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Gcorge Marshall of San Francisco rrras onc of the strrdents taught by Early Bird
Harry P. Christofferson to fly. This studont flyer was a grea.t odm5.rer., and we1l
may he bo, of the daring Ljncolrr Bcachey" In fact ho wore a cap sirnLlar to that
worn by Beachey on many occasionso This adrnlration may h,ave been caried to ex-
tremos so lt s€cm6r

After Bcachey had his monoplane built by Wrren Eatone ho changed hls otylo of
headgear. This conslsted of a red knittcd cap that was a cqnblnatlon cap and snoodr
It was knltted by Boacheyls mother and worn by the great flyer on the teat fltghte
of t'tro monoplarc he ras laier killcd ino Holover, a couple of days befcne his
final flight, Lincoln Beaohcy hung the rod snoodDcap on the wa1l of Harry Chrfetoff-
ersonls hangar at the S. Fo Beacho Beachy wes kialod the follorlng Surday but tho
red snood-cep was not dlsturbedo

Horever, George Marshalllp apparentl-y in a mood of hero worship took the rcd
snood-oap and used it on ensuing flightsn By this tine Gcorge Marshall was a cornpe-
tent flyer and was seeking his placc in the world of aviationo He read in the tlews-
pepers the ploa of the Mexican bandii loadere Franeisco VilLar for mcrcerary avla-
tors to fly in the rebel arnyo He proraised paymcnt in goldo The lure of gold and
ar:lation capturcd the funagination of Georgo Marshal.lo He forthwlth Journeyed to the
hil-Is of Chiahuahua and talked the proposition over with i;hc rebel chieftaln and
members of hls staff.

The only aval1abIe flying equlprnent was an old and decrepit Crrrtiss pusher
biplene. Marshall was warned that the airplanc was not in good condltion but lt
could be flcrnnc He made the bargain to fIy the plane wiijh the rebcl chieftain' He
had the airplano we:rned up and taxied to an improrised cleared area in the desertr
He warmed the engino then took off. Just as the plarre started to rise ln the air,
the enginc sputtered and died. Marshall started to nose dorrn. Honevor, he was not
able to do soe and the plane staLlied into thc gror-rnd at hlgh speed, arrd rolIed un-
controlled into the onl-y barnlike structure or buil-ding in the whole B!€or MarshalL
was kilIed from the impact a.s the engi-no toro loose and impaled hlm against thc
buildlng w"l1o

Ironical-lyr he died of a braln concussionn The red snood-cap hras on his head
as he took off" Thus dled Georgo MarshelL early flyer in the doserts of Chiahuahuao
He was warned as he took that cap off the wall- by Harry Clrristofferson that the red
cap was a jinx to Beachey and would llkewise be a Jinx to h1m" The Jirx proved
truor


