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BRANIFF ATRWAYS LOCKHEED VEGA CRASH REZORT
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Statement of probable cause concerning an aircraft accident which occurred to an
airplane of Braniff Airways, Inc., at Fort Worth, Tex., on November 9, 1935.

On November 9, 1935, at approximately L:lL5 a.m,, within the city limits of East
Fort Worth, Tex,, a commercially owned airplane, whilc being flown without passengers
crashed with resultant decath of the pilot and the complete destruction of the air-
craft,

The airplane, a Lcckheed Vegay, model 5-C, was owned and operated by Braniff
Airways, Inc,, Oklnhoma City, Okla., and bore Department of Commerce license noa
NC-980%, At the time of the accident it was being ferried from Dallas to Waco, TexX.,
via Fort Worth, and no passengers werc pcrmitted to be carried, The pilot, William
C. Maus of Waco, Tex., held a Dcpartment of Commerce transport pilot's license and a
scheduled air transport rating.,

The takc-off was accomplished from Dallas at about 4:10 a.m,, the airplane
carrying a S-hour gasoline supply. The ceiling at Dallas was 1,000 fect with 8 miles
visibility. Fort Worth at the timc had a cciling of 500 feet with 7 miles visibility.

It had not becn the intention of the palot to land at Fort Worth but to fly
beyond it to a lighted airway leading into Waco, Tex., his destination, By the time
Fort Worth was reached the ceiling had dropped to abeut 75 fect and the visibility
was zero., This change in weathcr was broadcast to the pilot from Fort Worth with
instructions that ho rcturn to Dallas, Whether or not the pilot received this broad-
cast is not known inasmuch as his airplane was not cquipped with two-wey radio. How-
cver, he had plenty of fuel and could have easily returned to Dallas, whcre the wca-
ther had remained constant, or have flown on to Houston, wherc the ceiling was prac-
tically unlimited,

Reports frem various pcople who heard the airplanc overhead and saw the accident
indicate that the pilot was attempting te get under the 75-foot ceiling, presumably
to locate the airport, He was heard flying arcund for scme time and made two
ccamplete circles at a low altitude in the irmediate vicinity of the accident, Immed-
iately preceding the crash the airplane appcared diving out of the mist., The cnginoe
was heard to aceclecrate as though the pilot had just caught sight of thc ground and
was making an effort to pull the airplane out of the dive befure striking,

It is the opinion of the accident Board that the probable cause of this aceident
was poor Jjudgement on the part of the piiot for attempting to lend at Fort Worth
under existing weather conditicns.
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