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The prototype single-engine S-39, an altogether differsrt
airpJ.anc, ras given the sa,ne registration number X-96314,
and used the first P & W r{{asp Jrtt. It had trin verti-
caJ- stabllizera, )-arer revised !o on€. l.t rrew t-n
Febmary f930. (Photo - Slkorsky)
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Following closely on the heela of Sikorslgrrg ;n-
nenseJ.y successfuf- 5-36, Igor I. Slkorsky designed, for
the sportsna^n or executive onner-pilot, the S-39. At
first nerely a reduced scale S-18, thc S-39 forerver re-
rqained a nllttle brothers in looks and use.

Fanily tralts yere comron in Sikorslqrre ear\y an-
phS.oians, for the S-31+, 546, S-38, S-39 and even tbe
17-ton S-4O rere of basical].y the same configurat5.on,
rith a high wlng, suspended fuselage and ruddBr-eleva-
tor asserobly attached to the rings by outriggers.

fhe S-39 first flev on 24 Decembet 1929 and lt
arrlved at a very bad tlne, for the economleg of the
norld were such that a nan would be unllkely to nm out
and spend $2O,00O dollars on a neu airplane. Ae WLLLisE
T. Ierkine so aptly put it ln the lntroductlon to lds
book, The FoId Story, nA rave of distress s6'l'l{ng,
starting on 2+ October L9n and clinaxilg on the 28th,
resulted fu a 14 btllion dollar loss on the New York
Stock Erchange end plunged the United States into a
depressi-or that l-asted through I935Jt The S-39ts flrst
fl-ight ras just two months, to the day, afber the big
i{all Street crash. In opite of the fact that the S-39
nas born at such a tine as r,ould prevent the production
of nore than 23 a!-rplanes, prototypeo lncluded, the
Iittle anphibian established an enviable sorvlce record.

For exanple, an S-39 proved its reliability la nore
than 50rO0O niles of etploratory fti-ght ln Africa rlth
ldartin Johnson. The gane alrplane later a:p3_ored renote
Borneo rith Johnson and w&s Lost nhile under tow fo]-lor-
ing a heroic sea roscue under adverse conditions duri-ng
l{orld lfar II. Another S-39 e:plored Auetralia rith htard
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Thls rare photograph shors the only trrin engined S-39, X-963M. It was ill-fated,
for lt crashed on its third fllght rrttldn a week after cmpletion in Decenber
1929. SikorskSr abandoned the two-engine concept for this sporb/executlve air-
plane i-n the productlon models. (Photo - Sikorsky Aircraft Divlslon of Unlted
*lrcraft Corp.)



ta|

The origi.nal twi-n engined S-39 in construction. It had
wooden huIL frane rith netal hull skin. The single step
huJ.I ras divlded into four i{atertight e@partnents. En-
trance to the cabl.n rras through e hatch that exterided

The alJ--netatr hul} of the production S-39. (Sikorslq)

The finaL configuration of tne S-39 t X-9631.1' with single
vertlcaL stabillzer. Its la.ndirtg gear used a long ver-
tical shock stnrt to wilg, revised i:n production models.
(Ptroto - Sikorslry)

the length of the cabin. lfings rere netal fra,nework,
fabrlc covered, and rere easily renovable from the cent
ter-section. trlith wings removed the ridth was l8r-2n.
(Puoto - sikorsky)

Interior of S-39 rith pilotrs seat removed. Instruments
are 1. Airspeed, 2. Altimeter, 3. Clieb indicator, d.
H8ht, 5. Fuel gauge, 5. CJ-ock, ?. Compass, 6. 1\rlr &
Bank, 9. 0i1 pressure, 10. Tachometer, 11. O11 tenp.,
12. Air pressure for Haynood starter. (Photo - Slkorslqf).
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Willlans and it, too, was danaged while making a sinr-iIar
rescue at sea durirg the War. And there are today two
S-39rs in existencer nore than 30 years after they were
buiIt.

One 5-39, piloted by Harry Rictunn heLd the Inter-
national Altitude Record for Class Cl airplanes, rrith a
high nark of 18,61+1.675 feet set 29 January L935 arfi
held until 1f April 1916. 0n 10 February 1935, :w:.th
Harry Richnan and George Daufkirch on board, tha sarae
S-39 set the Interrational Speed Record for Class C3

airplanes over a 10O0 kiloneter (521 niles) course, with
an average speed of 99t95O niles per hour. This record
was held up rurtil Q Mzy 1937.

0ther sundry honors jlrclude the fact that the S-39
ras the first plane nounted on a prlvate yacht and was
Igor Sikorskyts first a]'l nelal airplane. The prototype
S-39 is the first airplane for which there was a fu]-l
scale mock-up btrllt prior to constructlon of the actual
airplane. And the S-39 was Sikorsk;rrs first alrplane
bullt in Connocticut.

Ert not all was glory for the S-39. The prototype
crashed on its third flight, several were scrappedr one
was made into a boat and one Has smashed by a drunken
fisherman.

WHT THE S.39?

Folloring the succegg of the tu-in S-38, Igor
Sikorslry felt that a market existed for an a'nphlbian,
sural-ler than the S-38, rrhich would lnterest the orner,
pilot, sportsnan and executlve. This idea behild the
srraller a.nphibla.n was gound. i{ith underdeveloped alr-
ports, often far fro cities, an anphibian rould be
tdeal as landings could be nade at edsting airports
or on any fairly straight stretch of open vater. NEw

Yorkrs East River was often used by Pratt & hlhltney
executives flying down froro Connecti.cut in their S-38"
The S-39 nould do the same trick with mote €conolrf,r

Further, at the tine construction started on the
S-39, the country wes in the roldst of roaring boon
ti.rnes and the sport*nan-pilot nas ln his heyday. The

S-39 wlth land/water capabillties was bullt for this
type of rnan. In nld 1929 lgor Sikorsky roade the decision
to proceed, sketched out his desigr concepts, and turnod
then over to Boris P. labensky to nold into an airplane.

ORICINAL CONCfp't - the TWIN-BNCII{E S-39

The alrplane whlch grew out of Sikorslgrs sketches
under the hand of Boris Iabensky, Michael Gluhareff and
Michael Briyid was a light tr*i-n-engi.no alrplane foJ-lor-
ing alrnost identical llnes of the S-38. A disciple of
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nulti-enghe safety, Igor Slkorsky jlsi-sted upon two
engines. British Cirrus rrHennes Mark ftt, 4-cylinder
in-Iine, up-right engines of 115 take-off horsepower
were selected and nounted on tha ring.

Iabonolryl in chargo of the developent dopar'tnent
'dth 39 people, had the naJor responsiblltty for the de-
sign and development of the trdn-engine S-39. Usirg
Igor Sikorskyrs sketches and basic layout draw'ings,
Michael Buivid bui1t, on hls own ln:itiative, the flrst
full scale wooden nock-up in any aircraft construction.
l{ith thls nock-up as a pattcrn and the layout drari-ngs
ava5.Iab1e, Iabenslcy and hls group fabricated the parts
for the prototype rith a nini-mn number of bluepnints.

The fact that some 39 nen worked on the S-39 during
this ponlod 1g one of llfers little odditieE.

The ntrinil had wooden bulkbeads, wlth duraluninun
sheet coverlng the hull. Wings were constructed of dur-
al.urlnum rlbs, corpresslon nenb€rs and spar, then fabrlc
cover€d. It aleo utilized Igor Sikorsk;rrs nflying talltt
prilciple for single engine safety of trin-englne air-
craft, a principle prerlously used on Slkorakgris e96""
a.nphlblans. It yorked like thls...there waa a lifting
surfacc on the lnboard surfac€ of the vortical gtablli-
zers which rrould ald the pilot i.ta keeplng a straight
cours€ rrith cither enginc out. Thia was used on the
twin S-39 bnrt of course waa later dropped out of the
llasp, Jr. S-39 deslgn as there ras but the one vertlcal
ctabilizcr.

UNITED AIRCBAFT'S ROLE I}I THE S-39 DEVEIOPMENT

Wh1le the first S-39 deslgn ues progressing,
Sikorslg Avlation Corporation becane a subsidiary of
United Aircraft .snd Transport Corporatlon in 1929.
United Aircraft policy uas to have considerablc effect
upon Slkorslcy operations la that United Aircraft €qulp-
nent would be used tn lte aircraft designa as luch as
possible and top managenent decisions rou'Ld be tnade et
Hartford. Ilris policy was to engdf the S-39.

