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FAMILY TREE of the A.T.C. 
t-y JOSEPH P. JUPTNER 

Mr. Juptner presents herewith the second install­
ment of the 11Family Tree". This material is from his 
files of data collected for a forthcoming book on the 
subject, to be published by year-end 1961. 

A.T.C, #7 - ALEXANDER "EAGLEROCK11 CC»lBO-WING. 
Late in 1924 the Alexander Film Co, of Denver, Colo. 

was using one of the new 110X-5 Swallow" biplanes as a 
company ship for promotion and sales activities, which 
became such an asset that they promptly became avid 
boosters for airplanes in business. Foreseeing the pos­
sible future, they hurriedly announced intentions to 
manufacture airplanes and in August of 1925 they intro­
duced their first airplane, a 3-4 place open-cockpit bi­
plane with an OX-5 engine, which they named the 11Eagle­
rock11. The new craft, designed by Daniel Noonan, fairly 
bristled with innovations but was soon dropped in favor 
of a more conventional design. The second 11Eaglerock11 , 

first flown in Jan. of 1926 1 became the basic design for 
1926-27. Late in 1926 the 1'Eag.lerock11 was offered ·as a 
Long, Short, and Combination-Wing; 3 wing areas for uses 
in different parts of the country, The Combo-Wing be­
came quite popular and was a very familiar sight in the 
eastern half of the u.s.A. 

A. T. C. #9 - FOKKER "UNIVERSAL". 

A.T .c. #S - ALEX.U..lDER "EAGLEROCK" LONG-WING. 
The familiar Long-Wing as shown here, was a compan­

ion moqel in the 1'Eag.lerock11 series for 1927. It was 
noted far and wide as a gentle and amiable airplane; a 
good pilot could perform many wonders with nonchalance 
and plenty of ease. The OX-5 powered Long-Wing was also 
a 3-place, open-cockpit biplane blessed with a generous 
amount of wing area and was very popular in the mount­
ainous terrain of the u.s. because of its good hi-alti­
tude performance. Both the Long-Wing & Combo-Wing had 
sold well, some 205 airplanes were built in 1927. It 
has often been said that these 11Eag.lerocks11 were gawky 
and rather homely in appearance, but once in the air 
they became transformed. This would help confirm a 
saying among old-timers tha,t "the homelier they are the 
better they flyl" The 1927 "Eag.lerock" was a fine air­
plane in both versions, well suited for the average 
small-operator and were in use at over 100 flying­
schools by the end of the year. 

A.T.C. #10 - FAIRCHILD FC-2 

A.A.H.S. JOURNAL 



A.T.C. #9 - Fokker 11Universal11 

Fokker, in the years 1917 to 1931, was a name denot­
ing countless romantic achievements. A.H.G. 11Tony11 

Fokker was indeed a great personality and show-man; his 
greatest ambition was to sell to the world on the merits 
of the airplane, and especially the Fokker airplahel 
The 11Universal11 was the first to be designed, built, & 
certificated in this country. Destined to work hard for 
its keep, the "Universal" was designed with simple lines, 
void of frills and fancy appointments. At ease in any 
combination, whether on wheels, skis, or floats, it be­
came quite popular with "bush pilots" of this period and 
saw considerable service in aerial photography and ex­
plorat~on work. A good number of the early air-lines, 
such as Colonial, Standard Air Lines, and _others, used 
the "Universal" on scheduled routes with great success. 
The 5-7 place "Universal" was powered with a Wright 
"Whirlwind" J4 engine for 1926-27; the J5 series engine 
was used in 1928. 

A.T.C. #11 - WACO MODEL 9 

The earliest of the Waco type date back to the turn 
of the "twenties", or as many an old-timer would say, 
back in the days of 11Buck11 Weaver. Only a few airplanes 
in various types were built now and then. In April, ---
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A.T.C. #10 - Fairchild FC-2 
In the tum of the 1920's, Sherman Fairchild was in­

terested in development of the aerial camera & its uses 
in aerial photography. He had occasion to contract for 
many types of airplanes to carry out this work, and lat­
er had numerous types in his own fleet of camera-ships. 
Being forced to compromise between the utility and per­
formance of types available, he decided to build a plane 
to suit his own requirements. Fairchild's first, the 
FC-1, was a 3-place fully enclosed hi-wing monoplane ~ 
with an OX-5 engine. Thoroughly tested as satisfactory, 
a Wright J4 engine was installed and it-_ became the FC-lA. 
Despite Fairchild's great need for this airplane, its 
sound design appealed to many and orders began coming in. 
Before production got under way the design was.modified 
again. A Wright J5 engine was installed & it became the 
FC-2. The early FC-2 had a fuselage that was 3-cornered 
aft of the wing and this earned it the name of 11pin_ch­
back11. 1928 models of the FC-2 had a 4-cornered fuse­
lage and were called "turtle-back" type. 

