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A CHALLEIiGE - ACCEPTE,D

oy

Gregory C. Kohn

As part of Wilr iam T. Larkins article triiotes Cn Aircraft Carnotrflage and MarkJngs
190?-1951+tt, which appeared on pages L3 *"hru 5o of the January-March 1957 "lournal, achallerge io I'Show Proof'r was isslrd on page hB urder item #15. The basie ripon whlch
the challenge was made was a previously urpublished photograph of a B-zhJr credited
to Peter M. Bcwerg, whlch jl the estj,rration of the authcr carries the most fantastic
narkings on a military airplane in the history of the worldo These narklngs consist
vf a ttpersonal insigniatt (a Dragon and a nudc); a nana, and al-so carries squadron
narkings on the fi-n and nrdder. l4r" Larklns says as follows: If any of you can tcp
thLs lett s see your proofl

The use of the terrn trFantasticrr to descrlbe the narkings on thLs speciflc B-Zh;
is pretty hard to heat, but, inasrnuch as overall narkings ar.e mentioned ln the chall-
enge, I submit the fo1low5lg story and photographs as an answer to th-is challenge"

The accompanying exclusive, alsc r:npublished, photographs show a Boeing B-2p
ftS'uperfortressrrc a/n l]z-zltl|l;, assigned to the Z[th Squadron, 5th gomb Group, 313th
''dirgr of the 21st Bcmber Conmand of the 20th Air Forco. This aireraft was basel :n
Norttr Field, Tinian fsiand, one ef the Mariannas fsl ands in the South West Pacific
Oceano Tlnian is loeated lr niles from Saipan.

Although the markjngs on this plane can hardly be termerlrrfantastj-c"r it d,:es
|iave the most corplete and Clstincti.re set of markings of anJ' or al-I of the ai:'cra.fr,
operating in the Paciflc Theater of vriorld War II. These markings oonsisi cf tirc
following I

1, The B-29 type of aircraft operated only rrnder the cormand of t,he 20'Lh -{t:-r
Foree and therefore it is distlnctive in itseif as representing tho 20th
,\ir lror^ce.

2, The B-29 operated only as a part of the 21st Bonber Comnand, and thercfcre
is again riistinctive in representing this particular Commando

4.

5"

The large black circle with a letter enclosed pair.ted on the
of the ptafrE-Epresents the 313th Bonbing Wingo

The lettey rrftrr al,so in black painted wtthjn the cirole on the
indicates that the plarr6-i3-part of r,he 6th Bomb Group (\tery

The rrPirates Crest and flanr:irlB balltt insignia rep::esents the
of the 6th Bor,b Groupo (see fcllowing note)

fi.:r atrd l'udrier

fin anui ru.i,Ce:'
IIea'ry)"

rlCoat of Arngrr

6, The red tip of the ruddor fin, and the rei rernovable sections of tlie eng5le
cowlifr[s indicate that tire pl;ne be]onfr€o the el+tn Squad.rono



L'J

7, Ttre nunbey trlttt i:r black appcaring nr,.xb to the rear fuse]age door represents
the last nunber of-El6"aircrar't sei"la] nurnber, identifyi:rg it as such
acccrding tc sqradron pr.ocedure, and at the same time dosignat-i:tg it as tl,e
/l[ plane cf the squadron,

B. The !Igc! panel on tht, dorsal fin j.ndlcates that this airplane is a lead
aircffifor fornation fl-yirlg and for rnass bonbing missionso

9o The rrColored Smokerr cjection tubo, protruding frcln the camera ha'bch doors
Just afl of the rear, fuselage entrance door also j.ndj-cates thi.s plane as a
Squadro;r Lead planeo The lead piane wouLd eject ihe colored smolce at a
predeterrnjned tinre at a rendezvous point so that the various planes of, a
squadron wculd prJl oub of +.he rnass of circilng aircraft, and fo1low the lead
plane to the target.

