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The very fjrst of all the Sopw'Ith Cernels was roLled out of the Sopvith Factey
cn Decerrber 22,rC1 1916. Although lts immediate predecessor in the Soprrtth line of
flghtlng scouts uas tie Pup, sone of the feattres embodled ln the new deslgn went
back long before that. The-wlng layout fon inetance etenrned back to the Soprith Bat
Boat of pre W.W. I daysr

The aircraft was Boon rocognised as a potential klller and contracte nore plac-
ed wlth several flr:ns early in L9.?. As soon as they can fronn the productlon linos
these Carels were distrlbuted to tho Squadrons of both the R.F.C. and the R'N'A.S.'
Varled engines were used on the operatlonal Camels and before t'Lre end of the war
thoy wore equLpped rvith the folLotrlng pcner plantsr. ILO hrpr L€ Rhonel L30 h.p.
Clorget, f5O n.b. BentloyRotary B&.lrr md the I50 hopr Ghcrne Monosoupape.

As soon as the pllots had learned to take advantage of the lnherent character-
lstics of the Cane1p lt becamo a nuch feared alrcraft on tho Western front, and

later on tho ltalian front.

In its lifetime the Canel ras flom tn alrtrost, evcry concolveable ro1e, - gE

fJ.ghtero ground attack aircraft, night fighter, fighter bomber, seaborne scout and

also in speclal e:cperlmentse

Sone of the waspishness of the sircraft seemed to pass lnto the pilots, for
their are many instances of a mero handful of Canels wadlng lnto much larger forna-
tlons of Hrurs, and doparting unscathod. One instance springs readlly to mind.- On

November Ltttr-1918, slx Oane1s of 55 Squadron R.F.C, rnet up rrith a formatlon of over
l+O Huns, nu"" Ghenl. The Camels prorop{ty bounccd lnto the Circus and ohot 1! enemy

aircrafi out of the fight before low fuel and ammunitlon forced them to leave for
hcme. This epic ccrnbat is comnemorated even today in the badge of the squadronr
The design includes 15 swordsr one fon each v5.ctcryr

The orlginal Fr}. Camel was modified for uEe as a shipborne flghter and this
varlant was larown as the 2F.f . The prototlpe was tested in March 1.91.7: and had the
1J0 hrp. Clerget motcr lnstalledo Modificatlons from the standard F.1. ineluded a

detachable rear fuselage sectionl as an aid to stowing on board ship. The ,armament
was modified, and lnstJad of the twin Vlckers g:uns, tho 8'.1. had a slngle Vickers
morrnted on t6p of the cowling5 and a ralI-mounted Lewis gun on the top w'ingr lhu
Lewis lra6 swurlg dorn for reLoiaing and firing at targets above the aircraft. The

rail on which lt traveled came down through the urglazed window cut through the
center section 6nd not through the cut-oui in tho iralLi-ng edge, as on tho S'E. 5ts,

The 2FnI Canel was flown fror, smaI1 dccks butlt onto the forpeaks of warshi-ps,
and even from take off platfcrns constructed by laying plerrks across the gun barrels
of the main turrets. Llter they were floun frorn large rafts, towod behind destroyers.
The Cane] was positloned at the back end of the lighter, as these rafts were cal-Ied,
Ln a tail up pbsition. The destroyer steamed at high speed into wlnd and the Cecnol'rc
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e;itline ;.;: sr 1 ,tn a'1. Itil"l. re vs " i.t a. sj-gnai fl'om the pilot the aircraft was released
: r,11 i't;,,r rr',lt,r lrri-- ,, . r):O .ll'::f.Jt

?i:u Vurv irrsr, ..t,,ernpf uf this natl,.re; took place on the 30th of May 1918. The
p,ilif 

