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Airplanes preserved in museums are usually of two general types, allied warplanes 
or famous civil aircraft. Genuine military aircraft from the ItGolden Age of Flight" 
years -- about 1927 thru the ninteen-thirties, however, are rare indeed, and enemy 
warplanes of World War II are equally scarce. That some are not extinct altogether 
is due mainly to the untiring efforts and determination of MRS member Edward T. 
Maloney of Claremont, California. (See his introduction: Vol 1, No 2, page 60) 

Whore in tho world can the serious stUdent of aeronautical engineering or histo­
ry see in a glance the evolution of singlo-seater biplanes spanning almost forty 
years? Or oxamino throe generations of combat fighter aircraft representing four 
nations? Compare pioneer German and American progress in jet propulsion during World 
War II? Or in~pect four different Japanese combat, aircraft? Or find the last remai­
ning example of a flying wing? Only at the Air Museum can you find all these, and 
more. 

The Air Museum is located about thirty milos or so east of Los bngoles on the 
northside of Foothill Boulevard (U.S. Route 66), close by tho little Cable-Claremont 
Airport, in Southern California c The mailing address is 1625 North Mills Avenue, 
Claremont, California. It is believed to bo the only privately owned museum in the 
world now open and known to feature airplanos and aeronautical exhibits exclusively, 
and probably its only competition is the U.S e gogernmont-oporated Air Force Museum 
at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio (soe Vol 1, page lll)e Many other museum 
aircraft can be found listed in various issues of the AAHS Journal. 

It all started with an air-minded soven~year-old lad who loved to collect any­
thing that had to do with military airplanes, especially historical or combat types. 
Countless thousands of boys have had the samo general idea, including this writer 
some thirty ·years ago, but only Ed Maloney persovered and made his vision payoff. 
Thero were tho inovitable model-building activities of course -- over two hundred are 
now on display, and he also collected thousands of photographs and technical publica­
tions. 

In 1945 General Henry H. "Hap" Arnold, concerned with the historical blindnoss 
of civilians and the military alike, started a "Save One of Each fl movement which 
developed into the present U.S. Air Force Museum mentioned above. This concept made 
a lasting impression on Edward Maloney, now in high school, and goneratod a new 
dream. Then came the spark: he acquired, appropriately enough, a spark-plug from a 
Japancse II Zero" • Who could imagine he would soon have several complete Zero fightorsl 

Shortly after tho end of World War II, Ed was looking around junk piles of scrap 
metal and discovered a rare Japanese rockot interceptor just ready to be cut up and 
melted down o He purchased it for its scrap metal value, carted home the pieces, and 
identified it as a Mitsubishi J8M-l "Shusuitl , c/n 403, pattorned after tho Gorman 
Messerschmitt Me 163-B IIKomet ll • Only threo had been built in Japan experimentally 
and this is now tho last one in existanco. His museum-to-be had its first piece of 



real hardware" It ellso provide d one of tho first of many little problems and head­
aches: nn inquisitivo tax assessor noticed the canvas-coverod fuselage behind his 
garage and demanded t o know the vnlue of his Chris-Craft speed b oatJ Not all of his 
problems havo been so humorous or s o easily rosolved, however. Ed Maloney! s bat t l e s 
continuo 3.gninst indiff fJ r enc o, rod-tapo ., and carol e ssness, and his own l ack of f unds, 

Now thorougr.tly al ert t o the situations Ed lcnpt his eye s a nd oars op on -- 3.1ways 
s ocking" a l wo.ys askinge He was s :) on r evrarded wit h r eports of a dusty biplane i n an 
old warehousor. 1'his l·ms a r eal treasure, a World Wnr I F:; .... ench Hanriot HD-l singlo­
seat scout:; c/n 1398, vlith a 130 he p . Clergot 9B r ot ary engine , It was c apt. Charles 
Ntmgcssor l 0 0 1t.'l1 pe:c'sonal fighter pIqn e , complote vIi th tvJO Vickers .303 machine guns 0 

