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ryrrQuE_Hul\ITnrq cAN gEJ]ry

by

Albert J. IClef er

TheEe notee are fomarded w:!th the hope that J.t rnay apur others to look ln
their om badc yards fof lhe Itggl-d in then thar h5.11sr', as George l{ardie, Jr.
quoted in e rdcent issue of AA}1S Journal. (lrth Quartcr, I#7, P, 22].+)

ft ls lndeed tnre thai there is s thriIl in rrrediscovcringrr aviation hlstory.
Doc Hood and n.tj;seJ,f lorow, becaube as,the resuLt of several newly found friqnds in
ttie Last year, $e have locaied. aad acqutred a JNIrD fuselage, cqaplete rdith t$o rtDtf

stabil"lzers, 6ne Canuck stab, .rudder, ele,vato.rs, ailerons, tro fins-, three.cqrter
sectlons and al} related har&rare. Thls lnc}udes wing flttinBs, lnte$l.ane struts,
aLL th6 nJrig wlres and a brand new radlator in the orlginal crate. This radiator
nas nade by tlMayo Radiator Co.n. Incidentaf,.ly, sc far, ve h.ave f.gund no d-5er rho
has ever seen or heerd of this nake - rmy of you lrrold of thls raanufacturer?

Piclures enplosed describe far nrore graphlcaLly the rflndtr ne encountered.
Thebe rbritles hacl been stored in a vineyard in l'fadera since 1935 - wer 22 yeate;
ft is hard to belLere that rith the generaL acceptanoe hero in Southera Californla
that the. centraL valley hatl be*r iompletely $cleaned eultl; this Jenny. package rras
etllI on-ty 7 mlLes olrf, of "Freeno ard less than tro niles off -ihe,netn highltey. Its
ownbr, Mr. &obert FickLln of l11lnols, .ac$rired the Jenny, a !treeih Polneolt nnd a
set.of iodifleat Torniy l{orse lotrer nijlgs 1rr the 193orsr r,tith.htent to rEbuiLd the
Jenny and Heath. !tr. Ficklints residence'in llJ.inois. and attendant businesB re6pon-
slbtltties had never allored him to complete. thls proi€ct.

Tru1y, to again quote ltr. Ilardle, ttgold ls l'here you find itx. To.illustrate
hotr these thlngs. happen: Doc and I purchased an lnccrrplete package of JNI$. hardware
on\y f4oi Jaok Qrnary over a year ago., in Scptember, 195?, with. tntent,.to restore
the hardware arid build a il€nny. AlL the fittings Looked Llke a load of rusty Junk,
but wlth the assistance of tno Local processing companiee all the natorlal ras de-
rusted and cad plated. The OX-5.er€ine in the. package had been partlally renorked
by Jack and L9 nor leally a thing of beauty.

We rere re1l. ort ^he way, wLth alt fitttttgs reslored, etcr, and. had prepared the
fuselege J g sn4 ,weie set to begin fuseJ.age assanbly, when our dtrectlon $as abruptly
change<I. Both Doc and I $ork at Northrop Aircraft. Thror€h..our om asaociaies, and
thelr hrorl:rg of our -Jenny. intefest, we were glvgn. the'ru,me of a local e;-baFlrstotm-
er, rlMacrt Macreery, frqn whcm vo secured a beautlful nagneto rith the adapter pad
for onr O(. In our severaL conversatibns, he told us re shouLd go out to Gorona and
vislt a I'b. furt Schober, uho had opornte.d an ait?ort, lrt EL llonte' .Ca1ifornla, front
1926 thrrr L936, Ve are lndebted to both Dtr. M4creeqr and Mr.,,$chober {or tbeLr
helpful esdlstance, because it. was.thi.s cbain of, circustancea .and Xurtrs discofer-
lrrg our obsessLon 'to restore a ileruiy that' led hin to.dtg lnto hls rnanrory and reeall
a frlend of hls. hav:ng seen a nbeaton.r'rlpT Jenny sone.place close to lleano back ln
1950. Kurt looked up the chap, b !{r. }loran Jn AJ.hanrbra, Oerllfornia; r}io had seen'
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the plane and got the nsrne of ihe owner and forrarded It to u6.