Pratt and ldhitney Aircraft Division of UATC ras de-
veloping a snell 300 HP alr-cooled, radiaL engjne na'Eed

the Wasp, Jr., and the S-39 was selected as the first
hone for this new engile. Pressure uas brought to bear
upon a very reluctant Ur. Sikorsky to change the S-39
deslgn to a single engine aircraft. Iihen the loss of
the trjn S-39 later occumed, due to loss of power of
one engile and lts inabillty to -airltain ftiSht on the
rsn'inirg engine, Sikorslcy had lost his argument.

The tvin S-39 vas rolled out ln nid-Decqber I929r
and after conpletion of ground testing, flew for the
first tl:ne on December 2[th fron the Orrtiss-ltrlght air-
port at Stratford, Conn. It crashed on the 30th tn its
thi,rd ialght.

Follorlng the crash, work began lnnediately upon the
slngle englne S-39. Like the twin S-39, the new proto--
t54p- ras of netal a^nd wood construction but with ribs of
ilverted nbatn eection rith spacers used vfhere tnrscing
was rivcted.

Wi.th p & Wrs trWasp Sr.n (c/n 5) lnstau.ed, the alJ-
ner s-39 prototype ras ready for flight testlng to begin
try rnid-February, L93O. Registration ras X-953M, thc
sano as the trln S-39, but there is no doubt that ttt"is
was in entlrely new airplane. In the reel< of February
10th geveral test fllghts had been carried out rhen the
rlng gave out rith a loud groan and started to buckle 1n
fUght, forcing a quick terrr.inaticr of that dayr" *o"U.
In a letter to Igor Sikorsky, Jr.r the pilot Boris
Sergievsky nrote, nI have no infomation on the first
S-39 except that during the first test flight I looped
with it. In any event, the wing spar was reinforced and
testing contlnued.n

F\rther fllght tests revealed that the S-39 was a
reaeonably satisfectorT perfotnerr though soDeHhat below
e)eectatlons. Vibration and drag eaused W the englne
supporte necessj.tated revision in the later production
nodels. A nen all netal hu]I rrith revised lines ras de-
signed and a general aero$man'lc clean up was lnstituted.

AMUT TIIE AUTHORS

l4itch l4ayborn is one of the earli,est Menbers of
thls Soclety and has been of constant assistance to the
Editor over the years. Hls naJor contributions to the
JOURNAI qualify him as the ItSikorslcy e:cpertn; fcr ln-
sta,nces, ttThe Sikorsky S-35 and the New York-Paris At-
t€mpt'r (Vof. 3), and nThe Ugly Duckling - Sikorsky S-38t1

1voi. 4). This latter piece ranks a,nong the best of
the one-airplane type regearcheg ever produced.

In the past year Mitch has served as a Foundj-ng
Dlrector and ilterin presldent of the newly forned To<as
Avlation Historical Society, a gathering begun in the
Dallas/Ft, Worth area W A.A.H.S. Menbers. He is cur-
rently on the edltorlal staff of lwo o11 industr;y trade
nagazi-nes blrt his enthusiasn for aviation history ls
unbounded.

Warren Eberspacher again provides a splendld ex-
a,nple of menber cooperatlve research. His draw"ing of
th; S-39 was produced aftsr an e:dtaustive survey of
documents and photographs with Mitch ldayborn. Warren
also produced the drawing of the S-38 for the Volune
4, Nmrber 3 JoURNAI (Fal-I, 1959) p.2T.
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Conplete drawings and tooling were done at this time.

PRODUCTION OF THE S-39

Production conmenced at a rather hectic time. The

Sikorsky dlvision was ln the process of morring its plant
from College Poinl, L. I. lo a new factory.at Stratford,
Connecticut. The S-38 was in fu"1I production at College
Pojlt. Production of the S-J9, ha$pered by the severe
depression, and hindered by the scattered plant facili--
tles slow1y got underway tu early 19JO.

Orce started, production went smoothly for the S-39
but sal-es were hard to obtaj.n. Several other anphi"bians
were on the narket i-ncluding the Keystone nOonnuterrr

(Wrietrt rthlhirlHFindrt 300) and the Savoia-Marchetti S-55
(Kider K5). The Keystone sofd for $17,500 but its per-
forrnarrce did not natch the S-39. The S-39, had been de-
signed as a large quantity productlon airplane with
p.Jflt shoiln in numbers built, and when sales were slov
in naterializing, production was hatted with the cmple-
tion of the first 20 production models.

Sikorsky built its detail parts in sets of twenty'
This neant lhat twenty conplete sets of parts for the
S-39 r+ould be conpleted and stored, and a set taken out
and ass.enbled when an order was received. AIL engireer-
ing changes woufd be incorporated jn the nexb batch of
twinty parts. Jack Harkness related that the first pro-
ducti-on'batch of twenty were authorized by top (UA) roan-

agenent. The S-39 looked so good and perforned so nell
that Harlmess, n'ho nas then Factory l{anagerr decided to
manufacture an additional set of 20 parts without speei-
cific authorlty fron the Hoad Office of United Aircraft'
The work was needed to keep the shop going and it had
been the practice ln S-38 production to hrild up palts
il batchei as needed. Unfortunately, the Head Office
decided to scrap the S-39 progra'n on the basis of narket
conditions and the lower prlced competing aircraft'
Harlaness was caught with 20 unauthorized sets of S-39
components about 60 per cent complete. These were or-
dered scrapped and Harlrress ras renoved as Factory Mana-

8€r.
With the end of the S-39 progran, Sikorskyrs labor

force had to be reduced fron 950 to 350. A U'st was
posted each Friday at noon for a period of six weeks,
letting employees go i-n r:nits of I0O. Oldtjme Sikorslry
hands hated the action but by 1932 econonic condltions
were guch that there was no choice. There had been 180
engineers on the staff in 193O; there lrere none by the
end of 1931. Five were later re-hired to nork on the
l,iavyr" XSS-I progra,n.

S-39 CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION

A description of the naJor cdnponents was taken fro
Des criptlon and Maintena.npe-l4an\ra1, Sikorsky Models
sSSB and Yf-c-26, but it holds true for aU S-39 ver-
sicns as they were sinilar except for ninor nodifica-
t1ons.

I4ND$q--@A&. Any reference to the S-39 landine
gear6et of course begin as Sikorskyrs Description and
Maintenance Manual:

I€nd 0!l th Wheefs

s night seem to a non- reader, but

Early S-39 models rere equipped with rrballoon o.
wheelsil and ttre system proved to be unsatisfactory.
These planes had no shock absorbers and relied upon the
balfoon tires to take up landing stresses. C. W. Deeds
related lhat his first S-39 flight had been r+ith one so
equipped. The pllot was Bernard L. Whelan, then Chief
Pilot for United Aircraft and Transport Corp. and later
General Manager of Sikorsky Aircraft. hlhelan and Deeds
landed, promptly bor:nced back i-nto the air with l{helan
decJ.ari-ng, rrl havenlt bounced that high i-n 20 yearsrf .

The balloon tires were replaced rith wide track
tires and shock absorbers were installed. The wide
tires nade the S-39 taxi confortably and were better
for use on soft sand than standard tires.

The landlng gear was bydrauJ-ically punped up or dorrr
by hand, either wheel operatfug indopendently. After
landirrg on water, the pilot could lor*er the gear to-
gether or singly for.braking, naneuverlng or beach5lg.
Therg was no warning light or gear posltionlng systen.

Lesis McCIain, Chief Fratt & hlhitney Test Pllot, rho
ofLen flew Deedrs 5-39 (NC-803W) on tra.nsport duty for
UATC executivea, added that the trwheels-down on land/up
on waterrt ru-l-e also applied to take-offs. Once he flew
to Malne to fetch the rife of a conpany executive. In
severd take-off runs he was unable to gain ffying speed,
and could not detetrdne the cause. Finalty his lady
passenger said, rrShould the wheel-s be in the water?rl
hbarrassed he pulled the wheels up and rade a standard
take-off.

The tailwheel was steerable and was disconnected in
flight by a clutch. In the xater' the l$t x ln +e'l-
wheel ras effective as a rudder. A Sikorsky sales bro-
chure fron 1931 states that the nain landing Sear and
tailwheel could be renoved in 15 ninuies, reducing
weigfrt by 20o pormds and naklng the S-39 a true flying
boat.

