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Colonel G. B" Jarrett

I have gotten so nany i.nquiries about the fleet of World War I aircraft which f
once ovtned that T should tel-l the fraternlty of old airplane enthusiasts about them.
Mar5r ;'ears of collecting had been endured before I understood the siory connected,with these aircraft.

Starting in 1915 f began collecting war trophies, r^rith a pair of tr::ric butrons
sent me by a friendl then with the French Arnry at Verdun. ls ttre troops came homoin 1919 T co]-lected all the souvenirs r corlld- get, sorne by gift, others by outrightpwchase. By the mid-Twenties r had a vast corlection, ll,out igz? t was awarded a
splendid collection of machine guns from Raritan Arsenal under the Doninion Act.
Among them was a pair utrich intrigr.red me, since they seemed mates, an<i had been
modified from ground to aircraft.tlpe.

I reah-zed these were British. In the same batch were a number of other tlpesof French and U.S. pattern, These guns gave me the introduction to the technical si,jeof the Har in the Air. During the next few years I located and acquired all thevariations of nachine gr:ns whlch had been caruied into the air and. scught out aj-r-craft upon rntrich I wanted to show these guls.r how mounted, and lrow useri. Grad,uaily a
store of data and photographs was accumulated concerning the story of aeri.a]. combat.I never ceased to wonder how the intrepid. aviator mustered the courage to take hisfragile machine into the air and then throw it into violent maneuvers whiie a nachine
gun chattered around hj:n. But the machj_ne gun made air conbat possible.

In the Thjrties '[rlorld War f aircraft were easier to fjnd than they are today"
l-gltabrished my iuluserzn of World. War History on the Steel Pier. in Atlantic Clty in
1-930r rnrhere i-t remalned for ten years. In lhe sumner of 193I I acqulred a Thomas-
Morse Scout. It was flor'n in to the Atlantic City Airport, disman{Ied and re-rigged.
i-n ny display cornplete with a 19lZ Marlin machine gunc A guarC on the pier told methat Clarenee Chamberlin had operated an ai.rplane sales serviee at Hasbrouck HeightsoI.qo-t"r and learned that he had a Sopwith t'Calnelrr in a barn at Jersey City (and r;ell
nlgh blew a fuse). Vtrithj-n the week the "CarneLrr tecame a focaL point of the l{useun.
0n it were nounted thattpair of Britlsh Vickers guns I ha<i gottln from Rarj-tan
Arsenal.

later f wrote Roy Broran, in Toronto, f or permission to reflnish this rt$atnelri as
his had been at the time he shot dor.n the Germane von Richthofen. This he gave me,
Yitl_ *_ ?}!og'aphed photo of himself beside the ir0ameltr which he flew cn ttrit da;' irtApril, 19180 Since Bror,m was standing in such a manner as to partly obscure the
fuselage markings I never knew his crafb carried two vertical squadron strlpesjmmediately aft of the roundel. f found. that out for sure only rrery recently and foryears I had had but one stripe on the ttQalnelrro

With the acquisition of the rrOanelr'r a1d due to its significance in historyl f
sought a Foldcer Triplane because of von Richthofents death in one. None beingavailabls r decided to bujLd a replica. Through friend.s I secur"ec, sonie excellent
data and after several months f had, a repllca ir.iplane, finished in a fire-engine red
as von R. t s machine had been, ard nrarked FL-LOl/L7. I label.ed. it as a repJ.ici but
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tho public refirsed to beLieve me and all surnmer long T was paiching over torn out
bito of fabrj-c. It had t'rrc origi.nal Jenny wheels (actually excellent, matches for
Triplane wheeLs), a pair of genuine Spandau guns and a cowl.ing reqorked from a Thor'-'as-
Morse eowl. On1y part of the rotary engiae nas rnade, the +"hree lowor cylinders which
showed at the bottom of the cowl.. The propellor was from.a French Gnome err,gine.
Actua11y, I never liked arqr sort of replica among my genuine specimenso I ret'airlecl
the triplane for three years and then broke it r+r It had served its purpose and had
attracted much abtention.

