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Aftsr th€ llberatlon of France fron Oernan forces.in 19lrlr, the french Milltary
Command began to think of the posslbillty of Jotning lts Alr Force to those of lts
AlLles operatlng agahEt the Japanese ln the Far East. Such partlcipition becarne lec-
essat:r s,f,ber the Japanese blolr ln Indo-Chlna in ltarch.of l,9lr5. It wae thelr dectded to
s€nd an expedltlonary Alr Force to operate in the Buma-Indo,Clrlna fheatrE. ThLs
fotcE wee to coaprise seteral tlMosqultoD equadrone, plue logisticel Bupporbing air-
craft.

The proJ€ct wes annLhLlated by the qul.ck colLapse of the ilapanese in that area,
but a equadron of Ftench planeo had been formed ln Indla, a,nd, equipped !,rith C-lr7t'Da-
kotarr transportE, lt ras' the flrst unit to be sent lnto lado-China. The eituetLon lras
very confusedi before the JaFanese evacuation they had glven aLd to ell netiottlllet
movendlts appgaring, thenks to the long absence of the Fr€nch. Attenpts to regain cofi-
trol of Indo-Chlae terrltory lrgs r€ndered difflcult by the nationallEt novqnents and
by the Chlneee occupatlon of nor{hern prorlnces. The nost lnportsnt nationelist nove-
nent, the nor fanouE Vlet Mi"rth, had begrm to o"ganiz€ a totally n6r, lndepenalent state,
lts forc€s amed wlth Japanese and Chlnese lreepons..

TroubleE tneeltably occulred, End nanlr lncldents erose betneen the disembarking
!'rench forces end the Vtet Minh during 19L6. The C-lr? squadron rendered eEromoue ser-
v!.cee durllg this petiod, though lt was reinforced very slody ltith Ed|rE obeErnzation
planee and enother squadron rith JU-52 tg. Suddenly in December, 19L6, th€ Vtet lllrth
atose and slmultaneouely attacked lbendr soldLers and clviliens in all. places. A1-
though th€ night nassacre whLch res attstrpted illd not deotrof all the Franch people as
they hed hoped, the VLet Mtnh f,orces provoked a war r,rhlch wae to lest s€vea and onE-
balf years I

The confLlct' began as ao ntansr other incldents hed been started between France and
her colont ee, $ith vety lllnited serial aupport. Dur{.ng the following reeks nunerous
stnall unlts or hastily atm€d Fr€nch clvl1lans, begelged by guerLllas, could only be
$ppued by CJrTrs q1 .1q-l2 ts bef,ore freeing by army colunns. ['ew planes were then
constdeied necessarlr. Fron 19b? t'o L95o a s1oftr lncreasl:tg lunbEr of alrcraft, never
lnportant tn total quentity, supported ferocious but linlted JungLe f,ightE. Oomunl-
catlon diffisultles in thls count'ry, elther nountajnoue or narelqr, nade air transport
vltal. Durtng 19L9 there rere three cargo sguadrons, fiio equipped wlth AACI rs (Frenclt
bull.t Ju-12 ts ) and one lrittr llDakota tsrt, and sua1l nu0tberE of nultl-put?ose NC701rs
(French butrt Slebels 20lr). Also t*ro fighter-bomber squadrons rere eguLpoed rith
rEpltfires tr. .Llaison, arti-Ll€ry apottiag; 8nd casuelty e\tecuetion rere Jobs for a
fan Su$eon l-5tg and'[torane SOOre (french-bui1t Fleseler Storch).

As snruggllng fle6 an lnpdrtant aflnan€nt and arnrauition supply gourcE for the Vlet
Ulnh, the French Ngval Air Serrlce becane vetT active. ft trled to colrt'rol coEst€"l
reteis wlth a llntfed nudber of Oonsolldated PBI!-A' n6"61fuatetr end Gnmnan JRF-
rQooa€s[. Fror tine to tlne, for lnportant op€rations, an elrorefb carler cane frm
t'rance to lsunch nSeafl.restt arid Dougle8. trDauntlesE 16rr agalnst Vlet !{lah bands.
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l{any sttrer.typeg. of aircrafb. r€r€ 8e€n fa, t'tre area frcnr f9b6 to 19lr9r but they
uere oeicrdary in lnportance in opefetlon6: a ttflosqultor squadiron lnado a Ehoft ep-
pearaIrce, gcme IteFubUE rEeabeel anptrtUtans rere used fot 11ei6on, ctviltan ftcm lfor-
aya rNorienott befped.supAy qnsl.} tcrna, or. a lone 60115 could be seen brlef,ly during
t'frfs ftrst stage of ttre dar.

