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HISTCIRY CONRECTED

The LoEs of ttre Oerman Naval Alrshlp L 62 on t{ay 10, 1918

By

Douglas II. Bobinson, lt!. D.

Al-L published accorntg of aer{al operatlons ln l{orld War I, Jrrcludlng the Brt-
tish official historT, nThe lrlar In the Airtr, state that the German naval al.rshlp
I 62 was destroyed in action wlth a British flying boat on lday 10, 1918. Oernran
Navy records relating to this engegenent rere. nener investlgated. Claselfied rlee-
cretrr nhLle in the hands of the Reich, lt was only after th€ir capture at the end of
World War fI that Lt becerne possffIe to obtairr the Oerman version of thls ep5.sode.
It not appears certaLn that on the rnorning of Mey 10, 1918, the L 62 vas destroyod
i-n an operatlonal accj.dent, wh11e late that afternoqr a Britlsh flylng boat fought
an wtsuccessfuL action with the Gennan naval alrshlp L 56.

Ln the last year of the war the Gerrnan Narly nas stralnlng every nenro Jn the
U-boat war against nerchant shlpping, and all actlvitleE of the lligh seas nleet were
subservient to the goal of getting the submarineE to sea, and corerlng thelr return
through the German Blght. !r an atternpt to bar thelr passage, the Brltlsh sded
thou.sands of nines ln Getman $aters, requirlng intensive efforts by nine$reepers of
the High Seas Fl-eet to keep certain channels open to the north and reat. The prl-
nary mission for the Gennan Navyts Zeppellns 1n the spring of 1918 was to f\r patrola
to seaward of the ninegweepers, to protect them against surprise by Brltlsh eutface
forces .

On the rnornlng of Dtray 10, 1918, Fregattenkapltan Strasser, ihe leader of ALr-
ships, dispatched two Zeppellns to fly dayli8ht patrols at th€ northern and uestern
edges of the Gennan Bight. Frcrn the 2-hangar base at lfittmudheven near the Ibtch
border the L 16, , under Kepltanl.eutenant Zaeschnar', ascended et 7230 A. l{. (Ceniral
European Standard Ttne). The L 62 follored at 8t5o A. 14. fronr the blg headquarters
base at Nordholz near Curchaven--a Narry shlp rith a NavJr c!En, comnsnded W an AtTry
officer, Ilaupfunann Manger, rho had been rlon loanrr to the sea sor?lce since the
spring of 1915. Both Zepleline rere of th6 late8t"doslgrrl wlth 1rlffrJ6o cubic
feet of hyd"ogen ln thelr etreantlined hulle, 6L! feet, 8 trnches long and fB feet,
5 lnches :in dianeter. Both were deslgned to outcllnib Brltish pl.anes, maktng thelr
ctayllght patrols at altltudes above 131000 feet, and fl.trrtug eren higher ln nlght
bombing 

"aids on A:g1and. The L 62 hed touched 21r?00 feet ln her last attack on
&rgland on the night of Aprll U-13, 1918. The L 62, coranlssloned on January 21,
1918 had five of the nen over-dlnensioned and super-conpressed 260 h.p. l{ay'bactr MB

Wa.ttaltibude nolors,It glving her a speed of 6O nll.es per hour at 19, ?00 feet. The
L 16, conrlssloned on Septanber 28, 1!l7 , could only rnake L5 rnlLes p€r hour at thls
aLtitude rith the older Maybach ISLu englnes of 2L0 h.p.