Tho Hanriot HD - l was flown mostly by Bolgi9~s and Italians although some other allied 
countrie s did usc thenl t o a lesser extent, and it is inter esting t o note that the very 
first U. S~ Navy fi ghter of any description wa s also a Hanriot HD-l. This French 
fi ghter was contemporary with the more famous Niouport 17 e Hal oney IS Hanriot bip l ane 
once carried the U~ So civil r ogistration 5934~ having beon flown f or Hollywood movies 
during the late 1920' SG Captain Nungesser's frunous skull-and-crossbone s insignia 
t ogethe r with a coffin and t wo candles, al l within a black heart, nre on both sides of 
the fuselage,) It is all silver) vii th original Fronch insignia on uings and rudder. 

Dusty old r elics in obscUTe barns wer e getting hard t o find even then, but scrap 
metal salvago yards provided a bonanza shortly after the end of World v\iar lIs In 
such a place Ed f ound tho fus elage of a Jap an eso r ocket-powered flying bemb 9 t h e Fuji 
Oka 11; cln 1049Q (Oka, liko sakura ,9 means "chorry blosscmll in Japanese.) Tho f usolag( 
still bears its original serial 1-18 indicating tho eighteenth a~rcraft of the 1st 
Special Attack CorpsJ Japaneso call od them "Kamikazo ll or Divine Storm, while war-
time Americans mixod the two l angua ges and called them II Baka Bombs li or f oo lish bombs 
(seo Zero by Mo Okmniya cmd Caiden, p 250 ff) (") After Ed had f ound the f uselage he 
searched fu~ther a nd finnlly uncoverod its vrlngs and twin tail. Such discoveries 
certainly require p ersoverance but in addition Ed has the practiced eye s tha~ can sp ot 
small r ecognit.ion f eatures a s well a s the mechanical ability to rebuild airframes" 

Possibly quite a number of airmen had gl anced at the old fusel age rotting away 
beh~_nd a tochnical school wi thout gi.ving it a thou ght, but "trIh en Ed Mal oney discovered 
it he immodiat ely visualized the grand old Army P-12 of an almost for gotten era for 
most flyersc lrThey don " c, hardly come like that no mor e J l1 It wasn't, ea sy to l oce:te 
the remaining piece s) and one or t wo parts D.re still missing" No on e dreamed that he 
would ever find a sp eed - ring c owling but ye3rs l a t er,? in anot.her state, he did ') This 
particular biplane is a Boe illg P-12E,? AC 32-17s cln 1512 . It IQover carried a civil 
r egistration o He complet ely di.sas sell~b.l(ld it, clortned t.nd painted or pla t ed evory part; 
and rebuilt it· a s oction at a time (see phot o and da ta, Vol 1, pp 13h-135, 160 ) .. It is 
now in its originnl colors: olive-drab fus olago and chrome-yellow wings, to ge ther 
with its first organizational insignia~ the kicking mule of the f amous 95th Pursuit 
Squadron, then B.t Harch Field! California (\ 

Somewhere in tho easte~n United Stat es, Ed next l ocated a 1945 Japanese Army 
fighter in good condition but vJai ting t o bo sc:rappod, and he h ad it shipped out to the 
Air Museum at considerable exp enso e It was n Nakajima Ki.o84 "Hayatolt (Allied code : 
ItFrank lt ), comple te with a 1970 hape (soa-lavel take-off p ower) Nakajima Hall 45/21 
eighteen-cylinder radial Gngino dove1 0ping 2050 h opo in war omergency pO~TOr at 2500 
fo et, and sVJi,nging a f our-bladed, con.stant.-spoe d!) electrical propellore Its Japanos e 
number was c/n 11+46.? and this was conti nued when tho U. S. Navy assigned to it Eu Aero 
Number 1446~ The U. So Army Air Force once flew a captured Frank at 427 m~poho at 
20,000 f eeto Ed Maloney has c ompletely disassembled his Hayate with great care, and 