Gt€ fact ls apparetrt at thls tlre - It. S. aircrafL bad a conparatively nJtror role
!l1 the early operations ageilst the Viet Mtih. Grly the tlDakotatr was lnportant 8nd
regular, but pilanes of this ty?e had been obtglnetl frcnr oreat Brltain and ltere prin-
ctpally'ueed Jrr strateglc llatsdr lind tlunsport. Dlrect troops zugply or paratroop
assault ras lEft to the obsolete but efficLent J|u.-52 (tlrere nere sme escc€plldr8. )
All othEf U. S. bultt types uere jr Lfuitl.kaf nunbers. Dullng the Jrear,s lth€n the French
Alr Eorce hEd P-lr?rs, ltii*Hrr S+5rs, P-63,e, Photo-trI^lghtn5ngstr and. tllthrstangErr forning
th6 bulk. of, l,ta ,hme- baeed, squa&oni, none of t'hese efflcient cmbai t'!4tes $ere sent
to the Far Esot.

Itro possibte €nplanatlons nay be glven 3 The French C.onrrand and Goverrment' nere
deslrous ot f:Ittlttng- tte scale of the war and attempted to legein the friendship of
tle Lrdo.Chlqa populaU.olr. l{asEive alr ettacks rouId have colrt}adicted such 9o}1!S'r
ad the rirratiabie- nonJ. S. aircf,eft semed sufficien! thg. Gonnand was- ge$tnlV .
hostl1e to ttre use of sucb $ar neens a6 napeLn bonibe (or flsrde thloners for t4fenttT)
alld *anted dtly plnpolnt bcmbiag usedi no oalpet bcnnbtJlg of clvlllan ereas for bmatre
f€a80[8.

aleo, an alternatlve, lnternatiomal oplnion flas dlvidsd age5llst thls rar, consr-
dered gen6ral.ly as e coloitat war. tbe nrost of ttre nat'Lons had not reallzed the ln-
por.tan; of frio-CUna rfor Cdmuddt penetr.etldr. South East Asia and Viet Milrh was

ieUe'v"q to be noro retfonel.isiic than ccrrn'nlstic. This was thoqht to appry. partl-
orlerfy weIL to the htted SteteF. Iberefore French pol.icy uas lrrbaps to avold
shocld.ng U. S. prtblta opbion by the use of U. S. bullt $eapoos '

Dtdng 19U9 thE sl.tuetion d€t€rioreted rapldly ae j'Iao T5e Trmgts forces ruehed
rapfary tofiarl Soutlsrn Chln& and t'he 1ndo-Chlnese border. CorntuniEt victory in
cuiaa i,earit, that suppliei- *ura t" tuntnea directly fion ChineEe fectot{es to th€
IIet ltinh;whietr ms ttro-cii;.Uttg-16-it* a:.""sbi;n less and less. S:nce I$5, I'o-
ca1 Chiirese authorl.ti€E UA ttu". .id tU.t. 8o1d qu8ntities of anErnent 

- 
to the Viet

ltbli, ln sptt€ of Frencrr- frotier Poats. After _19L9 the.lM couL-d. recelve eny qrtartl-
tleo'thEy itosired aaa openfy serrt, ih"it _t"oop" for training in ohiaese- canpB, Such

rcfp perirftteO eulcir ,ttED6d,ltation of Wt forces end their best gueriLla'unlts t'er€
b;6d"g;Ji,".d*pe"a Gi,1;:r.e5rent€, possesstng anti-atrcrif,r light betteries
erd fleld srttlleqy..