ftmedlately on taldng off frcm Nordholz the L 62 ras seen to rlse to 3300 feet,
establishing a rrpressure height,I befow whl,ch she could opeqate thereafter rithout'
dlscharglng any of the lnflarmable hrdrogen gas through the autqnatic valves r At
9:25 the 162 was heard signalng to the Cmnander-in-Orlef of the llJ.gh Seaa fleet,
trtakeoff, eourse for Dogger Bank lforth llghtshlptt. Forty nrlnutec ieter, at' 10:OJ
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a.n.. Eb€ flew over scme Oeman Datrol araft about ten nlleg north-rest of Eeliso-
land-at an altltude of, onJ.y a th-ousarrd feet, anil dloappeared lnto a tonerlag crfrulue
cloud. lJrnost li'rcnediEtely there ras e heatry $cploslon lngtde tho cloud, atrd the
shattefed wrock of the atrehJ.p, bLasted in frto, fell blarirg lnto tlre eea. fhs
trallLer trBergedorfo ras directly mder the cloud, and the rrrec&age pltmg€d lrrto the
water a bare 100 feei fron her, whiLe fragment s landed on her deck. Five bodiee
rere recovered, but no surfivorB were found of the cre,lr of 20. Strasser, ln hle re-
vlery of the lnfotnatlon avallable, lras unable to deterrlne the cau6e of the I 62tE
destructldr. Since she was flybg woLl under the npressure helghttr she had estab-
llshed afier taking off at l{otdholz, there was no questlon of an escspe of hydrogen.
Str€sser beltelted that an electrtca1 charge Ln the thunderoloud had cauged an ec-
pl.oslon of either fue]' or bornbs. General opfu5.on todsy among Eur.vir,:ing naval air-
shlp per'sonnel 18 that one of the bcrr& fuees--three-foot tribes lngerted ln the tail
of the nl,sslles after leavlng the German Blght--had been sabotaged to eo<pl,ode when
the bonb was afiied.

The Britlsh Admiralty radlo station ln l{hitehall had heard the airshtps t sig-
nals off He11goland, and aftef a neEsage at 1:OB p.nr. lnilicated that one of thq
was headed west, the naval air stat'lon'at f,llllngho3ne on the ftriber ras ord€red to
lntercept her. At 1:20 p.m. (ceiltrat &\rropean Standard flj|le) the F.2a flylllg boat
[.L291 took off, rlth Captaln T. C. Pattlson, R.A.F., as first pllot, Captaln A. H.
l{urday, n.A.F., as second pllot, a radlo nan and an englneer on board. At lr:30 p.D.
when they were about l0 rnlles nor-th-norbh*est of Borkum Rlff, lightshlp, they san
a Zeppelln bn the port beam, about a nlle ffay. ThE ltboattr nas at 6100O feet anal the
alrehlp et an estlnated 8r0@. The Zeppelln at once dropped bsnbs and bauast and

started to cllrnb. I{rurday reported:

trI rrent to the forward oockplt and tested the gun and trled the nomting,
and foutd errerythtng rorked satisfastorily. the englneer rating .lmedla-
tely proceeded to the rear gun cockpit and tested both port end etarboard
grrls. At'thle tlme..our mach1rro was at a helght of 610OO feet. The hos-
tlle craft had oridently seen u6 flrst, and was endeavourlng to get dl-
rectly orer us ln order to attaclc us r'dth bonabs. Wben at a helght of
8,000 feet, and the Zeppelin had cLlmbed to a helght of I'OOO feet I opened
the attaclc and f,ired about 1.25 rourds of ecploslve amnmltion. The en-
glrreer ratlng aLso opehed flre and fired about the sane nudber of .rormdg.
the Zeppelin was about 5oo yaras d{stant. AlI our fire appeared to hit
the craft, and 1lttle spurts of flarne, our elcp].osive buJ.lets, apPeated
all oner the envelope. f notLced rauch that appeared to be rater ballaat,
and nrany articles bolng ttrrowa crvertoard and the nose of the hostile
crafb rsrt r4r a f€$ degreea froh the hortzontal. Thls ras appalenttrJ
soon'ch€cked by the occupants, as t'he. craft itas rlghted and cannenced, to
cllnb as nuch aE possible. I had a gun stoppage and speot nanJr nin[tes
cloarlng lt, betlg obll.ged to take the breech of the guo,to plec.e6.

nThe Zeppelin oolrtlnued to clldb and galn on tls stightly and again,€!ld€a-
vorrrirS to get dliregtly ovEl our rnachlne. The eoery sucoeeded and clropped
flve or'qlx bcinbg, The..e[rglneer raung reported to the tl.rst pilot (Cap-
taln Patttson ) that Berreb hosttle deatroyers vere, circlurg aroEld beneath
ug. UElrere 

