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THE 1910 BOSTON GIJOBE AIR MEET 

by 

Lo E. Opdycke 

To see the importance of the Air Meet held at Squantum, Mass., i~ 1910, and to 
understand the excitement of all concerned, it is necessary to sketch briefly the 
development of and interest in, the airplane up to that pOint. 

Although the Wrights have a claim to be the fathers of the airplane, it can also 
be claimed that they did as much a.s anyone to ret aJ. ... d i ttl growth once they had father­
ed it. In their anxiety to get · what they considered their just rewards for their 
patented lateral control system, they slowed up their own work and tied up promising 
designers in lawsuits all 'over the world. In an attempt to break their patents, 
Glenn Curtiss even took time out from_his own developments to rebuild and fly the 
old Langley Aerodrome, which flight was instrumental in 'losing them the support of 
the Smithsonian Institution. _. 

In Europe, would-be inventors were hampered by complete information about the 
American achievement and unable or tmwilling to pay the Wright patent royalties, and 
it was not until November, 1906, that Santos-Dumont was able to leave the ground for 
even 100 meters in his machino, "Numero 14 ft • Not until June, 1908, did an English­
man, A. V. Roe, take off and then only in fifty-foot hops. That same summer Roe 
bicycled aqross France to talk with Wilbur Wright, who was showing his machine to 
the French government at Lo Mans~ It was this demonstration of Wilbur's th~t seemed 
to arouse Europe to the possibilities of flying& In July, Louis Bleriot flew the 
Channel, and the first Air Meet was held in Rheims in August. At this meet Curtiss 
won the Gordon Bennett Cup, and the next Cup contest was accordingly scheduled for 
Belmont Park, in the United states, the following October. 

In line with the growing tradition of newspaper-sponsored aviation events - the 
Daily Mail prize for a flight across the Channel, and one for a flight from London 
to Manchester and tho Now York World prize for a flight from Albany to New York -
the Boston Globe offered $10,000 for the shortest time from Squantum, a field near 
Boston, around Boston Light, back to the field, around the State House in Boston, 
and back to the field. Later the Boston leg was omitted, and the course changed to 
twice around the Light, on tho grounds that a flight over the city was too dangerous. 
There were other prizes for other events ~nd the whole moet was organized by the 
Harvard Aeronautical SociotY1 James V. M~.rtin, chairmanQ It was scheduled to start 
September 3, 1910, right after the socond Rheims Meet, and just before tho Belmont 
Park Moot, to cash in on the presence of the foreign ~vintors. 

There was a gre2t deal of excitement as th~ plans unfolded, or didn't unfold. 
New records were being set PJmost daily. At the end of August, Curtiss had set a 
new ovorwnter record of 45 mph, and Loon Morano set an altitude rocord of 7045 feet 
tho same day. Walter Wellman was preparing his airship, tho America, to cross the 
Atlantic 0 At Squantum, the Meet seemed set to open with no fixed list of entrcnts 
and activities began on tho field well ~hoad of the opening time. 
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Scmuol F. Perkins came cerly and brought his ki tes, similar to the Hargrave end' 
Cody types, 2nd sent visitors (men only, ~d under 200 lbs.) 20-75 feet into the air. 
The chairman of the Entcrto.inment Committee, Carl A& Sylvester, hed to be urged to 
come dovrn after ascending dangerously high over Dorchester Be.y . Charles J. Glidden 
observed that he would try vrhen an automobile could be lifted first. · Four days 
before the meet opened, HorO-ce F. Kot?.rnr flew his Pfitzner monoplane, an interesting 
design equipped with ret!'2.cting wingtips for latorn]. control to avoid the Wright 
patent. He flew it thirty yards and crashed, and was immediately disqualified for 
flying without permission, He was 12.tcr requalifiod, hm.revor" and had the honor of 
being tho first off the gr01md under powero 

The competition sb..rted to 2.rrive~ Claucie Grnhame-\fuito, fresh from his famous 
attempt to fly from London to Manchester , arrived on the Cymric with a Farman biplane 
and 8. Bleriot, 2nd with him wr~s A. V. Roe, who brought his little triplane which had 
beon bought by tho HarvBId Aero SociotYQ Both Englishmen procoeded to tBke a boat 
trip around Boston Harbor, studying the islands for possible landing placesQ Globe 
readers were interested to see thE.t each imported m2.chine W2S valued ~t $5000 or 
nioro , and tho owners were under bond not to sell them in this country, to avoid pay­
ing duty on thom. 