";a.s 
Col-nnr:I C', R. Sruison of thc R.l'l.AoS.o lhe Ca'n.;1. he used had becn fitted

r'..'.ih srliri;'; i,-'si,ead of the cr)rivtntional wheel undercartr and the skids'!;erc dcsigned
tc run ir: r,;ooCen firccv)s built for ancl aft on the deck of the lightcr. Sarnson rev-
:rnrl "':ie 'r!":ie"' 'lp ,?.rid llheti ':11- loeked stee.dy he gave the signal for releasen The
C:tne-l sur'gcd.forrard but j:r::rreCiately tJre skids jrrnped out of the grooves and the
J.vri;i topp.ued crrer lht bcw of the Hghter which rraturally overran the r^rrock. By
some m:lracle Sernson fotrght free of the entangling w:reckage and was quick3"y picked up.
He j-mnediately proposed that further tects should be car'ried out. liis spirit was
dcfinitoly a match for tho strength of his nanssake,

Col. Sarnson was an old-timer at the flying game even thenr Jls a Lloutcnant of
the Royal Nalyr he was a member of the first grorp of Narral offlcers to have offici-
e-1Iy sponsored flight tralningo He corrmcnced his cortrse on lst of llarch 19L1, f\ylng
Short blplenes at Eastchurch, and under the instruction of G, B. Cockbr:rn, ( a veter-
an flyer who held the Royal j,ero Club Arrlatorls Certificate Nunber 5r gainod at Mour-
melon on 26th april 1910) n Cockburn flew his tests on a Henry Farman, S,"mson was
.- .,^^.t ^,r*.i'l ^-,1d buv\r puprr ::r..r g&iDCd his Certificate on April 25+,h, 1911. He was the sevcnty-
first to pass the official tcsts. Pre W.W, I he made scveral spectacular flights
and held scveral records including tirc first deck take-ttff in Europc, when he; ffew a
Short scaplane from the foredeclc of H,luI.S. .frfrlca oa the 10th Januaty, !9l-2. At the
end of June 19il+, when the R.N.A.S. was formed, Samson was appointcd one of the six
Wing Commanders.

His near-fatal erploit with the Carnel resulted in the towi-ng platform being
modified. When the lighter was stationary, the deck was parallel to the waterr and
it was found that the tail end tended to drag down as soon as the tor,ring ship gained
speed. In effect this meant that the pilot had an uphil1 take off. The modified
lighter had a deck r,rhich sloped dor*n towards the bow and this gave a Ievel platform
rrnrilon * nrrvvw a

A second attenpt at taking off from this raft was put under waye and the pllot
chosen for the expcrinent wa,s Lt. S. D, Cu11ey. This time the Pup-sty1e sklds were
not uscd and thc Camel was fitted wlth a norrnal undercarriage unit. The test was
made close to land.r md was completely succcssful" Culley circlcd round and then
flew towards dry land a.nd mrde a norrnal touchdor^rnn

A few d.rys later he went to sea with his Carnel. mounted on a lighter tor'ied behlno
the destroyer tRedoubtr. For him it was to bc a memorable trlp. Ea.r1y on August
l1th, the ships were shadoued by four German scaplanes, and at B:30 a.m. the Zeppeli:t
L.53 appeared on the sceno. frnmediately things started to h4pen. The llghter sig-
rralled the destroyer to prepare to launch the aircraft, and Cul1oy quickly kitted
himself rea.dy for the flight. Quickly tlre rRedoubtt turned into wind and Cul1ey
sep.ted hirnself in the tiny cockpit of his aircraft. The englno was sta.rted and after
a quick check the pilot gavo the slgna.l to releasc the Camelr ?he cornbined cffect
of the shlpts speed and thc engine at ful-1 throttle the Ceonel carne unstuck in a few
fcet, and as soon as he was safcly airborne CuILey hcaded and slimbcd towards tho
groat sirship, which was still lurking in the rieini-ty, HaLf an hour later the Carnel
was at 1B,O0O foet but stllL about IrOOO feet below tho L.53. Ton minutcs after
this, at 9.1+1r the Carnc] we.s still 300 fect below and cor:-ld cHrnb no highcr. Care-
fu11y Culley jockeyed irrto position belor^r the airshlpo At this timc and heightr he
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couldntt afford to loso a singJe foot of altitude by coarse use of the controls end