is carefully restoring it at present" A f01'1 oxperienced and faithful frionds arc 
helping, and this writer haq tho pl'iv-ilogo of joining in vIi th tho thrilling work/! 
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The-historic II Zoro!! fightur of the Imperial Japaneso Navy is represented by two 
Mi.tsubishi A6M-5 "Z0ko .5211 fighters which woro also rescued from scrap salvage dumps. 
The aft fuselQge and tnil section of one has been reassemcled and -repainted, and still 
retains its orifSin:J.l numbur 61 .• 120, but restoration vf tho remainder of this Zero is 
being hold in abey~nce until work -on tho Hnyato is completed, among other projects o 

Thfus pa-rticular Hitsubir-:hi A6M-5 "Zeko 52", cln 5357, has an interesting hj.storyc 
The squadron marking cede 61-120 indicatos that it is the ~20th aircraft assignod -to 
tho 261st Corps,1 although tho first figure 2 has beon omitted to conceal tho idGnt.i~y 
of the organi.zation~ This Has ono- of two Navy Zcke 52' s captured in flying condition 
on Asi1ito Airfield!) Saipan in July 1944, and was later fl own by many American pilotso 

The soc~nd _ Mitsubishi A6M-5 Zcke 52, cln 82020, with the carrier code HK-I02, is 
in such poor condition that it is used as an outside advertisement for the Air Muse~. 
11110 separate nO"ltTSpaper articles in the December 8, 1957 issuo of the Nichi Boi Tinies;; 
1375 Eddy Streot, San FrQncisco 15, apparently refer t o both of those Zeros in ~n 
incomplete reviow of existing Japanese warplaneso 

The last romaining Northrop ' flying wing was obtained fr om the USAF after it had 
been rejected by government museums o This is the Northrop N-9M- B, tho last of four 
single-seat flying scale-models used t o test Ci,1fd eVCi,luo.te fli gh t characteristics _of 
the large Northrop XB-35 beforo a flying .... w.i..ng bomber ever flow. Anyono knowing the 
constructor's number or other serial of this N-9N-B is urgod to notify Ed--Maloney. 
This small research aircra ft is pOvJered by two experimental and practically unk:t:lewn 
8-cylinder horizontnlly-opposed Franklin xo-54o-7 ongines rated something in excess 
of 350 hopo although their 8xact ,powor is not known o It is int(;; resting to cgmparo 
this flying vJing with photos 0 fold X-216H of 1929, Jack Northrop t s first "wing". 

Ed towed his flyin g wing behind ~ h o.lf-ton pick-up truck from tho Nor-ton Air 
Force Base, San Bernardino, and both wing stubs just barely rubbed each side of the 
main gate as they carefully eased it thru. His wifo f ollowed closo behind to protect 
the trniling aircraft from other cars on tho long driVG horne o Just as this caravan 
approached a bridgo, the l~shing used to secure one of the pusher propellers broke 
loose~ At about 30 m.p~ho tho propoller windmillod perfectly, missing overy -st.eel 
girder along the bridge. Louise Malone~-followod in horror hardly daring to breathe o 

There was a loud twang as the last slant.ing steal, boam just nicked the edgo of the 
propeller tip, but fortunately the d.1ll1age v-J~ S slight .. 

