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Irr the late 1920tg the great designer, John K. Northrop, lald out the flrst lock-
bced |tsLriustr nonopl.anel their flr6t lor-wlng nonoplane, and clalmed to be theLr.Lar-
gest venture to date. (The lougheed Bros. had rnade larger, lJ not heavler, biplenee
at e.nuch eadier date. ) It was the flrst offte nem concept of lor..rlng rnonoplanee of
greatltrr gtreanlined shape, and lras intended for Slr Ifubert tflLkine, to b€ ussd on oa€
of hls €E pl.oration trtps. Apparently blE firnds ran out before the plane could be Oom-
pl,eted and the parllally fitished fuselage ras placed in storage for a tirne.

Et. Itrarold Brcorley, of Tacme, washlagton, bought the alr?|l€ne for a trans-Pacl-
flc fllght frm Tacona to ilapar. Thls vrouLd be i hop of about lrr@0 ralles, and sme
chsnges lrer€ requtred to prorlde for thls fueht. As lt turned out, there were uItl-
netsly two rlSlrlustr nonoplanes nade for Lt. Brornley, both naned the trClty of Taccma[,
f,or hlg hcrae oLty, both of whlch canre to wrhappy endings.

Tbe f,lrst ilClty of Tacdlart ms glven nrnber NR-856[ and nas tested on &ly 6,
1929. thla ie the corled ellp1ene with ].ong trlangdar flnr' not unlike the.fln of
the orlglnal tTega lrt, shorm lrr the umer photogreph oppoolte.. Inside thq cow1 was
I hatt & t{hltney rlaeptt o3 lr20 H.P., wlth a two-bleded propeller and sna1l noee
sptuur€r. The epan ras lr8 fb., 5 ln. The gas tanks held about B9O gallons of fueL,
oougb for B@re b0 houre of fltlght, and Lt. Bronley calculated thlar ehould take hifi
as'mrch ae 1r00O ntles beyond Tolcyo, his obJective. A flve-watt redio 6et of about
?0O nll.es range was aanled. A top speed of 185 mllee perhour was expected. Var-
Lous maIl nodlfl,cations nere rnade, lncludlng a--nass-cormtsrbalanced.ndder et fl.rEt
(roundett off at top as eeen in photo nrnber 2, tak€n on the dry lak€ at Muroo), and
ohaage of talL ekid to tail rheel.

the rudder nas agaln changed, the new oD€ havirg a nearly stralght llne along
the top. ttrarold Brorley fleir the t?City of Tacotart to tacona in July. Duri.ag one of
the take-offe there, tt. Brmley loet controL of the plane. Wtth firel spraying. ir
lds fac€ (epa,ren*,ly aurging through the vent plp€s ) he ground looped ard the fus'6-
lage wae baclly ilanaged, l{ote the breek ln the arror along the fuselege in the thtfrl
pttoto. Alao the rLngs gere the appEerance of danage, 60 all bstnmenta, hs!&fare
and engine lr6re removed, and the iesnains of the plan€ ttere burnt on the spot on 2l
&Ay, 1929.

Innedlately the trcity of Tao@arr nunb€r 2 was bullt. thls tltne a ekid ras built
elong the bottsn of tlte f,usslage snd the landing gear raa raade droppabl.e agafui. A
oourt€rbalanc€d (ocerhung) ruddor rag inetslled. ltro fu1l vLelts of thie plane are
rhom opporlte. The cor]-lng was not trctaL]'ed at the tlne as t€8t fltghts uere in-
toded before bstalletion. Part of tjle deslgn and flight creir ere ghora in the lefb
&ont vterv photoi ldrs of t'hese men hev€ been id€Dtifled.

fhc frrel plct'ure of the n01ty of laccmatr shorre lt upsLde dotm off t'he west end
of the nn:rry at Loctclreed Atr. Tdmtnal. , The test pl1ot was fierrb Falry, rho qea neldtrg
a 1or. l€vsl lrr8s for groudd obrcrr€rB. lhe fin 8nd luddor broke erey srrd fshy
qlssh€d 8nd tu:n€d rer, but he eecepad trlth hls Ilfe. No furt'her effort"sas oedc
to fly lt.
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