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Flying boats, alvlays a minority in aviation, are the subject for this issue. While 
the glamorous reputations of UIJ\l-I were earned by the flashy fighters, the boats 
plugged along for the most part in the tedious job of coastal patrol. Unique to the 
WVJ-I period, however, was the flying boat fighter, used mainly by the Italians and 
Austrins in the Adriatic and to a limited extent by the Germans in the North Sea o 

With only a fevl exceptions,9 the boats lJ'Gro a highly standardizod class, wooden­
hulled biplanes with one or t 'l-iO en gines.9 mo stly pushers in the single-engine types, 
and wood frame v:ings cover ed with fabric. Tho flying boat was an American invontion, 
and became the only American type to koep paco Ni th Europ ean developments in the 
first half of tho War, many Curtiss designs being sold to England during that period. 

CURTISS H-12 A direct development of the 1914 Curtiss "America" , and widely used by 
U.S; and British navios, tho H-12 was originally fitt ed with 200 HP Curtiss VXX v-B 
ongines, which were replaced with the hoo tIP Liberty 1-Thon it became available late 
in 1917. (U.S. Navy photo) 

LEVY-BESSON An experimental French boat for the triplane fans. Levy built conven­
tional boats in quantity, but tried a seaplane once, as did most manufacturers of 
the timee (French Official photo copied by U4S. Navy and r ecop i ed by PMB) 

PORNIER RS-II Second of tho lo.rge boats turned out by Dornior, tho R-II was orlgJ.n­
ally a trDnotor with engines in the hull, but was converted to tho four-ungino design 
shown hero, with a pusher and a tractor engine in each of the two nacelles. structure 
was all Inotal, and upper wing rotated about bottoms of voo struts to change tho 
incidence. (Dornior photo) 

DONNET-DENHAUT Typical of severo.l French singlo-engino pushers used for ahort -(-, 
co'as'tal patrol duties. This one was used by the U. S .. NaVYG Some Amorican-built 
Curtiss HS-2L t S saH service -vu th the U. S. Navy in France but most U. S. equipmont was 
procured abroad o (U~ S~ Navy photo). 

BRANDENBURG CC A unique fighter design used in quantity by the Austrians. Power 
was a 150 HP Benz and armamcnt variod botwoon ono and two fixed machine guns in the 
nose. Most unique feature was tho arrangement of the wing struts. (Official German 
Navy photo) 

MACCHI-NIEUPORT 5 A product of the Italian Hacchi firm which had toamed up with 
Nieuport of Franco to build Niouports under liconse in addition to original Macchi 
deSigns, henco tho heavy Nieuport influence in wing design. Models 5 and 7 we re 
fighterso CUe S. Signal Corps photo) 

OERTZ SCHOONER One of the real freaks of tho war, a tandem design with conventional 
tail behind the extra wings, and engines buried in the hull. (Official Gorman Navy 
photo) 

LOHNER Typical of tho 1916 model boats used in tho Adriatic, this Lohner model was 
closely copied by Macohi with tho M~3, and could hardly bo distinguished from it. 
Most single-ongine patrol bomber boats of 'W\:v-I woro three-soaters. (Official 
Austrian photo) 
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