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FOREIGN AIRCRAFT ON THE U. S~ CIVIL REGISTER 

An unpublished study crying for recognition is a listing of foreign aircraft 
that have been given a civil registration in the United states. The photo page on 
the right illustrates this interesting subject, .:md perhaps it and the following 
notes will encourage some member to undert~ke a thorough study of the topico 

It is easy to PD1 down the obviously foreign-built aircraft in U.S. civil mark­
ings such as Capital Airlines "Viscounts", but two fringe areas present a much more 
difficult problem. They are 1) Aircraft of foreign design manufactured or assembled 
in the United states such as the Italian S~voia-Marchetti S-S6 built in the U.S. in 
the 1930 l s as the "American-Savoia s-S611 (see photo), and the Piaggio P-136L now 
being assembled in Mil"tVaukee, Wisconsin, and sold as the "Royal Gul111; and 2) Aircraft 
of U.S. design manufactured in a foreign country, but rogistered in the U.S o Perhaps 
this latter seems so impossible that tho reader 1~11 think we are joking, but just 
such a case exists with N-S7LM. This plane is one of 27 Grumman G-44 "1tvidgeon" 
designs built in France by S.C.A.N. and shippod -to Lee Mansdorf in Los Angelos less 
engines. Thoyare classified as "Grumman G-44A's" by the C.L.A. Another example is 
the Canadian-Vickers "Canson, this being a Canadian-built PBY-SA. The quostion 
remains - should they be classified as "foreign" aircraft or not? 

ForGign aircraft started showing up on the ~Unerican scene right after World War 
I, along vJi th our "problemtt types such as the Canadian-built IN-4 tlCanuck". Two rare 
items uncovered in a search for those aircraft turned up in a Congressional listing 
of ai~)lano accidents - unfortunately no registrations are listed: 5 September 1927, 
McCool, Indiana, forcad la1ding due to engine failure, BRISTOL FIGHTER, M. M. Rubnor 
(pilot) and Irving Motcalf (passenger); and 25 Soptomber 1927, Wilkes-Barre, Ponn., 
MARTAINSYDE G-4 (Rolls Royce), SeW. Brown (pilot)o 

Perhaps oven rarer is N-IBN, BREGUET D~Y BOMBER, cln YAC15, rogistered to G. Lum, 
250 West 22nd Placo, Chicago, in 1929. At tho same time N-393B was a Sopwith Fl 
registored in Washington, D.C., and N-6949 was a Sopwith "Snipe" 7-F-l belonging to 
L. Langevin, Binghampton, New York. One old t~ner, N-1532, Fokker C-2 biplane, 
cln 214, stayed on the civil register for yearsQ 

Prior to World War II we had several one-only planes flyll!g in the U.So Examples 
are: NC-770N De Havilland "Puss Moth" BO-A (still registered); NC-191M Niles "Sparrow 
Hawk" M-59 cln 264, ex G-ADWW (seo photo); NX-20651 Jan Horse Sories III RWD-13, 
cln 15B, from Polando Other types known to have boen licensed here, but for which no 
specific information is available at this timo, arc: Avro "Avian" (and its counter­
part the U.S. built Whittlosey "Avian"); DeHavilland "Moth" 60-x (Memo 2-150) and its 
U.S. built counterpart the modol 1160-GMII and 1160-GMhT" (ATC-197); DeHavilland "Fox 
Moth" 83; Schreck 17-HT-4 (4 place flying boat built in Argentile, Franco) operating 
under Memo 2-113; Liore IBo (2PCFbM) Memo 2-11B; Savoia Marchetti s-55Po 

Post-war t~)OS, in addition to tho DH Mosquito, DH Dove, DH Heron, DHC Beaver, 
DHC Otter, are Avro flAnson" (Nx-465c, N-9923F, N-995IF)" Canadian Car & Foundry 
"Loadmastor" (N-17N); Canadian Vickers "Stranraer" (NX-4532S, N-4S326, N-45327); 
Caudron "Simoun" c-635 (N-85E); Fleet Itircraft of Canada l6-B (at least 32 have been 
registered); Noorduyn "Norseman"; Mo-I08 (NX-I08M, Nx-54208); Paulista CAP-4 (Brazil); 
Percival "Proctor" V (N-75289, ex G-AHGN); and ViCkerS-Armstrong "Spitfire". 
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