 5 and not the directlon
of the wind). The nlootenantstr rere rithdram fron the
British squadrons and after a suffici€nt a.nount of walt-
ing, being tauglrt to fly at Issoudon, learn:ing that the
American non-flying officer was about six tines more jm-
portant than scven British Generals, learnl-ng that a
piJ-ot i-n the American Arqy was Just onc rank under a K.P.,
after aIL those things they final-l.y started ferryirg
their nachlles across fron Englano to forn the 25th Aero
Sqdn.

Thus wae the Gerresis of the twenty-fifth. The early
days of November fourd the squadron at Toul- rrith Beed G.
Ia,ndis, D.F.C., rrith the dizzy rank of Captain, ttDe4n

Poler and nCurl/t Lauer, (stil-I nlootenantstr) as flight
comamders, while the rest of the pilots were strugglS-ng

nNt Flight Crew - (standlng 1. to r.) We1ch, KeILyl
Drake, Uelby (Asst. Crew Chlef), Gilbert, Beattle,
(lcreetLng) Tornsend, Ba1l, Thonpson, Boothnan (Crer,r
Ctrief), l{lllard (Pnoto - Donald S. Polcr altrun)

The Squadron was fl-rst forned at Kel1y Fieldr back in the bal-ry
days of .Iune 191?r rhen Arnerica,n nBattle Pl-anesrr were goon to blacken
the Ger-rnan sky. Wlth a different C.0. cvery few days they srnrng prope
and turrred nonkey wrenchos til1 January 91 1918, when they came over-
seas. [rriving in hgland they were placed under conmand of Lt. Morse
B. Kent and attached to the Royal Flyhg Corps for j-nstruction.

The flrst station was at Ayr, Scotland, at the famous oId B.F.C.
Sehool of Aerial Fighting. While a^rnong the Seotch fo1k, fourtecn of
the men found time to ilduce a Seotch lassie to change hor na,me. If
you donrt belleve with Bobbie Burns, trAu1d Ay.r whan nerr a toon sur-
passes for honest nen and bonnie lasgesrr dontt te1l- it to a nan ln the
Trenty-Fifth.

Or April 23rd, w"ith half the tonn at the traln to sec thcn off' the
Squadron noved to Marske, Ergland, rhere they took over fl-igltts il thc
nenr Royal Alr Force School of Grnnery a.nd Fightlng.

By August 18th, beilg, aceorrii.ng to the R.A.F., a hlgltfy tratned
a.nd exceptionally good bunch of nechanics tbey wcre ritbdrawn fron the
R.A.F. and taken back to the Aneriea,n Arry. Amived ln France, being
highly trained technical men, keen and eagcr, they rere put to unLoad-
ing steel rails and during other fatiguos about the S.0.S.

through thc fog trying to get enough S.E.ts across fro
Bretand to begin work. (What does the D.F.C. stand for?
UelL llsten, Stranger, irr the Royal Alr Forco, after a
pilot has successfully bonbed about a hmdred placee
about a hrmdred nilos bchind the Hun lines or hag done
six or eight hundred houre arfillery observatj-on or con-
tact patrol or shot a dozen or so Huns snd got crcdit
for not less than six, then he gets his first decoratj.on,
the Distinguished Flying Cross. So the ncrrt time you
Eee a little ribbon of four borlzontal bars, bJ.ue and
whitc, under a pair of ri-rrgs, donrt ask if it ls a new
Mexican Service badge. )

Two patrols were actual-ly done by the Squadron, one
by the C.0. on Nov. 10th (sic) and the other next day,
Nov. 3-1th, r,rith a couple of old S.E. nnerchantsrt fron
the 141st and the 17th. (, No Hunsr hoycver, could be
located on either patrol.

Since the be1I rang on Nev. llth, nost of tbe ol-d
pilots including Capt. Iandis have reeeived the nCross
de Oceann.

The forcgoing descriptior of the 25th Aero Sguadron
was done in tnre coJ-lege annual stylc for the n2nd Arrny
Air Service Bookn and conyeys the fl-avor of the tines in
the flippant language of typical American young men. At
that date (the Winter of 1918 -]9) the yormg Eren rerc
bored; the War was over and the unending round of drills,
bad weather, inspections and rcvierrs nade tbc llar seen
something less than deadly serious.

(T) lctuatlyn thc 17th Aero Sqdn. had flown nCamcltn.

ttEF flIlght Crerr -(standhg) Millsl NoI1, Congteton,
Ednards, Kuhlnan, Elshop, (knee]-ing) Choptin, Stevcns,
Cooksoy, F.T.WIIL1'EF, Mc0onnell. Not ghor*r: Roland
(Cror Chief) Ebter (Asst.) - (moto - Poler)
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A fomal portrait - thc offl-
cere of the 25th Aero Sqdn.
about Tha,nkegrving Day, 1tI8.

Front ror - l-. to r.
Po1k, Barksdale, Poler, Iauer,
Iandls (and nl,llkstt), Ilff ,
Mathiessen, Kent, and
Batchelder.

Center row -
Ratrna,n, Crafton, Br::neJ*l,
Wilson, Dl-anond, Ba1drrix,
GarYor, Kidd a.nd Johnson.

Bear row -
Klubock, Boudrln, Jennlngs,
lerris and Bcese

Horever, jn the fj-nal nonths of the War the U.S. Air
Serrice was finally beconing a more experienced organi-
zation in its adninistration. Its pilots had been fight-
ing in Brj-tish and French Squadrons since early Spring.
U.S. Squadrons began to appear as orgenized units in
larger numbers i.n the Sr:nmer, some of then il ti-ne for
the St. Mj.hiel Offensive. As the battl-es of the Meuse-
Argonne approached e:<perience began to te1l and when the
3rd, 4th and 5th Pursuit Groups were for:med they went to
the conbat areas w"ith a significarrt portion of veteran
pilots, and with leaders who were a^nbitious to r5ng up
a record w:ith their new r:nits.

The Tlr-ird Pursuit koup was composed of Squadrons
that had seen considerable action; the 103rd was, of
courae the very first of the U.S. rrnits jn action, hav-
ing been conposed of lafayette Flying Corps nen who

transferred to the Air Serrrice, and the 93rdr 28th, a'nd

213th Aero gluadrons were all assigned to the Front in
August. The 3rd Pursuit Crroup uas headed by Co1.
Williarn Thaw, @) a veteran of the Iafayette Escadrille.

*jo" r veteran of

@ tt. Col. Thaw served for virtually the entire'rJar
ln Freneh aviation and the EscaC. Iafayetter and in the
USA,S. He transferred to the Air Serv'ice as a l'fajor in
February 1918, conmanded the 103rd Aero Sqdn. fron then
until August, when he became C.0. of the 3rd Purauit Gp.
(Ref. Nordhoff & Ha1I, ttThe lafayette Flying Corps.)
6) see t*tWPP'337'
n0n flIight Crew - (standins) Baker, Klinkroth, lake,
McGlire, Burrhan, Clenent (Cre*r Chief), Weideracht,
(kreeline) Connor, Short, Ior:ng (Agst. Cren Chief),
Whlte, Olson. (Ptroto - Poler)

Sergeants - (sta.nding, l.to r.) Likes, Bouscein, Me1by,
Roland, Edrards, Collette, Clement, Iewis, Naylor,
Patrick, Tierney, (lmeeline) hooks, Sprout, Matlock,
Boothman, Newman, ldarks, Kerchner, Yenable, Welch and
Kilbey. (Photo - Po1er)

HeadquarLers Staff - (I.to r.) Ritchey, Rethneyer,
l,ieman, F.S.WiU-ians, Brennen. ALL identifications of
gfound personnel were rnade by Mr. R.M.Co'llette, the
lst Sergea.nt of the 25th. (Photo - Poler)



Carpenters, l{achinists, ifelders, Riggers, (front 1. to
r.) Draper, Cobry, Chri-stian, hooke, Kercher, Marks,
Venable, Ierise (secqrd) Hughes, Viau, Orlaughlin,
Dclore, Mil}er, G"O.kunstad, Corcoran, (rear) Millard,
Bennett, O.C.kunstad, Sheley, lfelsh, I(ahrt, and
Morrlssey. (Photo - Poler)

the Iafayettc flLying Corpse had cornnanded the 13th Acro
Squadron and, on 25 October, 1918, he anived at Toul-
Aerodrme to take charge of the 4th h:rsuit ftoup. The
headquarters staff of the 25th and l4lst Squadrons wore
already i-n place. The 5th Air Park arrived m the 31st.
Trr thc first week of Novenbcr, the 17th and 148th Aero
Squadrons C5), both of which had been fightilg as organi-
zed American oquadrons under the direction of tho Royal
Air Force si-nco July, anived but without machlnes. The
141st had its $.f,.lsts but the 25th, though it had sone
S.E.lats ava11ab1e, was r*ithout pilots urtil the last
weck of the Uar.

UsJor Kirbyrs 5th Pursuit Group, coroprised of the
41st, 138th and 6381h Aero Squadrons vas in the process
of getting to action, but few of j-ts pilots did so as
menbcrs of the 5th P.G. Major Kirby, though, shot doun
thc last eneny aircraft of the War on Nov. llth.

@ for history of the l4$ih Aero Sqdn. see JOURNAL of
A.A.H.S., Vol. d, No. 4 (winter L959), pp. 253-264.

Cooks and K.P. - (front 1. to r.) StoUar, Batsford,
Wise, Morley, Fray, Kenney, (second ron) Bur, Carloo,
Iangley, Pennington, Sprague, (rear) Fb;re, Iafhrer,
Ambroslo, Baker, Kistler, l{artley and Kildel. (loter)

Lrmorers - (l.to r.) Su]-llvan, I\ffy, Parker, Kilbey,
CaldrelJ-, Oriccllo, Tachls, and (lmeeltng rith grrns)
ShiILer. Both types of guns were fro S.E.5a, the
Vickers air-cooled 3O caliber and th€ Leris drun type
30 caL. (Photo - Poler)

The official history of the 25th Aero Squadron is contained i-n the
nGorrell Reportrr irl the National Archives, Wastr-i-ngtonrD0. It is
entitled rrThe Firial Report of the Ch-icf of the Lir Serrricerf and was
filed by General Mason M. Patrick irt 1919. It was conpiled ruder the
direction of Col. Edgar S. Gorrell, hence its unofficial title. The
25tn-rs history r+as written j-nto the record by Capt. Reed G. Iandis. It
has been reproduced here in parb, with asrnotations and rearrangenent by
this author.

On or about May Jth, I9I7, a detail fron the Jrd
Aero Squadron, which r*as then located at the old Avia-
tion Field near Fort Sann Houston, Texas, was sent to
KeIJ-y Field to erect tents for the Pirst Provisional
Recnrit Reginent. A sufficient number of tents were
soon erected to perudt the designation of Conpany
streets alphabetically; what is now the 25th Squadron
(nrrsuit), being quartered in Row G. On May 10th,
the first fornation was he1d, in charge of Sergeant
Duffey.

Betreen then and the niddle of June, the men of
Lfue G nent through the usual recruit training, a
nrinute allowance of drilL and a large portion of fa-
tlgue, such as digging ditches, latrines, excavatlng
for road-buildlng, erection of wooden barracks and
sone guard duty, ehiefly for educational purposes.