POWERPLANT. The description of the S-39rs power
plant is best erglai.ned by Harvey Lippircott who gather-
ed the followlng ixfornation.

Production nodel S-39s were equipped rith the Pratt
& l{hitney Wasp Junior series A engines. There were 23
nAil series engi4es shipped to.Sikorslq including:

Wasp Jr. c/n 6' shipped l/3O/30 (installed in
x-963u)i c/n L5 and 15 (instalted in Nc-888w); c/t 22,
23, A, 2j, 25, 27, 28, 29, 30, 3L, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39,
40, 4I, 42, l+3 and 52. No. 52 was probably a rep]-ace-
nent englne for one danaged fu a hangar fire Hhich re-
sulted in considerable da.nage to a.n S-39 vtren a nechan-
icts troub:Ie light broke, lgrriting palnt l'unes and
.bdrnlng the fabric fron the rings. Shipnent of the
above englnee exLended from 27 l4ay to 2O October 1930.

The nost hlstoric of the enginea to pouer the S-39
was lfasp Jr, c/n 2. hr1lt as an nAn seri.€s engine 1t
becane the first Wasp Jr. to fly when it was install-ed
and fLown in P & Wrs Vought 02U-1 in Deceurber 1929 wlth
Lewls Mc0lain as pilot. It had been ridely nnored that
No. 2 Wasp Jr. flew j.n Charles ilSpeedn HoLma.nrs Iaird
nsol_utlonn wtrich won the 1930 Thopson Trophy Race, btrt
research by U.ppJncott proves that it did not fly in the
Iaird durjng the 1930 race although it did at a later
date. Mc0fai-nrs logbook shows the engire still i-n the
02U two daye before the race. It was shipped to Hol-nan
on 24 March 1931 and instaUed by Bay Peck of P & lf, and
flew in the Laird until repJ-accd with e Wright J5. Aft-
er renoval fron the Tai.rdr it ras instaDed i-rr Iouell
Baylesr C'ee Bee (Uoael Z, Racing No. 4) which won the
1931 Thmpson Trophy Race. In L932 the engine ras irl-
stalled in Gee Bee l,lode] R-2 (ii,acing No. 7) and flown by
Iee Gelbach. Up to late 1932 ttris engine nas the prop-
erty of Pratt and Lltultney and was loaned or rented to
the users. On 14 Noveonber 1932 the engine was sold to
Sikors!ry after converslon fron trArr series to an trS2An

series of 3'15 HP at 2300 fiPM and instalLed tu Marti!
Johnsonrs S-39 G/n 914, NC-52V). Ttris engine flew ln
the SPIRIT OF AFRICA, ag Johnsonts plane was named, for
two years in Afrlca and on his orpedition to Borneo'
I?re airplane and eneine (together the nost hlstoric of

any pilot knows that the nost obvious and elenental rule
j.s- the easiest to forgel. Marshall Rising of Pratt &

Whitney relates observing a wheels-down landing on Iake
St. Catherine, Verrnont. He saidr trThe S-39 nade a
beautifu.l appro&ch and touchdom, then a great spray
shot up and-the ship went up on its Dos€r- The right
wing wlnt rrnder and the engine stopped. Slowly the
olane fel} back on an even keel and several badly shakcn

ireople clambered out on top of !h:-lPlf followed by one

very rea-faced pilot.rr In l4arch 1931' Capt' Elliott
made a wheels-up landing rrith the S-38, HAWAII, of Inter
Island Airnays, w'ith no damage. See ttThe Ugly Ducklingn,
JOURNAL of A.A.H.S., VoI. {, No. 3r p.172.
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No. 900X, ll-42v, of Hanllton Standard Propeller Servi-ce
nhictr nas entered in the 1930 National Air Tourr flonn
by George Meissner. (Photo - Ford Motor Co., via Stephen
J. nuoeK/

No. 904, NC803Iri on the yacht L€IOSLAND. This arrsngp-
ment proved unweildy and 904 was danaged and sunk in
1oad5lg. F.Lwood nPeten Quesada, l-ater General, and head
of the F.A.A. nartonly escaped inJury. (Photo - P & l{)

No. 9O5, NC-804lfr flonn around San Fra,ncisco Bay during Another ltanilton Standard Corp. S-39, No. 909, l{C-807W,
tno years of the Treesure Is1and l{orlds Fair, 1936-39 by later sold several tLrnes, rurnored to be in lora (Photo -
Paul l[antz Air Serrriee. (Photo - W. T. Iarkins) Sikors]<y)

Under the ring of the Pan America,n Airr*ays S-40r at that tirae bearing e:perl-
nental registration - &V, the S-39 appeared very snall. No. 9]2r NC-50V.
(rnoto - Mayborn)
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The most famous of the S-39rsr l'{artin and Osa Johnsonrs
SPIRIT 0F AI'RICA AND BORNEO follorhg return from their
s)cpedltions and ai{aiting sa1e. (Photo - W. H. Anderson)

::
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The former SPIRIT 0F AFRICA in CAP duties during WWIf
with, 1.to r., George Haddaway, Jinrde l.'fapsfia]'l and R.F.
rrUinp/t Neel. Neel rias pilot when it was lost in the
G]]-f in 1942. (Photo - Flipht uaeazine)

I.'rY,* *,

No. 9l5r NC-53V, awaiting safe at Sikorsky factory. It
was destroyed in f933 when smashed W a drunken flsher-
man. (Photo - Sikorslcy via Pete BuJ.ban)

No. 916, now labeled L,OLVERINE, NC-54V appeared in CAp
colors and serred in air-sea rescue operations in the
tul-f. (Photo - Kinbai-Vuudek)

the Si.lcorsky P & W ccnblnation) were sold in 1937 to
Char]es H. Babb Co. In 1938, P & W bo*owed the en-
gine back from Babb to use in an exhibition along rith
the flrst P & W |tWaspft. Recorde do not show that the
ang:ine 11e,s r.sfuste]led into thE S-39 and there i_s gone
hope the englne nay still exist.

Frm the P & W i-nst"rlation report on the SPIRIT OF
AFRICA ea,rne lnforaation that throttle stops were set at
1900 RPM at 8ea level-, 2O5O RPI.I at 50OO feet and 2l-50
RPU (fuIL throttJ-e) at 75@ feet. Normal RPII was 2300.

Like another S-39, No. 916 did mrch e:ploring, but in
Australi-a, during 1936. It is shown here j-n L939 to}-
loring 1.g. failure. (Pboto - Gordon S. l.lilLans)
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No. 917 jn the markings of Varney Aj,r Feuies. The
detailed.draving by Menber l{anen Eberspacher j_s of this
p1ane. (Photo - Sj-korsky)

It F" equipped wlth an gt$n fieniffen-Standard prop.
Fuel tanks rere i-rl the ri{ng and huIL and a hand wobble
purp was used to rork fuel fron hull to wi-ag tank. This
was the on].y S-39 r'ith any fuel ln the huII, a'l'l others
had tanks in the wing only. Mechanics did not like the
S-39 mgne installatim and insisted that it was dlffi-
cult to work on.

Ualter Pajos of Pratt & Whitney naintained S-39 air-
pJ-anes for both United Ai-rcraft Corp. and C. W. Deeds.
He recent\y stated in an jlterrrierf yith Lippineott" nThe
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S-39 was a reasonable airplane to nailtain, much easier
than the 5-36. The engine was difficult to gei to due
to its position high on the wing, and you had to be
caref\rl not to drop tools as they would faIL on the
rslndshield below. We solved this by buil-ding a special
platfom wtrich rested on top of the huJ-1 and covered the
windshield. Much trouble was experienced rith leaking
riveted oil tanks. Most of our rnairtenance probleros
were irr prevonting corrosion. In those days alu:oinu,n
wag not anodized and stainless steel rires and fittings
not arrail-abLe, It rras a constant battle to control
corrosionrl.

