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MORE ABOUT SERIAL NUMBERS 
The P-51 and its variants have probably intrigued 

more ot our Members than any other airplane, as witness 
the following bibliography of items appearing in the 
JOURNAL. 

Volume 1 
P-5l's and F-6's in Air National Guard, P• 68-71, 117 
P-51B in Invasion Stripes P• 38 
P-51B ·in 357th (and 354th) Fighter Groups, p.43-46, 1~ 
Volume 2 
P-51H Tail Markings, P• 48 
A ''Mustang" Takes Off and an Era Ends, P• 55 
P-51C-ll-NA in Chinese National Air Force, p. 69 
F-5l's in Korea, P• 72 
P-51K in Franklin Institute, P• 178 
F'-51H in Air Force Museum, P• 197 
P-51 Squadron Codes, Kills and Names, p. 274, 275 

Volume 3 
F-51D in Air Force Museum~ p. 11 
P-51A & F-5in in The Air Museum, Claremont, Cal., p. 165 
P-51K· iL Thompson Products Museum, p. 200 

NAA 
Model 

73X 
73 

73 
83 

91 

97 
99 

101 
102 
103 

104 

105 
105 
l05 
106 
109 

110 
111 

SUMMER - 1961 

Service 
Designation 

NA-73X 
''Mustang I'' 

XP-51 
''Mustang I'' 

P-51 

A-36 
P-51A-l-NA 
P-51A-5-N} 
P-51-lC-NA 
XP-51B 
P-51B-l-NA 
P-51C-l-NT 
P-51C-5-NT 
P-51C-10-NT 
P-51C-10-NT 
P-51B-5-NA 
P-51D-5-NA 
P-51B-10-NA 
P-51B-l0-NA 
P-51B-10-NA 
P-51B-15-NA 
P-51B-15-NA 
XP-51F 
XP-51G 
XP•51J 
P-5lD 
P-51D-5-NA 
P-51D-10-NA 
P-511-15-NA 
P-51D 
P-51C-10-NT 
P-51D-5-NT 
P-51K-l-NT 
P-51K-5-NT 
P-51K-10-NT 
P-51K-15-NT 
P-51D-20-NT 

Number 
Procured Serials 

1 
320 AG345/664 

2 41-38 & 39 
300 AL958/999 

AMl00/257 
AP164/263 

150 41-37320/37351 
41-37353/37420 
41-37422/37469 

500 42-8366%84162 
100 43-6Q03 6102 

55 43-6103/6157 
155 43-6158/6312 

2 cv 41-37352/37421 
400 _, 43-12093/12492 
350 42-102979/103328 

50 42-103329/103378 
600 42-1033~103978 
350 43-24902 25251 
400 43-6313 6712 . 
400 43-6713/7112 
90 43-7113/7202 

110 42-106429/106538 
198 42-106541/106738 
240 42-10673~106978 
150 43-24752 24901 

3 43-43332/43334 
2 43-43335/43336 
2 44-76027/76028 
2 42-10653){106540 

800 44-13253 14052 
800 44-14053/14852 
900 44-14853/15752 
100 No. U.S. Serials 
400 44-10753/11152 
200 44-11153/11352 
200 44-11353/11552 
400 44-11553/11952 
600 44-11953/12552 
300 44-12553/12852 
400 4h/12853/13252 

Volume 4 
11Eustang11 Far:1ily Portrait, p. 124-127 
Addendwn P-51H, p. 187 
Addendum P-51J & K, P• 230 

Volume 5 
P-5l's on U.S. Civil Register, p. 173, 174 
R.C.A.F. S/N's of "Hustang IV", P• 253 
F-510-20-NT, P• 317 
P-5l's Interned in Sweden, P• 335 
S/N Listing of R.C.A.F. P-5l types, P• 345,.346 

Volume 6 
R.C.A.F. "Mustangs", P• 46 
Those Navy P-51' s, P• _46 

During the past several months we have had corres­
pondence from Robett T. O'Dell, George J. Letzter and 
Rober Besecker submitting complete serial number lists 
for publication. And William T. Larkins had a hand in 
it, too. So here, for all to see, is a compilation of 
the various groups of data concerning the P-51/A-36/ 
F-6 types. 