In Jrme Linc G beca.ne the 20th Squadron and about
a weck afterward was changed to the 2!th Squadron.

rrrnediately after signing t,he first payroll, cqulp -
ment of various kinds of clothing was issued, i-n-
cludi-ng rifle-scabbards, rifle belts and rifle am-
mun:ition, but no rifles.

About July Ilth, the C.0., Capt. Clark, flew an
old Curbiss RE-2 (sic) fron the old Aviation Ficld,
a^nd par'ked this machjae at the head of the Cmpany
strect, and classes were held in cngine repair and
rigging, using this nachi.ne as a nodo1. @

In rrid-Septenber several crews from the 25th
Squadron wcre sent over to the steel hangars to takc
charge of some JN-lr.1t" and LWFrsr which wsre flying
daily in Ke1ly Field f1. The Squadron was noved to
new quarters and assigned ha^ngars in KeILy Fi.eld, #2t
but continucd to handle LliFrs and JN-/*.11tr ln Ficld #1,
which becane the Solo Elylng Fic1d. After this, the

(7) Curtiss B-2, forerrmner of the JN-4 ruamyw.

A.A.H.S. JOURNAL
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LWFIs vrere disposed of and about ten Jl'l-fDts were
iaken over in plaee of them.

The Squadrcn was finally ordered to proceed to
the Avietion Concentration Camp, Gardcn City, Long

Island on December 2?th under Lt. Walter J. Seaborn
as C.O. They were wel-comed there with zero weather,
and assigned to steanheated barracks, whose stean
coils had broken two nighls prerious, flooding the
f1oor, and causing the barracks to look nore like alt
artificial- skating rink than quarters for an Anerican
soldier.

Between January 4th and 8th, every effort was
nade to outfit this Squadron for overseas, but with
very poor success, there bellg no Quarterrnaster Sup-
plies avai-J-ab1e, though Ordinance and Signal Corps
Sunplies were received. Lieuts. C€orge G. Dixon,
t'toiiis E. Pierson, @ Harrnon c. Rorison, Joseph F.
Seymour, Claude F. Voltmeyer, E. H. lIurphy, Charles
Monroe, and R. H. Molthan were assigned as Flying
Officers.

Or january 9th the Squadron narched from Garden
City, entrained, and went to Hoboken and embarkirg on
the S.S. CARI-IANIA. Unfortunately, owi::g to lhe regu-
Iations then fui vogue, nobody was perrnitted to get
that one last look at the Statue of Liberty which had
been the heiebt of arnbition of the whole Squadron
since the early part of December when their first
orders for overseag duty were received. After an un-
eventfuL voyage, the CARI'1L\IA docked at Liverpool,
Drgland, on January 23rd. They entrained for Ronsey,
frrg., arriving at the Arnerican ItRest Canpx there
after dark, in fact Just in tjme to draw blankets;
after wtr-ich they were assigned to tents. Six weary
days were spent i-n this rest camp, chiefly devoted to
gettiag warn. The nost imporbant event witich took'
place at Ronsey was the receipt of December pay,
which Lt. Seaborn had thoughtfully secured at Cerden
City, before departure.

Practical-fy all of the officers were transferred
to other duty and Lt. Morse B. Kcnt assigned as Com-
nanding Officer, rith j-nstructions to proceed rith
the Squadron to Ayr, Scotland. This was probably the
nost eventful trip that any of the Squadron had under-
taken, as it neccssitated not onJ-y changing cars en-
route to london, bnrt also several trips through the
London Tubes, going froro one station to another. the
tubes were filled to overflowing with wonen and
children, who had taken shelter thcre through fear of
a5.r raids, there havlng been Hun ai-r raids the two
prewious nlghts. Fortunately, the conductor of the
Edinburgh traja was good-natured and held the trajn
flfbeen nJrlutcs, and the Journey was continued from
kindon to Ayr according to schedul-e. They were weI-
cmed by two Scotch Officers, the Adjutant and Assist-
ant Adjutanl of the #1 School of Aerial Fighting,
Capt. Keith Marshall and Lt. McNaughton (R.A.F.), and
assigned to quarters in the Newton Park School, of
Concrete and stone construction, one of the public
schools taken over by the British War Ministry.

MaJor Callahan, R.A.F., the Cosmandant of the
School, declded that four days were none too nuch in
which to accustorn the nen to the climate, hebits and
custons of the Scotch people, so that no work was as-
signed untll- February Ath,

After a couple of weeks of work on the field,
durfug wtrich time everything done \i an Asrerican
nechanic waa exanlned, picked to pleces, and com-
nented on, the Brltish officers and nechanics r,{Ere
convlnccd that the 25th rlas perfectly capable of do-
lng the work which they underlook, and ttre men were
aasigned to diffcrcnt flights and groups with their
own flight Sergeants, but Brltish flight scrgeants
stll1 continued to be ir charge. While at thjs

school, the Squadron handled practically all types of
the British scout. planes, Sopwith rrPupsrf, rtOamelsrrr
rrsE5atsr, rfDolphi-nstt, ltsPADslr and a Hun trAl_batrosrl

which was sent there for inslructional purposes.
About March 1st, ttptt Flight was forrLed, in charge

of Lt. DeBr:rghe, composed entirely of A,nerican ne-
chani,cs, with SSt. Kercher acting as Flight Sergeant.
Lat,er Sgts. Etter and Roland, who had been actj-ng as
Flight Sergeants for American nechanics only, were
given charge as Flight Sergeanls of both American and
British mechanj-cs in their flights. About l:'{,arch 2OLh,
Sgt. l,larks rvas made Flight Sergeant of boih Amerj-can
and British Mechanics in his flight. Transporl and
Shop nen and the tron-technlcal m6rnbers of the Squadr
ron were assigned io their customary duties and, fo-
gether with the men jrr the flights, made such a good
showing that when the 25th was ordered from Ayr to
Marske-by-Sea, Colonel Reese, then Comnandant, post-
poned all flying for that mornlng, paraded the R.l.C.
mechanics, borrowed the brass band fron the Royal
Scotch Fusiliers, and acconpanied the Squadron to the
Station.

On April 23rd the 25th left the School of Aeri.al
Fightj-ng to report to #2 School at Marske-by-the-Sea.
Oring to the scarcity of British mecharics, a large
raaJority of the work feIL on the American nechanics,
and as they contilued with their usual good workr i-t
seerned as though they would never be relieved for
overseas service.

A baseball tea,n w-as organized and played a nunber
of ganes r+ith other Squadrons 1n the neighborhood,
rrrinning some and losing so!tre, as is usually the way
ln our nati-onal gaure. On July {th, this Squadron was
the guest of the City of Middlesbrough for.the cele-
bration of thal day, playing a basebaLl ga,ne jrr the
aftertroon with No. 47 SSdn. (R.A.F.), unfortrrnatety
losing by a scorc of 1 to 0 jr the n5-nth inning.

0n August 3rd, the School had a Field Meet, en-
tries belng British air mechanics and Anerican mechan-
ics of the 25th Aero Squadron a^nd the ?th Bricklaying
Squadr.on. The 25th picked up all the valuable prizes
and about three-fourths of the points. &r the sane
date i-nstructions were recei-ved to prepare for de-
parture to France on August fthr and on that date
this Squadron left for Winchester. They fully ex-
pected to leave for France the follorj-:ng norning, but
the Chennel r.ras suddenly closcd and were unable to
leave until August 15th.

At Romoranti-n the Sguadron went back to the sa.noe

class of work which they had had at KeILy Field Just
€rn even year before, ten hours of fatigue duty a day,
unloading steel from cars and placing it in piles,
and conti:rued this l'rcrk until Septenber 15th, when
they departed for Colonbey-1es-Be1les. They arrived
at Colonbey Septenber 18th, and were assigned to ca.lo-
ouflaged huts at the Airdrone.

Or Soptcrnber 25th Lt. Reed G. Iandis was assigned
as C@nandi:rg Officer and Lt. Morsc B. Kent as AdJu-
tant by Squadron 0r'rier. Septeurber 23rd, 1918, lst
Lts. PauJ. V. Burwell, John C. Rorison, Donald S. Poler
and Clai-r R. Oberst reported to tho Sguadron ao Fly-
lng Officers.

The enl-lsted persomel hadr during their ti-nc jrt
Engla,nd, gatned csrsiderable experlence In the handl-
lng of S.E.!rs, and aIL were delighted when the 25th
was plcked to be thc first Anerican Squadron equipped
rlth frrgLishaade S.E.5rse fitted rrith Anerican-built
Hlspano-Suizo englnes. These nachiles wcrc being as-
senbled in Srgland, at Birrninghan and Coventryr a'nd
the Conanding Officer, the four flying officers al-
ready assigned, and eight other Ergf-tsh traired S.E.5
Pil-ots were sent to &rgland to ferry these ships
across the Clrannel to the American Air Acceptance
Park #1, Or1y, Francc, and fronn thcre to the Front.
This work did not proceed as smoothly as hoped for,
because of clinatic conditions, and because of delay@ tt. Piereon later became C.O. of the 9Oi,h Aero

59fu. , (Observation).

JTKII\L - LYO'
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in delivery of the nachi:res in Engla116, arrd the Com-

manding Officer reburned to the SquadrorL on october
19th, aft.er having flown one S.E.5 as far as Orly,
where it was held for overhaul, thorough exan-inai-ion
and equipped with armanent.

Upon his return Lt. Ia.ndis found he had been pro-
rnoted by S.0., C.H.Q., A.E.F., to rank of Captain.

On October 24th, 1918, the Squadron moved from
Colonbey Airdrorne to the Secand Pursuit Group Fie1d,
Toul, where it was made a portion of the new Fourth
Pursuit Group, Second Ar:qy. This nove was consum-
naled jl notor tnrcks, and pernaneni quarters were
available at Toul-. The 1AJ"st Squadron was already
operating over the hrtes, but the 25th Squadron had
had no nachines delivered and a].l of its available
pilots were stlJ-l on ferry duty, so that the nexL ten
days were put i-n polJ.cirrg up lhe Canp, gettJ-ng very
confortably settled, and hopjng for the early arrival
of eguipment and flyers.

0n November 1st, the first S.E.5 was delivcred to
the Sluadron, and on Novenber Vtd, a second S.E. cane
in. From that date, trntil the last of November, the
machines uere delivered, urtil the fuII complenent of
twenty-one had arrived.

0n Novenber 10th, Capt. lanriis made the first
flight ov6r the ljrtes for the Squadron with llajor
Biddle, C.O. of the Fourth Rrrsult Group, in a hwrt-
ing erpedition in front of Metz. No enemy aircraft
were secn, but this patrol qualified the Sluadron as
an actuaL servj-ce unlt operating at the Front. Thus
Lhe 25Lh Sguadron completed its war-time flfing. No

ene!ry aircraft was see!'I, no bombs dropped and no
rounds flred as a Squadron.

Soon after this other flyl-ng officers began to
arrive. Lts. Donald S. Foler, W. W. Iauer, and F. E.
Luff, were appointed F1ight Comuranders, and by
Decenber tlle roster was nearly cornplete.