a target lile this wrs norrnoAi.y only somethlng that Training School pupils dreemod

aboutl As his Canel was fittcd with twin Vlckers guns, he was unable to fire wlth-
out lif tlng the noee of his aircre.ft so gontly he drsw tho stlck bacll and hLs thtrnbs
deprcsscd Itte trips. Botl'r guns opened flrc, but one stoppad after a fow shotsr The

ot'her pouncd. a stieam of bultets lnto the skin of the Xoppelin and then tho Camel

fe11 e;r,7ay unable to rnalntain thc firlng positlon, Culloy glanced back, tho airehlp
was still cruising on, but suddenly a feather of flano shot from 1t and ln e- very
short time the whote 6reft was wreathed in flanos. Rapidly ths great torch fel'} to-
wards the sea arld whilo stlll nrany thousands of feet up lt broke lnto two parts
spiLLing tons of charred debrls into mld alrr

His rnlssion achievod beyond. his ntldest dfoans, Cullery not set to, and headcd
back torerds the shlpsr At first he sought ln vain, but finaL\y spotted then in thc
haay dlstence end dttched hLs Carne1 bosids the destroyer. Both he and the aircraft
rlor6 safely plcked up. The Ccrnrander of the Naval force, A&niral tyrwhlttr fLashed
a slgnal to all shipse referring them to a certaJ.n hyrnn in the Naval Hymnbook. As

tlro officers found the verse ln questionl lt prored to bo a weIL hlosn one.
tOh, Happy brnd of pilgrinst
Look upward to ttte sldoe,
Whore such a light affUctton
Shall nln you such a prlzo.|

The Sopwlth Camo1 in which Lt. CuILey scor^ed thle mcmorable victory ls stiII
prcserved ln tho Inpcrlal War Mwer.un, London, Eng)-and, The bervlce serial nunber is
N.6812. Tho engine installed, is the original L50 h.p. Bentley.

Qthcr lcrcrvrn Canolse sttll in ed.stance toda.y aro four in ntunbcr. Firstr and
best, ls thc Tallrnan Carno3,, rccently covered irr lTruet. Thcre is ono ln Canadar be-
longing to tho Nattonal Research Councl1. It has .a Cl-erget Rotary enginer and carr-
ies-thd ssrlal D.8155, from tho batch Dr81O1-D.8250 bull.t by Ruston Proctor of
Lincoln, England

A fine examplc is preserved ln the collection of ttre Royal- Aeronatical Societyt
at Weybridge, Surreyl gulLt by Bottton Faul lt is one of a batch of 200, and_ls
nranbeied. F:63L1+r It was bought fron Alrcraft Disposals in the earl-y 1020rs, less
onglnel e:rd, was actually fJ.orn wlth a hO-b5 h.p. Anzanl fcn some tlme. Its perfor-
mance on ttrls mlntature ls hard to funagine t Later it was towed to Wales behjad a

snall Flat car by a new obrner, but nothing more wao heard of lt, u!t{l lt turnod tp
in the hands of a Ur. D. C. Mison, at Hornchurch, Essex, in late 1935, A few months

Later lt was bought for the Nash Collectlone ard Mr. Uaifr ffttrd it with a J-hO h.p.
Clerget. The co}lecticn was bought en bloc by the R.Ae.S. ln 1953.

the Last lsronn survlvor of thls famous breed is hr:ng up in a very dusty Bolgf,an
Museunr It was bought a3.ong wlth other aircraftr by the Belglan Alr /rrm in the
closing stages of t[e wnr, Ind has been in tho mtrse-um sLnce ihe 192ors. It ls B.57b5s
buiLt f,y Cfayton and ShutiLewcnth and its present home ln the Palace du Clnqtdntln-
aire, at Brussels. The englne ls a 130 hepr Cl-ergeto