The fol-lorlng lnforuation, taken directly fron a
1931 Sikorsky salee brochure, lends color to the history
of the S-39 and provide corments not otherrrise available.

nSAfEtY. A tnre anphibiod$, equally at hone on land
or r.ater and in the air, the S-39 always has a rlanding
fieldt nearby...less than 10 seconds is all that is nec-
ess€ry to raise or lor+er its wheels...Quick take off,
good di-nb, high perfornance. . . Seaworthy hu1l" . .Princi-
pa1 strrrt fittings are on universal joi-nts...Non-shatter-
able glass rindows...Drgine and propeller mounted wefl
forwarrl, dving the safest relative position of power
plant a.nd paseengers...No fire hazard...No gasoline or
gasolirle lines located j-n the huIL. fuioke a1f you like.

rrCOtlFORT. Its exceptionally roory cabin, w:ith a
wide hatch exbending its entire lengt,h, gives a wealth
of space for four or five persons. It is easy to change
seats and go to the fornard seat beside the pilot, rhere
the easily detachable dual control wheel is l-ocated.
Excell-en.t visibility for all--270o.

|TFTFXTBILITT-ECON0Id-INSURANCE. You need no mechan-
ic to start your engile or fIy rrith you; it is the ideal-
alrplane for a pilot-owr€r. The S-39 is not a l-ow
priced airplane for the nuJ-tltude, in factr it has not
been built to a price. Brilt for the discrininati-ng
orrner, it naintains the highest standard of quality -
lt is a Sikorslcy throughout. The first aj,rcraft jnsur-
erice i.n American ras on a Sikorslcy, the first alrcraft
passenger i-ngurance in Arnerica was on a Sikorsky pas-
seng€ro Since thenr Sikors}rys always have coronanded the
lowegt insurance rates, and in I929-L93O, whiLe insur-
ance rates for aircraft went up, ihe rates for Sikorskys
went dorn still further.rl

xSikorsky coined and used the word a.nphibion which is
nor obsolete.

FUTING C HARACTERTSTICS

After it is aLI said and done, the final analysis of
any airplane, no matter hor it is bmilt, is how does it
frv?

([ See }Litch I'rayborn,
A.A.H.S., Vo1. [,
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however, I donrt believe any more so than any single en-
gile type of waier craft.rl

Mac01ain added rrThough its take-off and landing
characteristics were very pleasant, the water maneuver-
i-rrg characteristlcs, like all singfe engine water eraft
'rras soroetimes a pain-in-ihe-neck. A tvdn boat had the
advanlage of speeding up one otghe x'ith the other at
idJ.e and thereby could swing you around on a sharp radi-
us. On the single engine boat all you had was the rrrd-
der and if tide and wind rere !,?ong speeding up the en-
gj-ne would just pu11 you forward. Dropping one la^ndj-ng
gear in ihe S-39 helped considerably to act as a focus
for turning. However, catching a bouy could be a fnrs-
t,rating e:cperience jl the S-39.tt

In regard to landing, ta.xiilg and i.ake-off fron
1and, Carstens related, trThe S-39 taxied very we1l, the
lailwheel was steerable and nade ground handljrtg very
easy. On lakeoffs, the aircraft was a 1i-ttle nore crit-
j.cal as to gross load than the 5-36 and at high altitude
condj-tions we vere careful not to overload the S-39.
Duri-ng our stay in Mrica ue nrade take-offs frorn as high
as 5500 feet above sea level on water, and 7500 feei
above sea 1eve1 on land.

trApproach and landing conditions required a littl-e
more finesse than the S-38. However, on both these air-
craft logitudinal trin was najltained by adJustnent,
from the cockpit, of the horizontal stabilizer. Ilinx-
rnilg ihe aircrafl for landing caused a considerable
aroount of slaek in the elevator cables leaving the S-39
unstable longitudinally with power off or reduced to
glide speed. This was no great problen after becoming
accustomed to itr but was sonething that had to be k'ept
in nrind if w:.nd and ther:nal conditions were bad.rl

C. W. Deeds said, ttThe Haywood Air-Starter nas fi"ne
if you dldnft n:n out of air in some out of the way
place.tr Carstens agreed, addi-ng, ItWhile the Hay*ood
Air-Starter was a,n excellent nethod of startilg the en-
gine we would have some trouble keeping pressure up in
the tanks and always carried a high capacity foot punp
as standard equipnent.tr

ttVisibillt/r, sai-d Carstens, nwas v6ry good frorn the
S-39 to the side and back as there was no lower w'irtg.
There was still soroe restriction forrrard because of the
long bow. The aircraft was stable in flight j5 a'l'l
directions and was pleasant to fIy.tr

Follow'ing are accomts of individual aircraft. The
headirtgs give, in order:

Constructlon Model Register
Ift:rnber Number

x-963M

Date
Bdlt

Dee. 1929

Three people who had considerable e:gerience in fly- This was the flrst S-39 and it was built with ttrin
ing thc S-39 offered their analysis of the S-39r Vern Cirrus ttHettes Mark ltr e.ngjnes of Britj-sh nanufacture.
Carstens, nou ch.ief fU.ght operations for Beech Aircrafl, The trin S-39 was one of the trnysterldr Sikorsky air-
and fomerly pilot for l.lartin Johnson irl Afrlca, C. W. planesl relatively rinlmown and forgotten after its very
Deeds, once Treasurer of Pratt and Wtr-itney Aircraft and brief career. Some Sikorslcy personnel actually doubt
S-39 ormer for nany years, ""d,& Leris lfAcClain, re- that an rsn number was ever assigned. Detail drarirtgs
ti:.ed chl,ef e:perimental test pilot for Pratt & Whltney. were never made to record its basj-c design. RoILout was

Said Deeds regarding the S-39 on the waterrtr?he in mid-Decenbere 1929. With Slkorsiryrg test piloi Boris
rater characterlstics were outetanding. Once, taking Serglevsky at the controls, the trjrr S-39 took off on
off il hean5r surf, we went through the first uave, cli-p- Decernber 24th for the first tine. Oa Dec. 30, during
ped the top of the second and were in the air by the the third flight, the fuel punp to one of the engirles
thlrd. I donrt Imow how we managed to stay in the air failed on take-off. Unable to naintail flight on one
for green water hit the prop on the first wave.rt Iater, engi-rie (which was not able to develop full rprn)
tt'lhe S-39 landed beautifully and we would glide in like Serglevsky la.nded in the rough part of the Stratford,
a ducktr Vern Carstens seid about the S-39 on the water, Conn. field, breaking through lhe frozen ground a.nd
nThe S-39 ras cxcellent. It landed slow1y and takeoffs causi-ng ihe twin to nose ov€r on lts back. It was a
were clean. The huIL design was somewhat different than conplete washout although Sergievsky and Serge Gluhareff,
the S-38 O and no spray was thrown over the windshleld. the proJect engineer and his passenger, were not ilJured.
Tad.ing the S-39 coul-d be somerrhat of a problem in a
high r*ind in making a turataround and taxiing crosswind, t t-3t X-95iM Feb. 1930

The second S-39 was the single engine protot,ype
powered by a single Wasp Jr. engine. In delail design



This wae the flrst production airplane and was des-
ignated S-39A. It nas operated by Ha'nilton Standard
Propel-ler Service and ues entered by then in the 193O
Natlonal Air Tour. The S-39 didnrt do we]-l in the Air
Tour, cornlag ln 18th rith a total of 271899.6 points as
cmpared to the first place Ford Trlnotor with 581575.6
points. 90OX was raodifled to 5-398 ruder ATC 3?5 afLet
a letter of confornlty was received. the Departnent of
Coomerce letter was dated 27 October 1930. 900X was
sold to"Mi.Uer Alrr*ays, Put-in-Bayr Ohlo that sane yeart
continulng under l{l11er onnership until 1933. Sold to
Manitoroc Air Servicer Inc', Manitoroc, Wj.sc., it was
operatod as 5-398, 42V. Its orner and uss are unlcronn
for L935. In L936, NC roarks rrere reisgued and 9@X was
orned and operated by Dr. Ccorge W' Yor.urg, l{inneapollst
Ujrrn. Dr. Young sold the fl.ane in 1939 Lo the South
Amertcan Arlf 011 Co., New Iork City. Apparently it uas
shipped out of the country for there is no further in-
fornition about the flrst productlon S-39. (D
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it rras a conpletely new airplane. Pahted rilh a bright
red hull and white w-ings, tail boosts and tail, the nerr
netaf S-39 was nevertheless to have the same registra-
tlonr X-95314r as the trin. Duriag an early test flight,
the wilg structwe eaused a great scare when lt, shoued
signs of bucklhg in flieht. The plane xas quickl.y
landed and investigation revealed that the wing was
about to fail. the spar ras then reinforced in a satis-
factory rfirlerr Ttuis prototype S-39 was then used by
the Sikorsky firt as a general workhorse. fgor Slkorsky
went on many flights sround the countryside in this
plane. ?he speed and perfornance was not up to produc-
tion standards; Yibration and drag caused by the €ngine
Eupports reduced the perforzrance on thls plane. All
later test riork rres done on the thj-rd airplane, NC-42V,
vhlch was the first production airplane. Upon retire-
nent fron us€ et Sikorsky lt was given to the Rhode
Island State College ai Kingston. i{hen the Aero Bulld-
ing at the College nas destroyed the prototJrPe S-39 was
also scrapped.