A.T.C. #12 - BURL 11AIRSEDAN'1 CA-5 

The buxom looking "Airsedan11 was a 5-place, cabin 
biplane of quite pleasing proportions & very good per­
formance. Introduced in 1927, it was designed by 
Ettienne Dormoy, probably best known for his "Flying ----The descriptions of A.T.C.'s Nos. 11, 12, 13 & 14 are continued on Page 214 

A.T.C. #13 - WACO MODEL 10 A.T .C. #14 - DOUGLAS 11TRANSPORT11 C-1 
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First International Air Race 
(Continued from Page 187 ) 

threw a big dinner for the contestants and gave everyone 
a gold Waltham m·ist uatch, but none, as far as I lmm;, 
ever got any cash. I lmol'l I did not. 

The 1·mrst control stop >>as Albany l'lh.ich tlas an old 
polo field with a rather steep ditch at one end. It was 
okay for the slow ships but bad for D-H's, SE-5's, etc. 
Hany of the ships landing there rolled into the ditch 
and tipped over. You could get even money as to ;·;hether 
a pilot would make it. In fact, when J. D. Hill flev1 

over the field he was so fascinated to see all the 
1.;recks that he stalled his OX "Oriole" and spun down 
into them, luckily he was not hurt. 

Another contestant was La;rrence SperiJ', later lost 
in the English Channel when his engine quit. He came in 
when I \<TaS at Buffalo 1'1ith one cylinder missing. A 
mechanic \.;anted to repair it before he took off across 
the lake, but he said to never mind as it al1.;ays missed. 

This is about the extent of my memor.y. However, it 
was an interesting event, received a lot of publicity, 
and I think gave many people the idea that airplanes 
l'lere more reliable than they really lfere. Also, as far 
as I remember no one was killed in the race, and except 
for bad conditions at Albany, it was well run. 
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A.T.C. #11 -Waco Model 9 

(Signed) Casey Jones 

1925 the first "Model 9" was introduced. It was a trim 
3-place, open-cockpit biplane with a Curtiss OX-5 engine; 
a tidy looking airplane of sotmd design and great appeal 
that had come along at an opportnne time. Response to 
11Nine" was heart-warming to Elwood "Sam" Junkin & 
Clayton Bruckner who had conceived it; 30 airplanes were 
built and sold in the first four months. For 1926-27 
the "Nine" was modified somewhat and now sported "ele­
phant ear ailerons" as shown here. Also offered with 
the 6 cylinder Curtiss C-6 and 8 cyl. 11Hisso11 engines, 
some 275 were built in all. The "Waco 911 was always 
proving itself versatile towards new uses; it could be 
operated as a float-seaplane and was one of the first 
OX-5 powered planes to do so with success. 

A.T.C. #13 - Waco Model 10 

Literally thousands of pilots have fond recollec~ 
tions of happy associations with the friendly and lov­
able "Waco 1011 , a trim 3-place, open-cockpit biplane 
that was powered with the ever-popular OX-5 engine. 
Greatly modified over the "Waco 9", the "Ten's" popular­
ity forced the firm at Advance Aircraft to build over 
350 of this type in 1927 alone. Charlie l1eyers, a man 
of resourceful talent, was largely responsible for the 
desig}'l. of the "Waco 10" and is shown here flyin g the 
prototype on its maiden fli ght. Production and tooling 
problems were worked out by Clayton Bruckner & Bud 
Schulenburg. The 1927 Air Derby from New York City to 
Spokane was a cross-country dash that allowed the "Ten" 
to prove its mettle. Flown by Charlie !<!eyers, it took 
first place (Class B) in this grueling race. Kxtremely 
popular with the small-operator and private-m·mer, the 
11\vaco 1011 was used for just about every kind of air 
work. As the "Hodel 9011 , it was available into 1930, 
when the supply of OX-5 en;:ines carne to an end. 

FOarNarES: 

OJ First Transcontinental Reliability and Endurance 
Test. JOURNAL, A.A.H.S., Vol 1,, No. 1, (Jan.-iiar. 
1959) PP• 16-33 and Vol. 1;, l!o. 2 (Apr.-Jnne 1959) 
PP• 98-109. 
See also THE AIR.PO'riER HJSTORIAl'l , Vol. 8 , llo. 1, 
(Jan 1961) Capt. Ray 1 . Bo1·rers - 11The Transeontin­
ental Reliability Test" pp. ·45-5h ill us. 