As nontionod ln ttre previous artlcle, the Camol was a holy torror to tho novlce
pllot. Howovor, the pllois who could hendle tho }Lttl-e beast Trero amongst thc best
j.n the wcrlcl. Ono fn partlcular was noted for the star performancos whlch he gavor

Hle nane was Armstr@g; end he was a nanbor of lr! Equadron R'F'c' statloned at
Halnault Far:n in Escexr
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Tho mech.:nics and fliers at Waddcn werc sur?risod one day to hear the walI of
an Aoro engine apprca.ciring, but nc aircraft was ln sighto Suddenly frcrn apparOnt\y
rtovhcre, a Cancl eppeared, and starting at an al-tltudc of no nore than L foot abovo
ths airfield, it did fh-e ccnsecutlve loops a.nd disappealerl as rapidly as 1t had
rrrri.vcd. When thc spectatcrs hnd crankeC thsir jaws back up, a burble of eonversa-
tion broke out. 'vilho was he? Wls it a rnirage? No one cver handled a Camel 1lko
that, life was much too sweet, I

It was nc miragc, for a few days latcr he was back a.gain, orrly this tlne he
apparontly ccnstdered Looplng at ground-Ieve1 far too tcme. The demonstratlon glvon
to the otaggerc,rd and mazed spect,ators was cne of fllck-rolllng at about 15 feet I
E1'e witnesses st:.te thnt his wingtips were actuall"y rutrlng through the long gpa.s6
on the way rcund, The Camel came wailing across the alrfle1d, and fllck - over sho
went, the pe:pIe cn the gror.uid catchlng ncmentary gllnpses of a dark mop cf hstlr,
tnstrurnents on the dashboard, and the greasy castcr-oll-coated belJyr Ard then hp
was gcne agai.n.

tater, Armstrong Joined the nlght-flying Squadron, 1,51, (see IIRUEt, April 56)
and rhile servlng with thls unlt, he was killed in France. He got no victoriesr ed
had no nedalse but what a plLotl He ras kilLed when h:is Camel spun into the ground
on a routine flight.

No other Canel plJ-ct could match thls performarrce of aerobatics at such a suici-
dal heightr Probably the noarest approaching him were IIarry Hawker, the Sopwith Test
Pilct; Oliver Stewart uho did a. deal of test fl-ylng on Camels when they lrere consid-
ered as acrlal t<mbstcnes, and Major Chrie Draper, who was aclmowledged ao one of
the flnest Camel pilots in thc world. Chrls Draper was back in the news a fon yoars
ago when hc flew a light Jruster spcrtsplane under about 15 Thanes bridges e.t Londonp
in a successful attempt to provc that he ws,e 8t111 a useful man tc have aroundr

Even as late as 19111 a Soprdth Cane1 made thc ncws headlines. Wa}r up on a uild
Scottish Moor, never visited in neny years, a person 1s sald to havc found the wrock-
age of a Csncl crashed amcng the rocks and heather. The skel-eton cf the pi3.ot was
still 1n the coclc.pit exactly as he had crashed tc earth nearly 25 years before. It
is beleived to have been an aircraft from the o1d Trainlng School at Turnborryt
l,lontrose. Soveraf- aircraft never retrrned tc thel-r base theree rnd all were asEurcd
to have been lost into the soar

Although Manfrcd von Richthofen scored relatlvely fev victories against Allted
scout alreraft, throe of his Last five kll-Is wore Csnols. Hts 76th was a Carnel flown
by a Captatn Sntthr and tt fe1I to earth nezrr Lamotte. Hls last tuo victims, both
Camelsp rcre destrogred on Aprl1 20th, 1918. The story of thls eombat ls a typical
tale of the days cf great dogflghtsr

Ltr D, O. Lowis conpleted hls tralnlng at Reading and Joined No. 78 Hqne Defence
Squedron at Hornchrrch. With this unlt ho spent I months nlght-flying Soprrlth Camelso
After this tour, he Joined 3 Sqdn. in France, under the Cmnrard of MaJor Raymond
Barkor M.C. (Uilitary Cross).