9oox s-39A NC-42V
42V

NC-L2V

t930

Florida. It had one of the best beaching landing gear
arrangements of any arnphibian.tr No. 902 was powered by
Wasp Jr. c/n l.6. In 1947 Huntlngton sold it to a repair
firm na,ned Dutch and Mac at Rooseveft Field. The final
ending ls not known although Huntington felt that the
S-39 was probably scrapped.

903 5-398 NC-802Y 1930

Not one of the longer fived S-39ts, No. 903 was de-
livered by Sikorslcy to John DeELois Wack, Briarcllffe,
N.Y. in 1930. In 1931 it was returned to Sikorskf,, then
sol-d to Varney Air Services (1932) nho operated it until
gonetirne in 1934. Varney also operated as Varney Speed
Llnea, Inc., and Vamey Air Feries.

9Ot+ S-39A NC-803W 1930

Built before July 1930, No. 904 today rernains as one
of turo existing S-39ts. It was delivered ix 1930 to Co}.
E. A. Deeds, as a replacenent for on" 6emaged in loading
on board his yacht, the LOTOSLAM. Harvey Iiipplncott
interrriewed C. W. Deeds, son of the Colonelr regarding
his uge of the aircraft. He related that the first S-39r
probably e/n )1:6, NC-54r was danaged in loadi-ng on board
his yacht I,0TOSIA,ND. He said,

rrThe first attempt to put the s-39 (not 994; on
board nas in Nsw Haven Harbor in 1930. 8^lwood R.
Quesada (then zxd Lieutenant U. S. Amy, later
C'eneral, and Director of the Federal Aviation
Agency) landed the pIa.ne in the :river and posi-
tioned lt with the boi* facing the huLl. The hoist
was attached to a bridle secured by four lugs on
top of the wing. Quesada was sitting on top of
the ri-ng. As the plane was raised and the nose xas
over the deck reiling the sling broke, the S-39 dld
a backward sonersault into the water and landed up-
side dor,n. Quesada executed a desperate and suc-
cessful J-unge into the water cLear of the cragh.
Qulckly sinking, the pla,ne renained underrvaler for
24 hours before it was raised. The rnagnesium en-
gine cases were dissolved and the plane ras da'uaged
hy the faIL and subsequent sinkfug. It also seens
that a.n excitable mecharric took a crowbar to the
hull to let the water nrn outltl

Sikorslcy replaced this plane with NC-803W r.rtrlch was
also capable of being hoisted on the yacht. However,
Deeds indicated that it ras more convenient to base the
S-39.et United Aircraftrs Rentchler Field, East Hartford
and fIy to the yacht. Sikorsky had designed the S-39 as
s sporting plane and Deeds utilized it in this capacity,
end nentioned excursi.ons into the rrilderness of Canada
on several occasions. However, when it beca,me evident
that use aboald the yacht was less than successful, the
yourxger Deeds took over ownership ln late 1930. later
in the inierv:iev, Deeds related some interesting flying
tales about this S-39.

rrFog forced us dorn on a fli.ght frm Watch Hj.ILs,
R.I. to Point Judith, R.I. We landed offshore and
taxied in following the shoreline. We r.rould conc
to fish nets extending out lnto the rater and we
would have to go around then, losj-ng slght of the
la.nd xhile doing that. We arrived safely, spending
the night et the Dunes Club at Narragansett, R.I.
Another tine, in the Canadia^n r+i1ds, 90 nlles north
of the nearest ral)-road, we star-bed the engine and
taxied out to take-off when the engine died. Be-
fore they could reslart the engine we had drifted
near shore and banged a rrilg on a tree, denti,ng the
wing. However our pilot Jin Williams naneged to
get us hone safely.rl

The plane nas paiated r+lth a dark blue hull and si1-
ver w-ings and tail unit. Its or*ner was ruilmown from

901 s-39A Nc-887t, L930

Photos taken by Stkorsky in 1930 shon No. 9Ol uithc
out lower mdder or engine cowling. Iater photos show
these nodificatLons nade. It was used by Sikorsky for
part of 1930 and sold to Hamilton Standard at Homestead,
Pa., and from there it rent to C. L. Egtvedt, F Boeing
Airplane Co., Seattle, l{ash. in 1931. Egtvedt (now
Board Chairma,n of Boeing) flew the S-39 from 193I
through 1935. In L937, Nc-88?w was sold to Hans Miror
of Nme, Alaska. One of the flrst S-39rs to go to
Alaska, nothlng irs.lordrm past 1939 when it rras still
owned W ltiror. LL)

9O2 5-398 NC-88&{
N-886i{

r-930

Sold to A. J. Towson of Rochester, N.Y. who operated
it from 193I throueh 1933. It ras purchased by Edith T.
Huntington, MiIL Neck, L.I., N.I.r who operated it fro
]t3ia through 193?. In 1938 Edlth and her husband, R. G.
Hrntington, moved to Pal-ur Beach, Florida. V,Jhen Hunting-
ton rernt ov€rseas in 1941 the alrcraft ras left id.]-e.
He spoke ln high pralse of NC-888i{ statlng that, trItrs
been ln everJr cfl pasture and beach fron Maine to

@ Wif:-iam T. Iarkins, The Ford Stonr p.15f.
Alrcraft Manufacturere Assn., Aj-rcraft lgg 8ook,
1931.

e, CAA, March
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1936 throueh 1944. D)' 1945 Nc-803'w was irt Michigam.'

owie,i ty Jl H. Patterson, who stlll owned it in 19/+6'

PuLt.irrg-on a few yearsr the s-19 was no.longer the plush

ai.rplane used as a ttflying yacht tenderrr'. ft is now

o"n"a Uy Clern Sj-rsnons of lakutat, alaska in 195?, ac-
cording to the latest inforretion. NC-803fi probably
sti1l txists as orre of two S-39s in Alaska, dthough
]isted by the CAA

U@, as trinactj

906 5-398 NC-896W L930

907 S-39A NC-805W 1930

908 S-39A NC-805W
G-ABFI.I

r,ic-806}f

r930

Very llttle is lcrown about S-39 e/n 906' It was

first or'ned by PoweIL Crosley, Jr., Cincinnatit Ohlo
froro 1930 unLil soneti:ue in 1932. Apparently it was

sold tJl,hrncle Aviation Corp. of Indiana as it' was last
listed onned by them in 1934. No later inforrnation'
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by Carl lfartin, ,rr. of ththorage. l,al,est infornalion
frorr 194? shows !'Jo. 9C'8 sii-i] o'*rred by Martin'

gO9 S--J'i A NC-807n )930

0riginally spld to Hamilion Standard Propeller Corp'
a photo faken 1{, Decetnber l-930 shows it j"n Hardlton
o""kings. It was next sol'd to Robert Orre11 of Daytona
Beach iir Service, Inc.. Daybona Beach operat'ed No' 909

from 1932 (converteti t,o 5-398 in l?)3 ) unt'il soureti-ne in
L935 -*hen it, was ovrnerl by Irtuis S. Purrchase, Richnond
ttiil, long Island, l'I.Y. Til.1e transferred to Purchase
F]yine Seitrice, Iiic., Mineola, L.I., N.Y. in 1936' SoId
ti ca;1 Evers, New York City in 193? NC-807ti returned to
Florida in 1938 rdth Seaplane Serrr-ice, Carl Evers now in
Pa].ln Beach. EVers retumed to NIC in 1.939 and the plare
continued in his ownership through 1946. Possibly used
try the CAP during World YIar II but this is unconflnned'
No infornation since 1946-