Lt. Crafton was assigned as Operations Officer,
and iwrediately took over the handli-ng of the Mess
and the arrangernent of entertainnent for the Squadron.
A Squadron Rest Room was fitted up for the nen and an
organization loown as the ltD<Lraorriilary &rtertal-nersrl
forrned, for the purpose of entertaj-nnents, jazz band,
etc., and nusical jrstrunents for the band were se-

Thus ended the official. history as it appears in the
National Archives of the United States. But this is not
the entire story for alrnost the entire organization,
pilots and crew alike, consisted of veterans who had
seen combat from almost April 1p18, as early as the 94th
Aero Squadron.

0ther recorris i-n the l'btional Archives concernj-ng
the corobat servlce of the 25th Sqdn. personnel are very
sparser The Ii'st of enerry aircraft destroyed shows 13
confi:med victories for only Iand:is, Brr*rell and Poler,
yet the Correll report states, irt effect, that there
rere closer to thirty, and Freddie Luffrs total of 5

cnerqr eircraft is not m€ntioned although he received the
D.F.C. for his scor€. British records are either non-
existent or inaccessible.

A lLsting of the eonfirmed rrictorles of the men of
the 25th Squadron is given in the Gorrell Report, Series
B, Volurne Il , Page 41.

Pilot
Poler
Landis
Iandis
Burwell
Iandis
Iandis
Iandi.s
PoIer
Iandis
Poler
Iandis

cured from the Red Cross j-n Paris, through lhe kjltd
assistance of Brigadier-General Charles G. Dawes.
The first perfonnance, given irt the group, was a Re-
view presented during the lasi week in November, and

it proved to be a great success under Lt, Craftonts
direction.

Follorring the cessation of hostilities, a sched-
ule of dri1J., grorurd work, and formation flying for
the Squadron was put inio effeci, w-ith the view of
perfecting the entire personnel in the art of soldier-
ing. In this way, the time previ-ous1y given up to
active work at the Front was filled i-n, and a realIy
capable and nLilitary organization created.

Although the Squadron did not destroy any ensny
aircraft, it was granted the privilege of placing the
Squadron narking on its machines, in view of the fact
that the pilots nakilg up the Squadron had accounted
for over thirty enemy aircraft, officially destroyed,
jl their previous experiences. The marking finally
decided upon was taken from a s.na11 illustration on
the e<iitorial page of rrliferrr and it depictod a srna11,
round-bodied fel"J.ow with a big head, covered by a
nrask; advancing upon some objeci with the very evie
dent intention of dealing a nost trernendous blow with
a large axe he caried over his shoulder. llhen tlds
marking was pai-nted on a pilotrs machirte, a notch
was placed in the blade of lhe a:ce for each Hun that
the pi-Iot had been officially credited with. One
nachine jrl the Squadron has nine niches il its axe,
(unaisl) another five, (Luffts) and there are a con-
siderable nunber having nore than one.

The greatest disappointment to the Squadronr with
the exception of its inabiJity to secure any corobats
on this Front, was the lack of transportationr which
very seriously hanFered in every way. I\'to sidecars
and one old, broken-doun tnrck, which it became nec-
essary to salvage alnost fumediately, were finally
secured.

For other nork, while attached to Squadrons irt
the rlllied Arnies Air Services, the Cmandfug Offi-
cer and L+-. Frederick E. Luff were grantd the Dis-
tilgrrished Flying Cross, and Lt. David W. Lewis was
granted the Croix de Grerre w:ith Pabt.

For the rest of the story we went to the men them-
selves. At thi.s date, 1961, this is a difficult process
sJrtce nany of the men cannot be found. But rith the
hel-p of J. J. Snlth and Donald S. Poler nanJr former
squadron members were located, questicrs asked and a.n-
swered, photographs exchanged, and anecdotes told and
nemories probed. Following is a portion of their
accounts, for thj,s riI1 be contjnued i-n a subsequent
issue of the JOURNAL.

But first, a roster of rnembers of the 25th Aero
Squadron has been conpiled. The roster in the official
history is inconpletee probably because the r+ar was over
and it did not seem absolutely necessary to conplete all
the records, as for i-nsta.nce the narnes of Batchelder,
Carver, etc. of the pilots. But for the na,mes mentiqred
fu the Gorrell Report text, no other ranks were listed.

Narne Rank Duty trlotes
Reed G. Iandis Capt. Connandfug Officer I
Morse B. Kent lst Lt. AdJutant 2
Jesse A. Crafton 1st Lt. 0perations Officer
Sanuel B. Klubock 2nd Lt. Supply Offlcer 3
Joseph A. Iowery 2xd Lt. &rgjreerilg 0fficer
Harold B. Srdth 2nd Lt. 0D Arnanent Officer
James C. Hawkins lst Lt. MD Medical Off.
Donald S. Poler lst Lt. Flight Commander 4

ilBrr ELt.

Date E.A. Near
July I Ball-oon Scraps
JuIy 14 Airplane EpinaY
JW 22 Airplane Carvln
Jttly 25 Airplane LiILe
August I Airplane Pont-a-Vendis
August S Airplane (2) Brie
August 12 Airplane Vitry
August 12 trirplane Mons
August 13 trlrpl-ane Lens
Aueust 16 Bal].oon Biache
Au[,rst 19 Airp]ane (2) Teclin

WiILard W. lauer lst Lt.

Gry 14. BaLdwin 1st Ll.

F1ight Cornmander 5
ncrt Flt.

Filot 6

A.A.H.S. 
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E\rg€ne H. Barksdsl-e lst Lt.
Paul V. Bunrcll lst Lt.
Aubrey F. Dia,nond lst Lt.
Iewrence N. Polk lst Lt.
Jolrr C. Rorison Lst Lt.
Wesley J. Selth lst Lt.
T. 8. Herrncs lst Lt.
O]:lver P. Johnson Ist Lt.
Joseph E. Bordrrln AId Lt.
David W. Lewls Atd Lt.
E. W. Andrcns 2nd Lt.
C. R. Qrstafson 2nd Lt.
A. Stephensor ard Lt.
W. A. Bnonn Ztd Lt.
P. B. Calhoun Ad Lt.
R. C. Cupp Atd Lt.
J. G. l6.rnay 2nd Lt.
D. A. Royer zxd Lt.
K. W. Fisher zxd Lt.
T. W. Eleckburrr lst Lt.
R. Watts 1st Lt.

Rank DutY

lst Lt.
lst Lt.
lst Lt.

lst Lt.
Ist Lt.

Pilot
Pilot
Pilot
PiLot
PLIot
Pilot
Pllot
PlIot
rr-ro!
Pilot
Pilot
Pilot
r]-rot
Pilot
P11ot
Pilot
Pilot
Pilot
Dilnt

Filot
Pilot

Pilot
PLlot
Pilot
Pilot
FI. Cdr. r?Ail F1t.
Pllot
Pilot
Pilot
Pilot
Pl1ot
P1lot
Pl.lot
Pilot

liotE:

7
I
9

10u
L2

L3
14
L5

15

L7
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Notes (continued): Keyai to the above rost.er.
served in No. 85 and IIo. 84 Sgdns, R.A.F. (s.n.5).
L96I address: Wil"nington, No. Car.

12. forith - Orlginally assigned to 148th Aero-Sq.
13. rro.P,tr Johnson - From No. 60 Sqdn R.A.F. (S.E.5).

1 enemy aircraft crashed, 1 destroyed. 1961 ad-
dress: Phoenix J' Arj-z,

14. rrshortytr Boudrrin - Originally assS-gned to 148th Aero
Se. Served irt No. 8{ Sqdn.; R.A.F' (S.E.5) 2 enerny
airplanes, I balloon. 1952 address: Galesviller Md.

15. l,€w"is - Went to Franc€ in 1915 with the American
Arobulance Field Serv:lco. Awarded Croix de Grerre
with palnt for service therej"n.

L6. Grstafson - killed in crash with Lt. Nieni, 9 April
19r.9.

1?. Brown - From 183rd Aero Sqdn. (Observation - Soprith
1| Strutters) rnder R.A.F. direction. 1961 Address:
Signal Mt., Tenn.

18. Fisher - Actually spel-led tlgcher. He was lobra
State Safety Cqnnlssioner, di€d 27 l'lareh 1957 at
Vi-nton, Iorrra.

19. Hlackhrrn - Now hig. c'en.' USAF (net). 1951 address

The above officers are the only ones listed i-n the
Archlves roster but, through s study of eorrespondence
and the identlficatlqtg of personnel 1n photographs the
follodng officere have definitely been deternined to be
rrlth the squ,adrcr. The oect dates of arrival at Squad-
ron Hesdquarters is unloro*n; sone were on fer4f duty at
the time of assignment and arrived after the Anistice,
others were asslgned after the Arrr.istice.

J. D. ltarrls Ist Lt.

Houston, Te:<as

20. Watts - Fron No. 84 Sqdn.'
address: NapperviJle, 0hio

21. Reese - From No. 32 Sqdn., R.A.F.
address: So. l"llnneapolisr l{1r:n.

18
'tg
zv

27
28
29

(s.r.5;. L959

Robert A. Reese let Lt.
Sidnery A. Batchelder lst Lt.
CLalr R. Oberst lst Lt.
Frederick E. Luff Ist Lt.
John C. Matttdegsen 1st lt.
Walter Rahnen fgt Lt.

NC)([ES: (Kcyed to above roater)
1. Isnaic - Frcro No. 40 Sqdn., R.A.F. (S.8.5).

Z.
3.
4e

Iieccivcd Dlatinguiahed Elying Cross fron the Brit-
lsh governrncrt. 9 enony aircraft conflrted, 1
balLoon. 1962 &ddress - Royel, Arkensas.
Kent - 1919 address: San lntorlo, Texas
Klubock - 1960 address: Chelsea, l4aas.
nDonn Polcr - Frcm No. 40 Sqdn. R.A.F. (S.8.5)
Recclvcd Citation dated l4arch 27, L9I9, later nede
lnto Silver Star ileda1 in 1930. 3 eaery aircraft
ccrfimed (:na. e balloons). 1962 eddress: Ioe
Angelee, Callf.

5. ng'rlyn Iaucr - From No. 29 SSdn., R.A.F. (S.8.5).
I enq aircraft deatroye<i. 1952 addreas --Oaloont,
Penn.

6. n4ldrri-rr - Fro No. 85 se&., R.A.F. (s.n.f ).
Pregent addrcsa: Sullivan Co., Pa.

7. Barksdale - Barksdale Air Force Base, Shreveport,
Ia. nascd for Lt. Barksdalc, killed ln a crash
rhilc testlng a,n obserrration afuplane in Aug. 1925.
Fron No. 41 Sqdn. R.A.F. (S.8.5) J- enary aircraft
destroycd.

8. Brrrell - Fr.on No. 40 Sedn., R.A.F. (S.f.5), 1
eneqr alrcraft conflnned. 1959 addrcss: Iotldan,
!1d. Nw deceased.

9. nJocn Dlancrd - Originally assigncd to 1{8th Acro
Sqdn, USAS, then to No. 29 R.A.F. 1952 address;
MobL1e, AIa.