On April 2oth tr,rc flights were ordered out cn an Operati:nal PatroL cvcr the
lilres,. Bed weather kept the plIots grumbllng for most of tho day but towerds evon-
lng the clouds errd mists claared and twelvo Crmels took off and headod out over the
scarred strip of earth which narked the front linos. Prtffs of Emoko and dull flashee
merked tho nestlng pleccs cf tho artillery shells, and then the vler wes blottod out
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by ciouds. Ernerging on the f ar side of the clotid, Lan-ls dlscovered that the two
fi.ights ha,J beconre separated. Captain Bell .l.ed his six aircraft on over the Llnes
at, abotit 9r(.100 feet. In this formation were both Lerris and l{aJor Barker.

rlfter cruisj-ng around for awhile, Be11 spotted a bunch of Fokker Triplanes
crr:r:ping around a cloud, and in'nediately signalled the attack by rocklng his wings.
$ix Lrj-pianes L-leta.ched t,hemseJves from the main formation and very soon a l.lvely
battle w.:s :in progress,

Al.tast jrru'rediately a triplane attached itself to Lewis and otarted pumping leati
at him. BeII spo'bted th.ls and took iime off to repay the compliment and the trlplane
dived Bwalfr About thls tlme MaJor Barkerls Camel bLew up ln ttre alr, and flaning
shreds of wood and fabric fe1l. to earthr By thls tlme it wa6 apparent that the trl-
planes belonged to the Richthofen outfite and things i€re not going any too well for
the Camelsr lewis flipped onto the tail of a bright blue Fokker and ras shooting it
up when he felt the lnpact of bullets on his own pIane. Pulltng out of the streemt
of Lead, Lewis glanced qulckly roundl and wasnrt very pleased to flnd thc all-red
triplane of the Baron himself, a few yards behlnd hlrn. He fll.cked the Canel into a
rapld turn but the Fo}&er stil1 clung to him. The CarneL was trristlng and trrrning
like a mad thing, and stlll the buLlets were hitting ttr The conpass orploded ln
Lewisls face, spurting the liquid lnto his goggl.es and cuttlng down vislbil-lty to
nothing, but this situation was rapidly eased when a homirg spandau slug shot the
offendi:rg goggles clear off his faco. The slipstream nos blr:ring his vlsion, Lewis
held his tight turn, but twanging wires and splinterlng struts told their omr storyr
The Baron was sti1l breathing down his neck. A sudden roar of flarBs told l,ewis that
things were not irnprovlng anyr The bullets had stopped but it was a. caso of out of
the frying pan and very Iitera1ly lnto the fire.

He put the Camel into a stecp dive hoping that the flanes would be driven away
frorn hirns but the aircraft was wcll end truly on firc and the flanes stayed right in
his facer About 500 feet from mother earth the flanes had subsidod so Leruis gent\y
drew the stick back and glanced down, looking for a 1ikely spot to put her down. As
the fire has stripped a.Ll tho fabric aft of the cockplt and nearly all of it from the
elevators, she was very slow in raising her nosc. Stlll not quite up to the levcI
position, she hlt thc ground r.t very hlgh speed. The pl1ot took hls second flight
of thc day, but this was short and not very sweet. He ras huled fron the wrcckage
and depositcd some distance away, suffering from nothing ltorse than br:rns and bruises
Hls maternity je.ckct a.nd helmet wcre j-n charred stripsr and he had bul-let holes
through his trouser Ieg and sleever

Not far ahray, the remains of Major Barkcrrs aircrajt were burning fr.riously and
Lewis ran ovcr to the spot to sce if therc was any chance of the Ma.jorrs survival,
but he was unable to get very close for the intense hcat. At this point Richthofen
flew over the place and dipped his wing to the figure on the ground befone departing.
No doubt the German ace was elated rrith his two victorJ-es, little lororring that they
wero his last and that within 2h hours ho would be shot down and killed by a Came1

pi1.ot. Tho story of that epj-sode is too weLL lorown to need repetltion here.

