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by

Lt. Col. Geiard DuKet as tol.d to John Sloan

The 31st Fighter Oroup v,'as composed of the 39thr lrOtfr and lrlst Pursuit gquadrons
^-'l *s{ ^r +^ ^,.o1u, prler vv wulr entry into the i^Iar, rias based at SeLfridge Fiel-de Michi.gano Otr
equinnrent was the Bell P-39, which we tock on lnaneuvers in North Carolina Ln 1939 t
but this was rnodified to half P-39ts and half P-hOts in 191+l-. Tbe Japanese attack
at Pearl Harbcr brought, an j-ntensified period of tratning ending in or.r enbarkatlcn
for England in May, 19h2,

The 31st i^ras the first fighter group of the Army Air Forces !,o arriv€ in England,
It was follorieci by the !2nd in July, and later by the Il+ih and Ist, Irtr Groups. Our
outfit was sent to Ta.ngmere, Northeasi of Portsnouth, which had been an R.A,Fo flght-
er base for a nunber of yearso A quantity of P-391s had been sent toward Russia,
under lend-lease,, but had been turned back in the Baltic Sea .r.r:d we got them to
reassemble at Tangmereo

fn the first rri;ek in July we went on our first sortie over the Continenti 12
went out and only 6 returned, During June we had been given some instruction by the
iocal R.A.Fc squadrons in fighter tactics over Europc but this very first sortie in-
dicated that the P-39 hras no natch for the l,E1O9. A pilot who cannot twn inside
his opponent is c,t a disadvantagen Later flights proved that thc P-39 was cntirely
unsuitable for mediurn or high-altitude escort duty. Wc lost, anong otherse Bub Clarke
now a Colonel in the USAF, as a prisoncr of war on this first inission.

Both the 31st and 5Znd ftr Groups wcre re-equipped with Spit.fircs under thc ex-
change prosrsnr Thc 52nd was at HuJ.} with a.n [.A.F. wing, I think frc-'rn August to
November of 19L2. The 31st sta.yed at Tangmere and had for orjc of our best jnstruct-
ors ichn:ry llalkcr, later on a fl:nous ace of tho R.A.F.o At this rine, I'Jc,r,tnrbcr, I9+2
about J0 percent c'f our pilots, those with thc nost P-39 cxperiencc, wcrc l,aken to
fnw. *1.,a e(n+x trighter GroUpo I lcft with thcrnr and wc were to be a gr.c)rrrrd a.ttaokJ'/VvtL L

outfit under Colo Klocko, a trIest'Point officero The 31st Ft:: Group lc'fru ilr latc
liovembcr for North Africa aboard a carrlcr to plovjdc cover for the iuvlrsio:l fi,rsss;
ft ia.nCcd at Or.'rn Airport just a.f+-e:'its c!r!,f.rr1'o. One of thc srrrtp-duotts of t,he 31st
latcr wr: nt to jr{alta to aici thet tiny j.s.lnrrd in its daily, allrrost horrr'ly, battle with
t,he Italian and German air for.ees, The othcr tvio sclrr:r<lr',,rr.s Lrerrt Jn across Africa ="r-
ward tho Ea.st as high-a1t,it.udc support covcr during that cruupi,igll,

Thg 35oth Ftr Group went to Du:dord. during Novenber I9\2 t'o Janu."ry 191+3, ttrcn
to Lanrlls Errd,o Hc.rc wc put 16O gallon bc1ly tanks u:rder the P-39rs and a.ttennpted t':
fly to T,esena, on t,he Wcst coast of irfrica south of Casabilrrlcsr This was a flighi
cf U5O milcs, wibh nr-r cut-in ovcr Spain allowede a.nd orrcr Itater all the way,' Two

of the three flights in qy squadron wcrc attacked a.bout halfway dov'm by sorne JU-B8ts
fl.nm snein- r. the fight 2 of thc JU-BBls werc shot down without eny loss to our-rr vl[ vP<'.:fro trl

scl'res but we ran i:rto a tremendous storm near North .fifri-ca. One other pilot e:rd
rnysclf were the only onos to make ito
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Thc Group reforrrccl. et Lc,scna md went on to Oranr Here we opere"tod as a ground
supporr group, atta.cking convoys of enemy t::ooPs and gun entplacet'tents, sonre days fYonr