10. Polk - J-.962 addressi Chattanooga J, Tcnn.
11. Rori.son - Origlnally asslgned to 14&bh Aero Sq.,
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22. Batchelder - Deceased 20 Feb. 1959. Serrred in Nos.
5? and ?2 Sqdns.,R.A.F. (s.n.5). Lived at Dedharn,
Mass.

23. Oberst - From No. 20 S9dn., R.A.F. (nistot fi6htel)- 
Died of iaJr:ries received in an alrplane crash whilc
flying to aid Vlctory Ioan Drlve at Cleveland.

2L. hrff - Received Distilgulshed Flying Croes fron
British eovrt. 5 enany aircraft confirmed (3 

"it-planes, 2 balloons). From No. 74 SSdn.' R.A.F.
(s'n'5t"1'

25. l4atthiessen - 1952 address: Pasadena, Qr]{f.
i6. c.tr"" - Fron No. ?4 s9dn., R.A.F. (S.8.5) 2 enery

ait?Ian€s, 1 balLoon destroyed. 1951 address:
Strasbourgr Ohio.

2J. rrp6nrr wi1J6n - Fron No. 64 S9dn.' B.A.F., (s.E.5)
28. Kidd - 1961 address: Detroit 2?, l4ich.
29. Nieml - Killed in crash rith Lt. Grstafson.

For the other ranks we are indebted to Mr. B. M.
Collette of Marlnette, Wi.sconsln, who ras the First Scr-
geant' of the 25th for almost its entire histoty. ilis
rccollection of it was quite clear and his records of
personnel falrly cornplete. He was able to identify al-
s196f, e]'l of the meroberg from photographs 5n hls own
coU.ection.

1,1r. CoLlette rrote as follors:
ttThe nucleus of thie outfit (the 25th) was a

group of men from M5mesota, Il-linoisr Indiana,
lllchlgan and Wisconsin rhlch I took out of Jeffer-
son Baracks, Mo. to Fb. Ieavenworth, Kans. and
later to KelJ-y Field, Tex. We slcpt out ln Codts
open air rith no brunks or tents for two weeks. At
Ke11y, SCt. Co{y and I trad charge of a five- to
ten-thousand nan arrry rrntil the regular ca.np could
be set up. ile had a six-inch floring weIL that
spit oi1 and watcr. Wc built troughs out of 8n

hrnber so we could wash and have drinking rrater.
What rith prostitutes, rattlesnakes, scorpions,
llzards, horned tosds and dtsentery we had qulte a
ball for a couPle of months.

nI was First Sergeant of the 25th Acro Sqdn.
fron May 3t L9L7 to August. Earn Holdcr took over
then and lasted sj.x weeks. Then Sgt. Patrick took
over i.n December. Whcn we left KeJ'1y Fie1d and
rrere passing through Philadelphia he got off tbc
trail vith some drunks. l*r-ile nrnnlng to catch
the train he felf over a track frog and cut his

ZL
22
23
4+
25

26Jolm B. Ciarver
Johr C. Ronan
R. D. Jerurings

Monis 1,1. Kidd
[f6t mi

Donald A. ll1lsm lst Lt.
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}onee cap. We left hiJ[ in the States, and he
picked us up again when we were leawiag to come

hone. Hc was an old cavalrtr sergeant when he came

with us. Hc ues a carcer nan, trelvc ycars il the
eenrice, and wae EtiLL at it last tlnc I heer{,
and gtllL a sergesnt.

nThe Set. Du:ffcy mcntioned in the 25th Sqdn.
history had noth5rg to do rrith the Squadron; he
ras fr@ thc old 3rd Aero Sqdn. and nas provost
narshell at the fleld fron the start. Sgt. Branch
and I dld r'11 tho drilling of Conpany ngnr the
2Oth and 25th Aero Squadrons.

ttThe 25th Aero Sqdn., after the War was over'
won the trir Service Chanpionship for basketball,
and could have won the entj"re A.E.F. Charnplonship,
but sornc of the officcrs broke up the team so they
could play, and the ttbrasstr lost jrl the FLnals jn
Paris.

trThere are a few errors ln dates il the Ztd
A::ny Air Serrrice Bookrr, but none of that can be
ctranged now. l4aJ. Reed Iandlsr ilEloody 25thtf and
his 150 Thievos Has one of the best drl1led, ne-
chanical and soldierlng outfits in the A.E.F. l{e
were the only ones to go overseas ln leather put-
tees and taifored rrniforrns.

ttHave travelLed rnost of ny life since. I soLd
rrJeruliesn and rrcanuckstr after the }{ar rlth Reed
Landis. He also had the first electrlc clock and
we noved a ferv but they were too expensive then.
Two years ago, Nov. 1959 t I had a bad coronsty and
havenrt been able to get goi-ng slnce. I get too
active and, bootor llrn back in the hospital again.n

nSone of the grades rnay have been cha.nged afber ny
leav5rrg the lst Sgt. post brt none that I lanow of - wE
did not have nany replacementsrr, said I{r. Collette.

Mr. Collette supplied the Editor rith the followi-ng
list of Non-Comnlssioned Offlcers and Srlisted Personnel.
l,fany of then are shown ln the photographs accornpanying
this article. The addresses glven are the latest }ctown
to l4r. Collette.

SER@ANTS
l-st Sgt. !t.S.E. B.M. ColLette -

lifarinette; I{i sc.
Mechenical l4.S.E. R. H. Kercher -

Fresno, Calif,.
Plancs M.S.E. W. E. Newnen -

San Franciscor Calif.

U.S.E. W. L. MarkE
Set. Vc J. Roland
5gl. {c M. C. Clenent
Set. I/c M. B. Wright
Sgt. I/c G. B. Kilbey - Chicago, f11.
Sgt. /c H. M. Jinkens
Sgt. Vc t. K. Elount
Set. Vc F. V. Etter
Set. I/c C. H. l{aylor

COCXS

L. E. Dillxall
E. C. Allen
H. A. Foster
F. F. Wenzel
R. M. Clark, Portland, Ore.

PRTVAIES
R. H. Beckley - New York, N.Y.
D. B. Brrnhan
D. C. Caldwell
B. M. Cra,n
C. L. Gilbert
J. B. Kahrt
A. l0inkroth
C. C. McCharles
R. J. McCoy - Brooklyn, N.I.

H. M. Howe
H. R. Hughes - Chicago, IIL.
S. F. Hunter
D. S. Jones
H. F. Kcnney - San Francisco, Calif.
C. Ktude1
E. F. Kofocd
C. M. Kistler
F. F. Kt$l-nen
A. N. Iangley
J. J. Magulre
F. C. Mc0onnell
R. A. IaELcur - l,lanistigue, Mich.
C. H. l4artley - Chicago, I1I.
C. H. l4lllard
R. E. lli]-ler
R. A. Morissey
H. E. Mutch - Brooklyn, N.I.
H. S. NeweIL
W. Otleughlin
E. F. 01son
F. F. OricelLo
C. H. Pegrun
G. E. Permilglon
A. I. Plouffe
H. A. Porter
W. R. Rathley
L. J. Read
H. G. Rotbmeyer
C. R. &Ltchey
F. W. Boll
R. E. Round
E. D. Sheley
E. R. ShiILer
R. F. Short
T. Silva
E. C. $keen
llt. A. hith
S. Sprague
P. S. Sprout
A. S. Stei-nsapir - Ne*r Yorkl N.I.
H. Stevens
J. C. Stollar
P. A. Tachis
A. T. Thoropson
C. S. Thornton- Munslng, Mich.
I. W. Tormsend
E. N. Tuff!
l. A. Viau
L. T. Uari.ng - Rochegterr N.I.
L. L. Irlelch
J. Welsh
S. P. Wldte
F. J. Wi-Iliams
J. E. Willians
E. U e W].J-Its
R. E. Wise

Sgt. /c G. W. Bnooks - Detroit, Mich. E. Morley
SCt. n. S. Cerr{sor - Bear:mort, Ter<as C. H. Parker
Sgt. l. L, Likes P. P. l{iederracht
Sgt. D. L. Palmer E. W. Allen
Sgt, E. F. Cross - Deceesed 1959 S, D. Anbrosio
Sgt. V. S. Vsrablc - Beaumont, Te:ras M. J. Baker
S$. f. C. DlJ.Lard Il. M. Batsford
9gt. F. T. Ticrney - Nen Yorkr N.Y. H. B. Bcattle
Q.U. SCt. A, F. Uclain E. L. Bennett
Sst. Y. H. Hunter E. BentleY
S&. F. F. Bouscein - Deceased H. Birchard.
SCt. F. C. Ualby L. K. Eishop
S€!. J. E. Petrick {. {. Etanchard

I'. I1LOOC1

CORPOMI,S itl. J. Boisssr
CpI. Cbarlesl H. E.
Cpt. J. D. Coetes - Portla'ndr 0re.
Cpl. W. L. Flsher
CpL. D. S. Hanilton
CpJ.. A. Hang€tl
CpI. Y. S. HcEtthorn
CpI. V. D. Igke
Cpl. U. G. Chrletlan
Cpl, W. T. Caruron
CpI. R. G. Clapper
Cpl. S. F. Lwls
CpI. R. E. No1I - San Francisco, Calif.
CpI. K. B. ALLcn
Cp1. A. L. l{atlock - Walla-lfalla, l{ash.
CpI. R. A. St. Jotrt
CpI. M. R. Iourg
Cp1. R. C. Derrah
Cpl. A. D. MclntYre
CpI. W. A. WillcY
CpI. D. M. Iatcs - Chlppera Fa]Is, Uisc.

R. S. Borman - Deceased
W. J. Brooks
0. C. Bnunstad
W. 0. Burns
J. E. Elrr
P. L. Butler
H. Carlson
J. J. Cobry - PortJ.and, Ore.
A. R. Congleton
J. l{. Cooksey - Indianapol-is,
J. V. Corcoran
L. B. Delore
F. Drake
L. A. Draper
G. Edwards
A. G. Fray
E. L. Frye
J. R. George
c. W. ciU
S. Y. Haddah

Ind.
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The masked heedsnan insigni,a of t,he 25th Aero Squad-
ron originated from an idea within the Squadrm. Reed
l^andis stated once,

[Very shortly aften we aII got together end tecured
our aircraft, i-t w-as suggeeted by soneone that we
adopb an inaigrria. I offered a cash prize to the
rnembers of the Equadron for such a design which,
in the opinion of the officers of the conrnlttee
appointed to revie*r the auggestionsr ras most sstiE-
factorlr. One of the enlisted men won the prize,
which ras pronptly recaptured by one of thb other
men via the Calloping Donlnoes.

ttThc insignia selected ras a rnodificatlon of a
s!0a1f sketch found on the edltorlal page of an old
igsue of Life ruagazine. The oflginal
shoLed a snall flgure with a large axe, quite aln-
ilar to that on our ships, preparing to eut off the
head of a recr:rnbent flgure of the Kalser. It ms
intendad that esch pilot would frcrttil a notch in
the blade of the axe as he downed one of the enerny.

Mr. Collette add€d to this, tt'1'5" nan reaponsibl.e
for the Sguadron Goofy }bn furslgpia was Sgt. E. Cross.
Sgt,. Kilbey helped hh with it; they were both good
painters and prilters."

