13

TFE GCIDEN YELRS OF FLYING

by

Bill Rhcde

An cldtime pilot asked me recently, "What's the matter with private aviaticn,
what!s holding it back?" As he spoke, he pointed to several of his well cared for
aircraft and continued: "During tle Depression, I made more money with one airplene
than I now can make with several of them, There is a general lack of interest in
private flying the likes of which I have never scen tefore". His remarks were not
unique, rather he veiced the sentiments of nearly all small operators and pilots of
today, What is the answer to his question?

True, the major airlines are doing a peak business and corporation flying 1is
setting new records. But why are there not more people activly engaged in takirg
instruction and flying their own planes? Why are there not more students and pilcts
stoerming the airports and flight offices as they did in previous years? It certainlyr
isn't the cost, Flight rates are correspondingly cheaper today than ever before,
Airports are larger, planes are safer,

In puzzling over the answer to this question I dug out my old scrapbooks and
browsed down Memory's Runway and ceme up with what I believe is the correct answer
to this perplexing problem, What aviation needs today is more Roscoe Turners, Amelia
Earharts and Dcug Corrigans, It needs much more publicity thar 1t is row getting, =
little more oldtime glamours We have got tc get the large crowds out %o ths airports
as we did in former years,

Back in the "Thrilling Thirties", during the period which I believe were the
Golden Years of Flying. anything connected with flving was front raze copye. 4
was a Tin God and many thousarnds of people came out to the airports wesk after
It all tegan with Lindtergh's famous hop to Paris, This young, couragccus anit
unassuning toy of 25 years of 2ge, flew a single-engined cabin plane of 220 horse.
power on a solo flight acreoss the Atlantic Oceane He immediately capitured the
Putlic!s imagination not only for apparent modesty bul also hecause he performed =
feat with a plene in 1927 that most everybody believed was impossivle. Then tegan &

wave of interest and enthusiasm for flying that reached right into everybody'!s heome,

Many other great ccean flights followed on the heels of Lindberghts flight. There
were the great flights of Commander Byrd in the tri-motcr Fokker plane "America'l,
Chamberlin and Levine in the Bellanca monoplane "Columbia', The flights of the
Bremen flyers, Ruth Elder, Amelia Earhart, Cosle and Bellon®c¢ and = gallant hest of
others,

As the dezade of the "Thir:ties” began the nation plunged into its blackes?h
Tepressicn in historye This depressicn affected all indusedy, all employment, as
well as ihe incomes of those lucky cnough to weather the firancial sterme Yot 1o did
rot affect aeronautical progress to any great dogres; certainly not the great
interest that folluwed aviation happenings of that pericds

Banner headlines and reams of copy heralded the great flights of the "Thirtiecs's
Fly=rs in high polished riding bocts and fancy whip-cord breeches were breaking end
rebreaking all of the existing air records, as they roared back anda forin across tae
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nation and the rest of the world. There were the endurance flyers as exemplified by
the St, Louis Robin, thec Spokane Sun-(od, the hunter Brothers, the Keys Brothers and
many others who boosted the Refucling in Flight record to well over 1,000 hours, Speed
records were lowercd, altitude records set and distance marks lengthened teyond all
comprehensicna,

There was the indomitable Frank Hawks of the Texas Qil Company and his famous
Travel Air Mystery-3 plane who kept lowering the Transcontinental Speed Record and
vho held all the principal speed records between iarge citiess There wes the very
personable Roscoe Turner (who lives today who hasn't heard of Roscoe Turner). Turner,
with his famous swashbuckling unif~rm, high polished boots, waxed mustache and lion
cub mascots, Turner flew a Lockheed "Air Express" for the Gilmore 0il Companys. He
epitomized all that was colorful in the competent and successful pilot as he rcared
here and there competing with Hawks for speed marks,

There were teen-age pilots such as Eddic Schneider and Bob Buck who were bresking
Junior-class rccords, And thc women, God bless them, The truly great and illustricus
Ame¢lia Earhart, Ruth Nichols, Laura Ingalls and many others, Let's not forget little
Elinor Smith either, the piquant girl flyer from Freeport, Long Island, New York. At
17 she flew an old Waco 9 under all four existing suspension bridges in New York
Citye At 18 she broke the Women's Solo Endurance Record without refueling by remain.
ing in the air for 263 hours, At 19 she copped the Women's Altitude Record in excess
of 25,000 feets A very plucky girl, Elinor, )