One of three S-39rs operated by the New York Aneri-
S (now the Journal--Ancrioan) tJo. 911 was the only 999.
i6f, destroy"a-iffiservice. (see 9L5 and 918)
The Wasp Jr. SIA powered plane was sold by the $eli$
in 793L' to Jacob RuperL, Inc., New lork City. Rupert

910 s-39A NC-808i,j 1930

First regisiered to Sikorsky in 1930 as S-39Ai it
r.;as sofd to Wachusett Airways, Inc., Fitchburg, Mass';
as an 5-398' then listed as owned by the Fitchburg Paper

Cb., Fitchtnrrg. Possibly Wachusett Ainrrays was the
operator for Fj.tchburg Faper Co. In any event the foI-
I-oring Jetter fron Dick Howe gives an account of the
fife of NC-8OBW:

'l'he !-itchburg Paper Co. purchased I{C-8OBtr new in
I93O. alpine Airways was the registered owner, a1-
though lt was owneri. by t.he paper firm from 1930
ihrouglr 1945. Thay flew it fron 1930 throueh 1941'
Durfurg 

.v{t^/I it w.rs hrrngared most of ib tirne. In
L9l+6 lhey sol-d i.t and r,urchased g new-Gru:man G44A

which they operatetl until February 1960' In 1956
they got back the registration NC-808W.'!

The latest infonration, taken fron the 1946 registra-
tlm book, shows NC-808W as onned by Ebon L. Mason,
Springf ield r lllssouri .

911 S-39C NC-609W 1932

Aircraft,

go5 s-reA NC-8O4W I93O

Delivered to Noel Macy who operated it fl'om late
lllO untrl 1933. Photo taken I October 1930 shows it
*iln ti" narne BIRIJ I'I$'IER inscribed in Russian on the
nose. The signi:'jcance of the name is not known' &med
by Henry G. Fownee, Piitsburg, Pa. from l-93J until sone-
tj-me.in 193?. In 1939 it was owned by Faul Mantz,
Burb;nk, Calif . I4an'uz operated ttr-is 5-.19 v'{th S-JBr
NC-I58H during the San Francisco Worldfs Fair in 1938

and 1939. Writes Mantz, trWe flew r'or the two years
that the falr was open, circling arowrd Alcatraz Island
a,nd San Francisco Bay. lfe carried 10O,0OO passengers
in the two planes. Ttre boys had Living quart'ers riglrt
on the dock, along with our offices.rt fire Reverend

Boardrnan C. Reed wrote, frl f1ew with pilot Monty Sharp
for 15 nilutes frsr the Paul l'lantz Seaplane Base on

Treasure Island on 3 October L939". !'lantz ouned the
plane at least through 1941. Its ownership and use are
untno*,r, during World War II . After the war it appeared
i-n Alaska o'.mea ty Dona-ld John McDonald of Anchoragen in
1945 and 1947. I'lo later information j.s available and it
is presrlned scraPPed.

Apparently slow to sell this S-39A was first regis-
tered-lo Sikorslry, then not listed until- 1933 when it
bras owned by MorrelJ. Foster of Sior:x FaILs, S. Dakota'
In l93l+ it was orned W Sioux Skywayse Inc. of Sioux
Falls as an 5-398. In f935 it was orined by Sanuel B.
Snith, Cleveland, Otr-io. Robinson Air Serwlce, Inc.,
Rochester, N.Y. operated it during 1935 and 193?. Con-
tinuing to change ha,nds regrrlarly it was oxned by West-
ern Airplane Distributors, San Francisco 1n 1938 and
J. E. Mc0leLla,n, Los Angeles in 1939 and part of t.94O.

Its olvners were rrnlmorrt duri-ng World.War lI bt'tt it ap-
pears ormed tv B. G. Vandre, St. Cloud, I41nn. 1n 1945-
lO *a George C. Vandertnrrg, Spirit lake, Iowa in 1945-
t+7. There were recent rwnors that there was still an

S-39 irr lovra hrt all attempts at locating it have failed'
Anyone hnowing of the remains of any Sikorslry in Iona
is rsluested to cmtact thls atlthor.

sold it in 1935 to Beech-Air Sales Co., Inc.p New York
City who operated it until s@etime in 1937. 0. J.
Whiiney of- Ne*r York Cl.ty (later of Floyd Bennett Fiefd,
kooklyn) used it frm 1937 through 1939' sold to E' lf'
Wiggins, Edgewood, Rhode Island in 1939. A letter flom
JaCk R. Hughesp chief pilot for Johnson Flyine Service,
frdicates that NC-8O91{ was purchased by Johnson nt$ng
Serwice, Missoula, Montana sonetime in 1939 for $5500.
The purpose was to use the s-39 in fire-fighting. Hor-
ever the perfonnnce was not as good. as e:pected and it
was sold to Yertton Bookralterr Rockford Bayl ldahol
sonetine after 194? for S6000. Bookralter used it on
Coeur drAlene lake and eventually took the pLane with
hi-rn to Alaska where he is currently with the FAA at
Anchorage. One of Johnsonts nechanics reported in 1954
that he saw the plane at the Spenard-Hood Seaplane Base
on the outskirts of Anchorage with the left ring panel
removed. Charles Scheebz further reported that it car-
ried e sign, rrDo not rob anythirg off this shipl it is
going fo bo fixed.rf

A nowspaper photo and caption frorn the Anchorage
Daily Tineg, Jui.y 11, 195?r sent W Bilt Fike, states,
rr0ne of the gpand old planes of the air age,OtD @ANDAD

b;r narne, is beilg rebuilt by a loca1 couple to serve the
hunting lodge at lVo Iekes which they are in the process
of blildi.ng. Vic and Monda Lenhart bought the 1932
model Sikorsky in 1953 and have florrn i,t around the ter-

lnitially registered as liC-6O6W, No. 908 was e:gort-
ed t,o Dcgland and igsued a British cert,ificate of air-
vorthineis on 22 October L930. Uillian fteen wrote that'
rrlt was imported by W. S' Cotti.ngham for uge by Personal
Flying Serwices, Ltd. of I{eston. IL w:ls sold abroad ix
I9i5.n Owner a.nd country wll.roun r:ntil it uas owned b7
eeecit-Air Safes Co., Inc. of Ner.l York City j-n 1935 as

S-39B, NC-8O6Wr along with another S-39, NC-809W. 0nned
try louis Schwitzer, Indianapolis troll. 1937 urrtil some-
iime in 1940 when ii. became Muncie Avietion Cornpanyfs

second S-39. Its use and owner were unlmorrt durilg
World War II. It again appeared in Alaska in ]945 orned

SIJIIINC - 1962
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ritory. they are uslng parbs from a second Sikors}ry
they own, a plane used by the fanous erplorers, Osa and
Martin Johnson, in thei.r travels in Africa.rr

No. 911 now remains as one of two existing S-39 air-
creft. (Authorts note: The caption nentions a rtsecond

Si.korskSrrr. This l.eads to speculation that there is
sti1l. an S-38 existing. Johnsonrs S-18, No. ,r'14-2O was
reportedly destroyed brut this was never confirqred. (F)

912 S-39B NC-50V

Registered first to Sikorslqy in 1931. Sold to the
Cleveland Co., Cleveland, Ohio, who al-so operated an
S-38. No. 912 was j-n service during 1932 and pert of
1933 and was gold to Williaro B. Atwe11, Willoughby, Ohio
in 1933. Atwell sold NC-5OV to Harry Renkert, Jr.,
Canton, Ohio, in 1934 vho onned it throueh ]941. Its
oynor and use during World War II are unlorown. Another
of the nAlaskan S-J9rstr, NC-50V nas ovrned by Gordon
Booth of Anchorage from 1945 (possibly earlicr) through
L947. No later inforaetion.

9L3 S-39B NC-51V
N-5lV

1930

No. 913r porered by a Wasp Jr., was first owned by the
Standard Oil Conpany of loulsiana fron July ltl1 until
1932. Possib\y ueed out of the Unl-ted StateE by Shnd-
ard of louislana fron 1933 through 1935 as it ras not
listed in the United Ststes director.lr. In L936 NC-51V
ras registered fo Rola,nd Harrinan of l{ew York City.
Hani.nan sold it to Air AmcrJ-ca, Inc., Leminster, Maes.
ln 1939. Air Anerica contilued ornership until at least
L947. Wrltee Dick Howe, nS-39 NC-5IV lras owned hr a
fel-l-or naned Dicklnsdr wto had it for private use. (Ap-
parentJ.y Air America, Inc. wae the rray Dickinson had it
re&istered). In fact, he even had a nan-nade lakc to
fly it fron. This lake is non sunor:nded by year-round
hmes and cottages.tr Hore added that he thought that
the S-39 Just deter5.orated at the Local field, and ras
in poor condition 1n 1941.