C/N 

73-3097 
73-3098/3100 
73-3102/3106 
73-3108/3416 
73/4767/4768 
73/7812 
73-3101 & 3107 
83-4769/5068 

91-11981/12130 

97-15581/16380 
99-22106/22415 

91-12013/12082 
102-24541/24940 
103-22416/22765 
103-22766/22815 
103-25933 

12b88~ 

104-:-24941/25340 
104-22816 

/23305 
104-24431/24540 
104-25343 

/2593U 
105-26883/26885 
105-25931/25932 
105-47446/47447 
106-25341/25342 
109-26886/28885 

& 
109-35536/36035 
110-34386/34485 
111-23886/29285 
111-29286/29485 

111-36036/3613 5 

Remarks 

orig a/c crashed 
To RAF 

4th/10th to USAAC for test 
RAF refinement of NA-73 

Purchased by USAAC for RAF 
2 as XP-51B 

NA-73 w/dive brakes 
As ·NA-73 but w/4-.50's 

From NA-91 
As NA-101 
NA-102 built in j'exas 

Improved NA-102 

Light \'Ieight version 
w/Merlin RH-145!-! 
w/Allison V-i?l0-1~9 

As NA-106 

To Australia unassembled 
As NA-lOq 
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NAA 
Model 

122 

124 

126 

Service 
Designation 

P-510-20-NA 
P-510-20-NA 
P-510-20-NA 
P-510-25-NA 
P-510-25-NA 
P-510-30-NA 
P-510-25-NT 
P-5li>-30-NT 
P-51H-l-NA 
P-51H-5-!'l"a 
P-51H-10-NA 

Number 
Procured 

1000 
100 
500 

1000 
600 
800 
600 
401 

20 
280 
255 

Serials C/N Remarks 

4h-63160/64159 122-30886/31885 
44-72027/72126 122-31886/31985 
4'+-72127 /72626 122-35856/3~085 
44-72627/73626 122-39086/40085 
44-73627/7 4226 
44-7h227/75026 

122-40167/40766 
122-40767/41566 

44-84390/84989" 124-44246/4h845 
45-11343/11743 124-48096/48496 (See note 124 at bottom) 
44-64160/64179 126-37586 
44-6'+].80/64459 
41,-64460/64714 /381/,0 

138 
129 

P-510 post-war contract for 629 cancelled 
P-51H; P-511 post-war contract for 2500 E & 1 models cancelled 

(P-51H - 45-31456/32236, P-511- 45-32237/33935) 

124 Note: P-510-30-NT 45-11743 C/N 124-48496 was redesignated P-51N-l-NT 

Add note: Altho 1500 P-51K serial numbers were assigned as shown above, 
there were 43 conversions to F-6K types. 

Conversions to F-6 Model (by serial number only) 

F-6A ) 
F-6B ) 
F-6C ) 
F-60-20-NT 
F-60-20-NT 
F-60-20-NT 
F-60-25-NT 
F-60-25-NT 
F-60-25-NT 
F-60-25-NT 

Field modifications of fighter, 
serial numbers unrecorded. 