CromHell Dixon arrived with his small airship" the H2rv0.rd o Three years earlier" 
r.t the age of fourteen, he had flown a cycle-powered mrship, the Hoon, in St. Louis o 

Ch(1l'los Fo WillCU'd's Curtiss 3l'rived, followed by Curtisst own, which W2.S set up 
beside it 0 W. Starling Burgess expected to entor two Burgess-Curtisses : #2, typo B, 
with a 25 hp Herring-Curtiss engine and #6, typo C, v-lith e 30 hp Clement-B ayard. 
Only the #6 h2.d been sent from his Marblehead shops 0 Kearny W2.S busily repEdring 
his Pfitzner 0 The first injury on the field occurred vlhen Fred ltJilliems fell from 
2 team at the main gate. Moanvlhile , Bostonians on their W2Y to the South Station 
from v.Tork looked in vain to the sky for signs of the flying machines they had heard 
so much about . 

The day beforo the Meet opened, the follov-ring Dircraft had arrived , of which 
none but Kearny's had flown: t wo Curtisses, belonging to Curtiss and Willard : two 
Burgess-Curtisses, belonging to Burgess; Roets Avro: GrclH:une-~vhite's Farman ffild 
Bloriot; a second Farm3n belonging to Clifford B. Harmon: two Wrights , to be flown 
by Walter Brookins and Ralph J ohnstone for the vJrighto : 2nd the Pfitzner. Stanley 
Y. Beach ontered a Bleriot with gyroscopj_IJ st2.bili ty control, and A. ~V . Benson enter­
ed a helicopter powerod with an Lnzani engine , designed by H. Rietman. The . lighters 
bringing the English aircraft ashore wont, aground, cmd three N2VY torpedo boats 
arrived to patrol the h8rbor and pick up survivors , if anyo 

There w['..s some spor2dic flying on the opening morning, the 3rd. The English 
Bloriot W2S flown, partly to test it, &'1d partly to apPGase tho growing crowd of 
spectr.tor s ",rho wanted to seo the famous Englisrillwn fly 0 Hnrmon flew once " mld Crom­
well Dixon liJOnt up in the Harvc.rd . GrDbo.mc-\vhi te dropped some dummy bombs 0 At 3: 30 
PH the Moet opened officially: the two v~T:-r:'i ght pilots flew, and Harmon rem his 
Farman into tho creek e Augustus Post worked to reCldy his Curtiss, which h2d just 
Clrrived~ Evening Globe r eaders noted that GrC'.hame-ttvhite had met and talked with 
John Tr owbridge , th e author of liD nrius Groen ['nd Hi s Flying M[whino If: tha.t in France ~ 
BielovuciG had flown fr om P<U'is t o Bordc ,!J.ux in only seven hours , 2nd with only four 
stops: that MorDne had raised his altitude mark to 8471 fe ot: that stanting Sep:t­
ember 5, the play, "The [ .. viator", liJould open ?t the Tremont Thenter, Ifwith e. real 
r.irplane in full flight, If and thc.t in Quincy Lrthur Dw..n had managed to grow two 
15-1/211 cucumbers e 
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On 5undo.y Dixon flew his dirigible a.gain, and was censured by the Socioty for 
violating the edict of oHarvard's President Lowell th2t no H~vord activity should 
take place on the Snbbath. 115 if by divino retribution, his motor hnd quit, anywcw, 
2nd he hnd had to valvo hydrogen to get down. The following d2.Y, the 5th, Burgess 
put his plantt s facili tios ~.t Harmon I s disposnl for repairing his Farman: Kearny 
cracked his Pfitzner up ~gainst D. fence: Roe found his triplano (or, rather, the 
Socioty's triplano) tail-hea~r and under-poworod and smashed his landing gear~ Globe 
readers ~lso road that two girls" Miss Phoebe Dv.right and Miss Mc.rie Ce.mpbell, had 

. beon gi von rido s: that John Be Noisant hc.d flown fr om Pe.ris to the Crystal Pnlace 
in Eng12nd in exactly threo woeks: Md th[1ot ['. girl swimmor held finally made it from 
Charlestovm to Boston Light: end th<:t tho Crippen murder trial was starting. 

oTuesday the 6th was a slow day, but on the 7th, Grahame-Whito took off in the 
Bleriot and flow the courso ro~ound the Light in 40 min. 1-3/5 seconds, Qt an altitude 
of betvTeon 800-1000 feeto He was congr["tul8ted by Baron Rosen, the Russian ambassadol 
2nd the