fn the Ttrirties I had a special job 5n the motion pictrrre industry which necoss-
itatecl my being in Holl.ywood each Spring. The Iu:re of Hollyr"rood for pilots and their
Wo::ld War I Crates was always grea'b. Various epi-cs of the air, starti.ng luith
Paramountts tWlngstt in 1926 drew then to the film capiiolo 'hlingstt had featured. Di.ck
Grace, the most reokless, and yet the most realjstic flier of his day. He cracked up
several original. Slad VIIrs anC Fokker DoVIIls in thie fjrst alr thriller"

Hollprood sported an unusual charactere tooe Arigo Balbonl, who operated a
s€corrd hand parts busj-ness. To hls jur.k yard there drifted many bits and pieces of
alrcraf"i, w'Ith a tie on historyts queer antics' Tn Balbonits hallowed yarC f fotnd
the remaias of a $pad VII he had obtained flom Paramor:nt and which had been in
rrrvf1nesir, T bought it, but qrliskly shipped it to ny Museun, and during the next few
months rebuilt it irtto an excellent display piece. It was refinistred jl i:he original
colors of a famous trbench Aee, of GuynenerlsllViertx Charles'ro The original rrVieux
Chariesir still hangs after all these years in the Invalides Museum 5n Parise where i'i;
was brought' shortly after he was krlied in a,ctiono G.:lmemer had several Spaci Vflis
marked rrVieun Charlesrtl the last one m:unted a 37 rnm gurr anC in this he was kilied.
He was beiieved hit by an artlllery sheJ.I over Poe1capelle, Belgi.ura for his body r'ras
never found.

Shortly after the Spad T located a Nieuport 28, ttren in Flori-da. I went after
it ln a truck and hauled it baek to the Museumo Although complete it was in dreadfu.'!.
conditionu To it, I assigned +,he markings of Edwi.n C, rrTedrl Parsonse then living in
Hc}\n'roodo He was the on-ly nember of the Lafa.yette Escadrllle wtron I knew and he had
flom both $pads and Nieuports, alvrays silven jn coloro Eis initial.s, ECP were
located aft of the fndian head jnsignia of the Escadrill-e. His permission io paint
lt thus was readi\r gi-veno

Later I acquLred a DHh at a serap sale at Rarltan Arsenal, quite incompleteo
I'rcm 'bhen un+,iJ- L939 I obtalned b'*ts and pieces fcr it but ny reentry into active
Army serrice in 1939 prevented completicn and assenbly of it"

ftr early 1935t r,frile in Hollywoode Garland Lii:rcohr lrqy friend anC a pilot of
!-ongtime mo',rie assocj-ation for:nd a Foklcen D.WI. Since the boys out +,here lrnel'i f
wartted one badly they had a1,1 kept their treyes peeledtro Garland told na he knew of
a D"VIIe ntere i-sn as lse and how is for a mere few dollars, We went i;r hLs car to
find it out in a field. There on its nose and looking like a plIe of rubbish in need
of burning was a D"VII. The identlfication was by the tail s+"anding tn the air wj.th
its characteristlo design. I took it. Ii had once flown inrrHelits Angelsrto later
its owner had swapped the Mercedes englne for an g[J, rnodif"ring the flane accord.i-ng1y.
Then he f\rther embanassed the poor D"VII by naking it a t:ro-seatero Hls fault7
CesJ-gn had ccst, hjm his life soms d,ays prior to my furchase of itc

it took me a year to rebuLld the D.VIIo I managed to get permlss:.on tc buy
,:opiea of origrnal factcry drawings through nqr f::ends at trrlriglrt f,Le1d. While not
conplete they <iid give ne the necessary and critical dinensions, Reb'utldir:'g it lras
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THE JARFETT l.llJSEtitvl OF WORLD i{Ail i }.I/IATICN ccntFinei repLica end ori r.lirr l eircrr'ft, ani
ariralient of all t1'pes. .9hown above ere the 'plrnes on ciisplay'et'lorristolvn, 1,.j. in'19.
COL. G.ts. JARRETT, rill-rt, is now Dir':c';c,' of +-he OrCntnce l'useuL , Abcri t en, "d., coLlects
Eovies end color elides of lJdI oircrrft, THI FOKKER D.VII, 'ce1ow, less errqirre, wcs built
f rorn scratch except f or tlre fl;seL.r :e rep r irs 1f . The 'l Canelrl ws g rece.tly relrutl t bv Ned
Kensinger of Peorla, IIl., onti flown in exhi)-.itions croultd tl-re Ll .3. \.r Fr:'nic Tellrarr.
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one of my nost fascinatilg musersl jobs, and wag thrilled to see it take shape as the
nonths went along, I was realJ.v put to on this as there wae welding and sheet metaL
work as well as wood ard fabric. During the yearg of searching I found a friend jn
Karl Or-b, of York, Pa. He operated an airplane parts servloe and I was able to gei
from hi.n the materials peer:Ilar to the restoratlon Jobl and even genr:ine parts" F:rom
hlr I got the faired tubing necessary for the landing gear and strutso I managed to
match the originaL German size and shape so closely that one could not ieIL the
dLfference.