@Lt.. Col. William George Barke1· (R.C.A.F.), V.C., 
D.S.O. and Bar, H.C. ar:d Tvro Bars, Croix de Guerre 
(Fr.), 1·1edal for li.i.litary Valor (Ital.), 50 e.a., 
9 balloons 

G.) Lt. Elliott vlhite Springs, (u.s.A.s.), D.s.c., 12 
e.a. Later Col., Air National Guard. Presi dent of 
Springs E:ills, Inc., Lancaster, So. Car. Died in 
Nm• York, 15 Dec. 1959. 

a;) Lt. Col. \'lilliam Avery Bishop (R.A.F.), v.c., D.s.o. 
and Bar, H.C., D.F.C., Chevalier of the Legion of 
Honor (Fr.), Croix de C.'uerre Hlth Palin (Fr.), 72· 
e .a. Later Air Harsha1l, R. C.A.F., 

A.T.C. #12 - Buhl 11Airsedan11 

Bath-tub" of 1924-25. Eight of the "Whirlwind"-powered 
CA-5 type were built in 1927. The most prominent of 
these was the "Miss Doran" that was flown in the Dole 
Race to Eawaii. "llriss Doran' s11 crew consisted of Auggie 
Pedlar, V. P. Knope and llrildred Doran. When long over­
due they were finally considered lost; no trace of them 
was ever fonnd. It is somewhat remarkable that "Miss 
Doran" got off easily with 3 people, their equipment, 
and 400 gals. of gasoline aboard. The loaded gross 
weight of over 5000 pounds was handled by 220 H.P. and 
350 sq. ft. of wing area. Louis Meister was Buhl's 
chief pilot. He did much to bring the "Airsedan's" 
attractive qualities to the fore in the air-tours and 
air-races that were so popular at this time. 

A.T, C. #14 - Douglas "Transport" C-1 

The ambitious Douglas "Transport" was a large 
"Liberty Engine" powered biplane that was essentially a 
later development of the famous "Douglas World Cruiser" 
of 1924. The pilot and co-pilot/mechanic sat up front 
in the open cockpit and up to 10 passengers were carried 
in the cabin compartment. The C-1 type was called upon 
to perform such chores as personnel-transport, cargo 
hauling (1.;hich often consisted of spare engines, propel­
lers, and other airpl ane par ts to be flown to a stranded 
airplane), as an air-borne &~bulance on occasion, and i t 
also served in developing mass par achute drop techniques. 
A C-lC played the role of t anker in refueling the f amous 
QUESTI ON HARK (Fokker C- 2A) lihich stayed aloft for over 
150 hours in 1927. The Douglas C-1 type was first 
brour,ht. forth in 1925 and it is rather hard to compare 
this cumbersomA. fabric covered transport with the re­
knowned Dou.~:r,las DC types of today. 

(Continued on Page· 215) 
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"Eaglerock A.T.C. #7 - Alexander Film Co. 
"Eaglerock" A.T.C. #8 - National Air Museum 
"Universal" - Royal Canadian Air Force 
Fairchild FC-2- Ford Motor Co. via Stephen J. Hudek 

The 17th P.R. S q d n. 

(Continued from Page 1 1-'2 ) 

the eood old Seventeenth and was on my 1·1ay overseas. I 
made the trip okay and on 14 cia-11uary 194.J I found my 
wheels on terra firma again in New Caledonia. I had my 
wings put on and I was ready for the Japs. On the 
second of February I came up to Guadalcanal for my first 
taste of combat. 

"Chuck Hilton was my crew chief then and I really 
gave him plenty of trouble. In the daytime after stay­
ing up half the night dodging bombs one of the pilots 
would take me up to Hunda, Buka or Kahili and I had to 
dodge flak. Well, a month or two of that st1.tff and I 
really got a case of \'lar nerves. Every time they took 
me up to 30,000 feet I'd get ~lObbly on my pins ••• so 
they finally sent me back to the Depot in New Caledonia 
for a rest leave, rerigging and dual ga11erators. As far 
as I knol·l I'm one of the first Photo Joe's to have them, 
the first in the Pacific anyway. 

"Just about the time 'Piggy-backs' became the rage, 
they decided to convert me so they removed my radios and 
I took up all comers. I really showed those mech&l'lics 
and Paddle-feet what an F-5 would do. Ed Hanks got to 
rolling me pretty bad one day and pulled my nose wheel 
off the lock. It tore the devil out of my nose wheel 
door. 

11Then the detachments started, and I 1·1ent back into 
combat., first to Hunda and later to Bougainville. I 
got a new Crew Chief at Bougainville, Jim Lively. By 
that time I was an old, battle scarred job, and Jim had 
just come overseas and was an eager-beaver. I had been 
painted a blue-grey an:i most of my paint 1·1as worn off, 
so old Jim decided to strip me down. He really gave me 
a going over. Removed all the paint, polished and gave 
me a coat of wax. 

