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An cldtime pii.ot asked ni,: reeently, 'ri'\ihatts the matter with prj-vate aviatii.,nt
whatrs holding it back?'r As he ryoke, he pointed to se.reral of his well careC for
aireraft and continueds 'rDuring tl'e Depression, f made more noney with one airplane
than I now can nake with several of thcmo There is a gencral lack of jlteres'L in
private flyrng the likes of which I have never sc€rr beforerr. His rcnarks were nob
uniquee rather he vciccd the sentinrents of nearly all sna1l operators and pilots of
todalr, What is the anslrer t,o hls question?

True, the majcr airlines are doing a peak business and corporation fI;ring is
setting new rccords, But r,iry are there rr.ot more people activly cngaged in tax:-rg
instruction and flying their or,ar planes? Why are thcre not more students and p:-lcts
storroing the airpcrts end flight offices as thcy did in previous years? It ce:'-;aJ.lr\'
isnlt the cos+,. Flight rates are ccrrespondingly cheaper today than evcr befcre.
Airports are larger, planes are safer.

rn nrraalino sys1. the answer to this question I dug oUt nry old scrapbooks andLIL PgAALLLLF

browsed d.crr'ri Merroryt s Runway i,:rd cane up wii;h 'nlirat I believe is tne eor:'ect &DSrn'oY

to this perplexing problemo lflrat ;viaLion neeCs today is nore F.oseoe i'urne:'s, .Lrielja
Earharts and )cug Cc:"rigans, It needs much morc puhlicity thar: it Ls';r': getl.irrg, i:
litt]e nore oldti.ne glamour. We have got tc get ttrc 1ar6ge crc.inrtis oLit 1"t., th:, :ilr;:<x'ts
as we did in former years!

Back in thetrThrilling Tl:irticsrr, duri.ng thc 1':criod wltich I belicve :rcre ti:c
Golden Years of llying" an;,rthing eolmect/,.rd r,;ith 1'l:,-j.ng was front pe3c cop.yn A ii;'c::
was a Tin God and nany thcusands cf 1;copl-e c.rr-"t out to thc airl-ol'-Ls tn'cclt 'rft'::: I,:(.JK4

It all- be;an r.dt,ir -inciLel'gh!s famow hc,p to P:rriso This I'oung, Joul&g.;cus:.r:'l
unassuraing boy of 25 f€;:r:.'s of ,"ge, fle',t a singi,r-(.ngincC cabirt planc ,tf t20 ito:s.:''
power cn a solo fligl:t acrcss ttrc,\+.Iantie Ocuaru, H,: i:mi:di:t'.e1;'c,rn:urc,ri. ll--c
Pub1ic ls i:rraginat,ion not only for app:rren*" tl.qlcsty but iilso bccausc itc pe::formcl ',

feat vdth a plane tn L927 bhat n:ost t:verybod.y beli.eveci uas i-nrpcssiole" Tncn bci-e.a ;"

wave of inte;=r:sf, ijnd enrhusiasn for flying firat reached righi into r;vct;'Lccly:s hc:ler

I"lany other grcat (-1ce:{n fli €+rts l'ollowcl on thc hccl-s cf Lindbc:ghts fliqi^-t. T}icr'.r
werc the gr€.rat fligh'Ls of Corlrnandcr blrc in the tri-notc'r !-okker-planc rriJrelicar'.J

Ciiarnl:'rlin a:',ci. icrline in thc Bellanca monoplane lr0oluJrbiarro The lllights of ihe
Brenen flyers; Ruth Eidcre A:iclia Barhart., Cos'r,e and Bel}ort+,e and a gal}:ul'b hcsb cf
otherso

As the deci.,j.e cf t,he rrLii:ir':ie,s;' hegrrn th: r.rttion piunged into i'rs blackc:b
f,c,pre :sitir in hi stcry" I'nis .-it.;z'crssicn afl'cc'"t.1 all. i:'ldusL!"y., all eirpl-o;rncnt- :ii'
.,teil as the inecnes of those lucfr cnouf[ to *eatiicr the fir..ancia]. s;cilnr Yc'c .l--i, 'ji.'l
rrct, aff,:ct aelor'auti.cai progress to arry rireat ricgrt,'o; certa;nly nct the 9:uat
iriicrcs's tha+, fol-k,wei a'rialion h-alrpunings of tiiat pcricdo