Lt. Lc,r,ris spent the next slx weeks in Cambreri hospltal recovering from his ln-
Jurles and e:cpcriencer and following that was a prisoner until the close of hostll-i-
tlcs.

The Bed Baronrs conbat repmt for this fight io reproduced here. tllhree mlnutes
after I hrd brought down thc first ma.chine f attacked a second Cancl of the same
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enerny seuadr Tho adversary dlved, caught his machlne and repeated thls nanouvro eovr
era.I l,imes. 1 app::oa.ched hi'n as near as possible when flghting and flred 50 bullets
untjl t,he rnactrine began to burn. Tire body of the nachine was burDcd ln the alr, thc
rennants ciashed to the ggorrnd north-east of Vlllers-BretontxttlKr"

In the closing stages of Lhe war, the Canel was usod ln sowrat experlnrntal
ro1esl a tapered wing belng fltted to one varient. Another was brdlt rith a slngle
r1r strut and a thtrd lras a ccmbination of the two. A parasoL wlng version res bdlt
and called tho Scootcr, and later the Swallolt appee.rod as a varlatlon of the forner
rnonoplane. Late ln the war, a Camel was slung up under tho Brlttsh alrshlp R.235
but the ldea was abandoned at the Armtstlce.

The close of the war wrote finis for the Carnell ae it was not a very sultable
alrcraft for civil f3.ylng. Most of the Serrrlce atrcraft rere flotnr to dlsposaL
tJnits, end brokeD upr 0n1y tho flvo nentlonod earlter heve Ilved through to tbe
present day, although uo can hope that others may be unearthed fronr sonn duaty hfdlltg
p}aces ln the futuro.

The Canel was bui-lt as a ldllcr and ln thts role 1t eerved lts pwpoee rltbout
faltorlng. Born for flghting, lt was unabLe to aocept the easy golng pace of, peace-
tlno exlctance and it could be sald thet tt quletly crept lnto a hangar and dled.
But dld tt? No1 1lke tho old soLdler lt ls, the Camol w111 novor dte, at least 1ri
the thoughts of thooe who fLew and fought theu, and ln the capable hands of. Frank
Tallraanl Amerlca has an aircraft of wtrlch al.l can bo Juat1y proude

JAI'TSL FACTS AND TIGIaES

ITPE

CameL F. 1

Cernel F. L

Cernel F. 1

Carne1 F. 1
Camel 2F.1

II0 h,pr

13O hrp.

150 h.p.

150 h.p,

150 h.p.

M.P.H. SPEED

AT L0r00ol

L18o5

LL3.O

115'o

Ll? 15

103.0

6T,DA TO

10ro0or rN

9.2 Mln.

10.5 Mln.

9.1+ llln.

10.3 Uin.

11.L Mln.

E['IDINANCE
IN HOISS

z 3/1t

2 t/2

2 L/b

2 t/b

CEITING

2l+rOO0t

19r0oot

20r0@r

2Ir0OOr

17r5ool

ENCIIIE
I,'IN0
ARE.[

23tLo Rhone

Clorget 231

B. R. r. 23t

Onqne Mono. 231

B. R, r. 229

IYPE EMPIY

Cancl F. I 689

Camel F. I 929

Canro1 F. I 962

Camol F. I 993

Camel 2F 11 Lr036

WEIGHT TN POUNDS

FUEI & OII },IIIITANY IOAD 6BE1{

?52

2b3

228

2l$

2?3

l-01 180

10r. 180

10r 180

101 180

91" 180

AIT.UP WEICHT

tu22

il$3

rI71

]..523

$n