11I cleaned up that war dmm in the Solomons. Flew 
just about every target in the book, so I decided to 
move on toward Tokyo. I moved up to J-:orotai, but by 
that tliae I was considered pretty much out of date. You 
see I didn't have the range of the newer models 1-1ith 
1dng tanks, so I couldn't fly the long missions. 

"Finally, I got .a new Group Commanding Officer, 
Hajor Hershell E. Parsons of the 4th Photo Reconnais­
sance Group. He took one look at me, shining like 'a 
niggar's heel' and tvTice as streamlined, a-11d, Hell, he 
grabbed me in a hurry for his personal ship. Hy old 
engines 'llere in tough shape so Captain 'D:i:xie' Davis 
decided he'd soup me up. He used the more powerful 89 

Aviation Painting 
(Continued from Page 203) 

many watercolors, it wasn't until he was stationed in 
Alaska with the U.S. Army in 1954 that he began working 
in oil. He was commissioned to do paintings for one of 
the Company Dayrooms and a large mural for the Head­
quarters building. 

After separation from the Army, LeRoy re-entered 
college and chose Art Education as a major field. He 
studied at the College of Southern Utah, the University 
of Utah and Utah State University, also und·er Harry 
Lieth-Ross of New Hope, Pennsylvania, one of the top 
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Waco Model 9 -
"Airsedan11 CA-5 - Buhl Aircraft Co. via W.A. Shaw 
Waco Model 10 -
Douglas Transport C-1 - Douglas Aircraft Co. 

and 91 en:;ine series, and I could really get up and f,O 

after that. 
tiThen it l'l'as time for another move, and this time 

right up to Leyte. When I came over I never thought I'd 
nEke it that far, but I guess that nobody else in the 
outfit did either. I flevl a few combat missions up 
there just to show those F-5Es ru1d Fs I still had the 
stuff. Then one day the 'Old J.:an' decided that I had 
done my part in this war, so I went dmm to the ''liar 
Weary' pool at Biak and endecl. my combat tour. 

11I e:uess I had the honor of serving more months over­
seas than any other P-38. When I finally reached Biak 
in August 1945 I proved to be quite a curiosity. The 
boys dmm there hadn't seen an F-5A-l-LO for many months. 
Incidentally, out of the eight original planes that crune 
over 1'lith the Squadron, my serial nu.'Ilber was the lmfest, 
42-12670. I started out as the old man of the outfit 
and outlived all the others by several month~3 . No other 
F-5 in the Squadron ever reached the 1,000 hour r~ark, 
either. I've had over 300 flights, more than 200 combat 
missions, and 1,019 hours of flying time to my credit. 
Quite a record ••• ! guess% 11 

\'lith the passing of 11 0ld 67011 the 17th P.R.S. ,.,as 
about ready to go vlest itself. On 10 August 1945 it was 
advised to prepare ;for movement but the war ended five 
days later ru1d the movement was cru1celled. The Squadron 
remained on Palewan, ru,d by November 1945 al.rnost all of 
its men were on their way back home. The 17th Photo 
Reconnaissance Squadron had come to the end of ~orld 
~lar II. 

During 29 months of operations 1'li th the 13th Air 
Force, the Squadron had logged 12,859 pilot hours. 
Total mileaee for those flights came to something like 
2,893,275 miles or about 6 round trips to the moon. The 
F-5s had used up a sum of 1,157,310 gallons of aviation 
gasoline, while the photo lab had developed appro:x:i..­
mately 3,667 rolls of fibrr and produced some 775,000 
prints. 

The Squadron, whose insignia bore the significant 
motto 11 Lone 1;lolves11 , had never fired a gun in anger, but 
it had done a job, a long, hard flying job. It prepared 
the way--the fighter boys, the bomber boys and the 
ground troops followed and did their job. 

ffi 4th Reconnaissance Group - See 11Air Force Combat 
Units of iMII11 , U. s. Gov't. Printing Office, 1960, 
p 37. 

watercolorists in the United States, and the late 
Frances de Erdely of the University of Southern Calif­
ornia Graduate Art Dept. 

Examples of Skidmore's work have been in many local 
art shows and exhibits throughout the state of Utah. 
One painting was awarded the purchase prize in a Fine 
Arts Festival at Ogden, Utah and presently hangs in the 
Ben Lomond High School in that city. He has also done 
a lirr>J.t.ed number of cor.unercial illustrations. 

W s r•Jaster' s thesis subject included eight his tori-