Banncr hcadlj-nes ar,d rearns of copy heraiCed the great flights of therrTh:::fiesrt.
Flycrs in high polished riding bocts ancl faecy wlrip-corC b.recchcs ucro breakirg and

lcbreai.,ing al-l of the existiirg ar-!r reccrds, as they roared back antr fol";h acros:; t:tc
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nation and the rest of the worldo The:e were the endurance flyers as exemplified by
the St, Louis Robin, tl,c Sitokane Sun-God3 the irunter Brothers, the Keys Brcthers anC
inany ottrers vdro boosted the Refueling in FHght record to well over 1e000 houror Speed
records wcre Lovrercd, alti-tude records set and distance marks lengtherred beyond all
conprehensien"

Tliere was the indomi-table Frank ilawks of the Texas 0i1 Conpany and his famous
Trave1 Air l{ystery-'S plane rfio kept lowering the Transcontincntal Speed Reoord and
uho held all thc nrincipal speed reeords bet'*een ja rge citLes. Ther.e was the very
personable Roscoe Turner (who lives toCay who hasntt heard of Roscoe Turner). Turnere
with his famous swashbuckling r:nif.rn, high polished boots, laxed nustache and lion
cub nascot, Turner flew a Lockheed ttAl.r E:cpressrr for the Gilnore Oil Conpanyr He
epitomized all that was colorful in the competent and successfid. pilot as he rcared
here and there competing r^rith Hawks for speed rnarks.

There werc teen-age pilots such as Eddie Schneider and Bob tsuck r,ilro were breaki-ng
ju:rior-c1ass records. And thc rir'rn€r, God bless thernr The truly great and. illustri;us
Amclia Earhart, Ruth Nichols, Laura Ingalls and many others. Letrs not forget littlo
Elincr Sni& either, the piquant gi.rl flyer from Freeport, Long Island, New York. At
17 she flew an old Waco I under aIL four existing suspension bridges in New York
Cityo At I8 she broke the Wonents Solo Endurance Record without refueling by remaln-
lng in the air tor 261 hourso At 19 she copped the Womenls Altitude Record in 

"xcessof z5raAo feet. A very plucky girl, Elinorr

The newpapers outdid thcmselvcs hegsLding these ar.'iaticn r;f'gnts ani achievcrnentst
There ltere accounts of the Mail pilots carrying their entrusted loads ov::r 1,;'e
renomed rrHellf s Stretchrrr that fog enshrouded area cxtending flcm Pc11r.i'cr-:,rirr, j-n
the Alleghanlcs all the way into Cleveland, Ohioe, Many g.ood ncn wrre ki;icci2 :i.t
mqrLy more saved their lives and their mai.} l.y bailing out of their ice-encrustcd or
otherwise disabled aircraft with thcir inailsacks under their &rrirs:

Any pilct in the 'rThirtiesit who could makc an Cutside Loop with any type rr'
plar.e was welcoracd into a tight jnncr circle cf stunt pilots. iater scmc of thein sct
rccords for the amcunt of Outside Loops to bc nadc in one flighto Tex lr-ankin se-u a
reccrd of il3 in one flight. )orcthy ticster set the womcnts recorrl of lr5 Outside
loops in one fljg,hto Thcro- were other acrobatic records, among them tlre i'ecord for.
frrverted Flight for a given length of tjmeo Milo tsurchan set thrj present recorC ci
flyrng upsidc dovrn, for a period in excess of foirr hours, whjJe flyt.ng frc'in one city
to anotherc

Fine storj-cs of tl.e l'Jorld 1.Jar I Filo+.s began to floed thc ;'apu"s ij.l:r-l nag;:3!1"t
as the aviaticn conscious public began tc denand the facts coricernrng FJlchtl'.cfene
f,.ickenhackere Inmclnann, FIILy Barker, Frank iuke etc. As though this wasn't enough,
boys of aIL ages could buy armloads of dime novels iuith fictiorrized accounts of +.he

war in the air, These pulp magazines r,rith gaily decorated covers anC fl.asiry t,itles
gave glowing tribute to the heroes of the first and only air war up tc that ttuie:

There were mary oorragcous parachute jw,pers uho junpeC all eb out the cor:ntry in
thei.r enCeavor to draw erowds out to the airports and they also helped pe:.-fcc'b the
par'aehute to the 'rronderful picce of safety equipnent 1t is tcdayo At one tjmc ',he
i'iavi' 6"oppcd t're1ve nen from a Ford Tri-lliotor over Washington, 0,C.9 to sct a reccrd
'rf jumps frcn ohe plane. Thr:n at Roosevelt Field, lrioY.: the managemeni ci:'opped fir;,t
six+"een ncn, ar^d finally tuenty nen, from a single Curtiss rrcondcrrr biplane to regai;:
ttte reec,r'C for +.he civilianso
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Cl;'de Pangbcrne one of the naticnl s grcatest pilots and Hugh Herndon fLew a
Bellanca slagie-engined monoplane cn a ncn.-stop fiight from Japan to Washj.ngtono Th:i-s
renarkable flight, made in 1931r covcred over l+r000 mj-Les of over-water flyi:lg and
has yet to be sinulated by a civilian plano,

