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CIFICIi\L NEPOF"T OF POST-IIOGERS I'ORTO}III CFISH
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Statement of probable cause concerning an aircraft accldent rfiich occu$ed to a

privately owned plarre on August L5, I%5, at Wa1alqpi, Alaska.

0n August ;.5r Ig35, at about 6 p.m. at Walalcpi, A1aska, about 15 rniles south of
point BarrJw, Alaslcar- an airplane, olrned and piloted by Wiley Post and carryS:rg WiIL
Rogers, fell out of control while- taking off, with resuliant deat'h ',,o both nen and

the coErlete destrr.rction of the aircraft.

The airplane, at the tlme of purchaso W I'Ir. Post, was a Lockheed Orion, model

9Ee and bore a Department of Comrnerce U-censco Prior to the flight, !ow9ye1r lhe
airl:Iane "n, "o*pictoly 

rebuilt and, several rnajor changos incorporated which changed

it from the original ntd.e}. Thc engine, propeller, wings, and fuel tanks wore changcC

entirelyn This remodcling was inspected and ai:provcd for workmanship by thc Depart-
ment of Comrnerce and thc rcmodclcd airplane was issued Dcpartroont of Cotnmerce

restricted license nrmbcr l'm,-f2283, which ljnited its use to long-distance and
spccial test fligfrts. The pilot, Wiley Post, hetd, a Dcpartmcnt of Commerce transport
pil-ot t s l-ic en se.

At Seattlc, Wash.e pontoons were substituted for thc rficel landlng gear, No

lnryection of tire airpiane was rcquc,stod. after tiris changeo Mrn Rogcrs joined thc
flight at this pointo At Fairbanks, Alaska, the airplanc was partially refuelcd and

flo'nm to Lakc Hardlng, about hO niles away, to bc coqrletely refueled for tho Point
Barrow flight.

Thc. tako-off for Point Barrow was accomiDlished at some timc bet,wccn 1:30 ar:d

2:30 p.rno Whcn next hcard of, tlrc airplane hld 1andcd on a small lagoon about 15

miles south of Foint Bar:.ow whcrc Mr. Post inquircd tho direction of Point Barrow.
Having obtaincd' thls inforrnation, he proceedcd to tako off from the lagoon and, whcn

an altitude of approximatcly 50 fect had bccn rcaehed, the engine rvas hcard to stop
and thc airplane fell to the watcr out of control. Both cccupants wero killcd
instantly.

A study of the effoct of the various changes made on the airplane indicated tlta+"

it was decidedly nose-heavy and. must havc bucn cxtrernely d:iffj-cul-t, if not ilpossible,
to propcrly control withcut the aid of thc cnginco A st,at,r:tnent nade by the pilot
after the change to i:ontoons confirms this conclusion.

The exact causc of the cngine faj-lurc carurot be deterrnincd. The tcnrporature at
the timc was about hOo ar,d the failure could have bccn due to the engino having
becone cool whilc sta.nding on thc lagoon or to ice or water'condensate forming in the
carburetor. It is the opinion of the accident board that the probablo cause of tlris
aecident was loss of control of thc aircraft at a low altitude after sudden engiue
failure, due to the extreme nose-hcaviness of the aircraft.