The newspapers outdid themselves hegalding these aviation c¢vents and achievements.
There were accounts of the Mail pilots carrying their entrusted loads over tire
renovned '"Hell's Stretch", that fog enshrouded area extending frcm Pellofor iine in
the Alleghanies all the way into Cleveland, Chios Many good men were kisled, oub
muny more saved their lives and their mail by bailing out of their ice-encrusted or
otherwise disabled aircraft with their mailsacks under their arms,

Any pilct in the "Thirties" who could make an Cutside Loop with any type of
plane was welcoricd into a tight inner circle of stunt pilots. ZLater some of them set
records for the amcunt of Outside Loops to te made in one flighte Tex Rankin sect a
reccrd of 143 in one flighte Dorcthy Hester set the women's record of LS Qutside
Loope in one flipghte There were other acrobatic records, among them the record for
Inverted Flight for a given length of time. Milo Burcham set the present record of
flying upside down, for a period in excess of four hours, while flying from onec city
to another,

Fine stories of the World War I pilots began to floed the papers wnd magrzinss
as the aviaticn conscious public tegan tc demand the facts concerning Richthofen,
Lickentracker, Immclmann, Billy Barker, Frank Luke etc. As though this wasn't enough,
beys of all ages could buy armloads of dime novels with fictionized accounts of the
war in the air, These pulp magazines with gaily decorated covers and flashy titles
gave glowing tribute to the heroes of the first and only air war up tc that time:

There were mary covragcous parachute jumpers who jumped all e out the country in
their endeavor to draw crowds out to the airports and they also helped perfect the
rarachute to the wonderful piece of safety equipment it is today, At one time the
Kavy dropped twelve men from a Ford Tri-Motcr over Washington, D.C,, to sct a record
~f jumps from ohe planee Then at Roosevelt Field, N,Y,, the management aropped firet
sixteen men, ard finally twenty men, from a single Curtiss "Condor! biplarne to regain
the reccrd for the civilians,



Clyde Pangbcrny, one of the naticn's grcatest pilots and Hugh Herndon flew a
Bellanca single-engined monoplane cn a ncn-stcp flight from Japan to Washington, This
remarkatle flight, made in 1931, covcrzd over L,000 miles of over-water flying and
has yet to be simulated by a civilian plane,

Then Doug Corrigan, in a nine year old Curtiss Robin, took off from New York and
lacking cfficial permission for an ocean flight, he faceticusly read his compass
wrong. Cn the pretext of heading for Los Angeles, he landed in Ireland. He, like
Zindbergh, captured the publics imagination and remains today one of the great legend=
ary pilots of that great era.

The Navy began purchasing and testing new type dive-bombers in the "Thirties"
and with the late Jimmie Ccllins and Lee Gehlbach testing them to destruction, the
sensaticnal 9-C Power Dive was created, The public ate up the glowing accounts of
these dives.

There were records for the youngest solo pilotse But by far the two youngest
pilots to absclutely solo a plane were the follewing twc boys, Jce Sheehan, 12 years
old, soloed an CX-5 Bird at Teterboro, New Jersey, and was followed ty Jackie
Chapman, 11 years old, who soloed an Arrow Spcrt at West Hamptcn, New York, Then
there was Dr, Rrock who flew at least 10 minutes a day, regardless of the weather;
every day for over four years, Therc were great Air Shows, Air Mests, Aircrafi
Salons, the Schneider Trophy Race, Thompson Trophy Race and many cother great eventis,
Tre press gave aviation every advantage. Many crime stories were displaced from the
front pages as day after day new feats in flying were performed. Even when the public
went to the movies they were given nc rest, Great air pictures such as Wings, Zilac
Time, Hell's Angecls, Ceiling Zero, Dawn Patrol, Lost Squadron, Hell I'ivers and cthers
held them spellbound and fired their enthusiasm for flying. The movie Wings played
for over a year on Times Square, New York,