The Frenctr cffdand suddenly discovered hon the o1d style operstion had glven way

to a tarre I|'aA. French trsoops rLre hastlly withdr:eWn fron the Chil-ese border, J.eavlng

Ut" nry op"tt ior nore C,:mrcr:rriEt supp3.y.-_ fhe f-ifs! U. S. built omttat.types 
".PuT,t

rrhan a c&prete French Alr Force P-63! tttr-rIrgcotrart sq'radion l'ias 3€nt- there. rt flaB

too late, irna tnrs 8tt'4ng sdditj.on dld aot perrort trre oth€r fe$ obsolete planes to
p;;a iht Ceo Bard Ergic disaster. l{o:e lorerfuL lteepons nete aecessary than tircd
nSpLtfircatr aad old J1-52Is.

AF the. fictrro84 Ser,began soe 
-nonthe 

13ter,. tba Ul S. gwerraeot-no.loger hesl-
tat€d to,nEtalsb oecesa"5! alrcrafL. To strengtben the P-63te, Itrellcetstr rere 3up-

ifiia iirrntrg i,tr" 1"."t haii of 1960 and helped to breek.the first big Viet l{tnh offan'
ifi"".--fifro itt ct"'""o" la6cb€d by n€lt Btyle, heavily amed Cwa6lst dl'ilsloog,
;;-;;"4;i";-;;',b-g f*"e iolsuiplenent- ot6ee-swport.t'v 114!:t*19?f .1":ff
Asa"silry. IbWl"" 8-268 anit G sllivaders tr being dellvered 1,mletgetely P€IEltt€d ''re
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establlstotetrt of bonber squadrons and transport rnlts rere slrnuLtaneously reiJrforced
by changtng thelr Ju-tZ|6 f6t'tDokotastt.. -

4s ttre 0hlnese threat appeared progressively nore dangeroue (andgtyfuody oorld
fear a dlreat lrttenrention as ln the case of Korea) rtsearcatatr alryeared durtng 195I.h the early rnsrths of L#2 l"h€re lrere ll! French Tndo-China:

2! aquattrona of nBearcete r
I souedron of nHellcststr
2$ e{uaarona of 8-26 r lavaders tr

2f squadrons of rlDakotastr

* squadru of AAG[ts (Ju-52)
lh19 g€oeral ren€rltal of aircrrEft lefb but sma11 nrr,rbers of Ju-!2ts and Sl€b€l 20lrts,
and the artiueqf spotthg force of Morane 5OOts ag noo-U. S. bu1lt craft ln ttre Afir
Force. At the sane time AeronavaLe (French Naval Air) had l€ft lts r?Catalfuasrr for
Ptsbl-Z shlvateersrt aB well as r€-equipptng the carrl€r borne fIotil1as rtt'h Curtleg
SB2C-lr ttllelldivern and F6F nttrellcats tr.

IhiB force had a nsJor role durlng a1l battles frm 1951 to 195L. Cloee coopera-
tlon wlth oounter-attacHng combat teams petmLtted ylctory of the Vlnh len (lhy 1951).
Nghta Io ln Ootober 1951 was a trlurph of t'he French Air !'orce ! €lrclrcl€d gatrrisoag
ltore air supplled by nDakotas tr, and later €rtrlcated by paratroops laurch€d fror i'heee
sane planes. The fighter-bombers gave clo6e support and destroIred targets ptnpotnt€d
by the slow-flying Morane 500tg.

Na San (Noverib et L952) and louang Rabong (October, 1fi3) denonetrated hor a suf-
flclent nunb€r of cargo planes ras EbL€ to suppl.y French ground forces nore effectlve-
Iy than thousands of coolles could do for the Vlet Minh. Bcmbers, dlve-bonbers and
f,lghters could ccmpensate for nunerl.cal superiority of an atteclclng force to p€nnit
destroylng asEault waves; sfnultaneously they coul"d harrass the enem;r te walklng 1o-
gistlcs 11n€.