We nade two 500-n11e neekend trlps up lnto the Fresno, ldadera, llodesto area
before looatlng the airplane, and a thj.rd to take an inventory. l{r. Fick1ln, the
oflner, was retlcent to sell tho shlp because of hls sontfu[ental attachunent, but reflnally convinced hin that we should be alLdwea to purchaee it for regtoraiion
purposes. So, aboui two reeks later, Doc, Ernle tr'reernan, Rob lambert, llerb l(elley,
and I left for Madera rith a traLLer to claim our prize.

The fuselage was jJr a 22 footr shed ln the rniddle of the vineyar.rt. A two foot
portion of the fuselage was e*posed to the elements but partlal_Iy covered rlth o1d
tarpaper and wrapped wlth wire. When Doc ripped back the fabrtc to inspect the
wood, a large rat ran out of the opening. AIso nunerous rnud-daubors I nests trere
lnside thc fr:selage, iacludlng a trlivefl one in the rear, under the tarpaper.

Lfter iaking some pictures, ne began dragging the parts outside. .We had to
renove the nheels and.a*le tn oriler to get the fuselage cn the tial1er. Whelr 1t
ras flnally Load.ed, re drove over to the dfilrerrs hdne to plck up ilre radlator whlch
was stored. tn the garage. I{e ha<l Loaded it onrthe trailer and lrefe ready.td leafe
nhen we declded to take rtone laEt lookr lnside. There, behlnd sorne old pipers, Doc
found a br€nd nerr c€nter-sectlon Etnrt. We left shortly, and headed soulh for:an-
other town to check up on one of ErnLe lbesnants leads, a Ur. 0a11aher, who report-
edly had sonre Jenny parts.

Ulgon arriving there, re visited hls nother, who told us thore were rtsme old
airptrane pa"tB ln the baok yardrr. Thls ie.what we for:nd: A Jenny rudder used to
Eupport a young tree, a pair of Jerugr allerons that were coved.ng up d holo in the
!99f, al9 ceveral lnter?lane struts, cccnpLeto vith fittilgs, lying on the rubbish
.piIe. Hls notheF told us that nthe neJ.ghborhood kids have been carrl"ing off that'stniff for yearstr. we lnnnedlately rourd-d up two kids and toLd then we iourd gtve
then a qnarter for every l,oad of parts thoy coul"d find. rn about tive nrlnutel thoy
sere back nith several stftts and other parts. l{e gave thon the quarter and told :
thdn to keep looktng r But, those ktda got rnnart reaL quiclci tJre n&t five trlpe
thry only brought one gtrut each tlne for the querter. We got a blg laugh out of it.

After'flndJrrg a place for ttrese parbs on ou:c atreaily bulgtng lrailer, we drore
oveT__tg ihe ai.r?ort to eee l{r. Gallaher. T}rere, Ern5.e ptck€d up a rudder bar, seat,
an O(-5 eng{ner:and an extra capburetor and water prnrp for hls or.n Jenny rhlch he
hss been collectlng fol for gerveral nonthb.

t'he control sygtem of a JNLII. ft haa an unusrisl but rnebhanlbally orcelleni steel
t'ube engine noutrt support. &re of the three center-sections trlth it ras an ori.gilral
'19n5 ser!.eri 1 ,lenny etr.lr!. ?he taj.1 gki.d oupport ha8 am L/8tt x l-I,&tr itrap lron-'brace (slace re roved snd scrapped) to tbe tail. post. Belle\re it or not, ltte upper
rtgh{ hErd longeron le apllced betneen Btatlons flve and elx (p11ot ts cockplt ) tn-
st€e.A of sllr and aevelr.as lt 1a supposed to be; ThiE partlqrlar BpIlcE aree has ad$ In it llke a euayback horae, bui ye lore lt!

