
Ll

DESCRTPNON AND WORTH OF AIR SERVICE INFOR},IATION CIRCUI,ARS

by

John Sl.oan

Near the end of World War f the Air Servlce Englneerlng Deparfunent at Mc0ook
Fie1d, Daytone Ohio became a somewhat well organized establlshment for the research
and development of military aircrr,ft and equlpment. Thls centrallzation was soreJry
needed. The various wartfune ccnmitteese including the Bolling Comdttee and French
and British niJ.itary missions had recommended the prodr:ction of certain tlpes of
aircrafb for traini}tg r bonbardment, observatlon, and pr:rsult and U.S. manufactrrrers
went on an all-out program to produce airplanes. But there was a dear',,h of real
technl.caL information on combat tlpes and equlpment. The Engineering Department at
Mc0ook Fie1d became tho center of developrnente and has remained such to this day as
the rnodern Wright Air Development Center.

As with any teekunical organlzatlon, reports began to be fornulated a-rd flcw out
to nat,erle]. officerso As Amcrieal s experience grew in the supply and operation of
cornbat aircraftg our olrn types were brought forth and new items of equlpment, were
inventedo By the er:d of the war the Srgineerlng Departnent had many projects unCer
waJrr Aften the warr uhen foreign and eneny equipment was brought to McCook Fie1d
for evaluatlon, there was a considerable expansion of effort which continued'*e11jnto the 1920t sr Slecifications for the latcst in conrbat airplanes rrere derrcloped
which led to the pwchase, ultimatelyl of aircraft equal to the best.

On January 3t I92O the War Department published Orders No. 1r whi-ch stated, in
part:

1. Effective Janr:ary 15, t9ZO, the following publications of the Air Scr.rice
1.d11 be discontinucd.

(a) fnformation Circulars issued by D:ginccring Division, McOook Fieldo
(b) Rcports of Sections of Brgineering Dirrision, Mc0ook Field"
(c) Progress Rcports i-ssued by Enginecring Divislon, Mc0ook Field.

2. SubJcct matter issucd herctofore jl the above meniioned publications r'riII
hereafter be issued from the office of the Director of the Air Senrico ur:Cer
thc designation |tAir Service Information Cjlcularstt. These Informatlon
Circulars wlIL be issued as neccsslty for same arises, and r+rill be numbered
serialIy. ..
3. When it is desircd to have informatlon dLstributed to the Aj.r Servlco by
Infornation Circular, the subject matter will be prepared by the office or
individual and submltted to the Chiefe trnformation Group, office of the Director
of the Air Se:srice, with a mmorandum requesting publicatj-on. Carc will be
takcn that the lnformation ls atrthentlc, and that the technical points lnvo1veC
are correct in crery detajL. ResponsibiJ-ity for correctness.rorests r*ith the
office or lndivldual requesting publication.
\. ...
2r r.a
W Directlon of the Director of Air Scnrice

Wm. F. Pearsont
Colonele A.S.A,
Admi.:ristrative Executive
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Thc first, Circular to be issued eane out on
e].abi:rate on the l.SoI.C. is!

January 16, 1920 and went on to

'rOfficers of the Air Service aro lnvlted to forward to thl,s offics such matter
as they deen advlsable and nc;eessary to be published to thc Air Serrrj.cc a'b largo forits information and guidancoo.ol'

The Ai.r Servj-cc at that tjrne had eonsLderab\y less formallby than arry prosent
day nilltary establishment would allow. But thenl thLs was a new arm of lrarfare, and
nrch information was neededc And tho bcnet-ilb of i:ryericneo of .i;ho rrff:!_cers vrho hac.
had combat c>pcrience was very deslraLle. Indcede not nnr4r officers had stayed. on in
the Air Service r'rho had actually i.crvsri ln front iine squadrcusg thero 'nterenlt many
to begin with.