44-13020/13039 
44-13131/131/,0 
44-13181 
44-84509/84540 
44-84566 
44-84771/84788 
44-84835/84855 

F-60-30-NT 
F-6K-5-NT 
F-5K-5-NT 
F-6K-10-NT 
F-6K-10-NT 
F-6K-10-NT 
F-6K-10-NT 
F-6K-15-NT 

AND 

45-11655/ll689 
44-11554 
44-11897/11952 
44-11993/12008 
44-12216/12237 
44-12459/12471 
44-12523/12534 
44-12810/12852 

There were also a total of 10 factory made TP-51 1s, designated: 

TP-510-25-NT 44-84610/84611 
45-11443/11450 

Several months ago Member Bernard C.F. Klein had 
sent in the following article about the P-5l's in the 
RAF, entitled: 

THE P-51 ''MUSTANG" IN RAF SERVICE 

itMustang Mk. 1" 
The first production order was fitted with the Alli­

son V-1710-FJR engine and the airplanes were used by the 
Army.Cooperation Command of the RAF. 

AG.345 - AG664 (320) 
AL958 - AL999 (42) 
AMlOO - AM257 (158) total 620 
AP164 - AP263 (100) 

"Mustang Mk. lA" 
The second ordezo called for machines similar to 

Mk. 1 except that they used four 20 mm. cannon. Its 
USAAF 8luivalent was the P~51. 

FD4l8 - FD567 (150) 
"Mustang Mk. 2" 

The engine in this version was the Allison V-1710-81 
and the armament was changed to four 0.5-inch machine 
guns. The USAAF model was the P-51A. 

FR890 - FR939 (50) 
"Mustang Mk. 3" 

In the Mark 3 the engine was changed to the u.s.­
built Rolls-Royce "Merlin", known as the Packard 
V-1650-3 engine. Its USAAF 8luivalent was the 
P-51B-l-NA. 

FHI.OO- FH1.24 
FX848 - FX999 
FZlOO - FZ14 7 
FZ149 - FZ197 
FR411 

(25) 
(152) 

(48) 
(48) 
(1) 

total 274 

This was the last specifically British order; all 
the later "Mustangs" were Lend-Leased. 
"Mustang Mk. 3" 

An initial allotment was for 636 airplanes, but why 
they were designated Mk. 3 is a question since they did 
differ from the former Mk. 3 by the installation of a 
semi-bubble hood, !l;nown as the "Malcolm Hood". It was 
developed from the "Spitfire" type hood to improve rear 
vision. Although it is equivalent to the Dallas-built 
P-51C- -NT, very few of the P-51B's and C's were fitted 
with the Malcolm Hood and Mr. Kl-ein would appreciate 
receiving a photo of any one of these, in USAAF markings. 

FH1.25 - FB399 (275) 
HB821 - HB961 (141) total 636 
KH421 - KH640 (220) 

"Mustang Mk. 4" 
Equivalent to USAAF P-510-1-NA, 281 airplanes. This 

had a new series engine, the Packard V-1650-7, the new 
bubble canopy and six machine guns. 

KH641 - KH670 (30) 
KM493 - KM743 (251) total 281 
The second lot of Mk. 4 airplanes used the Aero-

products propeller, and was equivalent to the P-510-5-NA. 
KH671 - KH870 (200) 
KMlOO - KM492 (393) total 593 
There was another set of serial numbers issued for 

this version, SR4o6 - SR440, 35 airplanes, but the air­
craft were either not built or not delivered. Mr. Klein 
states that there was a shipnent lost through torpedoing 
of a cargo ship,. which may have included this 35, but no 
confirmation has been obtained. 

(Continued on Page 149) 
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XP-51 

P-51A-10-NA 

P-51D-30-NT 

TP-51H-10-NA 
SUMMER - 1961 

Robert T. O'Dell 

R. O'Dell 

R. O'Dell 

R. O'Dell 
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I .I 

P-51 Howard Levy 

TP-51D-25-NT R. O'Dell 

P-51K-l-NT Peter M. Bowers 

F-6D-30-NT Hugh J .T. Young 



LINCOLN BEACHEY 
(Continued from Page lll) 

workmanship excellent. Furthermore, we find that 
both wings broke at practically the same distance 
from the fuselage. 

The autopsy surgeon is of the opinion that Mr. 
Beachey actually lost his life from drowning. 