These were the Golden Ycars cf Flying and they lasted right up through 1540.
‘Nhat bencfit did all this do for aviation? Ite bencfits were encrmeus. In spite cf
a great Depressiocn hoardes of student pilots whe couldn't otherwise afford to {1y
were going without lunch-money, without necessities, without comforis to pay for
flying time, Chambers of Commerce and Town Ccrmissions went all-out in thelr enceavor
to start airperts in their local communities., Many stiwdents tought planes for the
sole purpcse of building wp time fer ILicenses, Fclleowing this they cpesned their cwn
airports, bought mcre plancs sc inore students could learn to fly. Thousands of pecpie
took rides to find cut what it was all about, as Sunday after Sunday the airporus
were Jammed, Alrports increased, interest increasedy and all consideration of flying
costs were thrown to the winds. It wes a grand pericd in flying as everytedy werked
toward a common goaly the futurc development of private and ccmmercial {lying,

Call it coler, call it glamcur, call it anything you like but this great interesd
in flying lasted right up to World War II, Then when Uncle Sam called for Aim Pewer,
Le got it. An Air Force of 2% million men, air power consisting of 262 Wings, 11 this
the direct result of the enthusiastic interest in aviation aroused in the pre-war
years, As a matter of fact the Air Force in 19LL fell justified to turn over 50,.CO
men to the man-shtort ground fcrces.

Well, what heppcned to all that menia for flying? What happened to all thav
snthusiase for aviation? What happered to that big pipe-dream about pest-wir private
flying? Followlng the Bilg Var, certain aviation groups, and aviation camilssions
jecided that all spectacular publicity, all record breaking, in fact any publicity
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cencerning aviation should be cut out, Flying was to be considered an everyday
business like anything else, Perhaps this was a good idea, but many of us believe
that they cut out the putlicity at the wrong time. They should have waited till we
had the two miliion plares and pilots before they buried all the attraction.

Some new students have come in but morc have quit flying than are being replaceda
The C.A.4A, has not revealed the shocking number of airports and seaplane bases that
have been closed up in the past seven years, Sche of the finest airports in the
country have closed up and fcrszken their sites, C(ldtimers were aroused some time
back when famed Rocsevelt Ficld, New York, cloced its runways. Rooscvelt Field, one
of the World'!'s oldest airports, or2,e a beehive of activity where thousands of pilots
landed during its 4O years of existencej has becn closed fcrever to be made into an
industrial area. Central Airport, Camden, New Jcrsey, is another to feel the pinch
due to lack of intcrest displayed, What is the end result of all this? Tcday the
Airport Cperators across the ccuntry have begun to squeeze the plane owiers evermore
for more revenue, and are even instituting despicable landing fees to make vp lost
revenue,

It is all the mocre sad when one considers the fact that as each airport closes
dewn and its site is abandoned, the lack of sites for futurc airports ares rapidly
diminishing, What will we do for airport sites in the years to come?

Wheres once the tie-down lines and hangars were filled with planes whose pilcts
were working toward a goal, today such hangars and tie-down lines consist of planes
that ncver fly for wecks at a time, Even the Air Force today is finding it hard to
keep together its 143 Wing force, Its Reserve pilots are demanding to be groundeds
This is a condition unhecard of in pre-war years, Just as the Prohititionists of the
Twenties did more harm than good, so have certain of the aviation groups and others
whc wanted all record flights to cease, Al air shows, in fact everything but take-
offs and landings, to be stoppcd, All this has bcen too soon,

Tcday we go wecks at a time with nary a good line in the papers abtout flying.
Let's give aviaticn the publicity it deservess Wec still have rccords to te broken,
new airports to be opcned, new type planes to be introduced. Let's publicise all
this, ILet us have more Air Mects, more aircraft salons, In short, let’'s revive scme
of the oldtime interest in flying before many more Fixed-Base Operators (the backbeone
of aviatien) have given up for more lucrative fields of endeavor, We are having an
era of prosperity in all industry., Why dontt we extcend it to private flyinge Time
is wasting,

#*
Dorothy Hester set a record for Cutside Loops in one flight of 62, Her final
effort. Tex Rankin set a record of 131 (both of these in Great Lakes trainers). Paul

Mantz made the final record of 146, This latter was, I believe, in a Ficet. Charles
W. Spced Holman set a record for inside loops in one flight of 1,433,




