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w
D€rek P. lfoodhql.L, hesldent

The Avlatlon Hlstot{.cal Socl€rty of New Zealand waa fo:nally conBtituted on lst
Jaorury, 1958, and thLs report cc'\rers progfess durlrg our flrst year. We Btarted off
rrtth plenty of falth, a few nembers, and a lot of ideas. The faittr and the ideas
bave nultiplted, as has the total of nernbers. In Jenuarlr, 1958, re couLd cornt on
f,tve dEfinlte subscrlptlons - rrcfi !r€ are ninnfuig into ttre slxtl.es. ThJ.s rnay not
aornd a great, deal to those Bocieties [hose menbership rrDs lnto thousands, but for
the populatlon and the eize of the interest therefrcrn, Lt is reckoned a reasduble
f{gure.for the firet year. We lrope, of gourse to opread the word even nore go dur-
tJ,s Lr59.

It ras dectded before the Soclety actually Bterted, that a ncrthly Jourrral rorld
be produced, to cover past and present eivents concetnlng aviatloa ln l{a Zealand.
Avlatl,on as we knor lt today Btatt€d tolards the end of the nlneteenth century nrlth
rnany ball.oon fJ.tghts, and of recsrt yeare Lt has been BuggeBted that a lla Zealander
rae the *lrst persosl to fly a porered alrcraft I tlhtle I do not sant to bring a bor-
nets t nest about ry head I would llke to nention that potnt; there ts plenty of scope
for such a SocJ.ety as thLs to underbake r€search lnto our own pLoneer effotts. At
all wento, the Journal of the A.!I.S.N.Z. haE ncnr run lnto trelve J.ssues and a sup-
plaent, and every Journal has been nalled before the due pubUcatlon date. lfhether
or not re shall be able to keep up that standard rsdaLns to be seen. There hsve beesr
110 pagEs of readlng natter, plus about lr8 pages of l[ew Zealand Ctvl]. Register |tgenrl

and coverage of the latter Ls gotlg reIL. tJe hope to cover the cq|tl)lete Reglster ln
due cour8e. Thls is not so bif an urdertaldng as lt soulds, for thEr€ havs been un-
der 11500 alrdb clvil-registered to dst€ here. The Reglster covers such detalle
as tlDe, cdt8tnrctor I I nunber, pr€ieLoug ldentlties, o!trlers, fate and other nLsceL-
laneous details.

Irr lda& 1958, lt es declded to form the flrst Branch of the Soclety, lrr order
to hold regular neetlngs so that ndlbers could get t'ogether for the jnerritebl€ rlat-
ter oesslbna, and aleo heer lnterestlng guest speakers on aeronautical subJects. lle
planred fl.ln erenlage, guizzes, and Bllde proJectlons. Uonftly neetings were held
dr tbg fourbh ThufBday of each n@th, and the attendance at these neetings has been
verT good. I should nentlon that the meetlngs so far have been ln GhrS.stchurclr, the
otjrer cgntres ln l{ar Zealand so far norb havlng star+ed thet! orm brafiches. lfe hope
that tt ndrrt be log before they do, fo" hal.f the fun of belmglng to a Soclety of
thls nature ts in befu€ able to neet other peopile of t'lre sane pecullar tastes as
crels se1f.

Or Patron ls r. George Bolt, 0.8.E., F.R.l.e.S.r Chlef &rglneer of Tasnan Sl-
plrc Alnrays llnlted. Mr. Bolt has been a foremost figure Ja arl"ation for over f,lf-
ty years. EE has shonn a great lnterest ln our rorkr and b September last r€ had
the pr:lvllege of hearing hlm addrEss a Rory,al Aerqrautlcal Soclety riteeting ln Chddt-
cttuch. At the flnaL 1958 Eeetine a flltr ev€rdng ras held, and at tbls re sat the
f,l]n tFlf,ty YEars of Porered Eltghtr.

tfe look forrard fo Lg59 rrith confld€nce, r5.ttr the tootledge t,lrat plstty of aup-
port rlIL bo fort'lrccming fron our nenbere. In clooing, I rdrld llke to conv€y gr€€t-
lngs fror arr D€nb€as of A.H.S.N.Z. to aII nembers of A.A.II.S. Ue look fonrard to
an ccharrg€ of tdeas and lnformatlon, and ney our realiectlve socletl.es flourleh.
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