Mr. Beachey had previously executed loops in 
public with this monoplane, bU:t as stated before 
had never either in practice or publicly attemp­
ted to do his vertical drop and upside-down flying 
in this machine or in any oth<Jr monoplane. 

Your Committee greatly appreciates the assis­
tance rendered by Mr. Warren Eaton, designer, and 
to Mr. Arthur H. Mix,.Mr. Beachev's mechanician-" 

(S1gned) Robert ·Fowler, AV1ator, Chairman 
Roy N • .t"rancis, Aviator 
Carl T. Sjolander, Aviator 
Chas. H. Paterson, Manufacturer of 

Aeroplanes 
L. A. Wallace, Aeronautical 

DraughftSlll&ll 
Jay Gage, Aeroplane Designer and 

l<!anufacturer•, of Los Angeles, 
slll"VJ.hg at special reque11t of 

Chairman 

Tne following notes were made on the accident r8-' 
port by Warren Eaton: 

1. Factor at lSO MPH equal 2.16 
Controls twice oversize needed for normal 
flight. Built oversize for Beachey's fast 
use when near gro~d at 100 MPH. Square of 
speed x twice control equals wreck. (Later 
his speed was actually calculated at 240-250 
!·!Hi). 

2. Factor 7 to 1 calculated at 100 :f.IPH. 
Factor at 150 !-!PH - 3.1 to 1. 
Factor at 250 MPH - 1.1 to 1. 
Any over-control would ~eck plane. 

SERIAL NUMBERS 
(Continued from Page llS) 

The RAF received eight more "Mustangsit during the 
War, as tallows: 

TK589 (1) ex-USAAF P-51D-5-NA, #44-1)332 
FR409 (1) ex-USAAF XP-51F 
KN410 (1) ex-USAAF XP-51G 
KN9S7 (1) ex-USAAF P-51H-?-NA 
EW99S (1) ex-:-USAAF A-36A 
HK944 - HK946 (3) ex-USAAF, taken over !rom 12th 

and remained in RAF until May, 1941 
Arruy, remained in RAF until 
May, 1947. 

The P-51 was also the only U.s. designed WWII tight­
er to be produced 1n quantity outside the U.S.: in Aust­
ralia, by the Commonwealth Aircraft Corp., Port Mel­
bourne. This company assembled SO airpl~es from 100 
sets of parts sent there from North American Aviation 
Corp. and used the remaining 20 sets for spares and for 
tooling. This was CaDIIIOllwealth model CA-17, but: 
"Mustang Mk. 2011 

was its designation assigned by the RAAF. Serial 
numbers allotted were: 

A6S-l - A6S-SO (SO) 

Commonwealth Aircraft also built entirely another 
120 airplanes, in three groups as: 

SUMMER - 1961 
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The following comments were published in AERONAUTICS 
magazine (4/15/15 issue). These are excerpts. The re- · 
porter was an eye-witness. 

"The ship was ·an excellent job, one of the -neatest 
planes I've ever seen, staunch in ev~ detail. 

His death was due solely to the aviator's inexper­
ience in flying such a light monoplane. 

The machine dropped fully 250-300 miles per hour. 
No monoplane or biplane could have withstood the strain 
of such falling force." 

Some final quotes on Beachey: B:i.Ll Pickens: 11Bea­
chey was a professional dare-devil. He retired four 
times but professional dare-devils never quit." cn.enn 
L • . Hartin: 11Beachey was )1ardened to hazard." James 
R. Hickey, Yellowstone Stage Company, last friend to 
chat with him: 11I dared not .mention his apparent ap­
prehension before the .last flight; he was too daunt­
less. 11 Beachey himself, to . a Bu.J..letin . reporter . at 
Emeryville Racetrack. 11If I get killed, it will be 
in a monoplane,. but I'll ·tame one some day." 