'|or 
at e hetght of Ll.;00O fei:t, and the ZelpelJn I s belght ras

applarfurately l2r50o feet, f opened flre aga5a and filred anot]er 130
lourds of ocploolve and tracer bullerts. I not'ioed the propeller of the
Zeppaltl.t:sr port engtne abost Etop ed .t'ho. crsft sudd€olJ oteerd hard
to por.t. n.eonoLrded that tbe'po* engfne had been hit by our gur3ile
aB r€iUL ea ,orther part's otr thc crdf'tr 'as ibe'esrrelop€ end gondolas 8e€n€d
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.a baokglound fof afl the flashes of the ocplosive and tracer bull.etg.
there $as nUch roore outpourlng of baill.ast and artlcles and, conelderable
snokei I. smcl,uled that re had finlshed the Zeppelin and lnfonned
Captain PattLson that.rre :had bagged lt. But thg craft agaln headed foi
HolEtein il a crtrbrlse fashlon emitting nuch emoke.

rrf had other gun stoppages and one bad Jarn. One of the oplostrve bul-
lets erp).oded in.the gun and fl.ashed into ry face and onto rry harrd but
outeide of a fsr scratches I received no lnjury. Our port engine com.
menced to give sone trorble and the englneer lnveBtigated.. IIe rgported
that fln oi). feed pipe had broiceo and that it would not be long before
lt tlould break.ir two. As soon a6 T had l5r gun clearecl of the troubl,e
cawed by the. ecrplodillg of the orploeive bullet I signaled to Captain

. Patti.son. that I ras reqdy to re-dttack and looked for the drs y crafb.
I sar 1t stlL1 proceedlng due east l.rr a crab-nise fashion. .It ras
loslng height and anittlng smoke rhlch was of a black variety, though
parts of Lt were pure white., The hostlle destroyers underneath opened
flre on u6 and, odng to englne trouble, lack of petrol for our return
Jouney and beiag only about 6O rnlles off He1igoland re gav€ up the at-
tack at 5:35p hadlg been attacking for one hou! and five rninutes. rr

5o they we e not. able to bagrr their Zeppelin after a1l. Shortly after begln-
n3,ng the retuno Journ€y the oll pipe broke. [he f].ying boat had to land on the
water, buf; the englneer, Sorgeant. . R. Stubbtngton, repaired the break rith tape
and th€y took off again before the 0eman destroyers errlved. The F.2a rEtu:med
safely to lGllingholrne at 8:!0 p.n.

The catnrander of the L,56--for Lt was she tbat the flylng boat had att'acked--
submitted aD. Action Report which ehcds that the ZeppelJn lres not damaged, deaplte
Munday I s def,jhite beltef,.to the contrarT. It also proves that the Brltishe'rs had
greatly underestlneted .the aj.rshlp re altitude, and $ere flgll out of range all the'
tine they l'€re flrlhg at her. Thl.s rag h!.e report:.

ttAt lr:50 p.m. L 56, according to R.S.A.'bearings at L:15 p.no plirs dead,
reckoniag, was b 081 d(90 nlles north-rost of Terschelu,ng) at lr?oo
meters (15rL00 feet) Eltltude and stebr,llg on. a eouth course, rheB att
enonry flytng boat ras slghted t9 .the reat at 25OO rneters (0200 feet).
Dletanoe about L2r0@ meters (?* rnllee).

rrTh€ plen€ nes put estent,end shlp oltrb€d to en a\rsrgge altltude .of
660o nbtere (2tr?gg fEet), The '€n€oig aii f,irgt approeclrad fast, erd
cl{$bed rapldly, r}tllb asc€ndlng tn' olrcl,ea. .fhE a1tltude he attal&:-
ed $ar eatlDatad at 5r@0 netars (161110o feet) Judefu€ fr€o! i€latlv€
positlons.' The dLstanc6: rras estfuitd* ati3r0o0 neters (l.OrO0O feet).
trThe aeng purarrd the shlp tt[ 5 rl+O D;n. tbd, t'hst diEanp6ereal S.o,

. stghti Ilts 'rliired decreamd rlih alti.trdci'f,or *.-,coodiderablg tl[e -
3O. nirutebr : he rinal$Ed: c[|t ths sene he.rirg,ia!d:.oor.1d not'gala, o
the elido. ls far a6- coild be nade. out. heitlat hilsigt&l1-€d 8t an
ang!.e oi' 10-t5 degrees. Or..apeed' eatipatdil at.'2is/aao, .(16 n.p.tr.)
rrilrLildgrrceqaagtre.



