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hIRCRhFT IN THE THOHPSON PRODUCTS MUSElJIVI 

by 

Frank Strnad 

CURTISS SEAPLANE PUSHER - 1910 

The first Cleveland owned airplane, it flew one of the earliest air routes in 
the nation" Jamestcwn to Ma::rville, N. Y. The e cylo 75 hop. engina was flown in 1911 
with Eugene Ely from a battleship. Plane w'as convortnd t o a seaplane in 1912~ Color 
is white with natural wood hull. BUMBLE BEE painted in black on tail, Brown bumble 
beo with white wings paintGd on underside of top wlngs. Black lettering - AL J. 
ENGEL, U. S. AIR 11AIL, ROUTE NO. ~~ A607004 - painted on side pahols. 

THOMAS MORSE s4-c, ex 5452, c/n 631 

1).n excollently r estorod oxampl e of the f amous Tonrrny Scout of itJorld v.Jar I. Powe!'­
ed with a 100 hepo Gnome Monosoupape eng~ne that was mnnufactured by the General 
Vehicle Coo, Long Island City, No Y. This ship was formerly in the Jarrett Museum, 
NoJ. Color, olive drab with rod c owling, star and circle insignia on wings, ~nd red 
white and blue vertical stripes on tho rudder. 

CURTISS ORIOLE, MODEL 519, NC-1660, c/n l~ 

Built in 1919, this was one of the first post war civilian airplanes. Po';vored by 
a 150 h.p. 6 cyl. Curtios 1(6 engine, it f eatured an oval shaped molded plywood fuse­
laGe. Color, international orange fuselage, silver wings and tailo License numbors 
in black along with IIItm a 1920 Curtiss Oriole" on rudder. 

BOEING DH-4M2, N-489 , c/n DA-4 

This Boeing rebuilt (1925) version of the famed D.H.4 is powered with a hoo h.po 
12 cyl. Liberty engineG Color, all white vJith black liconse numbers 2nd 67 u.s. MAIL 
on the fuselago sideso Tho ship, registered Ns-489, and owned by the Ug S. Dept. of 
Agriculture, Tallulah, Louisana 1928-1931 was used for some of tho earliest crop 
dusting experiments in the United states. 

WEDELL-WILLIAMS "SPECIAL" RACER NX-~l:X.! c/n 109 

Roscoe Turner r s famous gold racer in vJhich he 1-10n first place in the 1934 Thomp­
son Trophy Race. P01-rerod by a 825 h.po P&W Hurnot, it also set many transcontinental 
speed records. Color, gold with red license n1llHhr;rs, black 25 on aft fuselage for­
ward of the tail with black lettering aft ('I f c ockpi t 1;,8 t.ing rGcords held. Ethyl 
gasolene and Ring Free Comet Gmblems on side of fusola ge wi·~.ll CbalUpinll Spark Plug 
emblem on wheel pant. Rod lettering Pratt & w~itney Hornet on side of engine cowling 
and Roscoe Turner noar cockpito 

NORTH AMERICAN P-51K-IO-NA, N-79l61 

This f ormer Air Force Mustang named "Socnnd Fidrlle ll " flown by Bob Swanson, 
placed 5th in the 1946 Thompson Trophy H::tco. SlJip is ,LJrtL'n.'~, l . 1l1l1'niul-,8r1 finish with 
black lettering including raco number 80. 
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Also in the musoumis collection, but not on oxhibit, is a 1917 Curtiss MF bi­
plane flying boat;> NC-903, cln 5543; powered l;.rith a 100 h.p .. Curtiss oxx-6 o In 
addition t o tho aircraft displayed" tho fa.mous Thomp s on Trcphy is on exhibit along 
wi th many of the Cho.rles Hubbull original pa.intings used for the Thompson Products 
calendars., Among tho engines on exhibit are a 1911 4 cylinder C'J.I'tiss, and a 1913 
6 cylinder K~mp. Among the smaller exhibits arc Thompson valves taken from Lindborghs 
first Atlantic crossing3 tho ItS-Jl.l.thern Crossl!, 8nd Admir(1.l Byrd t s Sonth polar flights41 

The museum, officially cn lIed THOMPSON PRODUCTS AUTO j~L.BUM liND AVIATI ON HUSEUIv1, 
is located at Chaster Avenue and East ' 30th stroet} C18v~land, Ohio\) It is open daily 
except Mondays from 1:00 t o 5:00 ?Mo, and Wednesday and Friday ovenings. Admission 
is free. 

NEGATIVE E~~ELOPES 

About two years ago the Jrnlrnal carried a notice t hat the Andrew Lutz Company 
had, for sale, Epecial negative containers, which had shown after test, to preserve 
negativ8s in excellent condition for many years~ I began buying my negative 
containers from this company and found them entirely satisfactory~ However, about a 
year ago I began recioving from this company a new t~) e of envelope of a much softer 
material o 

RGcently~ while going thru some of my negatives, I found to my amazement that 
nogs stored in these new type soft envelopes were, in every case, stuck to the 
material. Some had stuck only along the end whore it vIas gluedo Others vJCre stuck 
ovor the entire surfaceC) Not only that, but many of the negs were badly discolored 
(brown) along the glue line after being in the envelope only one or two months. All 
nogatives in the old typo containers were still in excellent condition with no sign 
of sticking or discoloringo 

I would suggest a notice in tho Journal for all members to immediately make a 
survey of any nogs they have stored in this typo of containero 

The climate here in the Philippines is a humid ono, but no 'worse than many 
parts of tho U~ So In addition, I might say that I kGep my nog boxes in tlhot" closet~ 
(a 40 watt light bulb ncar the floor to prevent mildew of clothes, leather goods etc) : 

I will bo back in the Statos in September and anyono desiring furthor tnformatior: 
can contact mo at tho address below. 

T/Sgt Merlo Olmsted, USAF 
1403 North Tripp Avonuo, 
Chicago 51, Illinois 

MISSILES, ROCKETS 2 AND SATELLITES 

TtlO GovormrtOYlt Printing Office has just published several bibliographies that may be 
of interest. Vol o 2 United Statos, Cat" Noo D 101:)22:70-5-2 is 30t. Vol. 5 Earth 
Satellites & Space Exploration, D 101.22:70-5-5 is 25¢o Army Missiles, Rockets is 39 
page ills, Cat No. D 101,,22:355-13, 3010 --
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