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DUSTER iIE"IVEN

Dy

Harry S. Garur Jr.

Like the proverbial Texan who wanted to say a few words about hls homer I would
Iike to writo about Phoenix, Arizona. I didntt appreciate it until f noved awayr Now

I juml'' at the opportrurity t6 go back and visit the airports ard dusber stripo that
surround phoenix. That area seems to re a haven for oLd alrplanes that have been
converted to dusters and sprayetso Some have been rebuLlt cr modifled.so mar\y tj:ees
that all that remajns stock is the nameplate (if Larkins hasnlt got i-t).

One of the nore lnteresting places is Rex Williamst strip. It is located on
glst Str-eet Just off of Indian Schoo1 Road. Rex had a Ford l+-Rt-f, N-81+07, for
awhlle. Later he sold it and got a Boelng z]ifiD, N-l+1899. The late WILIiam B. Stout
had an engineering office in Phoenix and he and Rex spent mar5r hours reniniscing
about the o1d triquotors. At various tjmes I have seen and photographed at that
strlp the following alrcraftt

Bird CK duster N-933V
Meyers OTW sprayer N-25)+83
New Standard D-25 duster N-1h9M
Stearman ,lrE duster N-791H
Stearman h0i'Ft duster N-l+Bglr\I

Stearman LD duster I\iR-I1721+
lbavel Air h000 duster N-901+B

Vultee BT-13 sprayer N-5515b

220 Continental
Jacobs R-735-9

P&W R-13h0-18
P&W R-1310-AI{I
P&w R-131+0-18
Wright J-5
P&W R-l3ho-Arfl

Just Ncrth of the Williamst strip on 99th Avenue and Glendale Avenue is Fram

Field. Max Shears and 8111 Mason have a collection of airplanes that would uhet the
appetite of aryr aviation enthusiast. The December 1957 issue of Anerlcan Airman had
ai- inturesting article about the field,. I harre photographed the Eifrfr-ngffilards
there t

Jones New Standafi. D-25 duster N-19155 Wright R-975-tI
New Standard, D-25 sprayer N-9191+ I0rcoming R-690-9
New Standant D-25 duster N-31K Wright R-975-lL

Among the dlsnantled airplanes are a Tank Robin, a Mac0lathie powered Tirnm Collegia+"e
and a Waco F.

In the same nelglrborhood on 115th Avenuee between McDowell and Tbomas Roadr is
the Countw Boy Duster Strip. Here may be found various Travel Alr dusters and
Eprayer6. I harre eeen and photographed the follow'ing Travel Airsl

Wrlglrt R-7608-1
Continental n-670-h
Wrlght F.-760-8
Lycoming R-680-U

DL00o duster
l+000 sprayer
Dl+D sprayer
fJ-rOOO duster

N-9826
N-5h33
N-L75N
N-609H
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0ver on the East side of tolrn near the municlpal airport there ls a smaU. strip
located on 16th street and the rive:: bedr Farm Aero keeps their Travel Alrs there.
I have seen:

d.tOOO duster
Ch000 sprayer
3000 duster

ELooo Mod d.uster
2000 Mod duster
El+000 Mod sprayer
I+OOO Uoa sprayer
I+OOO t'ioa duster

N-99I8
N-8700
N-51+27

Wright H-975-?B
Igrcomlng R-680-U

Lycomlng n-6BO-f.3
Lycoming R-5BO-13
Lyconr,i.ng R-680-13
Iryconing R-680.-13
220 Continental

Jirn Strnd of Farrn Aero who, unfortunar;elllr was killed a few years ago in a
d'rstlng accident lras an aviation enthuqiaet. He had various old engines as well aa
a Heattr and an Aeronca C-2 that he was restorlhg. The C-2 nas cotpleted exc4t for
the ailerons r'rtrile not too nuch has been done with the Heatb.

The municipal airport ln Phoentx, SlqyHarbor, is located on 2l+tfr, Street arrd
about Jefferson, is a-lways good for somethtngo The las{" tlme ttrat I was ',here, I
saw two FM-Z sprayers and a B-17 spralerl as weIL as a T-33 wlth a photc nose and a
cormercial lLeense.

Crowl Dusters at Air Haven on Orand [venue mounted an extra set of PA-12 wirrgs
and a 155 hp Warner Scarab engine on a Piper PA-12 duster. E\rtdontly Lt dj.d not
uork oui too well as he sold it and remalned an I,IJN operator. His l-atest modlfLca-
tion ls extending the wJngs on hj.s N3Nrs.

About forty nriles southwest of Phoenixe in Buckeye, are stiJ.l nore Travel Airs.
Fornerly owned by Loudermi-1k., Moore now operates themr Itrey arer

ll-l+02N
N-321j2
N-9959
N-90BB
N-l+32f

I understand that he has papers and parts on two others that he intends to
bulld up this wjrrter,

There are other airporis around such as Paradise Fielcl on North 19th;Iven':e,
the Tenpe Airport and Falcon Field north of Mesa^ Hor,rever, I find that the
previously mentioned fjelds aro tho most interesting. If you are traveling ttrrough,
sbcp cff and kiII a few hours. You r,riJl not regret it,

Ed Note: Membcrs Chalmcrs Johnson and Lconcl StoILar made a phobogra;:hic trip to
this same arca j.:o February .L953. It is iltcrcsting to note that nearly
aJ.1 of the dusters that were thero at that ti:nep five years ago, are sti}l
acti.re. A few are not listed, and for the record they are: Iravol Air LC00
N-359M, cfn I27L; Travel Air hOOO with 2OOO gear, Ii..8125, e/n 9CO;
Stearman C-3Rr N-670K; and Laj-rd LC l-B-300, N-10b02 t c/n fB8. fn agreernent,
with Haruy Gann, they state rrln Fhoenix we receiv'ed an extrcmely fYiendly
reeepti-on from the duster pilot,s we vi-sitcd. Thcre seems to be a very high
level of technologr in thcir rebui.Iding of dusters. They disagrecd strongiy
wi'bh ihe use of the PT-17 with Wasl: Jr. for dusting r,ilrrch is so conrrron in
California. Thcy ranJr rrBulltt Stearman as best, T/A liCOO noxt bestor;
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