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cdlpu€d by

Oerald Il. Balzer

(1) The Vultee XP-5lr prototyps f,lrst fl6r fn 19b3. Power was erpplled by th€ €o.p€r-
tndtal Iycodng flEh?o-l engine of 2300 h.p. Unusual features ol ttre U"ne were ttre
predcrdnate use of negnesirrir and an elerator seet whl.ch lorered through the botto
of the necelle. T'wo lrototypes (AAl' serial, nunbere U-1210/U) rere cdlstnrcted.

(2) ttre Gnblsg XP-55 (C\utiss llodel P-2t9C) ftrst flter July 13, l9lr3. PorEr war
aqplted by an Allleon V-l?3:O-!! engine of I2?5 ll.P. produclng a top speed of appror-
l$at€l$ 39o rn.p.h. Forr prototypee (AAF serial Nunbera L2-?88L548) rere cogtructed.

(3) The Norbhrop XP-96 (Modei. N-2) flrst fler,r Septeniber 6, 19113. Pcnrer wes eupplted
by tbe P & lI 8-2800 englre of 2r00O h.p. whLctr provided an estLnated top spe€d of L65n.p.h. The XP-56 featured al1..nelded nragneelun constructl.qr end El,€rons 3o cornDotr-
place on eodern d€1te al!c:|efb. Tno prototyp€s (AAF s€rlal U-?85 and L2-38353) rer€
ccngt't$st€d.

(lr) lhe loc&hEed XP-58 raE slrnllar to the P-38 5rr conflgr:ratlon. Poner was suppll.ed
by tro Allloon V-3L20-11 englJres ot 26Cn h.p. eacb rhlch prorlded 5 top speed of ap-
proclmately h2O n.p.U. &re protofiTpe (AAF gerlel hunber 111-2670 ) was butlt.
(5) fne Northrop xP-618 was a rer'rorked P-61C (inF serlal nuaber lg-3C5lt9) rnodifled
to a two place, lolg rarge, escort fi€htar. The XP-611 r6tein6d the Btsnalatd P61
2O rm gur l.rrstslJ abiolr 1n addltlon to four .50 calibre guns in the nos6. The pro-
greoe of the nar r..rsised long rarge fighter requir€breritB and the XP-613 sas gubse-
quently nodtfled lnto the XF-15.

(6) fne XP-?5-otl {Eagletr Flghter ras developed fn 1*A and florn fn 191$. The de-
algn of these airplanes (two prototypes ) f,eatured the utillza+,ion of exlstlng eir-
frane ccmpor,ente; P-LO out6r $ing panels, A-2lr eropennage and FirU landing Sear aosdl-
blles. fho ai"rpiane was porered by the Alllson V-3/uP.0-19 englne of 2600 lI.P.

(?) fle BetL XP-?? rae d€veloped ln 1tL3 a6 a llght reight S.nterceptor utl1lztng
rherever poeslb].e noD$trategl.c rnaterlals. Porer raE eupplied by e Benger F.v-7?0-?
i.g:ir..e of 5ZO tt.p. rh5.ch gave a top epeed of approdnetely 33O n,p.h. fvo protc/tylr€s
(IF.AF aertal nrrabers l+3-31+9L5/L6) rere congtructed.

(8) fne firot (and otr]'y) fllght of, the XP-798 ras on Sept€mb et ]:2, f9l,t5.,..Poren ras
suplted W two Ueetinghouse 19-B onglnee rhloh provlded an €Btlnatsd top sps€d of
5lf n.p.tr. The XP-?9B incorporated a nrnber of !ov61 f,eetures such ea proe pllot,
aLI nagnestrn constructid and aLr to air rqmlng capablll,tlee in add.ltlon to four
.50 cal. grna.

'AF €n arld colleotor of a!?trane photoa, o€tBy B&laofr83 astEd to cmilrllle a
tI{$ photo pate rrlt}r capt!.oa e. baeed upo tlte subnlttala 6f teadert- and hlg olnr rride
!oleo,tl@. uembera st€ ,jnttt€d to lsnd ltr tlielt,irrn itat6 aad lbtercetln, g plr fot
pubucetldi. l{r.. BaLser is an aerdiautl,dal englneerr' fomqrly in IXSAF Westetil t'rel4-
tng,,Cmaad, olrrentry la gattbrlng ei.roodf,t o6p€r-trf'hlafor{.ee, partiolrr\y looe1
Gall.fornte flmg.