There were ruinor rrarlatiqrs of the iaaignia, as
Bergen Hardesty found in his recent research; eone had
red belt, others black, etc.

The hsignia was used after the War by the 25lh Born-
bardnent Squadron, whi-ch was reorganized at Mitchell
Fidld, Long Island on 2l October l-921, later becane part
of the 6th Conposite Croup, amivJlg at France Fie1d,
Pana,na Cana1 Zone m 30 June 1922.

About tro-thirds of the pilots and, of course, all
of the gromd crer{, ca.ne froro serrricir in R.A.F. squad-
ronso The pllots were algo nostly fron that group o!
yorurg Anerlcans who were selectod from the top students
of the corrses of Military Aeronautics in Surmer 1917
and started for Europe as the First Italian Detachments.
The outstandi.ng contenporary published account of their
arrival In Ergland, their ground and flight trainilg,
their.operiencing of the pleasures of Iondon and of
their eventual assignment to conbat 1g given i-n War Birds,
The Diarrr of an Unlorovrn Aviator, edited by the Late
Elliott White Springs. The dlary was ivritten by John
McCevock Grider, born l,lay 28, J..8!Z on the McGavock
fadly plantation at Sans Souci, Arkansas. He died jn
combat near Ar.mentieres on June 18th, 1!18. llis diary
was edlted and privately published after the War, later
published in l,iberty Maeazine, and, in book forrn, has
been probably the rnost ridely read and popular account
of aerial fighting to come out of the War.

\n 1933, Mrs. Joseptr:ine Grider Jacobs, sister of Lt.
Grider, published an authentic account of the seryice of
her brother, rritten largely from his c*m letters, under
the title Marse John Coes to War (9). It was wrltten
at the request of the Wil-liam Strong Chapter, Daughters
of the American Revolution of Proctor, Arkansas to spon-
sor a Menorlal Park in hls neoorlo A lindted number of
copies were published and have since becone very scarce.
During World War If the Civilian Pilot Training Progra$
school at Pine Bluff, Arkansas Was officially dedicated
as Grider Fie1d and a special cachet issued, trDcdicati,on
of Pine Hluff School- of Aviation, Grider Fie1d, l{ay ?)+,
19A1.rl

John Grider and BLljott Springs narned the nost. of
the 216 cadets who conpri.sed Lhe First Italian Detach-
nent. I4any of thern were Listed in I'lew Drgland Aviators,
and rnany of the survivors of the War were also menbers
of the Archie Club in New York.

Lt. Polerrs c)eeriences while with the hitish were
typi-cal of ets i-n the

(il f%3, Mcrnphis: Devi.s Printing Cornpany, i.ll pagea,
2 i-l.Ius. Out ef print.
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Odord Group or First ltalian Detachnent. The latter
wa6 a rnisnoner, a9 the men who were selected to go to
Italy for training were actually sent to Drgland through
a last nrinute change ia orderg. Al1 of thern considered
themselves very fortunste for this.

Poler now lives in Los Angeles, Callfornj.a.
For this artlcle nDontr Poler transcribed fron his diary,
wlr-ich he kept from early June 1917 through nld-1919r as
foLlows:

ttI conpfeted various training course in hgland
wilh the R.F.C. and R.A.F. Grotrnd School at Oxford,
Grotrnd Grnnery at Granthan, Home Defense Night Bon-
bardnent in ts.8.2crs, Preli:nfuary Fli-ght on Avros at
Cosport, Pursuit Ftfing al Castle Bronw'ich on S.E.5rs,
Aerial &rurery at dyr, Scotland and finally the Ferry
PooI at Lcrdon. This period exLended frm 0ctober
lst, 1917 to AprJJ 21, 1918. I was comnissioned lst
Lt. on March 18, 1918.

ttAt this point I was assigned lo No. 40 SQdn.,
R.A.F. which was near Bmayr in Northern Francee
Here I raet Reed La,ndis and was put under Capt.
rrNoist'r Lew-is, a very snart Captail in charge of rrRt

Flight. Between assignm€nt and ny first patrol the
tiine was well spent jn farnillarizing nyself vdth the
equlpnent, gunnery practice, Cookls Tours along the
froni ljnes, and in getti-ng generally acquainted w'ith
the terraix.

It'ly first patrol was in the evening, i-n a foma-
tion of S.g.Jats led W Lt. Usher. We sighted three
Fokker Triplanes north of Lens and dove on then fron
I4rO0O feet. They were lost in the ctrouds. Such pa-
trols, usualJy two or three a day, were routi-ne in
good flying weather. This British 2td Arry Sector
was quiet at the tlner but trArchierr was active every
tjme we patrolled.

frPatrols at dawn, or aftetnoon or evenilgr were
nade usua{y with one or two fHghts of 5 - 7 planes
each, and were started at 18r0O0 feet. Patrol lime
was deternrined by our gas supply, 2 hours 15 nins.
And lt took about 45 njrutes to reach patrol altitude

nlV flrst dog fight came on May 21st. Or the
morning patrol five of us, supported by three above,
net twelve Huns supported by six more. I got 1rt
several ghots at a Pfalz, and had a stoppage in ng
Vickers, and used the Lerris gun on an Albatros.
After a few ninutes the Huns cleared out and we went
back to count our bullet holes. One had so nany that
the sbip was vrrltten off.

Lt. Eu*rellr one of our menr was also assigned to
No. 4O Sqdn. today, ltay 2htd. (Here Don Poler trans-
scribes fr.om his diary by dates, exbracting sigrifi-
cant events. Editor.)

'liey 2* - Capt. Lelris gave ne a new nachirte and I
took it up for a test to 21r@O feet. It was perfect.
Cold up there without orygen, and tiresorne. We have
beern carrlring 20 pound Cooper bonbs just for morale,
brrt w'ith no bonbsights we san do little darnage.

June I - Or C.0., Major DaLlas, was shot donn by
three Triplanes over Bethune. He had a habit of
stalking up at noon to about 20r0OO feet, alohe. The
Huns found hjm and he probably didnlt have a chance.
Capt. Napier was given tanporary cotmand.

June 3 - No.40 S,qdn. was noved up to Bryos, near
St. Po1, on a beautiful but small aerodrotne at the
edge of a woods. Or days when the weathernras too
fidudrt to fly we would visit Uhe front lines near
Arras, or go to the beach at Paris P1ager or ride the
saddle horses assigned to the squadron.

June 27 - At a 1:30 patrol we errgaged lwo Ht:r:s.
One, our first Fokker D.VII, anl a Pfalz with rj.ngs
pai-nted red and fuselaee ye1l-ow. I had a wbnderfuf
dogfigbt with the last doun fo 7r@0 feet, away over
the 1ines. No one was hurt.

July 1st - Titis A.M. I wont down to 3000 feet
over Vitry, east of Aras, and shot a balloon doln in
flanes. I,io observer jrmped ortl. Thar I had to land
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at No. 16 Sqdnts field to get sone water for ny en-
gile was heating. Found I had been a favorite target
of ground gunners and took soroe hits.

July 5 - Took ny first leave of two weeks in Srg-
land. Had sone clothee nade, arrd got sorne teeth fix-
ed, the ones lceocked loose i-n a crash in trainlng at
{losport. And was a ueekend guest at the horne of Sir
Randolph Baker, M.P.r, jn Dorsetshire.

Aug B - Was rnade acting Flight Commander of rtRr

Flight and given a new rrbusrr. The Squadron had to go

down to help in straightenilg the lines east of
Ameins. At 6:O0 A.M. the Sqdn. went south on escort
job. We went down to Chatteau Thiery, lost, landed
on a French drome south of funiens, cane north to
Bertangles, 84 SSdn. had breakfastr filled up the
ta,nks, then home. At 2:00 PM went doun to ths rpushr

east of Arniensr and did a U.rre patrol. Had tea at
43 SSdn. Ai 5:0O went on another show then cane home.

It was a swonderfir-Ir looki.ng country that the Hun had
just evacuated. French cavalry dead horses, tanks,
fires, crashed planes, no trees or buildings, etc.
etc. This was the longest day of flying - 6 hours.

Aug. ILth - Went south to Arniens aga5-n, stayed on

one drome all day. Offensive Pairol fron 8:30 to
10:30r met 22 Fokkers, I were on &rrweLlrs tail'
chased. them doxn to 10OO ft. on our side of our bal-
loon line. Jofured another fortation and climbed back
up. Attacked 26 g.A. 12 miles over the ljlles, east
ol th" Sme, thj-s side of Mons, vrith sone Bristol
Fighters. 1 claimed one. Salr 4 E.A. on Lt. Hi-nd and
he is nissing, also It. liood is nissing. These were
RAF pilots. Or the afterloon 0.P. I got up to 80OOr

and ry engine rnade an awful roar and then stopped. I
got back all rigtrt rith two big slide-slips. Found
that the front of engine casirg was cracked.rl

In response to guestions by th5-s rriter, to elabor-
ate on the events from August 2fth. ont Mr. Poler related:

ttThat was another ilteresting 0.P., on our 5:15
patroJ" S. of Anas from 400Or to 8@Or to protect lor
straffers. The flight of three was comnanded by
Capt. Middleton, who still wore his infantry unlfom,
and included Lt. Meyers, who had only been on the
front a fortnight, and myself. We sighted two bal-
loons; I signalled that I would go after the one at
the north. They went after the other one. On my
uay donn torard the bag, I looked up and luckily
sighted 10 or 12 Fokkers diving down from the wbst.
We were probably about five niles over the U.nes.
Soveral attacked me and after using everything il the
way of evaslve action I lcren, one of thera persisted
in closing i on ny iail. He were down to I00Ot and
about 3 rriles over. I tried to be ca]m, and threw
nqy machine about so mrch that I becane confused as to
the ri-ght di-rection to go home. I was right over a
gas attack too. I studied ny opponent and found that
I could fool hjm every tirne by usilg a barrel- roIL
every time he was about to shoot. I did this ihree
times. Onee one of his bu]-lels entered the little
door at the right side of the fuselager just back of
the cockpit, came forward ripping a hole irr the
sl-eeve of ny flyirrg suit and glaneed off the top of
the self-starting Magneto, to the edge of the rev-
counter, then snashing ny clock. Another bullet irn-
bedded in the prop blade. Considering the nunber of
shots fi-red, I only counted three holes in the brrs.
Once I saw tracer bullets passi:ng on both sides of
ny head. That was the perfect example of a chatsred
life. I have the section of prop n'ith the buJ.let inr-
bedded - the_prop boss - "!d I nade pictr:re frames of
the prop tips. 0f course .L saved the parts of the
watch and fra^ne w'ith wb-ich it ilas fasteried to the in-
stn:nent board. Capt. Mi-ddi-eton had to crash in no-
rnanrs la.nd and was abl-e to get back to the Sc1dn.
three days 1ater. Lt. Meyers led a charrned life and
returned the same day.