lOo The personal rtr\PPLE A DAYrr insignia of the crevl, painted on the fro:ri bomb'
bay doors indicate a Ceparturc from the ordcrs of General II. Arnold that a1i
personal insignia (prctty girls in thc flesh, eic. ) be renovecl. frorn the nose
of each aircraft in the 6th Bomb Gloup and bc i'eplaccC with the I'Pirat'es
Head Crestrr rtOoat of ,Arrnsr;o The 'rApple A Daytt insignia was originally
painted on the bomb bay doors, and no personal insignia evcr appJared rn '.hc
nose of the plane. lle just leff i+, or the bonb bay doors and +,ook our
chancesp but there was no objectio;r and as a resuit this ai;pl-anc t',as iir.c
only n-a! in the entj-:.c 6th Group to have a perscnal Insignia. (see fc11.c','-,
ing notes)

1l-o ft r.las an acccptc;rl rulc Nh;r, ,;ach L-'onb:ng nicsion'ue repi'esen'ied :y r-r st :a.l:,
bcnn pai-ritcd on thr: side of thc fusclagc of the airi.rlane. Thls airi:iaiiu
again t^Ias an cxccption to il;c ralc in tirat c:ich nission, rcgarJlcss cf tiic
typcl was reprcsenteC by an.:nCiv-.duat hanci painteC replica c.f th':,\Pi'lE,\
LAY inslgniao (notc plrotc of r:c.;c)

12n ?hr-: nanc crf tiris air'-,1-rl,c,:'iii P;l"ii\iiO )il:A G'J'liitll{'r v;as pr-.in-;'1 itr r',:d
lcrtcrs, as wLrc lh'-,- r..Jiri,s o-f aU- of tlic 6tl,:' Bornb Gr:rup i:ierncu,. ulTc
rvhite arca of tlietrCoat Ci','msrto il.'his name of course s;*"uck cu'U ii.lti: a srr:,:
BE;E among such gens as'rWni--bc i'iistrcssrre rrlady;s De-ighi"; triirt;v li,rr:,.'-'i
,+^uvuo

ft is lntcr.csting to note:hab tiir;6th Bonrb Grcup vras tlti: o;:1.;r co:rtbiii J1'.)1.!,
oper.ltirig in th,-: ctrtiru ?Lst FoiiL,cr Conananc, riifl^ i)very aircrai.'3 trcaring ihr- s{11l^3

in.rigni;r- Th'is r,rlzrs a specifie ordgr irc,fn Gcncral Jrnold, Cornmattiing Gr:;r':tr:.:- oi 'Lh,:rru +5a-f r49 rrtav

U" S. Arrny Air }orces during the r^lar.

6ri jgsLgjpwc:ni
A coat of arns rias first design,*..i. aiicl :tpproved for tiie Sj-:rth in i?21t,,, Tl:e

inqi. o..i: nf *.h,, n.inat,r,n itr,;:.r' er,_,_i av.r n ^]-,i._1 r. O.f a SChf.,Onef ifnC an ObSCfVt:fi:nfllJ-LBll,J,d UI vl:U f,traut..o tI\;<.4 urUDtJj tuiLl q Dlrl( J-f

pla::e, and thc rnotto, rrFiratj. Defenderetr, (r\lways i'tcady To Dcfendri). r+as';s,cel i.:y th:
5t.h lcnpcsite Group (The Fanama Group), and 1{as rcassigrcci. to tlt,: Sixih Bonl;lt.:"*;:.:n.,
GrollF on l+ F;brriary 191+3 at APO 62-lt c/o Postnas*,cr, lier',r 0r.l-r,ansr Lao i:, 1 i'lc';,rtr';er
L9l+[ the coat of &rils.;I&s rcfixcC for the Srxt,h Bombardrnent Group (Vcry;ica',1r)r at
iranii islarid Arny Air tr'ictC in l.jeb::askao The pirates head i.s se'i: agairrs'l a dl,"rk L'lue
trlangl-c supcri:r:;;oscd o:i a v;hii,c circlco Thc Jackci aird bandena of tnc ..rl:':Lt.e i-s
yclJ-owr Hair, raous't;ach, cye-pairch, sca:re tattooing aii shadows ere blac,c' The Inr
ririgs are silvero A1.l appropria'be ar:eas arc flesh colr,redo Thc twisted base'lndcl,
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the pirate is colored yellow and diite starting
streak backr^rard frqn the white eirclc on a vfiite
also streaked in redn The namc of the plane is
TTAPPLE A DA,Y'| PIRSONAL II,ISIGNIA