9U S-39CS NC-52V r932

This ia probably the rnost fanous 6f e'l'l of the S-39
series, and ritrals I'Iartin Johnsonls S-38 No. /rI4-2Or as
the nost farooue of Sikorslqrrs early anphibians. the
tro airalanes, copletely outfltted for Jungle living
and equipped for naki-ng advcnture fllns, fLEr over the
Afrlcan Jurrgles for twc years, coverlng sone 6010OO
nlles. Ycrn Carstens r'rote,

nThe S-39, naned SPI3IT 0F AFRICA, was built nerr
In 1.932 a.nd rae ponered bf a Wasp Jr. S2A1 super-
charged to 375 HP at ?50o feet. The supercharged
engines preseated qulte a problen to us as it ras
neccsaary to carry a supply of tetra-ethyl lead to
treat the gas so ye would have fuel rith sufficient
octane.tl

There is considerable infornation regarding the use
of these two alrcraft in Uarbln Jolrnsonts book, Ifings
over Africa. Incldents too numerous to relate herE are
told ln detail and there are nany photos of the air-
planes sunounded by natives and lions. Members of the
e:pediti"on lncluded Osa and l,Iartin Johnson, Vern
Carstens, Boris Sergievslcy, A1 Morrray, (Sergievsky and
Monray, with Sikorslg, returned afLer getti-ng the air-
craft jrt flyfng order), Arthur SaniaL, Robert Moreno,
Hugh Davis and Janes Ianeri. In a sample of what nas to
cme, Johnson related that at the start of their travels
they flew lrdOO n11ee frora Cape Town, South Africa to
Nairobi in Kenya Colony, via Bechuanaland, North and
$outh Rhodesia, across a corner of the Belgian Congo,
Tanganylka Terrltory, and the l(enya Colony. After their
return fron Africa in 1934, the S-38 was sold. Ttre

@) See Mayborn, trltre UgJ-y Duckld,ngr, p.182 and p. 1?6.

S-39 w:ith the nane an<rded to SPIRIT 0F AIRICA AND

BORNEO, but still sporting giraffe markings, r+ent to
Borneo for additional jungle work w"ith Janes Ie,nerl pi-
loti:rg. Upon return to the United States in 1936 it
renained idle until late 1937 when it was eold to
Charles H. Babb, G1endale, Californla. After that it
was or+ned by G & G Airlines Co., Ltd. of Tucson, Arizona,
in 1939 and 1941. 'rVhen ihe War broke out, the S-39 was
pressed j.nto rescue servi.ce with the Cirdl Air Patrol.
After heroically e>cploring the jrrngles of the Dark Con-
tinent and of wild Borneo, t,he 1ittle S-39 was to be
lost off the ?exas coast one wiritery day in a dramatic
reseue attempt. George Haddaway, publisher of Flieht
Magazine rel-ated the events of the day. At the tlme, he
was Major George Haddaway, Comander, Civil Air Patrol
Base 10 at Beaurnont, Texas. Haddaway said,

rrlt was Armistice Day 1942 and the waves were run-
ning 20 !o 30 feet high irt the Grlf. We heard a
faj-nt voice over the static, lWe are gojng in...l
then silence.rr As the tragic events of the day be-
gan to unfold, it was found that a Fairchild 24-.
CBF, NC-1681{ had gone into the drink at 16:40 A{I
tine during a routile patrol. 0n board were lst
Lts. Alfred Koym the observer and partial cripple,
and the pilot Jirn Taylor. The hardy S-39 was sent
out and, gtrided by the Fairchildrs ttBuddyrt plane,
soon arrived at the wreckage. The Sikorsky landed
al 17152. Iaridlng on the rough sea seemed the next
thing to suicide tut the pilot Robert F. Neel rnan-
aged it, getting donn safely uith onl-y a danaged
float. Iater, PBIts circled the donned S-39 ana
survivors, but did not land 1-n the rough waters.
Clinbing on the ring to direct rescue operations,
Pilot4bserver Janes K. West shouted directions to
the pilot. Unable to hear, Neel cut the engi-ne,
but after getting Ko n and Taylor on board they
wers unable to re-start it. the Coast Grard boat
which arrived shortly aftenrards atternpted to tow
the SPIRIT to port but it sank at 22250, dranatl-
cally and finally ending the story of one of the
nost adverturesone of the S-39s. UnfortunateJ-y,
neither Koyn or Taylor survived the ordeal.rt Ci)

s-398 53V
NC-53V

The Dept. of Corunerce identifieatlon narks were is-
sued to Sikorsky for this 5-398. When sold to the Nelt
York American in late 1931 it had been modified to S-39C
and pajrted gfeen. George Carrol1, arriation edltor for
the New York {g!@5!9gq, wrote regarding this S-39,

ttThe pilot for the Journal-:American (in 19J2 it
was the @iggg, a morning paper) and the Evenins-
Journal- was Willia,n L. Cleveland. Cleveland,
later Adnriral Halseyrs pilot during World Har II,
is Assistant Director of the Dade County Port
Authority at Mirni International Airport, Florida.
During the Lindbergh kidnapping trial, Clevel-and
shuttled the film back to the newspaper in New
Iork City fron the Flenington, N.J. golf course in
this S-39.t|

Cleveland wrote to Carroll regardilg the end of the
p1ane.

rrln February of 1933 t I was returning to New lork
with pi.ctures of an earlhquake at Santiago, Cuba
and had anchored overnight in the bay at l.lanteo,
North Carollna. At 5 Al,l the next day I r*ent down
to take off but there was no 5-391 It seerns a
drunken fishernan had run it down during the night,

.10 Civ:il Air
G) Robert E. Neprud.

A1so,

A.A.H.S. JOURNAL
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The only oilltary S-39, the YIC-28 photographed on 1l
October 1933. l,larkings ver€ standard Arlrmy Air Corps
ollve dreb fuselage rlth yellow ri.rrgs. (Photo -A.A.C.)

Nn-&236 nou, of the N.T. 44gliggg, but it was a rrystery
gs to date of construction or oi.mer when desisrated
llR-1933. (Photo - l{illia,ns)

cutting it in hal-f and it had sunk ln 15 feet of
water. I dove down to the wreck and got the neg-
atlves and the pictures rere eventually publistred
in the paper. The water was freezilg and so was T,
but as it happened I also salvaged 12 bottles of
Bacardi run lddden under the floor boards. fTwas
a nica way to warlo up.tl

The plane was lnsured and the paper took delivery on
another S-39, No. 918

9]..6 s-39B NC-54V 'l q?'1

Orned by Unlted Airports of Connecticut, Harbford
from nid-1931 through 1932. In 1933 NC-54V was owned by
thc Landts &rd Corp., Dover, Conn. Ils ouner is irnknown
fot 1934. In 1935 i-t was owned by Sanford Ainrays, San-
ford, Maine. Ward l{i1Iians, rith his address llsted at
the Flplorers C1ub, New York City, ouned the S-39 in
L936, 1)37 and parb of L938. Trewor W. Boughton, of
Melbourne, Australia r+rote sayi-ng that thls plane was
operated ln the La.nd of kangaroos in 1936. It returned
to Anerica and ras owned by H. G. Fales in New York
City in 1939 throueh 1941. However, the eventful career
of thls S-39 wasntt ended when it returned to the states,
for rouch llke the SPIRIT 0F AI'RICA, it was to senre with
the Civll Air Patrol. The folloring account taken frora
the book, Fl:rlns Uinute Men, speaks for the 5-39 and lts
rugged characterj-stics.

SPRTNG - tg62

The CHICAO PRORESS, llR-I933, later redesignated NC-
tl+326 na painted whlte for the New lork Anericqn as
shor,m il next photo. (Photo - Sikorslry)

Brlght red and yel1ow markings of ShelLts NC-58V, No.
920 shine in the sunligbt reflected fron the last S-39
built. (Photo - Sikorsky)

nTko fl-iers from Ciril Coastal Patrol No. 2 loca-
ted at Rehoboth, Delaware perforrned a herole rescue
at sea that won the Air MedaL for then, the pres-
entation bei-ng made at the White House by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt.