These battLes 
"equired 

great nlr|rbers of airclaft. fhe setbacks st Moe Blnh lr
Decenber 1951 and agaln at Nghia Io in 0ctober !952 ware prorroked by lack of porerand
range of ava118b1e alrcraft. These fallures appealed for new planes; nore nBearcatorl
to replace the rrHellcatsrr and to ofganize nelc squadtons, nore rrlnvadorsrr, and new
G-I!9 nPackets[. At the ve]:r last stage of the war It0orEairsn were io appeer, but
they cane too late during the Dletl Bi€n Phu battle of llarch to !{ay 195b. ?his dEci-
olve flght nas lost Jri spl.te of gallant actions. Desperat€Iy planes of all ttrryes at'-
tempted to stop the eseaults, to annihllate srmy artl1lery and raorters r ord to eup-
ply tbe trapped garrison. ThElr nunbers were insufficl.ent, and tlre Dien Eten Phu
defeat wae qufddy follored by the end of the war.

The Frcnch Srpeditidu4f AJr Forco hed th@ attelned lto p€ak and about 90d of,
ttE alrcraft were of U. S. conEt'nrctlon or deslgn.

squadrons of rlBearcatstr

sgrradron of ilCorsairsrr
equadrons of B-25 frhvaderstl
sguadron of [Dakotasrr

s{uadron of C-119ts ,and * of AACltZ (Ju-52)

Obher alrcrefo tncluded NorEtlas Catgo6, nlrr|lerouq uorane JoOts, eone Cesela ttBl.rd

Dogso and the ranalning st€bel 2o!ts; ittller 360, Westl.and butlt Sikor8ki, S-51rs
and S-Jlts rere the halloopter force, uled eince 1951 for oeacuatlotr rork.
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Affer th€ Oenerra A.rmistlce these French sqlradrong lefb the FEr Eaet progreesively.
the neJorlty of the p3.aneo were eltirer r€tumed to u. s. bases or transferred to the 

-

nelrly created state, soutlr viet l{am (not _viet Mtnh). The Laet of the.Frcnch rourdelg
dJ.sappeared frm Irndo-Chlna skies 1n L955,

IYPES OF AIR6BA T USM IN TFIE INDO.CHINA WAN

L.-s:.-Psqlggg
Ftghter-bombers Be1l P-63C ttKlngcobratt

0'bher

Superznarine r!$pltfire tt

Mks. VfI, VIfI, U[, XVI
Superrnarine tBeafirerr III

Nc70L (Siebel 2ob)
Morane 5OO

a^e'cl (Ju-52 )

DeHavilLand CanadartBeavertr
Brlstol 1?0 rrFreightertr

So 30P ttBretagnerr
Se 2010 rrArtnagnacrt

Aichi uJakefl
Mitsubishi trDiJrahrr

Id.ore et Olivier 601115

Transport

Ctvtltan Aireraft used Nordrryn ilNorsemantr

for mtlltary transp. Beechcraft LB

Smetirnes reqrrlsitioned Douglas DCb

MLscellaneous

'Gnrmman F6F-5 ttHellcatrr
Grumman F8F-1 flBearcatft
Vought Fl+U-5 n0orsairrl

Douglas SBD-lr rtDauntlesstt
Cur*biss SBZC-h trHelldivertt

Republic rfseabeerr

Cessna L-19 ilBlrd Dogtt

Douglas C-b|B trDalcotarr

Htller 360
Westland-Slkorski S,51
Westland-Slkorski S.55

Falrchlld C-119 ttPackettt Nord 25A]- NoratLas

Dlve Bombers

Bornbers

NryaL PatroL

HeI!.copters

Douglas 8-268 and C |ttlvaderrf DeHavillandtfMosquitott VI

Consolldated Itsy-SA tt0atalinart
Onnrnan JRF-I trGooserr

Fhoto Recconnatssance Douglas nB-26C trInvadertt NC?OL (Siebel 20L)
Grrnman F8F-L adaptation

0bsenratlon/ltaison Stinson L-5 ttsentinelrt
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ttgtEs .cN TIIE rRrilqlpA& xtpEs 0t u. s. BUIIT alnca,aEt

Oeneratr rulee foa l{addneg

AlL prrner uere left iJr thelr orlgtnal 6ch€m6, parntea:or nori-palnted. Freich
Natlonal rlalgnlaa, ttre atandanl 81ua, tlhlte, B6d f,b{nrdels had a thtn yellor llne our-Ml9tg: Tail st1'lpes rere palntcd over the enu.re rrrdder area or pliced lnto e*nall trlanglo ln th€ ntddle of the ftn.