The fabric was a stickler. Gernan practice in the latter part of the War wes
to print the fabric in camouflage rattern before installationr f dyed nany yards of
fabric W hand ln ttre same pattern and then cLear doped it after covering the air
franer The effeot was nearly perfectr Tho firdstrod D.VIf was wonderful, an outsband-
ing and treasured possesion, even though only a displ"ay piece.

The next year f unearthed an Arrro 5Ohf, the tralner on which so many R.F.C. tllerl
learned to fly. I was ln very poor sfrape and I never did get to robuild it" A1so,
ttrat sane year I acquired a Spad VII and a Pfalz D.lGIc The Spad had rnar4y more
originaf pleces than the first ono that T felt I could use both to prcduce a good
oneo The PfaLz f commenced work on at onCoo It was very conplete; the engine still
had the Fokker lnterrupter gear. The prop was broken, but repalrable for displayo

The Pfalz had been in several rnovlos and stilL bore the black arrd white paint of
ttDawn Patro].tt. Thls was scrubbed offl disclosing the orlginal brownJ-sh dopo, not the
U.So oLive drab of liWlr Its fabricatlon dal,e was Novsnbor 1918 and whether this
nachine had gotten to a combat mlssion uould likely never be knowno At the t,jme f
bougfrt this one another was avallablee and was bouglrt W Buck Kennel, a Paramotxti,
property nano He was an ardent anttque plane cnthusiast and pilot, and he bought it
to rebulld and flyo Joe Aiken, a sound engineer at Fox studios ano another aviation
fanr helped Kennel as I dj-dr We got the Pfalz flyable in the Spring of 1939 and
Alken ard f filmed lt ix the air, in color. Today thls ls a treaswed fiin in rqy

collection.

Dur{.ng the suraner of 1939 I located a Jenny in North Jersey and '*as about tc go
get it ulren War again broke out in Europec The plans'rent into ttmothballsrro I dontt
know whatever happened to the Jennyc That FalI f bullt addltlonaL sheds anC racked
up the wings arrd taiL zurfaces of all of my planesr The fuselages were also hcisted
off the ground and covered. The machine guns were all groased up and stored and I
thus hoped to preserve my treasures until afber tho War wtren I night :ne day again
enjoy them.

History ard tlme jntervened and f did not see thc collection again until 19,l+6.
tleather and tfune had taken 1ts to1L; lcaks developod in the roofing and the wood and.
fabric !'ras aeverely damagcd. ft was a sad reunion. I was then in charge of the
Aberdeen Proving Ground and bought a plaoe ncar thcros The next two years were spent
ln evaluatlng the collection and deciding uhich items could be brought to Marylarrda
The Dlll+ and Spad were Bo baC then that i burnt thern. Tho Thomas-Morse Scoui and the
Avro 50LK were sold to Thompson Products Co. of Cloveland, The Thomas-Morse has been
refi:rblshed and is on dlsplry thee, dille the Arrro ls in a lerehouse.

I brought the Fokker2 the o+,her Spad VIfe the Ntouport 28, ttCarnelrr and Pfalz tq
Maryland6 Later the Fokker had to be junkede Shelter. had to be pr:ov:ideC for aII of
ttrese and both tirne gnd br.rllding naterlals beoane very dear afuer tho Waro In L9l+B I
added an l8 L09 ard between f9h7 and 1950 attenpted to rebulld the four rernaining WWf
eraft. The rrCameltt and Nlerport wer€ corilpleted weLl enough to dispiay but tirey wero



!B

no ]onger the 1ovcly things thcy had oncc been, I had mcre repair work than I couid
now accomplish and I &idntt have tj-nrc enough even to arrest deeay.

