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RReemmeemmbbeerr  WWhheenn ...

by Earl See

No. 18 in a series of illustrating sales literature

of light planes from a bygone era.

This series illustrates sales brochures of light aircraft that entered development or production following World War II.
Unfortunately, an anticipated aviation boom did not occur, and many of these airplanes and aircraft companies exist only
in the history of American aviation.  However, these illustrations allow us to remember when optimism in the future of light
planes was at its zenith.

For those of us who recall the period, a boom in general

aviation was to take place following World War II.  It was

anticipated that returning airmen would trade their wartime

aircraft, flown in hostile skies, for light planes flown over

peaceful American terrain. The return of many veteran

pilots, aviators and airmen was to be the catalyst behind the

figurative statement “an airplane in every garage,” and it

gave impetus to artists’ conceptions of smiling families 

flying to vacation destinations in futuristic light planes.

Aviation magazines of the day reinforced this vision by

depicting modern-day housing developments with a runway

and individual taxiways leading up to each new home.

Aircraft companies and subcontractors shared this 

optimism as they converted their wartime facilities into the

manufacturing of general-aviation aircraft.  Soon their

drawing boards were busy as they transitioned from the

manufacturing of bomber and pursuit aircraft of war to the

postwar pursuit of building light planes.  In some cases, and

for expediency, their aircraft were prewar or updated

designs.  Other companies, however, capitalized on wartime

knowledge and transferred newly developed technology into

modern and innovative aircraft designs.

New light-plane designs and prototypes from major 

aircraft manufacturers, including Douglas, Grumman,

Lockheed, North American and Republic, entered into

development. Additionally, new light planes from many

other aircraft companies entered the developmental stage at

the end of the war (see listing of aircraft). Concurrently, 

production was resumed on prewar aircraft, including the

Erco Ercoupe, Globe Swift, and the Luscombe Silvaire.

However, the aviation boom was not to be.  Many 

war-weary pilots turned their vision from the sky to 

earthbound goals, including home, automobile, family and

peacetime employment.  Also, the exigencies and economic

conditions at the time helped to fuel the death knell of the

aviation boom.

Light Planes in Development or 

Production following WWII
Aero-Flight Streak
Aeronca Arrow, Champion, Chief, Chum, Sedan
All American Ensign
American Eaglet
Anderson Greenwood AG-14
Beechcraft Bonanza
Bellanca Cruisair Senior (Vol. 53, No.3)
Call-Air A-2
Cessna 120/140 and 190/195 (Vol. 52, No. 2)
Commonwealth Cloudster, Skyranger (Vol. 53, No. 4)
Consolidated-Vultee Flying Automobile
Cornelius Super Sport
Culver V (for victory) (Vol. 50, No. 3)
Douglas Cloudster II (Vol. 52. No. 2)
Emigh Trojan
Erco Ercoupe (Vol. 51, No. 4)
Eshelman Winglet
Fairchild F-24, F-47, M-84
Fulton Airphibian (roadable airplane)
Funk B-85-C
General Aircraft Skyfarer
Globe Swift (Vol. 51, No. 2)
Goodyear Duck
Grumman Kitten
Hockaday Comet
Interstate (unnamed)
Johnson Rocket
Kaiser-Hammond Y-2
Lanier Paraplane
Lockheed Little Dipper, Big Dipper
Lockheed 60 (Vol. 54, No. 2)
Luscombe Model 10, Silvaire, Silvaire Sedan (Vol. 50, No.1)
Meyers 125/145 (Vol. 52, No. 4)
Monocoupe 90AL-115
Mooney Mite
Naugle Mercury
North American Navion (Vol. 51, No.1)
Piper Skycoupe, Skycycle, Skysedan, Super Cruiser
Republic Seabee (Vol. 50, No. 2)
Shinn 2150-A (Vol. 54, No. 1)
Skylark Skycraft
Stinson 108 Voyager (Vol. 52, No. 1)
Strat (four-place all-metal monoplane)
Summit HM-5
Superior Satellite
Taylor Aerocar (roadable airplane)
Taylorcraft BC 12 D (Vol. 52, No. 3)
Thorp Sky Scooter
Volmer Jensen Jaybird
Waco Aristocraft (Vol. 50, No.4)
Weatherly-Campbell Colt
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