..uoc!-of tle squaibrcrrs pebtsd thel.r ci.n.L[r{gnta! on their alrcrrft, .generelly
on the sldeE of the noge for nultl-ertglned planea, or the sldec of the eigfirre corfingfor others. Soe-eqrradrona using sltnllarl]r pelntia ptanea of tha Barre tJpe used
brl ght color paxDted noae, or brtgrlt pajntl{ cj.rcleo- euryoundlng lndiddir narklng
letterg as a nearur of recognlzlng alrcrafu of each rmlt. rhe lndlvt&rar nrmbera d
oc-U. S. planes were ret8ln€d but ttrcse rerc cm€tlnes naaked by the nrdder trl.color
strlpes .

PguFks C,-+l? :De,kotajt

- All rrlbkotasrt, rdth perhape ore e*cepu,on, $ere C-lr?B ls. lhey sere uged for all
ldntle of nlsalone; long-range France to Indo-Ohlna trlps, oargo transports, paraclute
8!qp1y, end palattoqp ettacks. They hed t'he princlpal responsiblllty for ihe supply
of blg forbIf,led but Xgolated positioaa 1lke Na-San, Xleng (horung, or Di6!r Blsptrir
camp8. In uany cases thEy landed rnder flre fron ene!ry sutordatlc arms. Theae flanearere eLtlror palnted khakl rith llght blue rnder surfaced, or bare netal flnlsh. To
dlffereritlete the pilanea of varlous equadmna. each tmlt patnted th€ !os6 with a dlf-
f,er€art color and put sn individlEl letter orer a cl.rcl.e of the eane nose colot.

DouCles B-!S n1p66o'n

Ba6lo !y?e! rrbre th6 8-268 (strafer), B,-2&, (teader) and the RB-26C (photo)r ttcn-
wet, the Frstch Alr Forcc had recelred, by the cnd of the raf, so nary dlfferent
pilanes t.lut no etttct rule could &ftne than. It wae Uur posslble to eee 8-26Prsrtth E-26C rlrg!, and to add confirsl.on, nanlr n€r€ nodlfled io becone le4dere' but'w!.th
rolnfo"ced amsst for strafing use. Tbc nlnreders rr rere ua€d for nangr'types of off
sroive actl(us 3 hoilzontal and g1lde bombtng etraflng, lor-lwel tactlcal armed re-
ccual!8rnca, ctrbteglc photo reconnalaaance, etc. Their versetlllty gave then the
dlgtlnotlcr of, bccorlng the nost h8t€d W the Vlet Minh troopr and coolies. Thelr
raage pemltted thcm to carry out nigslors oe.r seery part of Vtet Mlnh controllled
t€rlto4f.

Uost of thc B-26t6 rere barE netal flltsh (ellver colored) and only RB-26rs eld -.scote late-colru B-26Bta rere painted black. Part of them retaiaed thelr U. S. f+Slt
vlaraL and bugs nulberg. French stripg€ t er€ akays painted qr the rqrdder. ''Ae on'
tlre oDekotear and for the sane roason!, eech. aquadron adopted the iadlvldual lettEr
palnted on oolorcd clrales to eeoid unlt cofuslon.

lr1 of tlress rera P-63Ctg tutnod o{r€r to the Frenreh Alr Force at the end of UWfI.
tbcy ncre el$adf tir€d, and could not glvs a very good acoomt of tlreaaaXrzae. They
r6fit t'lnrr qlrfokly Bups'edd W 0Eetrlcatstt dfr,ectly dellvered by tb€ U. g. arl i-63r8
rerc ba^re nsbrl tlnlrh, rlth t'he aqua&rca tnrlgple on the ptlot rs door. Trdcolor
ltsip€! nolo plaoed cithor I t'hc ruddcr or sosllsrr {ttsrur t'he fln, ald each plane
tetein d lt! U. S. auber o tbe ftD.
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Grrmman F6F rrHelleattt