.I^.S.I.C. Noo L also gave a lrrief resunet of the previous aeronautical infcrmat-
ion bullctins" Theso havc 'lreeone very rarei the authcr has scen very few, aithough
there mus'b exis''; a cornplete set sornelfiere, perhaps in the NationaL Archivis or the
llbrary of Congresso It statedl

rro.o A series of simi-Iar but lcss anbitious aeronautical infonnation bulictins
'nrcre begun in Jrine, 19i5 by the lntelligence Secticn, Airplane livi-sicn, Cfficc
of the Chief Signal Officer, anci termir:ated uith Bulletin 1211+., Septo L, Ui8.
No completo jnderc has ever bccn publ-ished to thesc prior bufleiins, r^hich nay
now be ccnsidered more or less obsoletc.

These CireuJ.ars will also car?y on a ljne of work si:nil,ar to that ccnduct,.-,d
by thc informatj.on sectione /^.EoF,e r,*rich published 321+ numbers of an r'/-ir
Scrvice Bulletin", fndcxes werc publishcC to all- of tnese up to goo JCitt"

Thc jnvitaticn to officers bo sulrn:-'b informaticn led to thc public:rtion i--f .j.ata
on many subjccts, and a great rrany of thesc wcre hietorically inpcr'r,ent," i few cf
the nore intcresting tiiles are:

No.6 IEI{TATIVE LIST OF ;ECOF*iTIOI',.S l^W;.FJIn U.S. i';RI{y ;In SEIir/rC;,, ;,n,1'.3.
NO'7 EJEI{Y T.IRCNJ.FT )ESTF.OYED BY Ti:E U.S, ,,RMY ..TR Sr,I?,VIJE. I'... I.Ji.
}tro.21 ;,ER0I{,.UTICi,L B00i( .-t\iD I',I,G/,ZII\T IIST
No.37 PEnFORyL''iiCE TEST OF U'S. XoB.1.-,1' i,fITH 3OO ii.P^ iil,9l',.iJO-SlrlZ.', i'ii(,-r,ri
No'l-rO PEF.F0RM,'INCE TEST 0F TtlOl{tS-!iORSE M"8"3 IJITH 300 ij.F. !aSp-,N0-S, .l.Z., Ii{G.
lJo.58 AERri't BOMBi.RDI'IENT tt',NUALr p.',i?,T 5, oRas.i.rtoms (senvrcr srlu,',DRONS)
No.69 AIR SERVIcE nESESVE cFrTc.m
No"71 PER,FOI1}4,^,NCE TEST OF FO(IGR D.VII hIITH LIBERTY SUI ENGII\E
No.119 C;iTr,l0G 0F MOTIO]'I PICTIIEE FIII\S .'^IiD Lr',liTE?,N SLIDIIS
No.f8o Frt\TAL REpoRT 0F THE cHrEF oF TIs 1^iR sERvrcEr;^-.E.F., T0 TI.E cOm,t.l,DER

IN CHIEF

I{an;' qi the authors of thc .',.S,f.C. ts havc sj:tce beeone farrous, as Lbigh WaCc of
Ror:nd-thc-1{or1d fanc, Ji:rrr,y Doclittlee St. Clair S'breett (;low Ma.i.GenrJ., nettcl), etr}.
The Ci.rculars wcre.many at first., but tapered off in la'Lcr f,earsr AlI ihsse up-to
No" 555 (;ury W26) were Air Scrvicc, }[o. 567 anri. subsequunl wcre ca}lcc -lir Cbrps
Inf orrnabion Circulars. Ttre l ast orc that thc authti:: has reccr.l of is i,io" 7Og pui lisl'.ed
on-March It L937o A nearly conloletc sct was gtvcn tc the Dura.nd irer.orlau.ti-ca1 Mnse'urr,
?660 Bcvcrly B1vd. e T,cs Angclcse by the Calif ornia Instltutc cf Tcchnoiog;,-" Ihese
h,ave bccn catalogueC as to contcnt, photcgraphs, pcrsons.. c',cs5 eh-r:i:i.nating ftrieh of
lhc purely technical non-historicai iyp" 6f irf6rtnationo' St.oid sufficient interes+-.
'r::i.se anong thc rncmbcrship for this j-nformation it nay bc oubllstred latcr as a speci-al
research rcport.. Informa.bion }cading to the acquisrtion of thc mj-ssing umbers of
thc l.C"I.So I s or l,"S.IoC. t g will bc woIl rcward.edo