2L

fron the 1efb, Simulated red flanes
baekground, the edges of r,trich are

in red on the wirite background.

The 'rApple A Dayil insignia ccnsj sted of a brown and whj-te eagle perched astride
a black bombo Thc fuse cf +,hc bomb consisteJ. of a red apple r+ith a green leaf attach-
cd to thc stem of tlie appIe. The tail fins cf the bomb were light blue, and the
cagle and bornb were set against a yclIow circle bordered i-n red, The legend- or nrotto
'TAPPLE A DAIrr was printed hclow th. circle in medlum blue. This insignia was paintei
near the leading edge of each front bomtr bay door, and was painted on the left side
of the nose to represent individuai rnissionso

NAl'iE OF TIE PIANE 'IEI PAJ;RO IE I.,A CUERIIAT'

The name of this airplane I'E1 Pajaro De La Gueruart, Spanish for ilThe Bird 0f The
llarrr was painteC on both sides of the Dos€e (The acccmpanying photos -"rer.e talien just
prior to the painting of the narne on the right side of the fuselage, ) The nane
itself is quibe dlfferent frnm the usual namcs found on comt,at aircraft. i.nd ll"a:
arrlved at in an unusual nanner.

The Airplare Commander, Capt. Robert L. Li+"chfield, of lcs Angelcs, was deterrn:.:i-
crl tho*. *-ha nir.la66 that he fl-ew wculd have a ncaniagfrfl aurd at the sarc tjnc a.tfrac-
ti.ve personal jnsigrria and Darn€e To acccrnptish this en4 he ran a contes', to plodrrce
this ccnbinaaion. Although the details of +,he contest, are rnknown the ranr;j:rg na.'Ilc slr(j
insignia rrere eventua!.ly fixed to tlailt. litchficidts aircrafb.

Tn addit"Lon to thc narkings descri'ned,'r,his par-licula:. R-29 v,r,s tf-c cei'o::d F-:9
used in the -oar agains-b Japan to appear j-n arrFla.ck Bo+rtomrr" This',;as apiT:ffi-lry
caint brush i:r thc hands of the ground crew (i'lote the definiiion on the ncse view cf
the left side).to a great port.ion cf the airplanc'.inti-r a paint spray r:nit was c'l;iai.:-.
'-C anl the rr,ne,ir.dcr finished b;'the spray mcthcd" The rrFlaek 3oit,o--^fr, act'.re.J-ly'c,laek
lope r.hicli il::ied to a glossy finish, wa:; apnlicl to sevcral ts-29ts jn thc 5th G-.r'.:i'.,'-s
a.rt experimcnt to prcvent their standing out in the encmy sealchJ-igi.r+-s. I'l:i"r; r+du r,l;c
qround wcrk for the latcr dull fir.ish hlack hott.omed B-29rs +.hai welc i.'r.ociuued :ri:.,j.
cainteC at the factorX'o

tl_oEt

Detailcd three view drawings and eolor sehcnes, nanes of crew rncrnl'crs ,:tc", cf
this aireraft are availablc froin ArR FRrr-{rN, Drawing },,1o, Ai'Ir7l-,

A]1 of the abovo listcri detalls wcro t,aken fron a detaileC log Be'rol: lnlricir I k;epl
Curing 'rriorld vrlar fI. f was assigred as an Eleetrical Specialist cn this air.:rafto

If anyor:e can do better', thcn letis see your proof!