F6F tq used tn lrrdo-Ohjna nere the -! varlant, and while the Flench Air Force
planee ugod trto.20 UU. guns and four 5O cal. gun$.es amanent, the Aeronavel€. carrLer
baeed trHellcatstr use s!.:r 5O cat. guns. fhe rBearcattt ultinrately replaced lt in the
FIF but Naval trorce planes rere- present up to and.includ54g the let Dien Bl.en Phl
battle. A1l planes retained the U. S. $arry dark blue finioh; FAF squa{rone painted
thetr tnsignla upor the.sldes of the englne cor3..

Orurnren FBF tr8earcattr

The nsJortty of these had four 20 DIM cannqr as armament and were el.ther F8F-1 or
F&'-13. lhe6r prov€d to bd a. formldable weapon for glound atteck use and carried aLso
e:rtra drop.fuel tanks, napaln bombs .or rockets. rlSearcatstr took part in all of the
furportant battles fron llghla to Dien.Bien,Phu, and those based ins{de ihb great forb-
5.fied carapo like Na-Saa end Dien Bien Phu geve very close lnfantry support, scmetimes
Less than ? niles frqir ttrcir takeoff strip.. A nmber of then had specleL belLy pods
rl,th camerae and were used.for photo-reconnaLssance.

Al1 irBeercetEr retained their U. S. NavT rnl&rlght tilue cibr, squadron lnsignia
trer€ palnted on the sides of the engine cor1, and French strlpes were indiff,erently
painted on the fin or rudder. Also edtre squadrons placed coJ,or clrcles on the fln.

@"
Aeruravale u8ed a nunber of these on t*o carrLers operetirg alodry the Inclo-Chlna

coast. Ehey proved useful tn giving continuous u[brella alr suppol"t ov€r nountafuroug
areea far frm t'he French Air Force ba6es. Aloo" they took part ln tbe battle for
Dlen Blen Phu, belng then based at the FAF airflelds. These rere all painted ln
thel.r orlgirral nldnight blue aad had flotllla nunbers on the side.of the fuselege at
the.rear, and if, a flotlt].a Snsignia r0as Essigned, this waa painted at the top of the
fh.
Ca6s otldet€d PB,Y;5? ltcetal+art

For coastaL patrol, Aeronavsle used only the Ir0atal.inatt and then not es a flylng
boat|but as a land-based patrol plane. Sonetfures tbese took *irect action as bcmb-
ers ageinst Viet l[lnh forceg and sone planes wer€ Enen eeen flylng Io$tr thefr br.e$s.
flring nschhe guns frcm the naist ports. A}]. those used lrere pai.nted entirely white
and had floti.l1a lnsigrrla on the sides of the fomard fuselsge and a floiilla rttltfier
or the sldes of the rear fuselage. tr'rench stripes always on rirdder.

Gnmnan JRF trGoogerr

Aeronarvale used these ]lke theJr rere light, Ehort-range rtostaflnasrl, armed wlth
mal1 bo;bs: and nachine guns. AU. were U. S. Wivy .dark blue, in.col.or, *ittr the flo-
tl,lla nmber m' the rear of th6 fuselago and tlencb nrdder €trlpes.

Consolldated Ptshg-z nhivateerrl

TorErrd the end'of thE r.ar'the Aerdtavale put.8me of these: Ln place of . the tired
trGatellnag tr and used them aB lcrg range sea.patrol craftr.aad pattly for.bombing far
lnslde eneqr held territory. Then they speclallzed ln night attacks durtng the bat-
tLes for l{a-San anrl Dlen Bi€$ Phu. AII rere dark blue rith the usual flotllla arm-
bere o ttre sldes of the rear firselage, the flotilla lnsignia at, fomard firselage and
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Sellcopters

The Sluer 360, Sil(orskt S. 51 and s. 55 EBfisopters beces fuieose farorl.tee
rd{*t theif cr€ns, end $fth the rest of, .t'he Alr Force si,ace tlrey obtabed gr€et us€. es
Evacuatlon nedr6 t6 !1411 as reacue.craft, plcklng up French pXlorts fron behind tlre
enoy llnes afber ballouts. The lllllers becan6 lo<rm as rbentllatorsrr. .AlL altoraft,
eren- those reis€d by Frblic subsc!"tption, rele pabted tclrald, accegt ttrEt after thc
Ar:rristlce sone S.55ts rere pafuted nhlt€ srd.erasuatCd casualtles frm Dt€o Elo Phu,
than rmder Vlet Uinh control.

