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1Vo contrasting incidenis of L957 dranatize the role of the private collector ln
the preservation of the cultur e of eivilization. One was the publication of an
exhaustive reference book about a famous airpl:ure and the other was the senselesg
destruction of a valuable group of negatives (publie property) covering American
aviation historyo We will deseribe the latter first.

Mc0ook Field was estabh-shcd in late 1917 by thc Air Servj-ce as its central
engineering departmcnt. To it uere brought sa:rrples of the 3ritish and French air-
craft recon::nended by the Bolling Conmittee for production in the United Statesr as
at that time r'ie lacked up to date combat ty1.res. Later came prototypes of ou.r otrn
manufacture for study; and endless variety of equipment and atmament to be developeie
and also captured enerny aircraft for evaluation. And there cane the nen like Doo1ii;-
tle, Arnold, Irlaughan, Eaker, Spaatz and othcrs tho riere later to rnake history of fhe
Air Force.

Through the years MeOook Field, later Wright F"ield, reinained one of the lvorldle
rrajor eenters of acroniutical developnent. Thc; requirenents for ec.,nbat iiilcrlft
were born heree nurtured through specif:-cation, developr,rent, prototyper ser\.ricc tcstt
and final approval, along r'rith the multitude c,f propeller ty.oes, *n,lincs, iryi-ng
suits, olqfgen masks, rnachinc gun nounts and all of the paraphernalia cf contc:n1lcr1'a1'ir
military migl:t. Its very name today, The l,''lright Air Dcveloplnellr, Ccnier, is s;.rrbo1ic
of aII that air po$rer neans to this cou.ntryo

In 1917 thcrc also bcgan the Sti]I Photo Section at McCook Ficl.l, rnd wi',,h it
the taking of pictrres of thcse dcvelopm.;nts, these machines and thesc mcn. lts phot,c-
graplrcrs l^rere mcn skillcd in tiieir -r.'orkq 0f the raany thousands of ncgatives nraJe,
rrrost wcre trwire sharptt r.nd vrel1 ccmposcd, reprascntative of thc suL',ject. Thc rir-
crafb subjects inclr-rdcd now-forgctten names; Lcwis & Vought TF.7 , Curtiss P-h, the
Lanzius, Loening M-18, Helnrich Victor Scout, Thornas l{orse MB-2, J"V. MartinrrKitt,enrr.
And those from the early days that lre now recogrisc :ts )ougias, Boeing, Lockhee'J a.nd

Che.nce Vougfrt... o. r ...There was one great trouble; those photographs n:Ce bctvieen
L9U and 1931 lrere made on nitrate base filn.

/ind beca're the victjm of relentless LureaucracyJ

In April agll Lhe Air Force conpleted the destruction of l+l+rOoO origrnal Brrrclalrl
negatives covering a1l of the tiorld llar I aircraft and later types up bo snd includ-
irrg the Sikorsky ftO-28. lrJe were adviseC that the official reason is that, "the fj-Ims
were of nitrate base and have dcteriorated to such an extent tha'u they havc no val-uerr.
Thcre are many arnoung us who can dispute the rrdcteriorationrri many have ordcred and
received pri-nts from those same negatives in r:cent |earsl and the author, for one at
least, has personally examjned these negatives as late as Jrrne 1956 and they wero
for:nd in good condition.

'de were fi:rther notified that the nesatives had been offercd to the National
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Archives and to the $nithsonian and had been rcfused. Now, this is corornendable that
they were offered to thosc two great institutions before their destnrcticn. But who
else knew about it? One Branch at I','right Air Developmcnt Center nrote this author
last Novcmber that, quoterr...exT,ietrnuly concorned abtut the report that our historical
negativcs i,iere being destroycd and j-rnmediatcJy conducted a personal- investigationo EFthe time word came to rne, houevcr, the negativcs had becn destroyed'r end quoteo The
MHS includes at least fifty men who nould have given up ti:ne, sleep and cverything
else to go to the Center and personally haul the negatives away at no cost to the
government to prcvcnt their destruction. And uould have given a conplete release
from liability to thc governnent to eliminate future claj.ns or complications.