'Regarding the disposal of Beachey's ,equipnent 
Katherine Stinson bought the wreck and the Little 
Looper. She hired Art. Mix. and went on a successful 
tour with a Partridge Tractor Pa~ered with Beachey's 
famous Chome SO. Mix put a 50 Chome in the Little 
Looper, t'lhich was sold to Cliff Cook, who promptly 
cracked it up in the South on a tour. Beachey's SO 
Chome is safe in private hands today, pickled and 
ready to run. The writer is working a slim lead on 
the Little Looper, reported stored in .a southern state. 

Credits: I want ·to thank. the following .for photos 
and/or eye-witness impressions, . advice, etc.: Art 
Mix, Warren Eaton, Leo Weeks, Willis Nye, Ernie Hall, 
Charles Willard, :1-frs. Ruth Solbrig Adams, Bert Dudek, 
George Shane, Harold Morehouse and Fred Howard. 

"Mustang Mk. 21" 
A68-81 - A6S-106 

"Mustang Mk. 22" . 
A6S-107 - A6S-120 
A68-1S7 - A6S-200 

"Mustang Mk. 23" 
A6S-l21 - A6S-1S6 

(26) 

(14) 
(14) 

Marks 20 and 21 were similar. '.l'ne Mark 22 had ob­
lique and vertical cameras for tactical reconnaissance. 
Mark 23 had the Rolls-Royce "Merlin" 66 or 70 engine. 
Also, the RAAF received, after the War, some ex-USAAF 
P-5l's. The quantity is unknown but they were .in the 
A6S-500 series of serial numbers. None of the Austral­
ian built airplanes served or were sold to another 
country. 

FOOTNOTE: As can be seen from this listing, all of the 
details are not yet clear. William T. Larkins stated, 
in his list, that the "Mustang Mk. 4" airplanes, S/N 
KH671 - KHS70 and KMl.OO - KM492 were P-51K models. He 
also lists one, TK5S61 as a P-51D equivalent which is 
not shown elsewhere. 

(Continued on next page) 
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From J. R. Ellis of 380 Brock St., Peterborough~ Ontario, 
Canada comes the following addendum: 

You may be interested in adding the following notes to 
the "Mustang" story. The ex-RCAF aircraft are now re­
gistered as follow<~! 

R.C.A.F. No. 
9223 
9227 
9231 
9232 
9271 
9290 
9586 

U .S.A.A.F. No. 
44-74446 
44-74466 
44-74506 
44-74502 
44-73843 
44-73435 
44-74417 

P-47 . SERIAL NUMBERS 

Canadian Registry 
CF-LOR 
Nl0607 
CF-MWM 
CF-MWC 
Nl0601 
CF-MWN 
CF-MWB 

Looking back through Volume 4 ot the Journal, I 
came across an error on Page 194 in Mr. Will:i,am T. Lazo­
kins' list of P-47 Serial Numbers. He lists '"P-47D..;.25-

"BEEZLE BUG" 
(Continued from Page 120) 

inatruc"&or grabbed a f1re extinguisher and tr&lneu it 
on the fire through the door. He might just as well 
have used a toy squirt gun tor the good it _ 4id. The 
three of us who made it out the shop door into .the 
hanger rushed to the big hanger doors and opened them 
in record time. The first plane out was a pl-ivately 
owned Szekely-powered "Baby Ace", followed by the J-5 
Travel Air biplarie~ Then it took all three of us to 
get the big Travel Air 6000B out into the snow.' 

By then, the boys from the dol'l!litory arrived to 
give us a hand. But the planes in back or the hanger 
had already started burning. We got the Kinner Swallow 
out and the two boys behind us had an OX-5 Swallow al- · 
most to the door when it burst into flames from the in­
l".ense heat. They had. to drop it ·a.nd ·run. We were only 
able to save four airplanes out of the fifteen that were 
in the hanger. 

