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WORLD WAR I PHOTO PAGE
by

Peter M. Bowers

Since the feature airplarne of this issue of the Journal is the WW -II Lock-
heed P'-38, the WW ~Ipictures have been selectedto show the configuration of
other twin-fuselage designs. Whilethere were several twin-fuselage-with-nacelle
types built alongthe general P-38lines,none actually duplicated the configuration.
The Italian Capronis came closest, buthad athird engine in the rear ofthe nacelle.
Other twins, as shown, hadthe fuselages arranged verticallyinstead of side-by-side.

Photo No.l: CaproniCa-33. This wasnotthefirsttwin-fuselage Caproni, nor was it
by any means the last, butit istypicalof the trimotor bomber series that is bestre~
membered for the famous triplane. This Italianfirm was by far the leading producer
oftruetwinfuselage airplanes during the war. They were the mainstayofthe Italian
bomber force and were also used by the French on the Western Front.

Photo No.2:Fokker K-I. Thiswas atrue''Twin' inthattwo entirelyindependentfuse-
lages were used, each with its own setof tail surfaces. The crew satina cockpit be-
tweenthe two Oberursel/Gnome engines. Itis interestingto note that Fokker reviv~
ed this configuration with the D-21 fighter of 1939. Fokker Photo.

Photo No. 3: Ago C-IIi. Aclipped-wing version of the earlier C-I andllobservation
models that saw wide use by Germany in1915-16. Itis questionable whether or not this
is atruetwin fuselage model; rather it seems more like a conventional pusher with
greatly cleaned-up booms. German Official Photo.

Photo No. 4:Siemens -Steffen R «II. Anunusual modelin severalrespectis,notthe least
of whichis the positioning of the two triangular -section fuselages. Onz reason given
for the arrangementis the good fieldoffire thatthe gunners hadtothe rear. The pro-
pellers were driven by shafts fromengines inthe fuselage. Manufacturers' Photo.

Photo No. 5:Voisin Triplane. This 1916 model was the second largest Voisin triplane
with a single main fuselage and a smaller one up above. The mismatchinsizes raises

the question of whether such a configuration could be classed as a true "Twin."
Manufacturer's Photo.

Photo No. 6:Blackburn T,B. Thiswas a'""Twin''onfour counts - twin engine, fuselage,
tail, and pontcons. Anextrafeaturenot visibleinthe photo is the use oftwintail flocats.
Of the machines illustrated, the Blackburn comes closesttobeing atruetwinbecause
of the complete independence of the fuselages, each of which contained one of the two

pilots. Allofthe other designs groupedthe crews onor near the airplane centeriline.
Imperial War Museum Photo.

Photo No. 7:Siemens-Shuckertl.~-l. Atrimotor built alongthe lines ofthe Caproni
which did not fit into either the standard '""G' category of twin-engine German types or
the larger '"R's'", most of which were 4-engine. Manufacturer's Photo.

Photo No. 8: British Grahame ~White Ganymede was another trimotor onthe Caproni
pattern. One was completed out of three ordered since the end of the war pre-
cluded the need for the type. Compare size with tiny single-seat Grahame-
White sport plane. Manufacturer's Photo.



