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BRAI\IFF AIRWAYS IOCKHEED VEGA CRIiSH REi'oRT

Comrnerce Bu]letjn, Voi ? Irio 10, Aprii L5, Lgi6, pages 253-2fu.

Statenront of probablc cause concerning an aircrafb acciclent, rfitch occuned to an
airplanc of Branlff Aimays, Inc., at !'ort l''lorth, Tex.e on Novembet 9r L935.

On NovembsT 9t 1935, at anproxirnately hrlr5 a.n,, within the clty ]-lmits of East
For+" Worth. Tox., a coronercially owned airplaner r*riIe bei.ng flom without pasoengere
crashed wlttr rcsultant death of the p1Iot and *,ho corpleto destruction of tho air-
craft.

Ttre alrpLane, a Lockhood Yegae model 5-C: r'as owned ard operatod by Braniff
Afu.ways, Inc.e Oklatrorna City, 0k1a., anJ borc De;:artnent of Cormercer Licenso no.
l[C-980f. At thc time of the accidenb it was being ferr{.ed fron Dallas to !{aco, Tex.,
vla Fort Worth, and no passengero werc pcrmittcd to be carried. Tho piIot, Wllliara
C. Maus of Waco, Texre heid a Dcpart'mcn'b of Conunerce transport pllotts license and a
scheduled aJ-r transport rating.

The takc-off was accorqrli-shef, fron Dal1as at about L:10 a.mol the airplane
carrylng a 5-how gasoline sqDply. The ceiling at Dallas was lr0OO feot wlth B niles
vislbillty. Fort Worth at the tjrnc had a colling of S0 feot wii:h 7 mlles visibiJlty'

It had not becn the lnteintion of ttre prlot to land at Fort, Worth hut to f1y
beyond it to a lighted airway lead-i-ng lnto Waco, TeDcn, his desttnationo Ey the trme
Forb Worth r'las reached tho eeiiing had dropped to abcut 75 fect and thc visibiJity
was zero. This change in weathcr rvas broaCcast to +"hc pilot frcrn Fort V,lorth with
instnrctione that, ho return io Daliaer t'ltrothcr or not the pilob received this broaC-
cast is not lmcun inasnuch as hls airirlane was nct cqulpped with two-way radio. i{cw-
cver, he had plenty of fueL anC coul-d have easily roturned to Da11as, whcrc the wca-
ther had remained const,aitt, or havc flcwn on to Houston, whercl the celiing lJas prac-
tical"ly unllmited.

Reports flon various poople who hoard thc ai4rlanc overhead and saw the accident,
indicate that the pilot was atterpting to got undcr the 75-too! ceilinge prosumably
to locate the airporto Hc was .heard flying arorutd for scrne tirne and mado two
ccltg>Iete circles at a low altitude in thc inrn.-:diate vicinity of the accidcntr Iruued-
iatcJy preceding thc crash the airrrl-ane appcaxcd diving out of the nrist. The ongino
was heard to apoelerato as though tho pilot had Just caughi .sight of thc gror:nd and
was making an effort to puIL the air;-:lane out of t,ttc dive befcrre stlj.k!-ng,

It i-s ttre opinion of tho Accident Board that the probablo causo of thj-s aceident
lras poor Judgemenb on the part of ttre piiot for attenpti:rg to land at Fc,r'r:, Wrrth
usler existing wcaLher conditicns.

Koau-ng, Pete= B.
l,lt:nard,, .A'/Ze Oavfa
OtStarr, llax L,

gg4NGgE_99_1!PFEgg

3, Edinburgh Closoy fckcnham, !{lddlesexr England
100+"h Field Maint Sqdnr Pcaso AFB, New HarS:shLre
952 Sueirro Street, Hayluard, Californla