From then on, it was like a Fourth of July )inferno. 
Gas tanks exploded, drums of dope blew up and bUrsting 
steel tubing on the fuselages sounded like fix'ecrackers. 
The firemen arrived and poured streams of wat.~r into the 
fire but to no avail. By late afternoon, there was noth­
ing lett but a smoldering mass of twisted steel girders 
and blackened bricks to mark the grave of the three "Bee­
zle Bugs". 

The school continued operations. Classes were he.~ 
in the do:nnitory basement. A Warner-powered Travel Air 
4000 was added to the small fleet of planes. Old "Bee­
zle Bug" Ill was in the do:nnitory second floor and was 
used tor r:il!'tinp: instruction and prl'"+.i ce. 

The fire wiped out everything pertaining to """ 
"Beezle Bug", tools, jigs, blueorints and parts. The 
Bral8ys did not continue -witn the des~gn out die1 bui.La 
a secondary glider, a real clean design. "Scrap" Bra­
ley was demonstrating it one ~day morning and pulled 

RA 42-26389 to 26773" and "P-47D-26-RE 42-28189. to 
28438". Information I have in hand from Republic Avia­
tion Corp. -indicates that the correct listing should be 
"P-47D-25RE 42-26389 through 42-26773" and P-47D-26RA 
42-28189 through 42-28438." 
David H. Brazelton; 5007 w. Linda Curve 

Bartonville, Illinois 

R.A.F. P-38/P-322 Serials: 

Member Bernhard Klein. has sent in some additions to 
the P-38 serial listing in the Summer 1960 (Vol. 5, No. 
2) issue of the JOURNAL. · 

!ze! Serials Quantity 
Lightning I AE 978-AF 220 143 

AF 221-AF 744 524 
Only a few of the first group (AE 978-Af 220) reached 

Great Britain. The rest of the first group and all or 
the second group (AF 221-AF 744) were retained by the 
u.s.A.A.F. under the designation P-322. All retained 
aircraft _kept their R.A.F. serial numbers. 
B.C.F. Klein, 241 Glen Ave.~ Midland Park, N. J. 

up steeply while being towed by a car. The flying 
wires snapped, the wings folded up and the glider 
crashed nose first from several hundred feet ~titude, 
killing "Scrap". Soon after the fatal crash, the Bra-
lays sold their interests in the company. . 

During World War II, Braley Field Was purchased ~ 
the Cessna Company and they expandwd their factory to 
the east. Now the Braley Aircraft Ccmpany's "Beezle 
Bug" is just a memory, but a deserving bit of American 
aviation history. 

BRALEY "BEEZIE BUGJI B-1 
Dimensions: Length 21 ft; height 7 rt. 4 in. Upper 
wing span, 27 ft. Lower wing span, 25 ft. Upper wing 
chord, 57 in. Lower wing chord, 48 in. Weights: 
empty, 1230 lbs. Useful load, 800 lbs. Pay load, 
350 lbs. · Gross weight loaded, 2030 lbs. Win~ load­
ing, 9.2 lbs./ sq. ft. Power loading, 9 lbs.f sq. ft. 
Power Plant: Wright J-5, rated at 220 H.P. at 2000 
R.P.M. Performance: High speed, 184 M.P.H. Landing 
speed, 35 M.P.H. Cruising speed, 150 M.P.H. Climb 
(at sea level), 2000 rt./ min. Cruising range, 750 
miles. 

neferencea: rage .Lo6, September, 1929 issue of Westerr 
Flying. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

A.A.H.S. Member Cee1r1c Galloway. Attended the Br&.Ley 
School of Flying, Wichita, Kansas fran September, 1929 
to September 1930 and completed mechanics course and the 
private pilots course. He soloed in 4 hours 20 minut• 
in the Kinner-powered Swallow. T. G. "Pop" Stone ..,... 
his instructor. Galloway received Private Pilot's Li­
cense No. 16483, September 15, 1930. 
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