The Ajr Force fecls that because the mastcr file of prints inras microfilrnedrthere
is no loss. Sr:ch a statcment is ludicrous to any photcgrapher; It is almost ecrtaj-n
that such rnicrofilm would bo no larger than 35rnm an'd. enlargei,Ents from theso smaLl
negatives can not ccmparc with contaet prints made from origine.I Btt x lOtrnegatives.

But this is llkely to happen again and agal-n, both in governincnt and prirrate
industry. The dcad fiLe was predicted for thc Mc0ook-lnlright Field negatives jrr Yol I
of the AAIIS Jor:rnalr page 73" (Thcir destruction r^ras a transitory thought, toc horr-
endous to consider. ) From this we must surely knor^r that no true historian can sit
back and ercpect that tho govcrnment will take adequate steps to preserve our aviation
historyo In periods of austerity governmcnt dcpartments are forced to reducc thcir
staffs, facilities, rccords and spaccr

r'i1-.'":^^ *hc dictates of economy prcvcnt,:rivate firms from maintaining anl- but.uAUWIDU' U

reeords essential to thcir relations with +-hc tax collcctor. To give ;/ou a t fer
instanccl; l'iorth Amcrican Aviation j-rfrcritcd, as successor cornpaqy, thc photo filcs
of Fokkcr Aircrafb Co", Iatcr Gencral Aviation Corpo, and 3crlincr-Joycc Co. Today
these filos are pared to thc barest ninjr,run a.nd stcrcC ar,ray, i-nacccssiblc to 'l,hc

historian, and a-lmost unknown to iuryonc ;n thc Company its.:'-f. iilsc_, -o;t'ic:l th,- Cu::tiss
't,;-; ^L+ ^'l ^-+ ^trvrr6rru prdrJ,u o,,, COIUnbUS I.Jas sOlC aftcr I*JII tht- nhotc filcS ti:.rCe .r,)t-urt,ng th'l
cntirc history of thc grcat Curtiss Acroplanc lrnd Motor Co, rrr-.rc bcxcC anc scnt lir;ay
to thc inaeccssibility of the Curtiss-I^Iright .:nginu plr,r:i. F\:rthcr, rvi'rt.n Ch:Li:.cc
Voug[+, noved to Dal1as, Tcxas it brought vcry ]-ittle of its photos or ot]icr rccorrls
^r .:+^ -^^r L-: ^r^..z Th +'.^+ ^nlw a fr:rrnr 1n1r..,,lcs tpo t,hr, iirn: had tO aSk paUI jiintZva IUD ydDt/ lIIbI/L/I'Ja ItI l-'-lU lt7 9trtS s IUvr v!uvrru .L€)v vr,u !rrr,! rr!!,r

for pictures of his Fl+U-3 rrOorsairrf as thc compar\y did not evr;n }rave onc in its or,rn
files I

Thr. nrim:r"rr rcason is that the avcragc corporation is not intcrcstcd in its past
history. Hardly onc j:r a thousand has any historical rccord aside from fiscal and
ta:c records. Thc casua-l cmploycc also is not irrtt-.rcstcde or if he is, past rccords
canriot be madc available to hjm. Hc.nce it falls to the private collcctor to prcscr.ru
thc books, lettcrs, photographs, brochures and aIL other aeronautica.

The other majc,rr i:rcident of L957 pointing r4p tirc rol-e of thc pri-vatc coilccr,or
was the publication of rrThe Ford Storyrt. This factual- book covcring the h-ist,ory of
tho grand and justifiably famous rrTin Gooserr was authorcd by our own cditor of thc
Journd, BilJ. Larkins, sqrportcd by a host of privatc eollectors, Its illustratiotrs,
on page after pager werc not contributed by thc govcrnment or the corporations -,.'ho

rnadc or uscd Ford Trimotors. Instcad thcy wcre labori-ous1y collectcd from the far
corners of thc earth, from privatc collectors, agcnts, pj-l-ots and photcgraphcrs th:'ough
painstaking correspondencc ovcr a span of ycars. Hcrcr on cvery pager is thc encl
product of individual initiative.
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Without thc hclp of i:rlvatc individuals wtro contributed their timc and noneJr
tomrd the preservation of such matclia.l, this recorC of thc Ford Tri-Motcr cotrld
nct havc bcc.n w-ritten. Each of these pcrsons he.vc thus made a contribution to
recorded Ancrican aviation history, and through thc magie of tho printing prcss thcir
cfforts will bs cnJoyed lry thousands in tire futunoo