paee 5l

w:Lrelegg bearilgs rere requeeted, so as to adrlee bhe Eeaplane station
at Borkur of ou po3ltion. The. eagt couroe steeled led rith the North
rlnd tcnarde Borkwir. The eneny folloned as far as o15-0il d(6o nilee
north of Ters ctrelllng )

t{Ihe pLane ra€ not flred at frcm the shtp ao the dLstance ras too greai.
As he offer€d a good target.for,a loog tlme.and at his celllng n&3 not
oanoewerlng erasively, he. could have been flled on effectlvely lrlth a
,2 6tr. carnm. It is eleo probable that gtoke aDd tracer amunltLon of,
larger .callber, lryco{abination wlth bdlbs tlmed to eJQlode lmder the '

ehip, could force a plane to turrr dalrr as he could not' eccept gunfire
damage to his nacldre at a great distance frm hl'6 bese"

trFror the obselvailon that the speed of th€ plane was not greater than
that of the alrshlp at lts ceiling, it tnight be antlcipated that a ship
nith 260 h.p. €ngines (the lE fVa) could outrun 1ts pursuer. The en-
gbes of the I 56 ran neLL at flank speed even wlth an up angle of up to
12 degrees r l{htle clirablng the port conpress5.on glrder at Bing f0 bent,
angling toaards the Btent.

rrDescrlptlon of, the flying boat: It was a fLy:ing boat fl1th lateral floats
and a long, narror{ body proJectlng forrard, carirtrLng a nachine gun abaft
the natn planes. &re propeller. The &rgIlsh recognitlor ltprks nere v€r']r
dlsttnctly recognizable. Color of fuse1age and floatE flas dark'rl

The lfllllngholme boatts attaclc dLd ceuse the L 56 to break off her patrol pre-
naturely at 6t2o p.n. for lack of fuel and balJ"ast, and she landed at witt'tnundhaven
at 8:15-p.n. &re of the f,ew shlp6 luclcy enough:to sur\rlve the wag she was destroyed
by her orn cres. at. tllttmundhav.en on June 23, 1919, tro days after the oennan dread-
niughts nere scuttleal at Scapa FJ.or. Brit$h ltlt;l]igotrlc€, arare of the L 62ts loss
crn {be sane date as Pattlsoi and l{rndayts actlon nith lha I' 56, irrcorrectly credited
then rdth the L 62rs destructlcr. But since the Air Mhistrlr reflrsed an award to
the lat,e captEih Munday for his parb j-n the action against lhe L 59, _there rnay have

been a suspicion in ofilclal clrcles that the f,{1Ilngholnre tthoatn had not destroyed
ttre L 62.

ABOIN. TI{E AUIHOR

As a recent nanber of tho Soclety, Dr. RoblaEon hae found an outlet for nuch
enthuslagm for lTAte. rrl never forgot the sLght of the Bhenandoah I fl-ylrg over the
houee. when f was 5 years oldrr he eays, and he recelrtly took tine out fron a busy
practive to.visit Gemany and tatk io rnany srirvlvljlg Ge:man Navy Airship personnel..
(Nearly one-half of aIL iteld airships ln service were opetated by t5e Getman.l{avy. )
itrougir the help of the Dliector of i{aval Hlstory, RAIM E. M. El'ler, ttSN(ReU. ) he
was enabled. to ieeearch the Tarnbach D,ocrnrents ' orlginaL Oennan Navy records and alr-
thlp log .books, nor ln cwtody of the u. s. l{avy and the Brltish A&nlr8lty. IIe ad- 

-
vtsis.the an&litous r"esearcher into theie docrrrentg to have a thorough }crofleage and
readablllty of technlcal Gernan aE no help can be obt alrred non locatlo'lrrr.

Ilr. Roblnecr trae rritten a ccrnprehensiTe hlstory of. !TA|'E ln UWI errtitled trThe

ZeDDelln Ln Conbattr.. shlch iE now. iir the lrende of A publlsherr bnd prmlses .for the
;&i-iE;ue;i tr," .l6tr"ttr an article on xapltanleutnant Eockh6rt and the 1"59, e
account of tts l.ong rango supp\r nissldr to Affica.