Finally I iladc the hard dccision; I would scl'r off the Jarret'b }luseun of WorIC
War Histe,ry, and commeneed doing so, It was a problem to get anronc i:o pay the
freigfr"o bili for a froe gift, let alone pay fcr the iten, tr?an-k Tallrnanp out rn
ttli-iois, bought the Spad, rrganslrr, Iiicrrpori; arrd Pfa1z, ?ld t9 hirn goes a grea'"-deal
of credit for having the rrgax"|r rebullt,. I{: new flies ito Marry other pieces in my

tnuseum had to bc evJntually r.cduced. to scrap anci sold for junko I couldnlt even
give it aw&fc This was Lhe firte of the ME 10t, uirich welghed ovcr a tono

T hatcd. to scc this vast collection gradually melt awafo Particularly was I
sorry to seethe airplanes go. I think the read.cr wili agree that these were my nost
treasured piccesr Thc Wa:'-in the Air holds a spccial place in the imagination.
However, alrial wa^r.fare r'ou1d not have been possible had not the machine gun bee:
carrled ilto the bluco

I did rctain my sti1.l photo and. motion picture colle;tion, and I am dellghted +'o

sho,^l thesc tc anyone. I havc inadc into slidcs scvcral hurdreds of photographs cf Inrril

aircraft around airdro*os, on the flight }ine, singly for Ldcntification.r afld so

fcrbh, These are all coloreCo Thcre rye also many slidcs showilg details of mornt-
i::gs of machine Bunsr bcmbs and other a1$aileoto

After Xears of scarchj-ng for genui:re motion picturc footage it is ncw possibl-e
to cdit some real}y lnforrnatlvc rcJ1s on famcus trJidI nlc:s and thcj: atrcraf,t/ -tn

this rcgarll f have bcen aided 'u'cry materiaily by I'iajo:r Ki:nbrough S. Brcwn" Iic
deservei spccial eredit for finCingr h Gennaqy, sone raro and pr'ccious footage on

von Richthofen and some pricelcss Tri-planc flying sequcnccs. He rccovercd +"hesc

d.urlng a tour of duty in, Gcrrnany aftcr i'Jl"llir despite the almost lc-'i: intercsi ln
thingJ of lrlldTn 1rlc have put togcthcr a forLy-fivc minutc film on 'rcn Rach+,hofcnl
truarly cvery inch editc{ from gcnuinc l{orld lnlar f films, '^hlch is historlcally anC

technlcally accurateo Wc arc vc:y proud to shot^i tiris fiha on requcsto

S'\/EI?.SKY PHOTO PAGE

One of fhe ncst interesting and bceufifulrrclrrilianrr planes ever built i.'as rile
ci-vi} versicn cf tLie ?-j5" Severa-l of these are sho'nn: c:r Nhe'i.:pcsite llagdr as r:ell-
as sor,e adrlitional typeso Ferhaps these photos wi-ii stlmrj-ate some rr,enber tc:n'ritc a

crrplete history of these tSpes for the Joui'nal"

Ji-nnr.y loolj-ttlers SEV-.IS, c/n f2, built in 1937. Wright Cyclcr.,: R-182C-G (850).
Urrkncurn model, NF,-I390. Dotails requested.
SEV-31{ re-built, Iisteri as ici;h i-I-.P and. 1}-X, c/n 2, P&inl Wasp (fOO;. Pl.ec:i
fonrth tn L937 Fer:ciix Race pilcted by Frank Sincla.ir. Photc slte-,rs liendix siarto
Jaequelin Cochranl s AP-7 , c/n il+5, winner of l93B tser.dix. I'Jote landing gear"
Same airc:raft in 1939 with new inwar.d-fotding ge3r. I:rci:ped out cf 1939 Ben'.ij.x.
Fr-ank Fullerrs SEV-,S2r cin t$, Rrtr{ Wasp Ii-1830-SC-B (tZt;o). lst in 1937 Beniix,
2nd in L)38 tsendix, lst ir. 1939 Bendix"

7. Mo,1el NF-.l lttrtaW Fighter Cnerrl Wrighi R-182C-22 (lSOio Tested in SepL L))''lt n-az

speerl 267 at, tfrZaOto No*,e carrier arrester gear hook. ltlot purchased by 1{ar4,'"

B. F.are photo of Fullerl s SEV.-S2 painted up for mcvie TEST PIIOT" Ncte purpcseful
marking out of lettering on 
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