O 

othor contost<:'.nts boccm1e worried. Walter Brookins flew tho slow lap in 22 
min" 8 seconds o Tho following d2Y Roo wreckod the tripl ,?no again and Grah2mo-White 
announced ho pl~ed to try the course agnin with n set of racing wings on tho 
Bloriot. While waiting, ho flew Mayor "H :)noy Fitz!l Fitzgernld on tho Ferman. Cur­
tiss wps wni ting f or n new propeller for more speod, ~nd Cromwell Dixon took off to 
fly around the State House, and got lost, flying around tho Christian Science Church 
instead, and had t8 land in BostQn's Back BaYt On Sept~mber 12, Curtiss installed 
in his plane tho engine from the Burgess type B and his new propeller, and found 
thnt Grahamo-White h~d just flown the course agnin, this time in 34 mino 1-1/5 sec. 
Curtiss thon took off himself, but the new engine f[',iled him fl Globe readers road 
that the rltitude rec ord had been sot ahead aGain by Chavez at Issy, this time to 
8792 feet, and that in war maneuvers by tho Prussian 2rmy tho side with the airship 
hRd won. Thoy were disappointed to read that Grnh['mo-White and a friond had been 
arrested for speeding (in an aut')mobile, this time). 

On the 13th, tho 12st day of the contest, a Lieutenant Fickel shot with a rifle 
at a t2rget from Willardts CurtiSS, impressed militDry observors, and gave tho Globe 
reporters s8mething to specu12to ~n. The srumo dGy Mm_no went Domocrptic, and the 
next day neliS camo th['.t the Zoppolin Lz6 h2d burned 2.t Bnden-Baden. 

In the professional class, Gr8hame-Whito won a t otal 8f $22,100: the Globe 
prize, first in tho bomb drop, first in speed (52.4 mph), first in tho get-away 
(26 111"), and seconds in altitude, distance and duration. Ralph J 'Jhnstone won $5000: 
first in landing 2.ccuracy (5'4" D.way, 1!J'ith skids), mld second in the sl")w lapo 
Walter Brookins w.)n $4250: first in altitude (4732 1), first in the slow lap (2208 
mph), sec8nd in 12nding accuracy~ Glenn Curtiss WJn $2000 for a second in speed, 
and Charles Willard won $50 f or a s8c 8nd in get-away. 

In tho ~~teur class, Clifford Harmon won $7500 f or first in speed, duration, 
the slow lap, D.r.d the bomb dr':lp . (The fact that ho won both speed and the slow Inp 
suggests the absence of competition 1) Bureoss won $250 for a second in dure.tion. 

Lotters were issued by tho H2rvnrd J..eronnuticnl Society to identify Gach type 
of aircraft and each ontering Clvi2t O)r, ns follows, nlthough the letters did not, 
far some reo.s8n, nppoar on the airpla1es themselves& 
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Demoisel le Grahame - White at T. O . 

, 

Roe Triplone Asleep 
~------------------

Hill iard 's Burgess - Curti ss 

Grahame - Wh ite 

Asher Post in a Curt iss 

A ll photos courtesy of Boston Globe Harmans wrecked Far man 



Aircraft 

A Wright 
B Curtiss 
C Farman 
D Bleriot· 
E Roe 
F Vendome 
G Antoinette biplane (?) 
H "Harvard" dirigible 
I Burgess 
K Burgess-Cm~tiss 

L Pfitzner 
M Christmas 
N Demoiselle 
o Hubbard 
P Conners 
R Rietmann helicopter 
S Wilson 

Aviators (and their aircraft) 

A Walter Brookins Or/right) 
B Ralph Johnstone (Wright) 
C Glenn Cm~tiss (Curtiss) 
D Charles F. Willard (Curtiss) 
E Didier Masson (Vendome monoplane) 
F F. de Baeder (Vendome monoplane) 
G A. V. Roe (Roe triplane) 
H Claude Grah8me-White (F3rman, Bleriot) 
I Augustus Post (Curtiss) , 
J Gardner G. Hubbard (Hubbard monoplane) 
L J oiln ~'i. Wilson (Wilson monoplane) 
M William M. Hilliard (Burgess) 
N H. A. Conners (Conners biplane) 
o J. M. Allias (?) 
P Ernest P. Lincoln (?) 
Q A. ~'i. Bens on (R ietmann helic opter ) 
R Stanley Y. Beach (Bleriot) 
S Clifford B. Harmon (Farman) . 
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T Dro w~ W. Christmas (Christmas biplane) 
W John G. Stratton (Burgess-Curtiss) 
X Horace F. Kearny (Pfitzner) 
Y Greely S. Curtis (Bleriot) 
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