(10) Leris went frorn the Anhul-ance Serv-lce to the French
Alr Serrrice, served in Egc. Spad 79 frc'rn Fcb. I9t8
to Sept. 1918. See Nordhoff & HalI, Iafayette
Flying Corpa, Pp 3L3, 3lt+,

(11) tt. Thoras E. Tlllinghast served. in the l?th Aero
Sqgn., was shot donn and becarne a pri.soner of xar

_ on 2J Sept., and cscapcd near thc end of the l{ar.
(12) Likerise, Lt. John Orsr Wilson Donaldcon wag a

P.0.W. He ccrved r+lth No. 32 Sqgn., R.A.F., and
had shot down 10 encrqr aircraft, conflmed.
Donaldgon Air Force Baee, Greenville, S.C. io
naned for him.

(13) tt. ClayLon L. Bissell, later l4aJ. C€n., USAF (Bet)
See ttlJ+8th A.urericanttr J0IIRNAL of A.A.H.S., \rol.4r
No. A.

ttYou roentioned David W. tewis. (10) He was a
character r'l'l right. He had ldarrred the Frcnch lan-
guage and custons fron his experienc$s in the anbr.r-
lance corps. So he was alrrrays included whenever r*e
went for a ride or a trip to Paris because of this
procliuity. For example, one afternoon four of us
took a Dodge and drove over thru Nancy toward Ime-
vi1le. We stopped at the entrance lodge of a Dukets
estate. Lewis talked to the concierge for nany nirt-
utes, during the conversation I recognized such words
i:: French as prizon and 8 years---but irt spite of the
warnings fron the concierge, we came away w"ith two
bottles of Pernot Fi1s, pre-19[ Absynthe. It had
been forbiddcn in France for years. We alrnost downed
one bottle that afternoon - things seerned quite queer
too after that, and I brought the other home.

nDr:ring the Summern, !4r. Poler relates, Itwo had,
besj-des landis, Burwell and ryself , It{ajor M. F. Davis
(a West Point graduate attached for the e:perience)
and Lt. R. A. Anderson from Honolul.u. .An{y was rriss-
irig on August JOth, later prisoner a.nd nade tris es-
cape to Srgland through Holland jrl the last days of
the War. And, in addition to the balloqr I got in
flaroes on July Ist, I shot dor'rn another in the same
Iocation on August 15th, and a Pfalz on August l2th.tl

rfAt last news has corae that we were to be trans-
fered baek to our own lroops. Iandj-s; Brnrell" and I
left for Issoudon for reassignnent, on the 12th of
Sept. We were there only ttil-l the 21st wtren orders
came assigning us to the 25lh Aero Squadron at Toul,
to be conrnanded by lendls. Before getting settled
at TouJ- aIL pilots were issued orders to go to 0r3-y
Field, outside Paris. There, after a short rrait we
r,rere ordered to Ergland to pick up our new S.E.5ars.
Iandis, Bu.rwel1 and I travelJ.ed together. After
another wait irr hgland we were able to take off from
Castle Bromw'ich on 0ct. 18th. Iandis had to go back
to TouJ- to set up his squadron, but BurweLl and I re-
turned to Ergland and each ca^me back with another
SE.5a, landing at Toul on November 10th.

ItOn our uay back w-j.th our new S.E,ts Burwell and
I stopped jn at London. There we met our old C.0.,
Capt. Napier. We went to thc hotel wfrere we usual\r
stayed and found Lt. Anderson, irt civuies, escaped
frorn Genrany, and Lts. Tillinghast (11) and Donaldson.
(12) We then went over to the n.A.F. Club and rnet
Capt. ttNolsfl Lewis. I'lhat a dinner, and what a time
reminiscingl

rrlJe were finally a'11 assembled at TouL as a
Squadron. I got ry new ship on the 17th of Novernber,
l'lo. F.8075r and it was wonderful. I went up right
away and had a practice dogfight with Bisscl of the
148th. (13) On l{onday the l8th and 19th we all had
ilstructions irr I.D.R. driLl-, arny paper work, etc.
We had been away from it so J.ong that brushing up was
quite necessary.

tr}l,ajor Biddle was the first to get orders for
horne. l,lajor l'1. F. Davis, fron ny ol-d No. 40 Sqdn.,
was given oomaand of the Group, Qy Tha,nksgiving al1
pilots had been assigned and the 25th had j-ts full
complement of men and c.tr[igrent. Thanksgiving Day

A.A.H.S. JOURNAL
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nAnerican Aviators at Oxfordrr wag the title of thls pict-
ure as prtnTea in Lesllets Weekhrr-".ryg* newspap€rt

i"-S"pt'i-U"" 19]?,-m; suFFlied to the author bv

ttr. Wiffara lauer, who appears at the rigltt of rear rc'rt'

Reed G. Iandis, Captain, USA,S, D.S.C., 1O enery aircraft
confirned, al1 Fin€d rhlle senrjng in No. 40 Sqdn' 'R.A.F., becane C.O. ot the 25th Aero Sqdn. i-n Septcnber
1918. (Photo - National Arehlves).

The ftight Connanders - (t. to r.) i,ts. l{illard W. Iauer,
n0n; Frederick E. Luff , trArr; and Donald S. Poler, frBt.

Luff dicd soon after IdWI fron ilJuries recelved in a
crash rhile flyine to a Libertv loan Drive. (Ptroto - Poler)

Lt. Poler, th*r Cadet, wae one of six Anericans s€nt to
lhe School of Flying at Gosport for prinary flLiSfIt traln-
ing i-n Avrols. The so-calLed Gosport Tube was a direct
flodble tube beiween llstructor and etudent.

t'\
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Lt. Iauer in his S.E.!a, nztr of No.29 Sqdn.r R'A'F'
Thls was a Britlah Victoqf Ioan Drive airplane, given to
the R.A.F. by popular subscription in the name of Iondon
Rif1e Briegdi iro. f. (Photo - Aubrey F. Dianond).

Pilots of it0rr FIt., No.84 Sgdn., R.A.F. (I. to r.)
Lt. George A Vaughn, US$, and Lt. Ti.dd.J.er, Capt. Hugh
Saunders, Lt. Thompson and Lt. Peter Reld, all R.A.F.
Vaughn fater went to the 17th Aero Sqdn.(Photo-Boudwin)



S.E.5a of Lt. Aubrey F.
fudn. (Photos - above,

&.

:,,.-: i"' ,

rJoen Diarnond, #I5 of 25th Aero
Boudwin; below, Diamond).

Col. I;,lTrn, @ 1". CoI. Cumy, lfajor Biddle and
I{ajor Davis were there to help celebrate. Or Decemb
ber 7th the enlire Group was paraded before Gen.
Bullard, Commanding General of the Second Ar4y.
Ki:rdley of the lTth fIT) and Leu'is of the ZJth were
decorated. Kj-ndl-ey with the D.S.C. and Lew'is w:ith
the Croix de Grerre wiih PaIn.

ttOn Sunday the 8th Majors Dav:ls and Kirby,
ErrweII arrd I went over to St. Mihiel and Mont Sec,
Commercy and Apremont. We found much a,mrwrition, gas
bombs and grenades. 0n the 12th many of the old
timers left for home. Among then l*as FreddSr luff,
replaced by BurweII as Flight Cormander. For diver-
sion and entertainment we hel-d many dances vrith the
nurses of lhe Toul- evacuation hospitals, wenl to
Nancy to the shows or toured the cor:ntryside. The
day after Christmas Co1. Curry €ave a party h the
Comedy T'ireatre in TouJ- lo which representatlves of
the 'Jarious organizations aroud Toul were lnvited.
The ha1l '*as decorated, the punch was easy and we
danced ttil 1:00.

Po1er returned hone in Jwre 1919 after 2l- months
i-n service. In August he was adrranced to Captain, and
stj-Il later, in 1923, Joired the Air S6rv!-ce Reserve.
During WhIII he returned to active sery"ioe at the AII
Intransit Depot, long Beach, C811f. and r@s discharged
again h 1945.

As l,lr. Po1er, Ciuilian, he retrirned to Syracuse
University and graduated i-n hreiness .ddnjaistration in
]-921. He narried the ver:y charo.ing laura-iby Cavette
the same year and beeamE a salesnan for the Syracuse
China Co. untll 1926, when he then Joined the Pacific
lIutuaI Life Ins. Co. He was life underwriter and agent
until his rcti-rernent in 1956.

The Sil.rer Star Medal-, anarded to Lt. Foler for bis
first ball-oon shot doiln on 1 July 1tI8, was finally sent
to him in l9l+3,

6f,) cot. Frank P. lahn, now hig. G€n. USAF (net), was
the Comnanding Officer of the 8nd A:my Aj-r Service.

(f! See Dr. Janea L. Huctson, ttAlr l"night of the
Ozarksrrr JOURNAL of A.A.H.S., Vo1. 4, No. 4r P.233.

tPopn huvell, n566g[ Barksdale, trFreddier luff and
ttldattlen Uathieas€n relaxi-nt. lt. E.H. Barksdaler for
rnon Barksdale Field (now AFB) at Shreveport, Ia. was
named, was killed jr a crash while testing an observation
plane near I'iright FieLd jl August 1926. (Photo - Poler).
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Like Pol-er and others of the Flrst ltalian Detachrnent

Willard l^1. Lauer weni overseas in August, 1917' H1s ser-
vice record for lhis period is lypical, about which he

D4J-.

nAfter enlisting as a Private 1/c, Signal &rlist-
ed Corps Reserve I reported to Cornell University for
jrstruction fron June 5th to Ju]-y 26th. I erobarked

for overseas on August 18th, as one of a de+-achment

of fifly-three Aviation Cadets aboard the U'S'S'
AURANIA. 6tr) We obtained our ground school training
agai:n at Queenls Col1ege, Oxford ard were then as-
signed to ihe R.F.C. School at Starnford for flight
training. I flew Curtiss JN-l+afs and JN-3fs fron
October l?th until January !th, when I was assigned
to the R.F.C. Squadron 88 at Harling Road, NorfoJJ<t

flying Sopwith-ttPupstr and S.E.5rs.' nAfter Harling Road. I was sent to the Schoof of
Aeria-l Fj-ghting and G:nnery at I\rrnberry, Scotland
from Itiay jlst to June 12th. Upon return to Harlirg
I found that No. 88 was il the process of becornirtg a
Bristol Fighter squadron and I was transferred to
No. 8!, now becon-i-ng a Senrice Squadron flying SE5t"'
Thcn, i-n July l6th I was sent to No. 29 Sqdn' irt the
field, through No. 1 Pilotts ReplaccErert Pool at
Boulogne, as ar S.E.5 pilot, carryjlg out-war pa-
trols as assigned on tire Northern Sector (Ypres,
Bethurie, Hazebrook) r:ntil Septenber l9ih'

lrOrdcred to Issoudon, I served as an instructor
il fighting and gunnery at Field ! unt1l October 2nd;
wiren I was ordered to iti-rmingtran (Castle Bnornsich) on

fcrryi-ng duty to obtain S.E.5r" for the 25th Aero
SSdn. ihis ]asted until Novenber llth, although I
wis actuaf iy assigned io the 25th as of 3 October
1918 as a Flight Coronander.rr

Silce 1918 Willard 1'I. Lauer has had a busy careor in
the engineering and constmction fieLd. Directly fo1-
lowing the War he starbed construction work at l{ichita
Fr] 1s ds'ing the Brrrkburnett 0i1 Field Boom, doing sur-
veying, napping and hi,lding under the flnn namo,

Sr.,inson and-lauer, then lo Waco, Tcxas with McCall
trloore Srgineering Co. Since 1921 he has had charge of
roany industrial construciion projects e'l'l over the
Weslern Herni-sphere. In recent years an i-raportant as-
signrnent was the building of a nagnesir:m plant at
Sp6kane, washjngton; others were manuJacturing facili-
ties at Oak Ridge for the A.E.C., and installations as
far off as Chuqu:ica.urati, Chile. I'ir. Lauer was rnarried
shorlly after the War to Elizabeth Bi-rctunore; they now

have four children lirrlng and njne grandchildron o . r
ttto keep us youn8. I finally retired in January 1961
at age 6? and will try to get caught uP on ry fishjng,
wh-ich is vray behindrr, he said.

