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happy and devout family is still another proof that homo and hobby can be shared 
successfully. 

It required two years of searching and nogotiations before suitable quarters 
were obtained for his airplanos o Aftor morc hard WJ rk, Ed opened the doors of the 
Air Museum to tho public on Saturday, January 12, 1957-- and it rained all dayl Slim 
profits from the modest entranco fees arc plowod back into rent, maintenanco, and new 
exhibits, so tho museum has mnnaged to pay its own 'tvay fr om the beginningo It is 
incorporated as a non-profit organizatione .All of this is in addition to Edts full­
time job on the outsideQ The h~rd work and the problems continuo. 

What of th e future? More nircraft are always meeded, but in particular he vroul.d 
like to get a Spitfire, and so far there is also an obvious lack of U. S. Navy planese 
A tight budget prevonts h:i1n from obtaining several desirable but expensive airpJa nes. 
Slowly, Ed hopes to restore somo of his craft to near-mint condition as he did with 
his P-12E. A fow may even bo m~de flyable in special cases e Also in the future is 
the dream of a propor permanc:nt building Hith separate r ooms for models, ordnance, 
engines, equipment, and a library adjoining the main concourse of aircraft. 

For the motion-picture producer who lldiscovors" tho Air Museum, Ed Maloney can 
provide a gold mine of information and equipment, much of it available nowhere else 
in the world. Future aviation rnovies should bo far better because of it~ For the 
relative newcomer in aviation Nho stops by to visit the Air Museum, it is an educa­
tion to be able t o soe, all at once, so many of the historical old airplanes which 
are the diroct ancostors of todayts sophisticated je t and r ocket equipment. 

For thoso of us who grew up with those kites, living with thorn a.nd loving thom, 
and sometimes being scarod half to death in thorn, it is like meoting long lost friends 
just to touch thorn once againo Somo we flGW f or fun and somo we flew for a fight, 
and some wore flown by our frionds the enomy. Walking among them brings a flood of 
nostalgic memorios, of half-forgotton names and places -- of sounds and smells, and 
we suddonly realize that time passos much too quickly. We also know very well that 
in those days we never would have talked like this or oven thought anything about ito 
We must be getting old. •• but it cortainly fult good to visit the Air Musoum. 

THE CUHTISS SOC "SEAGULL" 

by 

David Brazelton 

One of the more handsome aircraft built between the World Wars was the Curtiss 
SOC. The series started with the X03C-I of 1934, and ended 1dth the XS02C-I of 1937. 
Although some SOCts saw service in World War II, the last SOC-4'8 were built prior to 
1940 and were rapidly being replaced by the S03C and Vought OS2U at the outbreak of 
war. 

The role of the SOC was Battleship Observation and Cruiser Scouting, or "the 
eyes of the fleet" 0 To accomplish this it was fitted for either wheels or floats, a 
configuration known officially as Ilconvertable". Its normal operation was on floats, 
being catapulted for take-off and recovered from the sea by hoist upon landing. 

(Continued on page 193) 
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Curtiss X03C-l (Modified) u. S. Navy 

SOC-l ',. T. Larkins SOC-2 4. T. Larkins 

SOC-3 ' ... T. Lar!< ins soc-4 

XS02C-l National. Archives ';. A. F. SON-l H. T. Larkins 
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