Indeor to narkinga End inslgria dranlle

c+?E. A plane ured by bhe 2/(il trAnJoux Squadron. Khald srd light blue coLors,
deep EFnose and fln clrcte rlth vhlte trPo ldentlftcatlot letten- Yeltor IIE'AI' alr-
crafb nmbe!. Inatgnla: Ar:ns of Anjou Prcrvlnce.

P-63C. Used by 2/5 nl].:e de Francetr gquedron. t{aturel netal flnieh. Frsrch
roundd'jfifthout ueual yellor encircling lin€. lnslgnia st doorr Arrae of lLe.dE France
Provlnce.

!$J,. A ple$e of 2/9 t'Aw*gaett sguad:ron. Inslgnla: tro Joined lrffr aquadron
lnstgnlae tuEide yellolr ind blue b1ez6.

&46c. V25 tt'I\':latdr Sqr:adron u66d thLB ore. Natural nertal fj-.-rlsh cr elun'lntm
paintA;-Ideniification letter o fin over yellow clrcle. the yelJrh- band at.icp of
ifn ldenUfte lt as a itnren 

J eadcir, (used as lead plane tn low-lerel. bcm-ltngil no
IIfiAF plane uuaber. Insignta: Tro Joined HI{I Equedldr lnslgniae taslde yel}or aad
blue blagorrl

8-268. lrrother plane used W V25 Squadron, a teal htbrld' rlth 8'268 fusel'ager
B-26CEGinea rhgs. - 

AAI biac!, rlth r€d IrSAF pledc nunber. ilo in8igpla flh6o author
salr t'hl.s airplane.

F8B'-1. Ueed by 2,/8 Squedron. llhtte tdenttftcat{op-letter-wer ltght blue clrcle
m fl.ilinsigr.l.a: a irriatte trig pal:oted on the slde of engine corl.

SB?q-h. Uaeil by Nlnth Flottlla, Aoronarrale. IriaE?tdual idgrt:lftcatton ' nrnber -b,

no fl6ffiii bsignta, an anchor trei each nattdal narkLnS! rouodel and 3tt!.lper.

olnpadertr atnment varlatr.ons.

Thla ttrartng depicts e.nte of the B-26ts used by FlS.- These rere typlcal varJ.e-
tlore but there nere neqr othets. (Indac frot top to botton)

8-A68 ulth slrrgrn no€e, 6i:r 8rrns iD the r5ago and a dorsal tufrst_ ^oPl{r -
8-268, smo as.above, but rlttr Eight-gun uoser- each gun ptemattca\y. cocked'
B-260-yitn tro-grm noee, dorsal and aose t-urrets, but rithput rlng gu19 '
B-26C nodlJ|led by Frcrctr Air Force. It nas dellvered rith ftro r'ing gutr 8@-

dolas and tro- turrete. To use lt as a atrafer, frto nore rfng gul gottdolas
rere added and the be1ly turrot nae dsleted.

E-268 trybrld, rlilr 8-268 firsefsge (slx-gun lose and dorsal tqr-tet) and 8.26C
rrlngs rltlr two rlng gtl! gctdolas.
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8.26 IN INDO-CHINA t95r - r954

A-268 STRA FER

8-268 STRAFER "D, NOSE GUNS

B-26C LEADER

ts -2'r LEADER. DELETED VENTRAL
TURRETSTRAFER

B- B STRAFE 'c" WINGS
-INVADER, AR MAMENT VARIATIONS
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IIIDET TO PHOTOS

B_€@ - Thls flret photograph 6hons a standard stnafer, all natural netal flnl,eh q-
EifFttre blaok patnied elgtri-gun aoee. ThLg partlarLai' afupJ.ane retEined ita buzz
nrnber, 8C530. It was used W Vlg rt(Iascognerr Squadron.

fttbrld 8l268/C - Thls eecoiid alrcraf,b ls also presented in the amsme8l rrarlatlong
dtErdng, peinted al]- black, wLth red nrnbErs.

