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THE NAVY'S TIGHT BOMBING WING

by

William A. Riley Jr.

The increasing importance of dive bombing, as demonsirated by the Marines in
Nicaragua in 1927, led to the establishment of the Light Bombing Wing on 1 July,
1928+ Two of the Navy's four fighting squadrons were redesigneted at this time:
Fighting TFive, one of the newest squadrons, became Light Bombing One and Fighting
Six, the oldest unit in naval air, became Light Eombing Two, Othcr than the change
in names there was little difference in the day-to=day operations of the *wo units,
Both continued to utilize fighter-type aircraft and remained an integral part of
Aircraft Squadrons; Bettle Fleet,

With its history dating from the Air Detachment, Pecific Flect in 1919, Light
Bombing Two had pioncered many of the techniques that were standard procedures in
the middle '20s. In 1921, as Combat Squadron Threc, it was equipped with Loening
M-80 monoplanc fighters - a type with a well descrved reputation for being dangerous
to handle, Vought VE-7s were reccived in 1922, when LT Frank Wecad was serving his
first tour of duty as commanding officer. The squadron was redesignated Fighting
Squadron Two in March of 1923. During these early years the unit was based at the
Navel Air Station, San Diego, but served btrief tours of duty aboord bettleships
spotting for longw-range battle prcctices In April, 1924, under the commend of LCIR
V«B: Chase, VF=2 hnd the honor of being thc first squadron to qualify aboerd the
Navy's first carricr, the U.S.S. LANGLEY,

Re-cquipped with Vought UO-1s, the squadron cruised to Hawnii in 1925 aboard
the U.5.5. LANGLEY and to Panama in 1926, "Spig" Weod, now o LCDR, again assumed
command in July, 1925 and scrved until April, 1926. Forced to retire from the Navy
because of a scrious injury, hc found his way to Hollywood end became famous as the
author of many movie scripts, most of them based on some phasc of aviation. The
story of his life was rccently filmed as "Wings of Eagles." Some of the more well
known of his scripts ere: '"Dirigible,' "Divc Bombor,!" "Hell Divers," "Test Pilot,!
"Cciling Zero," and "They Were Expendables! Most of these films have been shown on
television in the past fow years, giving the aviarion historian an opportunity to
view o varicty of old-time aircraft,.

In 1926 and 1927, Fighting Two operatced mixed equipment - Boeing FB-ls and
Curtiss FéCs, During this time the squadron insignia was a shield over crossed
machine guns with conventional r-w-b. toil stripcs being useds In the latter pert
of 1926, VF-2 began training enlisted mcn as aviation pilots end on 1 Jenuery, 1927
the unit was designeted an enlisted meon's squadron., All pilots, planes and equip-
ment, including thc insignia, were trensferrcd to form Fighting Squadron Sixe Boeing
FB=5s werc received in 1927 ~nd 2 photo of No, A=7123, presumably ot the 1927
Netional Air Races in Spokane, shows the sircraft bearing the shield insignia but
with solid white tail swfaces, "6-F-1L" appcars on the fuselage side as well as on
the under side of the lower left wing,

In "The Sky's The Limit" D, W, "Tommy" Tomlinson, then Lieutcnant, USN, tells
of his embarressment ot the ineffectual performence of the Navy pilots at the 1927
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Spokane NAR, The Lrmy's "Threc Musketeers" - Willians., Woodring and Cornelious =
were the stars of the show, performing formation ssrchatics thet made them famouss
Upon assuming command of Fighting Six in April, 1528, Tomlinson instituted an intene
sive training program covering aerobatics. Replacement of the FE~5s with Boeing
FZB-1s provided an aircraft far more suitable for aerctotics nnd the squadron soon
becane famous for its precicion in all types of flving.

Sometine ‘n 1927 the now famous "Crazy Kat" was odopted as the squadronts insige
niae Upon return from the Hewaii cruise of 1926, on 1 July, the unit became Light
Bombing Squacdion Two, Chosen to represent the Navy at thc 1928 Netional Air Races
in Los Angeles the squadron presented one of the first pudlic demonstrations of dive
bombings Meanwhile, Tomlinscn, with "Putt" Storrs snd Bill Davis -s his wing men,
led the '"Three ScoHewks" in low-altitude aerobatics that at least cqualed, it not
surpassed, the Army's "Thrce llusketecers," The only Navy casualty during the Races
occurred when LT George H, Hasselman was injured in o crash during the 60 mile
squadron race, It was at thc 1928 Races that the Boeing ¥FiB-1 madc its first public
appearance ; winning the free-foregll pursuit race, with LT T. P. Jecter ot the con-
“trols,

In letc 1928, Bocing F3B-1s were received by the squedron and were retsined
until the middle of 1931; being flown for ncarly three years with cnly one major
overhaul. On 1 July, 1930 thc squadron's dosignation rcverted to Fighting Six,
Boeing FLB~2s replaccd the tired F3R-1ls in 1931 and, cbout the same time, LCTR M. B,
Gardner assuwned commend of thc squadron, He was rcliecved by LCIR R. L. Ofstic in ’
1933, the yecar thet VF=6 rcpresented the Nevy at the National 4ir Races at Cleveland,
Both rfriccre, as did Storrs and Davis, went on to achieve flag rank and important
commands in Worid War II ond aftervards.