Frcm an aeronautical trado school that was closing up and gc ing out of business, 
Ed was_ able to purchase ono of the pioneer oporational j e t fi ghters of the world; a 
Messerschmitt Me 262-A which had been captured from tho- Gorman Luftwaffe at tho end of 
1~orld Har 110 Tho USL.F Evaluation- sorial l JaS FE-40l2. This idontical airpl ano -had ' 
experionced another poriod of excitement in 1948 whon the Us.!~F had aksed the Hugho's _ 
Aircraft Coo o f Culver City to modify and clean up this particular Me 262-11. for flight 
evaluation tests against contomporary American jet aircraft o At that time (1948) -the 
original basic design of this twin-j et Mcsserschmitt ' was already t.cn -ye2.rs old~ 

From tho smno defunct trade school, Ed also purchased four standard examples of 
GUX' wartime army fightors, but same romain in storago waiting for- tho time ~vhen moro 
display sp ~-co is avai1a~le, a r eal ~)roblem oven for big museum.s o 
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These four are: 

Curtiss P-40N-30-CU 1'Jarhawk AF 42-7369 (NX2l549) 
Repub1ic~~ P-47G-15-CU Thundorbolt AF 42-25234 
North American ' P-5lA-lO-NA Mustang II AF 43-6251 
Bell p-63A-7-BE Kingcobra AF 42-69080 (NX32750) 

Allison V-1710-99 
P & W R-2800-21 

Allison V-17l0-8l 
Allison V-17l0-93 

Noto that the Republic p-47G-15-CU WQS built by Curtiss in Buffalo, New York. 
Tho P-SlA-l0-NA boars the North iDnerican factory designation NA-99, and c/n 99-22354. 
Tho pilot 1 s door is missing from the p-63A Kingcobra, and Ed would be very grateful 
if someone would donate a door. In fact, any parts or pieces of any aircraft are 
always welcomec Anything aeronautical may be of value; don1t throw it away -- offer 
it to the Air Musouml Pilotts handbooks and maintenance manuals are especially 
needed. 

The Air Museum 1 s Ifoldest" aircraft was actually constructed hardly five years 
ago, a beautiful replica of the 1896 Chanute hang-glider biplane. It had been stored 
in a garage that leaked with ever,y rain, but it is now on display in the museum. In 
the late summer of 1957 tho USAF temporarily borrowed and transported it in a big 
C-124 G10bemaster II to tho air show at Androws Air Force Base near Washington, D.C. 

The next airplane acquired in point of time is, like its P-12E predecessor, 
another rare example of that wonderful golden age of flight. This is a Booing p-26A, 
AC 33-123, powored by a 600 h.p. P&W R-1340-27 "Wasp SE". It was originally deliver­
ed on June 26, 1934 to the 27th Pursuit Squadron of the 1st Pursuit Group at Selfridge 
Field, Michigan. It carried tho squadron number 23 on its fin, and ~ras assignod to 
Lt. Thayer S. Olds, tho 27th Squadron operations officer. This typo was the pioneer 
American mohoplane fighter to go into production and' operational service. A very few 
may yet r emain in the southern Amoricas or elsewhere, probably in very questionable 
condition, and it is to Ed Maloneyts everlasting credit that he was the first to bring 
one back to the states and immediately make it availablo f or permanont public inspec­
tion. Perhaps the big Air- Force Museum, the ' Boeing Airplane Company, or others may 
have another p-26A shippod hemo, perhaps not, but Edts Air Museum is the first. It 
was deliverod as deck cargo on a ship in the early summer of 1957 at really great 
personal expense, and also involving much time and soemingly endless red tape~ 

Civil aircraft aro represented by two experimental ultra-light private planes, 
both built by Ray Stits of nearby Riversido, California. One is the stits SA-l 
"Jill1ior", cln 1, registration Nl293, a low-wing single-seater with an overall wing 
span of but 8 feet 10 inches, and mounting a Continental c-85 engino. The other is ­
the Stits SA-8 "Skeeto", cln 301, registration N6048C, a single-seat parasol monoplane 
weighing only 260 pounds , less pilot. It had a 25 h.p. Evinrude outboard boat motore 

From tho USAF, Ed next obtained a North American F-51D-30-NT "Mustang IVII model 
NA-124, AF 45-11582, cln 124-48335, with a 1590 h.p. Packard-built Rolls-Royce 
V-1650-7 "Merlin 69 11 liquid-cooled V-12 engine. The writer had the pleasure of fly­
ing this magnificent fighter on its ferry fli Ght from Sacramento to the small Cable­
Claremont Airport near the Air Museum on 6 November 1957. at which time it carried 
the experimental civil registration N544lV. This has since boen removed, however, and 
the F-5lD1S colors and insignia are being restorod to its latest USAF configuration. 