MaJ. Hugh Sharp and Lieutenant Eddie Edwarda r.ere
in the operations room at Rehboth when a radi_o dis-
iress cal-L announced that Lleutenants Henry Cross
and Charles Shelfus had crashed in the ocean 20
roiles north of Wj-nter Quarter Light. Sharp and
Edwards hurried out to the 13 year o1d Sikorsky and
were on their way. Waves whipped by a strong
northwest wind were bigger than Sharp had estjrated
and he very nearly wrecked 1le enphibian when he
set her down in the water near the wreckage. ln
the landing the port rring float was smashed, caus-
ing the plane to list heavily to the teft in the
big 10 foot swel-ls. Edwards had climbed out on the
hull to look for Cross, the only survivjxg fj_ler.
Tossing hi.m a rope which he failed to catch,
Edwards discovered that Cross was paralyzed.
'vihistling grialy between his teeth, Sharp roaneu-
vered the lopsided Sikorsky carefully in the heavy
swe11s, finp'l'iy succeeding in bringtng it, dj_rectly
alongside the i:rjured surv'ivore Soaking 'rith salt-
water spray and perspiratlon, Edwards reached out
from a prone position and grasped Cross under thc
arrns. S1ow1y, peJlfrrlly, he lifted him out of the
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heavinp; ocean onto the hufl. With Sharpts help
Edwards uanaged to get Cross inLo the cabin. His
back lrad been broken. Leaving other CitF planes in
the area to continue the search for Shelfus, Sharp
concentrated on getting his injured passenger to
shore. With the danraged float and the rough sea,
taking off was out, so they taxied towards shore.
The dragging float was causing the plane to list
and the speed had to be cut. Edwards, who later
flew for the Navy, crawled out on the right w-ing
as far as the pontoon and clung there, his weight
placing the S-39 int.o bal-ance again. Edwards stuck
there, stubborn as a burr, until a Coast Grard boat
towed the Sikorsky ashore at four the nexL morning.
By that time fr-is fingers had to be pried Loose frorn
the r.ring, having spent eleven hours on the wing.
Cross, the rescued f1ier, ultinately recovered.tt

(Piroto of Sharp and Edwards opposite page 11? and of
NC-54V in the ce.nter photo section of the book).

9L? q-?Q FI Nc-55v 'Iq?l

Fi.rst registered to Sikorsky, NC-55V was sold to
Varney Speed Lines, Inc., San Francisco Bay Airport in
1932, It was powered by a Wasp Jr. A. Varney used it
as an air taxi until- it was sold to Charfes R. llcCorrnick
Lr:mber Co., San Franclsco in 1934. Owned by A. Dieter1e,
San Diego fron 1935 through 1938. No later information.

o1 a s-39C NR-r933 ?

NA-14326

The one enigura regarding the S-39 hisiory is the
NR-1933 reg"istration. No records have been for:nd naning
the date built or the onner. No reason has been found
for the nNRft designation or its later change to NC-11+326.

A Sikorsky photo shows the NR registration and the nane
CHICACO PR0GRESS on the nose. Data from C. lt. Withing-
ton at Sikorsky attributes the NR designation to c/n 9I8
and it does fit since all previously published records
indicate it was not built until 1934. Apparently it was
extensively rebuilt for the new owner, the New York
Ameri.ca.n in 1934. Ore of the best looking of the.S-39rs,
the New York @g!geg! wtt-ite S-39 becane a familiar
sight as it buzzed around the country follow'ing big news
events. Writes Gcorge Carro1l,

ilI covered uany stories fu tltis airplane flying
with RiII Cleveland and a ca,meranan out of our
operational base at o1d North Beach Airport, which
is now LaG-rardia Field. In August 1!16, not long
after Cl-eveland left to f1y George Vanderbiltrs
Sikorsky S-43, the White S-39 cracked up, kiDing
Ex-Navy pilot Bill HoweII and Mechanic louis
Errnell. They hit a tree while tryi-ng to land in a
violent thr:nderstorrn at nisht.tr

The accident vas 2* niles south of Coxsackie, N.Y.
in the Hudson River Va1}ey. The airplane was takirg
newspapers to Albany and Saratoga Sprlngs. Both n€n
lived in Elnhurstr L.I., N.Y.

qta Ylc-28 32-4Ir 1932

Robert Krauskopf, Archivlst of the Nati.onal Archives,
checked on the records for the only nili.tary S-39. YlC-
28 S/n 32-l+II was del-ivered to Wright Field about August,
f932, and was transferred to West Point il Novenber of
that year. It appears to have been used for finr-iliari-
zation flights at West Point. The records indicate that
il was da.naged beyond repair in a landing accident on
the Hudson River early in 0ctober, 1934.. It is last
1j sted by the Arny as ttawaiting survefr in a report i-s-
sueri l1- 0ctober 1934.

The end of the line, NC-58V was the last of the
S-39rs. It was omed by Shell Aviati-on CorP., New York
Cj.ty during a%3-I935 period. Writes J. L. Wagner,
Aviation News Representative for Shell 0i1 Co., ItShell
Eastern, which was consolldated into the Shel1 0j'1 Co.
a m:mber of years ago, owned an S-39 which wag floun by
the Avl-ation Manager, Major R. G. Errrjn. This aircraft
was operated along the Eastern Seaboard. Ervj-ne is now
a Colonel and on the Governorts staff for the state of
New Hampshire.rr It was omed hry Henry J. Topping, Jr.,
l"lineola, lJew York in 1938. Follorjlg the War, in 1945-
46, NC-58V was owned by Wheeling Seaplarie Base, Inc.r of
l{heeIine. West Va. At this time it was converted to
S-39C Special, (O witn a P & w 4OCt hp Wasp Jr. TB (13A)
engine. Sometime later NC-58V made j.t to Alaska under
the ownership of Reeve Aleutian Airways, Inc., Anchorage.
Correspondence with Reeve i-ndicated that the airplane
was scrapped sonetime before 1958. At last reporbs an
atternpt was bei-ng made to converb the ln:Il into a boat,
but we have not heard yet the outcone.

920 s-39B NC-58V 1930

r@ Inspection Handbook, Memo 2-391t Note 2, pp.76-?7.

STKORSIff S-39 APPROVED TTPE CERTIFICATES AND CAA MEMOS

ATC
OR

],IEM0 DATE

2-39r

z-4)o

340 7-22-30 S-39A Wasp Junior 3700
300

375 10-8-30 5-398 Wasp Junior 4000
300

P&W 'r{f. BAGG.N0.of
I',[ODEL El'lGIm & HP D4PTT WT. PA$S.

?n?

r57 4

S-39C Wasp Jr.SJ-A n/a n/a 2
400

S-39CS Wasp Jr.S2A 4013 L57 3
?'7\

ACKNOWLEDE.,{ENTS

The author gratefully aclcrowledges the help of
several i-ndividuals and organizations, for without thelr
wholehearted cooperation this report on Sikorslgrrs S-39
would not have been possible. The members of the Con-
necticut Aeronautieal l[storical Association provided
vital information and excellent cooperatj-on. 0f vital
inporta.nce were Harvey Lippincott, Pratt & Wh3.tney;
John Vavrek, Ha::o1d Dolan, Chet l{ithington and Frank
Delear, Sikorsky Aircraft; Vern Carstens, Beech lllr-
craft; Igor Si-korsky, Jr. and Wllliam T. Iarkins added
much val-uabIe j-nforrnation and of course, ny w'ife,
Corinne, rust be thanked for her patlence and for re-
+'-ihr

PECIA], NOTICE

The Connecticut Aeronautical Historical Association
would like to acquire, restore and penDalently exhibit
several worthy Sikorsky aircraft including an S-38 and
an S-39. A.A.H.S. Merrbers are urged to write the author
should the location of either of these aircraft types or
parts of be lcrown. ff possible, provide the narne of the
oilner or person to contact. There are two Alaskan
S-39ts bul current olmers and condition are unlmown and
all attempts at finding this inforrnation have failed.

Every Me mber gef o new member
A.A.H.S. JOIIRNAL