E -5 - A plarle ot +,lE 2/g rAuvergner Sguadron, lrIth 20 nsr. aad JO caL. grnra, fhl'a
partlcular plane does not eho'r ay unlt insLgqia.

p8F -1 - Ttro fighters ot lhe L/22 rrSaintougeo Squadror lrith mlt tnsLgnlb pslnted on
th6= eidee of tlle codllng Just beneath the plane ldentlficstlon \ettep. .Arnanent tllf-
fersi the fitlrt plane had 50 caL. glars, the other 20 rm. cannon.

?hoto F&'-1 - ThLs cannon-armed 0Bearcatrt had a special belly-pod pontetntng .,caneras.foEffiffi. rRo[ 8o Esc.

RB-26C - This plane was used W WB/26 ItAtnagnactr Squadron. As an all-st€ndrt'd rlr-
EEtAifRB-26c il wao conpletelyiblaelc, rath no sguaaron tnaLgnta. The rianb on the
noEb wae xAlIgOSrr, atid thlee other RB-26Cte of thle Squadron rere nqnred ttd rAIlTAOllAlrr,
npORTIIOg , .Al0 [ARAMtrSrr, after the farnous lhree llusketeers..

P43C - Thls photograph was taken before sending tbe 2/5 Squadrm to Indo-ChLna. S@e
llE-es einultineouela srroved the Frenctr Tricolor stripes on both fi"o .and r.udder. In
the Far East thrb standalrt wing and equadron markings (here 5T.A, or other letter) rere
lnpressEd and insignJ.ae geaerally added.

,, efrffn SnrnV (Con+.brred +r"rrtll Pqge r )

ddgh for N€n fork. Thls tLne there was no need to consenr€ firel. and'ht6 lndLcated
alrapeed rdach€d lr2O npfr near elttgburgh. In the cold near l{er tork the englrtee
cociiled t'oo rapidly during t'he letdoun and, as the throttlee rcre openned @ ffual, 8a
ogf.pa faltered and the XP-38 rolled into a baIl of Junk on the adJeoetrt ioilf cburse.
Iucklly it did not burn and Lt. trelsey cllnbed out.with ninor inJurlee. IIts flylng
tfne'rae ? hrg., 2 nias., breaking the record, though tlrofflctalIy.

So eclded the ofrly XP-38, but not Bo the hlstory of, a flghter ttrBe. lockheed con-
gtnictEd 92lr ecanples Ln Ut6 years that follorEd, rhl1e Conaolld4ied-Ir8tee nade
ancther I13 (P-38I-1-T1I). O'ur cdrf€r photo eho,rs the brr1llant, red ttliF&etr' florn by
ohLef cngdneerlng test pAtot lt[l].o Burchan. Actuauy a P-J8,1, arr{ the 500olh nught-
nln6n off the prdductlbn Iine, lt we€ ca116d a lP-38 to ccnrqernorate- the first pro-
ductlqr gerl,eE of 13 aird.anea.

ABCDI IIE Allfg0n - Iom bbtneeo hlg I.ove for eviatLdr artd for sp6ttb cars, Watrirn !t.
FGTeep F:Et"g busy rlth both. As a vetenn nriter and phdto'cdttrlbirtor {fith
Dary, teafa. of ocperlgrog ,ln the alrcraft tndusttT he ls cur|'feutJy €mploysd aa.S€old
&glneerlng Wrlter at iadlopilane. Eis or€dlte tncltrd€ 6 stJnt as cor€Eit6f '6f irAaro-

lantican, & Esoc. edltor for rryearrs PlctorlaL Hi6t lT of Elightn and dozena of
artd.c16. fiE fs 35 lrcara of age, narried, has bfo sute klds. Three years rere spant
t! tho IllA.eF, noet'ly ln th€ ATC Eltght Tegt Unlt.