Early in 1958, Ed was able to get a little red Culver NR-D Single-seat aerial 
target drone, cln N-2774. It was Air F8rco model PQ-l4A, AF 45-59042 or U. S. Navy 
TD2C-l serial 120262. It has a 155 h.p. Franklin 0-300-11 six-cylinder engine. 
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Then in March 1958, Ed purchased from a technical college a historic aircraft of 
our modern age; this is one of the very feTtT remaining examples of the first jet ever 
to fly in America. It is the Bell YP.-59A IIAiracomet", AF 42-108773. Its factory 
de~i gnation 'is 'Bell' model 27", c/n 27 -10, and it is powered by two Whittle-type primi­
tive reverse-flow General Elebtric I-16 (J-31-1) aircraft gas turbines for jet propul­
sion. To 'make it even more iriteresting, this particular jot fighter has been modified 
w.t..tli. . an extra cockpit in the nose for an observer or passenger. Were this airplane 
fiyable, that 'seat can provide a thrilling flight, as this -writer discovered in the 
third XP-59A similarly modified, just after World War II. 

By the time this is publi sm d p erhap s the Air Museum will havo even morc old or 
historic airplan6s~ At the ·timo this article is being completed the end of April 
1958 there is same hope of obtaining three U. 8. Navy Grummans: an F6F-5 Hellcat, an 
F8F-2 Bearcat, and a TBM-3S2 Avenger. Ed is constantly trying to obtain more oquip­
ment, so probably this article will havo to bo supplomented at a later date. 

In addition to the engines installed in each aircraft, the museum also displ~s a 
90 h.p. Curtiss ox-5 (the type around which pioneer airmen have organized a world-wide 
club), a 110 h.p. 1e Rhone 9J-B rotary, a 180 h.p. r1e~cedos as used in the Fokkor D-7, 
a 300 h.p. Monasco C68-5 suc~ as powered small racers, and several other aero-engines. 

There is a propeller from a Liberty-powerod DH-4, the ~~iterls ox-5 prop for a 
Curti'ss JN4D, and a 1923-1925 Curtiss-Reod bent metal propeller, among many others. 
In addition there are numerous exhibits of aircrnft equipment and parts, two rudders 
from Douglas 0-38 biplanes, a Niouport 28 ailoron, pilot ts wings, insignia, uniforms, 
flying clothing including a German flight suit, and literally scores of other items. 

The ordnance section has ronny machine guns, some bombs, and even rocket missiles. 
The aircraft machine guns include 0303 Vickers, .30, .50, and experimental .60 calibre 
Brownings, and Japanese 7.7 rom (near .50 cal) machine guns. Thore are both American 
and Japanese 20 ITnnJ and Gennan 30 rom aircraft cannons. Many 0 f ~hese ,are installed 
on their aircraft. The writer gave Ed his 100-pound steel aerial bomb of World War I 
vintage, then Malonoy found a mate for it ,ind they may be slung under the Boeing P-12E 
if proper bomb-racks can be acquiredo From World War II there are several 100~pound 
sand-filled "BlUe Devil" practice bombs, and two massive casings for lOOO-pound bombs. 
Rocket missi+es are reprosented by a 2.75-inch Scar, a Mighty Mouse, Loki, Holy Moses, 
and others. Jano f s II Aircraftll 1957 -58 describes the Loki as a II apin-stabilized 
barrage type anti-aircraft unguided rocket, based on German Taifun". 