It rae slnoot with a'dleep 6e[rs-e of !EB"€t that rre dlsasssiDled ihe fuselage at
the epllce ir,olnto to beglir rcstoration. Ife started the Job of replaclng a$ ttre
rlood. and harilrare necessaty and hoped to have th6 fuselage rebuttl by eirly fa1l,
1958, lbi€nde are helping on the reflnlshing of the maller pl.Eces, so ne- expeci
tlrls $tll bb done by year €nd. Doc nor has conotnrcted a nen 21 - 28 foot ror*shop
rhl€h n!u! glve uS.ahp1e r6m for oirr pioJee!.
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Doo and I are not ln a pos!.tlon to supprrt hro afialane proJects, so re dl.s-
poeed of our original hsrdnare packag€ (fron Ganary) to llr. Rudy ltasulca of Wilmlng-
ton. lte ls the proud nen possessor of the harthrere rlth nhLch we etarted the or1-
glnal proJect and hae slnce lnpJ.eroented hie drn search ntth addltlonal parts. Ife
nere aseLsted by many frlends ln our Ersuance of the JilU pa*s. Eaclr cre of these
has a very active lnterr:st in historl.cal aeronautLca and ls hlnself looklng for cer-
talrt att?Lane pieces or lnforntatloa Leadlng to thsn. If any reader can heLp them,
please notlfy us, and they will recelve the lnformatlon. Ernie Freeman needs Jenny
control pleces (rudder bar castings, etc.) and Tornry-Moroe wings and oripennage.
(Ernle recovered and rebullt an entire SlrC fueelage three years ago.) Bob Lanberb
ls looklng for lleath Parasol pJ.eces fo:r restoiatLon. l{ert Kelley needs orlglnal
df,altingg of pre-1911r aircraft, par.btcularly the Blerlot, for reference. Rudy ilazuka
Ls also looklng for Tcunry-Morse rrings and snp€nnage. Also; lnsofar as our etrLp io
concerned, ne have the necessary dranings and sample parts for bulldlng a cornplete
sta.ndard JNL!, but lt would be our preference to use orlglnal r'dng prfuirary struc-
ture if available. We would apprecJ.ate lnformation concerning location of lntact
wiags if anyone knows of anfl?1

You wllL notice that, wtthln the grolp of nen 1i6ted, there are three lorory-
Morse fuselages. ThoEe of you interested ln thls partlcular ship r0ay be surprised
to lcrow that there are 80 Horoeporer rotalieo avallsbLe for each. 110 horeepoler
rotarles are stlll needed for the varlously contemplated Fokker Trlplane proJects
rle lctou of. If you readers hirorr of an1r, re $ou1d appreclate your inforrnatlon.
Ne€dleas to say, after the wonderful. eJtperience of locating the ,Ienny, fle now have
been bitten so badly by the bu€t that re tve folLoted up two more leade - one to
pur?ortsdLy another Jenny, the other to sone SE-5 wings. Nelther matured, but rae
dld get a Jenny tachoneter and located a 5-syllnder Velie, whlch re hope to acguire,
-- atrd so the search contlaues.

In closing, Doc and I learned, in the year and a half that re have been foalow-
ing this fascinating hobby, the3e importaht polnts:

1. IEEP SEABC!.$G - As Pete Bowers said, there 1s undoubtedly
G;ffi'ffi be urcovered as hae aiready.turned up.

2. Dg{lC_U{q! - Fo11or up all leeds Lmredlatdly, no natter hor
Gffisoune, One hJ.t ls worth elL the nisses.

3. DOII rT TllR6{ A$flHnm A}ilff- We are contiarrally d[azed at the
@h the use of nodern raaterlaLs and
processog. For exanple, $e pLcked up some Jenny parts fron
the rsoains of A:rigo BalbonL r.s Junkyard ln Oltario, Cal,if-
o:nia. These parte had been lying 1n a vacant fleld since
1935, and solre of thsi are conpletely usable by de-rusting
and replating.

' lhere le no rrcorner on the tnarketl for enJoylng the sane @cperl€nces. l{br
don tt you begln looldng too?

lDXI0R rS nOtE: Al Kleferra avlation lnterest dates fro 19?? when he started rlth
an IdeaX, kit of the usplrlt of St; L,oul.arr. Af,Uo! nearly 2O ye:irs of actlvtty, l?
of than rlth lfortbrop Alrcraft, hls part-tlne restotrlng prroJesb rith Doc Hood 1s
about to fulf{Ll hls &bltloD to fly e JenDy. Doc Horid, al.go of l{orthrop, began
bufldtur8 nodela at flve, md after learnJlg to fly the J$ny, plens to bui].d d firll-
scale FoldcEr D-VII.


