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Some Origins of Military Aeronautics (Cont'd. from page 60) 

The growing concern about aerial warfare became an issue ofinternatio;nal 
diplomacy at the Hague Conference of 1899, which drew up the well known ''Con­
vention for the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes, 11 and a 11Declar = 

ation to Prohibit for the Te'l-m of Five Years, the Launching of Projectiles 
and Explosives from Balloons, and Other New Methods of Similar Device. 11 27 
The five year limitation recognized that balloons could not yet be steered or 
bombs properly aimed. Once accuracy could be achieved the ban was to be 
lifted in the interests of quicker and, hence, more humane warfare. Within 
the five-year period Count Zepplin flew his airship over Lake Constance 
and thejaunty littleBrazilian, Santos-Dumont, captured the attention of 
the aerona..1tical world when his Dirigible No. 6 circled the Eiffel Tower 
and returned to its departure point by its own power and control system. 
Man had gained control of lighter -than-air flight. During the same years the 
Wright brothers conquered the problems of heavier -than-air flight. The in­
vention of the successful aerial vehicles opened the new era when the ideas 
of air power became a reality. 

27 u. S. Statutes at Large of the United States of America, XXXII, p. 
1839. 

***************** 

SOME AIR-MAIL PLANES, 1918-1930 

The Editor was digging around in his desk the other day and found a set 
of prints that were "lost in the files, 11 to use a not too original phrase. 
Member Jack McRae of Box #108, Hempstead, N.Y., had sent them in some 
time ago. He believed the membership might enjoy a set of early U.S. Mail 
planes. We thought so too. 

1. Curtiss R~4 AM. 1918. Photo Curtiss-Wright. 

2. Curtiss Exp. 503 HA Mail. 1919. Photo Curtiss-Wright B654. 

3. Curtiss Night Mail. 1923. Photo Curtiss-Wright T2503. 

4. Aerial Service Mercury. 1924. Photo Mercury Aircraft Inc. 

5. Curtiss Carrier Pigeon. 1925. Photo Curtiss -Wright T27 85. 

6. Curtiss Falcon Mail. 1929. Photo Curtiss-Wright 3502-B. 

7 . Boeing 40C Mail. 19 2 9. Photo Jack McRae. 

8. Curtiss P.A. Falcon Mail. 1930. Photo Curtiss-Wright T6154. 
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