From the very beginning, storage space has always been a difficult problem. Even 
after the present t~)orary museum building bocame available, space romains second 
only to finances as the most critical and limiting faotor o ' For somo time, dismantled 
aircraft were scattered about in rented garagos and rolatives. back lots~ At ono 
period the Northrop wing and ono Zero were on tho Maloney's front lawn, the Shusui and 
P-12 . in the b?-ck yard, while the Hanriot shared .the family garage with the Kamikaze 
bomb. Other planes have beon parked among tho trees at ti1e edge of an orange grovo o 

Final~ the Maloneys ~ad to movo to a ~arger house! 

Visiting Ed and his charming wife Louise during those difficult days was always a 
lesson in gracious living, and it remains so to this daYe While it is obviously true 
that without Ed's drive and determination, many of these planes would not have boen 
savo~, it is equally true that his wife's loving patience, understanding, and activo 
help were also vitally necessar,y. We who thrill to the Air Museum also owe a debt of 
gratitude to Louis~ Maloney. Together with ~~ir young son and two daughters; this 
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happy and devout family is still another proof that homo and hobby can be shared 
successfully. 

It required two years of searching and nogotiations before suitable quarters 
were obtained for his airplanos o Aftor morc hard WJ rk, Ed opened the doors of the 
Air Museum to tho public on Saturday, January 12, 1957-- and it rained all dayl Slim 
profits from the modest entranco fees arc plowod back into rent, maintenanco, and new 
exhibits, so tho museum has mnnaged to pay its own 'tvay fr om the beginningo It is 
incorporated as a non-profit organizatione .All of this is in addition to Edts full­
time job on the outsideQ The h~rd work and the problems continuo. 

What of th e future? More nircraft are always meeded, but in particular he vroul.d 
like to get a Spitfire, and so far there is also an obvious lack of U. S. Navy planese 
A tight budget prevonts h:i1n from obtaining several desirable but expensive airpJa nes. 
Slowly, Ed hopes to restore somo of his craft to near-mint condition as he did with 
his P-12E. A fow may even bo m~de flyable in special cases e Also in the future is 
the dream of a propor permanc:nt building Hith separate r ooms for models, ordnance, 
engines, equipment, and a library adjoining the main concourse of aircraft. 

For the motion-picture producer who lldiscovors" tho Air Museum, Ed Maloney can 
provide a gold mine of information and equipment, much of it available nowhere else 
in the world. Future aviation rnovies should bo far better because of it~ For the 
relative newcomer in aviation Nho stops by to visit the Air Museum, it is an educa­
tion to be able t o soe, all at once, so many of the historical old airplanes which 
are the diroct ancostors of todayts sophisticated je t and r ocket equipment. 

For thoso of us who grew up with those kites, living with thorn a.nd loving thom, 
and sometimes being scarod half to death in thorn, it is like meoting long lost friends 
just to touch thorn once againo Somo we flGW f or fun and somo we flew for a fight, 
and some wore flown by our frionds the enomy. Walking among them brings a flood of 
nostalgic memorios, of half-forgotton names and places -- of sounds and smells, and 
we suddonly realize that time passos much too quickly. We also know very well that 
in those days we never would have talked like this or oven thought anything about ito 
We must be getting old. •• but it cortainly fult good to visit the Air Musoum. 

THE CUHTISS SOC "SEAGULL" 

by 

David Brazelton 

One of the more handsome aircraft built between the World Wars was the Curtiss 
SOC. The series started with the X03C-I of 1934, and ended 1dth the XS02C-I of 1937. 
Although some SOCts saw service in World War II, the last SOC-4'8 were built prior to 
1940 and were rapidly being replaced by the S03C and Vought OS2U at the outbreak of 
war. 

The role of the SOC was Battleship Observation and Cruiser Scouting, or "the 
eyes of the fleet" 0 To accomplish this it was fitted for either wheels or floats, a 
configuration known officially as Ilconvertable". Its normal operation was on floats, 
being catapulted for take-off and recovered from the sea by hoist upon landing. 

(Continued on page 193) 