Probably the best description of the Sqdnrs acti-
vities after the war ended was recentfy written by
Lanrrence li. Polk.

rrl did not come to thc 25th through the R.A.F. I
had becn a test pilot for some months at Aviation Ac-
ceptance Park #1, 0r1y, Seire, through which roost of
the planes bought from the French and Brltish were
fwurelled. In due time, affer we had had the various
NieuporLs, SPADs, AR-lls, Salnsons, rr0a.nltelsrr,

Breguets, F.E.2b?s and others come through our hands,
sornebody flew in a couple of S.E.5ts to be checked
and anmed. Adnittedly lhey didnrt look like mueh,
silce they followed the classic British design, with
various control wires hanging onto the fuselage; but
Tld no sooner florm it than I icnew it was for me.
Probably Luff or Poler had flown them over, bui I had
not net then at that tirne. Thal little tri.ck of ad-

@ fn" dctachnant wac under (tircn) sgt,. Bennett nBintt
Ollvcr, who latcr ml assigrrcd to No. 84 Sqdn.,
R.A.F., and then' in July went to thc 148th Acro Sq.
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Justi:rg the horizontal stabilizer and trinrairg the
torque from the pilotts seat was great.

rfNear the last of Novenber a nunber of us were

sent to Colonbey-les-Belles and it was there that
lusiin T. Ryan and I pursuaded Capt' Frod Zi:ur @
(one of the finest felLows that ever l1vedr who

seemed to make pilots and commandi-ng officers happy
r.rith his choices) lo send us to the 25Lh, al
Gengault Field, near Toul-. Our barracks and hangars
were at the east end of the fi-eId' rnrith the l7thr
the 141st and the 148th.

ItIt was a grand squadron to be in. The men who

l-ooked after the planes were as well trained as any
that cou]-d be for:nd; we who flew then confident in
them, and there were good times to be had along with
the hard try for perfection that landis and the
flight comslanders denanded. Yet it was alJ- done
r,rith that seening careless attitude that the hitish
cul-tivated.

rrAnother British custom adopted by the 25th was
the operation of a bar - very strict hours - nobody
to get tight - but nevertheless, a bar. Up to the
opening of the bar ttshort/t Boudwin, Johnny Garver
and I kept a keg of light French beer fron Nancy h a

cl-oset of our room, there being a wjldow jn that
closet to let h both light and cold air.

ttThe flfing personnel changed rather rapidly dur-
ilg the l-atter part of Decenber. Sorne of us were
sent op to naJ<e friends i.r:i-th thc infantry - the Sttd
Div., around Pont-a-Mousson, a move that was good

for a.11 of us. I was with an outfit to which was

sent all the ilcorrigibles but the conpany cornnander

was the fairest, strictest disciplinarian lrve ever
Ioown. Incidenlly, si-nce I had been in an infantry
OTC I had the Job in the 25th of so tiring the en-
listed rnen with close order dril1 that they wcre il-
clined to not wander at night.

rrlrd like to nake sone additions to the informa-
tion you have about the pilots in the 25th. Austirt
T. Ryin went w'ith rne to thc 25th, and was one of the
best. He had been aLnost fu1ly trained i-n the Statcs
and after he was sent to the 25th we arranged io send
h-im up against ttshort/f Boudlril for a simrlated com-
bat. At that tjme I thilk that John Garver had gone

home and Ryan had moved jrt rrith rtShortl| and me.
Anyway, Ryan had rnuch the better of the triaI, which
nade rnany of us who were trained r,rith the French real-
ize that e:cpcrience, ie. hours jrt the air, meant a
grcat deal. Ryan weighed more, but I thjnk he had
had morc hor:rs il the air than Boudwin, despite
Boudw"inrs e:<perience at ihe front rrith the British.

nlt. nyarr appears in the officers picture (groop),
while Landis was C.0. and also before a hangar when
Br:rwetl- was C.0. He was orig:ina1ly from Grand Rapids,
Wis., but afler the war lived in Eau Claire and I
thi-nk died there. We went together to the Fifih Pur-
suit ftoup as members of the 141st Squadron a&d later
were rnernbers together of the l38th Squadron, of the
5th &oup. C.0. of the 138th was Cedric E. Fauntlei
roy, later to go to Poland with the Kosciusko Squad-
foll o

ItCarl 1,I. Fisher, Lt.r (you have it K.W')r who is
in one of the photos, was later with the 24th Squad-
ron, stati.oned at Weissenthurrn, Ger:nany, the day the
Ger:nans signed the Peace of Versailles. His observer
jl this Salmson squadron was a childhood. playrnate of
ridne il l,rashvllle, Tenn., Lt. l'lartin S. Hayes.

ttl,t. Carl D. Neimi was killed in a tragic acci-
dent, along with his roonurate, C. R. Grstafsen, early
in April. I'hey were roomates, and Nienl had orders
to go honre, but had eleeted to stay with the outfit.

Capt. FYed l'l. Zinn wes atsignnslt officer at the
G.D.E.(Groupe de Dirriglon dtDrtralnnant) and to-
ward the cnd of the Wdrr rras involvcd 1n actting
up Ancrlcan pcrsonnel prbicipatim in the Indcp-
cndent Air Forcc.

@
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Grstafson was an impetuous chap, who loved to f1y in
exLrernely close fonnationl a favorite thing was to
shove his lower wing between the wings of the chap
nexl to hi-n. Nevertheless, he was a very good piloi,
with resenations, since the war was over. One day
he took off, a}nost frorn the hargar opening, ran in-
to and killed a soldier walking across the fie1d.
Grs was heartbroken and wanted to do all he could.

rrWc agrecd that the nexb day, at the fr.rneral,
which nould be hcld at the cemetery near the base
hospital north of Toul, five of us would drop flowers
on the open g"ave. So Grstafson, Neirn-i, Ryan,
Blackburn and I agreed we would f]y. The plan was
to cross the grave in a Vee fornation at the first
pass, then letiing Grsiafson turn left sharply fol-
lowed by Blackburn, thcn Polk, lhen Neimj., then Ryan,
in the second pass, when we were to drop the flowers,
all at about 50 meters. The first pass wcnt off all-
right, but i-n the second, which Grstafson was lead-
ing, he fai.led to drop his flowers. He pulled up
ilto a stall turn artd came back, forgettl-ng that
others were behjrd hi:n. Blackburn and I passed safe-
1y u:derneath, but Neimi and Gustafson collided.
Both crashed, Neimirs plane br.rrst into flarle - both
were killed. The next day Ryan, Blackburn and I
flew the sane pattem at the double funeral.rt (Erd
of }fr. Polkrs letter.)

Aubrey F. Diamond likewise went through lhe R.F.C.
and Canadiarr schools of pri-tnary flying on this side and,
irr Febrrrary 1918 was assigned to the 148th Aero Strtu.,
just then going overseas. He sailed on the OLY]4PIC in
March and, while the non-comissioned officers and en-
Iisted rnen went on to France rrri.th the C.0. the assigned
officers went to R.A.F. schools for furlher trairrirrg.
On 30 June hc was sent to No. 29 Strfu., R.A.F. He
states:

nShorLy{ Boudwin and I spent a lot of time to-
gether - both trained at Castle Bronw'ich near Bir-
ningtraur on SEs then went on leave together up irtto
Scotland - later when we got together again at Toult
Hc and I and Poler rooroed together for qrite a whi1e.
In regard to ptrotographs while up with the 29th
B.A.F. - I have two or ihree snapshots of some of
the pilots posted jrt an album but .......... As I
rearenben it, I had nf'|| up trilh the 29th R.A.F. and
No. 15 rith the 25th but I cou].dntt snear toit.I did
have one of r1y planes do'*n r+ith the 25th but since
it bad ny girlrs nanc Pinted on itr I sent it to
her - the narne l'llRIHlTA uas printed on both sides
about wherc thc Z is on Iauerls p1anc. You will-
note the nunbers on the 25th S$ndron planes werc
farther tqck near the cockpit. Mry C.O. with thc 29th
R.l,.F. uas lbjor Dixqr. Hc had the D.S'O. and as I
recall it was about 24 yoars old at the time. I'V
fLight comender was Captairi Holmes who as I ranernber
it had the nilitary medal and the D.F.C. (lauer says
he was killcd jl an accident after the war). Capt.
Holmes nade the Arny a career and had graduated fron
Sandhurst. Hc had been baek and forth to thc front
sincc 1914. He had fl-orm h the days when planes
carried no aroament - and it was intercsting to hear
hj-n tcll about how it starled with pistols, then
rifles and firrally the war got tough whert they start-
ed usiag roachine guns. Itraturally hc had becorne con-
sertratlve over the years and usually wanted the odds
il his favor before starting a fight but neverthel-ess
a good guy to break h with.

{the officers of No. 29 Sgdnr _R.l.F., as I recall
then, as of July 15r 1918, were: (I w"as out there to
celebrate tire 4Lh) C.0. - l,laJor Dixon (pnelish)
rAn Eliaht: - Etiebt Cmnarider, Capt. Holnes (frelish)
FIfr-g ofticers: Hunphries (frrgtish); Rced (south
Africa); ilBon Wilson (Canadian.and nry tent-mte -
later kill-ed in action); Roth (Canadian); Otleary

(American but in Canadian uniforn); Dia,nond (U.S.)
trBt Flight! - Flight Conrnander, Ia Gesse, (of FYench
desienE fionr the West Indics); Ventor (S.1.); lyson
(French Canadian); Brown (American in Canadian uni-
form); &!n (s.A.); Lauer (u.s.)
trctt ELiAht. - Flight Cornnander, Capt. Daries, (Erg-
lifFTilmaed August 12, 1918); Li. wareing-(hgl
Iash/; Harn son (Illgrr-sn,l; xoJ-Ie \.EingJ-r_sn,l; l(oss
(S.A.) later Capi. Ross and a flight scmandgr;
Dongan (Anerican in Canadian uriiforn). Personnel
changes werc vcry frequent.

ttl{o. 29 Sqdn was sialioned at St. Omer, and later
on a farn north of St. Omer (to avoid bomb raids).
Our front was from a fittle North of Ipres (in
nr-ins) down past - Kenmel HiII, Bail1end, Mervi11e,
Nieppe Forest (which sort of looked llke a big ques-
tion mark) but not as far South as Anas. Annen-
tieres was farther over in eneny territory and Lille
was a big blur quite a distance over into enetry
counrry.

rrAnoiher note covering the peri-od August Lfth to
September 19, 1918 states rsquadron very active. In
lhe roonth of August we broke all prerrious records for
the nuaber of enemy aircraft destroyed i-n one nstth.
We receivcd official credit for 51 and were compli-
mrnf.rrl hw Crncna'l Plumer. At the end of this ti.tnc
(Sept. 19th) I had boen officially credlted with the
destructi-on of two cnem;r observation balloons.t As
to the exact date and places (of these victorles) I
cantt help you, but there should be a record jn the
British files as they put out an official comunique
of some sort.