the obJect of this dlscussion is now to makc clear to you, and you and you, t'trat
the valuc of yorrr collcction should not be r"ndcresti:natcd. FirstJy, donlt fool ti:at
becausc your nLgativo is not takcn with a ccrtain caJnera or is not pri-nted to an
ttassoptablert sizce that it has no worth. And do not throw away that fading photo-
graph, or that torn and ta'utcred Lrochure bccause you think it must be a vczy conmon
itom. As roe have scon, it is fo1ly to think that the govert-dn€.)nt or the company, the
airline or the library, wiIL prescrve the sarne roatcrial for you until you necd it,If
you nust discard an itsn of acronautica for reasons of disintcrest or spacer glve it
to somoone else r+ho can use it rather than destroy it for all time.

Final\y, bc on thc lookout for tire countlcss items of historical value that are
being dlseazdcd or dcstroyed cach day" This is not to say lbo a packratt, but
obsenrc that most of what is hcre tode.y will bc gonc tomorrour Througlr thc ccnbincd
systematlc efforts of thc private collectors much of Amcrica?s aviation hcritage may

be saved for futuro gr:ncrations to narvel at. This illustrates the pr:rposc of the
IAHSo Civilizations dcmonstration of crrlturo to thc f.uture obscrver i,s througb its
lalrsr customs and thc artifacts lcft behind it. To thls the iiil{S is dedicatcd.

i',NIIur,L P,IPORT OF TI{E SECRET;I|Y/TRg,SmER \h n a^-tLtutIt L/ ) |

r',s stated in thc first annual rcrort of thc Sccrctary (Vot Z Paqe 52) thc
mcnbcrship at ycar end L956 stoorl at 173. )urilg 1957 thc mcnbcrship incrcascd to
377, about cioubling in size" Onc most cncouraging fact uhich has cncrged is thl-*,
almost no onc has droppccl out. lrlc may congratulatc oursclvcs thlt this c:ntinuati-ur
of i-ntcrest boCcs r,rclL for the futurc growbh of the Scci-cty, and t'cspeaks higl:Iy of
the cffor''i;s of our Editor in presenting thc Journal cach quartcr.

During tho yca.r it bceamc appa.r'cnt that thc ennual $3,00 ducs from cacit n:clrlbci
would not continue to mcct thc erycnses of pubiication and mailing. Sincc al"l lerb"'''r
expcnded i-n composing the Journal, as',uel1 as that of addrcssing anrt cnuclopc stuff-
ing, is voluntary, we rou.Id ultj:natcly falI bchind5 ii-th only two altcrnotives, nore
dues or less Jouma-Io A sampling of thc mcmbcrship indicated that nost l^nuld plcfcr
kecpi-ng the Jor:rnal at a high numbcr of pagcs. Hcncer by :icticn of thc Board of
Directorsr th ducs ncrc jrrcreased to $5.00. Subscquent eorrespondencc flo:'n rrta:ry
mrjmbcrs lndicatcs the wisdom of this choicc; aIL arc i.n favor of thc prescnt size
and the ducs jncrcasc is arpparcntly no probleml

Thc S,:crerary/lVctrsurcr opcncd thc Jrrncricsrl,vi-ation Historical S'rciety savings
account with a chcck for $20100 from EiIl Larlcins in March. Since thcn and up ttr
I .Ianuary 1958 rcccipts totalled $1203'll-s and ocpcnditurcs lrcre $730"00, all- to the
Editor for publication cxpcnscsc As of I January thc troasury balance stood at
$h?3.5h, rcprescnting 5h advancc pay'ncnts for 1958 ducs rnd the balance in pay.ncnts
for the-1956 rcprint fundc Thc odd ccnts rcsu-lt from ovcr or underpalrment of the
$3"00 or $t"00 amount vrhcn foreign cr:rrency is convertcd to dcllars, as is thc caso
nith some countries r,rhcre shillings or francs or lira do not ccJre ou+' in even
rlollars. Jalrtcs J. Sloan, Sccrrcta:'1'/T1'ensurer
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