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A CHALLENGE - ACCEPTED

by

Gregory C. Kohn

As part of William T. Larkins article "liotes Cn Aircraft Camouflage and Markings
1907-1954", which appeared on pages 43 thru 50 of the January-March 1957 Journal, a
challenge to "Show Proof" was issu~d on page LB under item #16., The basis upon which
the challenge was made was a previously unpublished photograph of a B-2LJs credited
to Peter M, Bewers, which in the estimation of the authcr carries the most fantastic
markings on a military airplane in the history of the world, These markings consist
of a "personal insignia" (a Dragon and a nudec), a name, and also carries squadren
markings on the fin and rudder. Mr, Larkins says as follows: If any of you can top
this let!s see your proofl

The use of the term "Fantastic!" to describe the markings on this specific B-24J
is pretty hard to heat, but, inasmuch as overall markings are mentioned in the chall-
enge, I submit the following story and plotographs as an answer to this challenge.

The accompanying exclusive, alsc unpublished, photographs show a Boeing B-29
"Superfortress', 8/n L2-2487L, assigned to the 2l4th Squadron, 6th Bomb Group, 313th
Wing, of the 21lst Bcmber Command of the 20th Air Force, This aircraft was tased c<n
North Field, Tinian Island, one c¢f the Mariannas Islands in the South West Pacific
Ccean, Tinian is located L miles from Saipan,

Although the markings on this plane can hardly be termed "fantastic!", it does
have the most complete and distinctive set of markings of any or all of the aircrait
operating in the Pacific Theater of World War II, These markings consist of the
followings

le The B-29 type of aircraft operated only under the command of the 20th Air
Force and therefore it is distinctive in itself as representing the 20th
Alr Force,

2. The B-2S operated only as a part of the 2lst Bomber Command, and thercfore
is again distinctive in representing this particular Command.

3« The large black circle with a letter enclosed painted on the fin and ruddex
of the plane represents the 313th Bombing Wing,

L. The letter "R" also in black painted within the circle on the fin and rudder
indicates that the plane is part of the 6th Bomb Group (Very Heavy,.

5« The "Pirates Crest and flaming ball" insignia represents the "Coat of Arms"
of the 6th Bomb Group, (see following note)

6, The red tip of the rudder fin, and the red removable sections of tlie engine
cowlings indicate that the plane belongs to the 2Lth Squadron.
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The number "L" in klack appecaring next to the rear fuselage door represents
the last number of the aircraft serizl number; identifying it as such
according to squadron procedure; and at the same time designating it as tle
#I, plane of the squadron.

The lack panel on the dorsal fin indicates that this airplane is a lead
aircraft for formation flying and for mass bombing missions,

The '"Colored Smoke" cjection tube, protruding from the camera hatca doors
just afb of the rear fuselage entrance door also indicaves this plane as a
Squadron Lead plane, The lead piane would eject the colored smoke at a
predetermined time at a rendezvous point so that the various planes of a
squadron would pull out of the mass of circling aircraft and follow the lead
plane to the target.

The personal "APPLE A DAY" insignia of the crew, painted on the front bom>
bay doors indicate a departure from the orders of General H. Arnold that all
personal insignia (pretty girls in the flesh, etcs) be removed from the nose
of each aircraft in the 6th Bomb Group and be replaced with the "Piratee
Head Crest'" "Coat of Arms%, The "Apple A Day" insignia was originally
painted on the bomb bay doors, and no personal insignia ever appeared on the
nose of the plane, We just left it on the bomb bay doors and *ook cur
chances, but there was no objection and as a result this airplane was tuec
only B-29 in the entire 6th Group to have a perscnal insignia, (sce follov-
ing notes)

It was an accocpted rule that cach bombing mission be represented oy a small
bomt painted on the side of the fuselage of the airplane, This airpl
again was an exception to the rule in that cach mission, rcgsrjlcss o 8
type, was reprcsented by an individual hand painted replica of the APPLE A
LAY insignia, (note photo of nose)
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The narme of this airrlsne YEL PAJARO DR IA GUERRA" was pazinted in rod
lettersy as werc the s of all of the 6th Bomb Group planes, in the
white arca of the "Coat Of Arms'", This name of course stuck cub 1ilko a soro