[Or Sept. 19th I was sent to Issoudon for a cou-
p1e of weeks, then assigncd to duty ferryi.rrg S.E.5t"
frora Ergland for use of the 2Jth Aero Sqdn. I nas
still on this duty when the A:nristiee ms signed.
Then I joined the 25th at Toul Airrdrome. I remained
rs:ith then until the Squadron returned to the States
il June 19l9.rl

ItIn picture of the 25th, lined up on the Toul
aerodrome, you wiJ.J. note that the first plane has
streamers hang:ing on the trai-ling edge of the r+ing.
That was connon practice on the British front. The
Ieader of a fllght or squadron used it to nake it
easier to get into forraation after take-off. Our
fields often tirnes were merely postage stamp size and
you had to take off one at a time then get jlto fom-
ation before heading for the lj-nes.

ttMr. Hardesty wanted to know who built the
S.E.!ars used in the 25th Squadron. I know this nuch
- some of them were assembled up around Binainglran.
Bennett nBlmrt 0fiver of the 148th Squadron has
told ne since that the rnotors in our S.E.s were
built in this country. They nere good motors and I
had presumed they were built by the Brltlsh. I once
flen one nade by the Flench with a geared prop and I
didnrt like it. One other thing about the 25th, we
recelved three Fokkers in crates after the Armigtice.
Thb nechanics nanaged to put them together and th6y
worked fine except our gas was a }ittle rich for
then and they threw srnoke. We had fun cceparjng then
(testing) rrith the S.E.s and SPID3 at Toul. They
clearly out maneuvered the SPADs - I think they were
equally as good as the S.E.5a.tt
nJoer Diamond, as he was, and is ]orown ls a'l'l of his

flying cornrades, had ttuis to say about his postwar ca-
r€er.

trAfter discharge 1n 19f9 I took a connission ln
the resenre, and c"me here to fjnish ny education at
the Universi.ty of Pittsburgh. While attendlng I took
a Job as recreation leader with the City and after
graduation, with A.B. degree, I stayed on with the
departnent. By 1949 I had enough time in to retire
so I decided to fuJ.fiLl a long-tlme ambitlon to study
law, which I di.d at the University of Alabana' and
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was admitted to the bar in 1952. It has been nore of
a hobby than a practice as yet.I'I contj-nued flying untj-l the nid-1930ts when I
began to fail the physical exans, and when the War
calre agpin I was ordered to active duty bnrt was turn-
ed down on qy physical.

xlrr l-923 I married a very tolerant and understand-
ing young lady, Ellen Cul1en, and she has nranaged to
put up with ne ever since. I an a nenrber of the Phi
0anma De1ta and Phl Alta Delta Fraternities, the
Daedaliors, Aero Club of Pittsburgh.rf

In a letter from Hush Saunders to A.A.H.S. Member
Ross S. Ferur, Hugh Saunders Cf€i'l described one of the
ilnerican offlcers who served with hin. Said he, trShortJ/l
Boudwin, was well narned. He was approxiroately five feet
4i inches in height and one nanrs recollection of hirn
ivas la g.ood exa.Blple of good things in small packagest.
I didnft know uruch about this young officer for he ar-
rived about s1x weeks before I left 84 $fdn. I{e start-
ed very welL and soon began to show his worth. In the
end he got several eneqr aircraft before he left.tr

Lt. Joseph E. Boudw'in served in I'io. 8{ Sqdn. R.A.f.
The other Amerlcans in No. 84 were George A. Yaughn
(12 e.a.), Sanuel EckerL, l.iortimer 5. 1{g}*la'l 1, A. F.
Mathews, Bennett Oliver, Earl I'i. Herrl'ier and I. P. Corse.

Lt. Boudwints active service with No. 84 Sqdn. nas
glven a report to the U.S.A.S. in Nov. 1918. He went to
England in March, 1t18. His flylng up to that tjme in-
cluded { hours dual and l5 hours solo with R.F.C. j.n-
structors i.n Texas, and 25 hours with the 148th Aero Sq.
in Texas, all on Curtiss macNnes. At Castle bcrnrich he
had L-3/h hours dual on the Awo, 40 hours solo on the
Avro and 15 hours on the Sopr+ith tPupil. then ca,nre 12
hours practice fltrrilg on the S.E.5a and flnally, before
beilg sent to combat duty, 5 lrours, 40 mins. on the S.E.-
5a in Aerial Grnnery tra5ning. Total 140-plug hours.
His report stated:

rI arrived at No. 84 Sfdn. R.A.F. qt July 4th,
for rny first taste of active servic€. I was given
about eight hours fl-ying in practice behind the lines,
before I crossed them for the first ti-roe, July !th.
My first baptlsn of fire on that day was a good one;
the Flllght; dove down on a ball-oon, to the accompani-
ment of the trArchj.estt reception. Although we did
not tmrn the ba]loonr the observer was forced to
junp.

tr&r the 15th we borobed and Itshot uprt a Hrrn aero-
drme at Folkencourt. In spite of ever active na-
chine guns on the grorrnd, succeeded h settlng fire
to two of the enenyts hangars and in destroying sone
of his eircraft on the field.

ItMy next affair was the burnlng of a Hun Observa-
lion bafloon on Jul-y 20th. The fli.ght Comunder
(Capt. Rawlson) and f crossed the lines at 18,000 ft.,
maneuvered for position and dove together frorn thl-s
heigbt to the b.l]oon. It was a vetTr di-sagreeable
sensation I will adr0it, to take such a drop for the
first tine -- but i.t was well worth it, for having
fired a couple of hundred rounds aplece lnto the
energr ttsausagert, we eaw it burst j-nto flames.

ttl.V next e:<perience was rrith a more formidable
foe, in the forrn of seven Fokkers, when we were but
flve, and well inside their lines. Our flight dove
on the Huns and did for two of thern. f had rather a
disagreeable time wj.th one of thern, neetJ.ng hirn face
to face and receivixg bullet holes jrr 16r propeller.
At another time, I, w:ith two others, net three of the
enery - inside their lines as usual. In fact the
British Aviation $as very effective irr keeping the
marauders at hone wtrlch nade Hun hunti.ng nore dlffi-
cuLt. two of the

(If) ttugh Saunders, Air Chlef l4arahell of thc Boyal
Air Force, C.G.B.r'If.M.1 M.C., D.F.C. & Bar,
retirEd fro the R.A.F. in L953, Scc photo p, 27.
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eneuly 5l this ilstance.
trOn the 25th Capt. Rawlson was wounded while we

were after a bal-loon. He fainted, but recovered and
was able to reach home safely. Then we had a big
scrap with elght Fokkers on July 30th. We were again
onJ.y five against eight. The enoqr were jl the pro-
cess of attacking two of our Observation D.H.4rs,
,vhen we.arrived. {y Etight Cornrnander (then Capt.
Proctor) chased one l'okker thru their fornation
w'ith three falling on his taiI, firing at him. I
attacked one of these, firi-ng at close range, who
rolled over and collided w'ith another, both of which
were seen to crash. Altho we unfortu:rately losl one
of our pllots, two of the Huns were accorrnted for by
our flight.

ilOn August 4th our Flight again dove on an eneny
balloon, the Flight Connander settjng it on fire.
Three days later, we encoruntered eighteen of the
enerry and shot down three of tha. It again cost us
one of our ordn nen. Orr noct work was ground straf-
ing in pairs, durlng the big attack of August 8th.
With the fllight Consrander I helped ttshoot uptr, on the
first patrol, an antl-tank gun, parLies of retreat5-ng
Huns, and finally a ballocn at ve:.Xr close to the
growld rhich we set qr fire as it was bei.ng toled
back by horses. The flau5lg gas bag fell on the
horses. 0rr the afternoon patroJ., I uas with two
others dropplng bonbs and shooti"ng at the anery when
we met twel,ve of lheir Fokkers. We nanaged to finish
one of then, but ny naehi-ne was so weIL riddled r*ith
bullets that it had to be rrwritten offil.

ttThe nexL day wo varid the routlne of strafing
when our *luadron net one of the enelqrrs so cal]ed
rcircusest of thirty. The outfit was decorated in
r'11 their rar paint, the leader being entirely red.
I had a few clips at one, and one had a fevr more at
rne before we left then. During these three days I
did II hours and forty ro5lutes of ground strafi-ng,

. Bccsuac of apace linitetidts w6 cannot corapletc the
ctory of thc 25th Aero Sqrradran ln this iscue.- CoI.
Boudrdnlc account lc broken off here and r11I bc cont-
inued in the Su@cr lscuc of the JO,JRNAL. Therc are
nany other vcry intereotfurg peracrnal accounts fro the
other ncnberc of the rquadlon whlch rill be told.

Joacph H. Boudril rctlred fron the Federal Avlatj.on
Agency afbcr a lcrg end dietlnguishcd careor in
Dcccnbcr- 1950; hs had rctired fron actlve duty 5:r three
nars wlth, irt turn, the Air Servlce, Arq f,ir'Forcea,
and the US$, 1n the rank of Colonol.

Ae Csdet Boud.ln, he gradrrated fro the School of
Milltary Aeroneuticsp Princeton, and receiv€d his prl-
Bt? flight tr.ainlng 1n Tooa, then went to England for
Igltto tralnlng. He ras cmisaloned 2nd Lt. irr Febnrary
1t18, and to lst Lt. me year later.

Follorirrg the lgr Soudrrjn EB elop1oy€d by thc Iawson
Alr Line.Cmfnny for a while in 1920, and bf the U.S.
Alrllne (lbahiagton to .tlew lork) untlt 1929. He Joined
the-Depertnent of Qomsts6 in 192g where, between rars,
he becans Field Inspector, Chief of flLlght Test and
Fectory Inspectlor, Superlntodent of Aircreft and,
Coporants, Aaslstant Ctrlcf of Flleht Drglnecring Div-
1a1on, and finally, Chief of f}i'ght ?est Bralch of the
ruccsoor deprtnent, the Fcderel Aviat:.on Agency.

In World War II Boudwin returned to scrviee in the
Air !{aterlal and Air Serrdce Crmmndg in inapection and
naintalnence duties, becoing Chlef of !{alntainence and
lnefuecrlne Inepectlon Sectlon, Hg Air Technlcal Senrlcc
Comnnd tn I9l+5. He rag altrdrrded ttre lroy Cmodatlon
Rlbbcn and rel-oived fro active duty ln Aprlf J.946.
lufing the Korean Uar t-r,e again went sr aclive duty as
Colqrel and serv€d untll 1953 in the Offlce of the Insp-
ector Gdreral.
. . foflorfng hls retir€m$t, whlch hc is norr qrJoyint

at tds hoe an Chccapeake Bay, he wsrt on an ectendod
crulsc arourd the world cr e freighter.
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