dri^m tiIL dusli, Thr.;se soltics were all clmicd out beloli 5OO feet altitude and therc
wcre lots of bcnt proocllers. Wc lost CoI. Klocko in a raid i.n March 191+3. During
an attack on somc 50 trucks hc was shot doun fro,n 10 fto altitudc but nsnr.sed to get
in - ]^r"1-rr,'r^h^i.ng away froin thc convoy hc tras shooting up, The recipients of theseJrr d uvuJ ldru_t

attacks were gencra.lly prctty mr:d r,nd didnlt tleat their prj.soners weIL at a1lr The
Colonc] was tc.ken prisoner by another convoy a fittle; later and spent the rest of
the We.r in prison calrpo

The 350th went on to Algiers, Constanti.ne, Tunis, rnd to Sicily. I left the
Group a.bout September l-91+3 for Geno Spaattz Headquarters to develop what vre cal-Ied
Cornbat Table II Requircments. Thi-s had been a drc,;an of Spaatils, to provide for a
squadron in the field its complete combat rcquirements from spark plugs to carbon
paper sufficient to ciurry it for 3O deysr md a nethod of automatic rcplacernento It
was my job to visit all of the squa"drons in tlre area and develop parts llsts and
other requirement$o

At this timc tlie 1st and ll+th Piehter Groups, uith P-381s1 w€xc in the North
Africa/Sicl1y arcan There werc also two P-l+O Grcups and two 1t-15 Groups, one of
which rvars thc 319th Fighter Group, The 31st Ftr Grcup wa.s now all deployed out of
I'la1ta, with Spitfircs (Scptcmber 19i+3) and tho 350th was based in Sicily with P-J9rsr
still on ground support. Ow point of invasion was Batapaglisl Ttalyr In early
October thc combe.t enginr,crs l".nded with bulldozcrs, lcveled a squaro mile of vinc-
yards pnd laid down stecl natting for three airstripsc

The two A-36 Groups lrcre the first to go in" I landed with them for informationo
The first da,tr a heavy ra.j-n sct in rnd thcn we couldnlt get off the gror:nd for two
wceks. Tho field was inland ebout three mi-Ies but Gerrnan guns werc wc1} deployed tn
the hi]ls not over 20 rni.l"es inland. Thcsc hills ioere ebouf 2500 feet high e:rd fcur
88 nrm. guns lrerc looking dtxln our throat most of the tirne. Fortr:nately the Anerican
and British cruisers, by the dozen, and two battleships, kept the Oerrnan guns pre+"ty
well ocoupred during th.e inva.sicn. They made a continuous egg-shaped loop turning
tcruard the shore cruising along paralIel to it and then turning away from shore,
This lasted for 10 straight da;rs with shel1s going cnrer our heads constantly. I,{e

had sct up ptrp tcnts but in two nights the rains a.nd high winds r'rashod us out cach
nightr TLrexc wcre no lights or hcr.t so it was ra.thcr miscra.ble for a.whilo. When
thc rains finally stopped the na.wy gr:ns had driven the Germa.ns over the hi1ls a.nd we
spent thc ncxt week getting our planes out of the mud.

Naples was secured by the ground forccs and in November the 31st Group went to
a ficld nea.r Naplcs. The two P-hO anA two /i-J5 Groups deployed along the coast north
of Naples as far a.s a la.rgc airfield southwest of Rome on divc--bombing missions r.rith
the 31st supplying top cwer, f went along on an occasiona.l sortie but spent most
of n1v tin:e in contacting the supply pcrsonnelo I gave a notcbook to cach of the crew
chiefs to note his wants in regard to eJ-rcraft sr:pply items and in December collected
a.l-l these fcr collr.tion.

tr'iwrr davs bcforc Christmrs I was ordcrcd homc, for 21 days leavc, and to rcpcrt
to Wright Field to justify the necd and requircment for 30-day kits. I torc up my
boat tickct a.nd hitch-hikod via Cr-sablarrca, Dakar, So. Amcrica, Miami end Wa-shington
by C-5lr e;rd C-8f, thcn by a.utc to my home in Chi-cago. /,rriving cn Christmes Eve I
grccted an overjoyod but mildly shcched w'ife, a.nd my ycar-oId son whom I had not
SQellr