Thuib among such gems ac "White Mistress', "Zadyis Delight", "Iarty Girsh:"
cte,

It is intcresting to note that the 6th Bomb Oroup was the only combat grour
operating in theo entire 2lst Romber Commard with every aircrafl bearing ths sane

insigria,

This was a specific order from General Arnold, Commanding Guacras ol the

U. Se Army Air Forces during the war,

6L BOMB

GROUP_CCAT OF ARMS INSIGITIA

A coat of arms was first designed and approved for the Sixth in 1924, The

insignia

of the pirates head crest; and a shield of a scheoner and an observeticn

yla“e, and thc motto, "Purati. Defendere", (Always Ready To Defend"), was uscC vy the
&th Composite Group (Thc Panama Group), and was reasolgroo to the Slth Bomvd"~'*nu

Groug on
15LL the

li Fotruary 1943 at APO 825, c/o Postmasber, New Crleans, La, {n 1 Nevember
coat of arms was refixcd for the 3ixth Bombardment GroLp (Very nu“vv), at

Grard Island Army Air Ficld in Nebraska, The pirates head is set ugaWﬂ t a darg rlue

triangic
Yollow,

superimzosed on a whife cirele. The Jacket and tandana of tac pirate Is
Hair, moustach, cye-patch, scary tattooing and shadows are blacs<, Tae Iar

rings are silver, All appropriate arveas arc flesh colored. The twisted base unde:x
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Boeing B=29-56-BW (L2-2L:67)L) "EIL PAJARC DE IA GUERRA" All Photos by Gregory C. Kohn

Note Personal Insignia and Name of Alrcraft 38 Missions A;(C~p14°beu



the pirate is colcred yellow and white starting from the left. Simulated red flames
streak backward from the white circle on a white background, the edges of which are
also streaked in red, The name of the plane is in red on the white tackground.

"APPLE A DAY" PSRSONAL INSIGNIA

The "Apple A Day" insignia ccnsisted of a trown and white eagle perched astride
a black bomb, Thc fuse cof the bomb consisted of a red apple with a green leaf attach-
ed to the stem of the apple. The tail fins cf the bomb were light blue, and the
cagle and tomb were set against a yellow circle bordered in red. The legend or motto
"APPLE A DAY" was printed bclow th~ circle in medium blue. This insignia was painted
near the leading edge of each front bomb bay door, and was painted on the left sice
of the nose to represent individual missions.

NAME OF THE PIANE "EL PAJARO IE LA GUERRA"

The name of this airplane "El1 Pajaro De La Guerra", Spanish for "The Bird Of The
War" was painted on toth sides of the nose. {The accompanying photos were taken just
prior to the painting of the name on the right side of the fuselage.) The name
itself is quite different from the usual names found on combat aircraft, and wac
arrived at in an unusual manner,

The Airplare Commander, Capt. Robert L. Litchfield, of Los Angeles, was determire
ed that the airplane that he flew would have 2 mecaningful and at the same timc attrac-
tive personal insignia and name, To acecmplish this end he ran a contest to produce
this ccmbinations Although the details of the contest are unknown the winning name and
insignia were eventually fixed to Capt. ILitchfield!s aircraft,

In addition to the markings described, this particular B~29 was tre cecond =09
used in the war against Japan to appear in a "FRlack Bottom". This was aprlied Ly
oaint trush in the hands of the ground crew (Note the definition on the ncse view cf
the left side).to a great portion ¢f the airplans until a paint spray unit was cbiaii-
~d ard the rcmeinder finished by the spray method. The "Rlack Rottom!, actuelly black
icpe vhich dried to a glossy finish, was applied to several R-29%s in the 6th Growp a8
an experiment to prevent their standing out in the enemy searchlights, This was the
ground werk for the later dull finish black bottomed B-29'!'s that wers produced and
nainted at the factory.

NCTE:

NDetailed threc view drawings and color schemes, names of crew memters =tc., of
this aircraft are available from AIR RRITAIN, Drawing No, AW,7L,

All of the above listed details were taken from a detailed Iog Book which I kept
during World War II. I was assigned as an Electrical Specialist cn this aircraft,

If anyone can do better, then letis sece your proof!