The sturdy FLB-2 wes replzced by the "dash four' in 1923) and the squadron had
settlcd down es a permanent member of the SARATOGAL Alr Groups. The stubby Grummen
F3F-1 was reccived in 1936 ond on 1 july, 1937 the squadron was again redesignated,
becoming Fighting Threc. This change was made so that cach of the four squadreons
eboard cach corrier would bear the same number as the carrierfs hull numbcre One of
the first units to opercte low-wing fighters aboard carriers, Fighting Threc wes
essigned Brewster F2A-l aircraft in 1929, During 1939 end 1940 the sguedron operated
mixed equipment; the Browsters and the older Grumsn biplanes, Grumman FLF-3s werc
rceeived in 1941, bearing the dull gray "werpaint!" that had replaced the bright
peacetime color schemes, end were the aircraft with which VF-3 entercd WW-IT,

Light Bombing Cne, a mcerc upsteort compearcd to Light Bombing Two, begen its
cereer ¢t San Diego on 3 Januery 1927 as Fighting Squadron Five, under the command
of LCIR 0,Bs Hardison, Early in its history the unit edopted as its insignia a
boar's head over a shicld of royal bluec creossed by o bolt of red lightning. It was
only natursl that the saquadron should become known as the 'Red Rippers,!" a nickname
thet has continued through numerous redesignotions,

Initinl cquipment of VF=5 was the Curtiss F6C=-2 which was still teing used when
the squadron become Light Bombing Sguadron One on 1 July 1928, LA not—to-common
photo, dated 8 October 1928, shows Noo A-TlLL on twin floabts, bcering "1-B-10" on
the fuscleges This same aircraft, designated FEC-6, cquipped with 2 modified cool-
ing eystem and "pents® on the landing gear, wes flown to fourth place in the free-
for-c1l event in the 1929 Netionel dir Races ot Cluveland by LT Jd.Jd. Clarke

Bucing FLB-1s were received in 1929, when LCDR J.H. Cheopmen was in commend of
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the squadron, 4 well publicizcd photo showm No, £-8153 making a touch-and-go land-
ing on a carrier, The aircraft crrries f1nll morkings; "1-B-7" with fuselage band,
insignia end r-w-b rudder stripes. LT David Rittenhouse, & famous Novy racing pilot,
wes in command of the squadron in 1930, when, on 1 July, it reverted to its former
designetion of Fighting Squadron Five. During the ycar, blue was 2dopted 25 the

tail coleor of thoe unite (Wote the photo of £~F-18 on page 162, ALHS Journal, third
quarter, 1957.)

Boeing FlB=2s were assigned in 1932 and werc repleced in 1934 by the first of
Grumman's long linc of Nevy fighter esircraft, the two-plece FF-l, Equipped with
retractable landing gear and enclouscd ccckpits, the Wright-powcred FF-1 quickly
beecame a favorite with Navy pilots. Survivors of the originnl 27 aircraft were mod-
ified to provide dual controls in the rear cockpit end, with cther changes, werc res=
designated FF-2s ond assigned to Naval Lir Reserve units. [ smell number cf these
scrved the RCAF as the Goblin I aft.r rebuilding by the Canadian Cer and Foundry Cos

During most of this perind VF~5 oncrated from the U.S.S. LEXINGTCON, participate
ing in the annuel cruises ond earning o rcputation as a "hot" fighter outfit., Grum-
menn F3F~1ls were reccived in 1936 and, on 1 July 1937 in the generel redesignation
and rcassignment that preveiled, the squadron was renumbered and transferrcde Now
known as Fighting Squadron Four and oboerd the U.S.S. RINGER, with thet carrier's
willow green os its teil color, »nly the familisr boar's head served to identify the
old "Red Ripper" outfit., /L furthcr re-equipping and redisignation was to occur
prior to the opening of nostilitics, howevere Grummen FLF-3s werc recicved in 1941
end the squadron's designation cheanged to Fighting Squadrin Forty-One.

The new equipment errived early cnough to carry full pcacetime merkings, plus
neutrelity stare. An interesting photo, merking-wise, apnerrs in thc Jenuary 1942,
issue of Flying, Apparcntly photographed at the factory, the unit designation scems
to have been applied in enticipation of the renumbering that wes to occur. A space
for a second diget has been left, the marking appcaring as: "L ~F-L" instead of
yFalie" The aircraft could, of course, be scheduled for essigmment to Fighting
Forty~Two instead of Fighting Forty-Onc,

The Navy's Light Bombing Wing was only onc of meny crgenizational designations
to appeer and disappear during the "peacetime'" hist-ry of navel air. Mainly, it
merked the acceptance of dive bombing and pointcd the wey to widespread usc of this
weapons technique in World Wer II,.

BRITISH PLASTIC XKITS

I have been buying some British plastic aircraft kits from San Diego and am
very pleased with the results. Purhaps other members would like to know about this
source and the itcms availablc.

Kits that particularly interested me arc the Gloster "Gladiator!, Hawker "Tury",
Bristol "3ulldog", Faircy "Swordfish", Avro 50LK, Supcrmarine "Walrus', D.H. Tigoer
Moth, and the usual World War I itcms. The kits arc all 3" scale, ard sell for
$1.50 cach, except for the Swordfish and Walrus which arc $3.00. Writc to Mre JoN,
Townsley, 3961D Park Blvd., San Dicgo, California, D.B. Gresham