Then Doug Corrigan, in a ni.rne year oId Curtiss Robln, took off flom New York and
lacking cfficial per'mission fcr an oeean flight, he faceticusly read his compass
llTongr Cn the pretext of heading for Los Angelese he landed in lreland. I{er like
iindber:gh, captured the pubi-ics inaglnation and remains today one of the great legenC-
ary pilots of that great srs"

The Nar,y began purchasing and testing new type dive-bombers ln the ilThirtiesrl
and with ttre late Jirnmj-e CcIIins and Lee Gehlbach testd.ng then to destruetlour the
sensatj-onal 9-G Pcwer Dive was created, The public ate up the glowlng accounts of
these dives.

There were records for the youngest solo pilots. But by far the two lrcungest;
piiots to absolutsl.y solo a plane were lha follordng twc boys. Jce Sheehan, i2 years
old,, soloed an 0X-5 Bird at Teterboro, New Jersey, and r'ras foll-owed by Jackie
Chaprnan, IL years old, l'rho soloed an Arrow Spcrt at West, Hanptcn, New Yorkn Then
there was Dr. Brock who flew at least 10 m:inutbs a day, regardiess of the weather;
eyery day for over four yearsc There were great Air Shows, Air Meats, A:rcraft
Sal-ons, the SchneiCer Trophy Race, Thompson Trophy Race and nrany other great evertsc
The press gave aviation every advantager lulany crirne stories were displaccC from the
front pages as day af*r,er day new fcats in rl-ying were perforrned. Even '*hen the public
went to the movies they were given no rest. Great air plctureg such as rrJings, -il.ac
Timee llellls.Angcls, Ceiiing Zero, Dar,nr Patrol, Lost Squadron, HeIl fivers and cthers
held thern spellbound and fired their enthusiasr for flying. The movio Wings p1a;'od
for over a year on Tjmes Square, New York,

These were tle Golden Ycars cf Flying eriri theT iasted rig.St up th:"ou1,'l^- l.9in.
alhat bencfit did all this do fcr aviation? Its '.iencfits were encrmous. In spit,r cf
a great Depression hoarcles of studcnt pilot.s'n'frc eouldnlt otherwise afi'crd to f11"
rrlere gcing without luneh-mone1., without neccssitiese wlthout confor';s to pay for
flying timeo Chambers of Corunelce and Town Ccnnissions wcnt all-out il their' .rndosvi:,'
to start:Li:'pcrts in thr;jr iocal ccrr:mrurities" i.lany stnderrts'cought pLan.,s fc'.:"'the
soJ-e prrpcsc of huilding qr timc.fcr Licenscso Fcilcwing this tirey cpened thej-r' ;,',n
air'portsr bougdrt rncre plarrcs so rnore students could learn to fly" 'fhousands of -reop.Le
took rides to fincl out ',*iat it was alL about, as Surday after Sunday thc airpor-,:
were Ja,rn-cdo Air;rorts increase.l,e i.nterest incrcasedy and all consiiiera'bicn of fl;ri-.rg
costs were throl'rn to the -v,rinds. ft r^ras a grand pericd in flying as every'ccdy 'ae1Lo1
tcward a col'rnon goal, thc futuro rievelopnent of privata and ccrmercial flying.

Call it colcrl call it glanclr. call it ar:ything you l1ke out this grea'u intele.si:
in flying lasteC right up to_I,riorld h'ar II, Then when Unc1e San callcd for Ai:: Pcireirr
Le got it. An Air Force cf 2! niliion men, air powcr consisting of 26? ll:ingsu .,llL this
i,he direct result of thc enthusiastlc intercst in aviation aroused in tne pre,-rr.'?T
yeat's' As a rnatter of fact the Air Force in i9l+h fe-It justifiel to tw'n over 50r-'C0
men to the rurn-st-crt, grotnC fcrces.

i'rlell, r^hat happcned to all +-hat IL&nl& for flyi:rg? What ha;1;cncrl to:+Ii thar
tnttlrsiasrc for aviatiori? ',nihat happc;'ieC to lhat ilig pipe-Crearn aboui, i)osi-i/ali pri'.'atc
flyrng? tro1.1olirg the Big'vlar, curtain ayiation groups, and aviatic:t coin-:issicns
laeided tl.at all spectacular publicity, all record breakinge jn facb any publicity
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ccncerning aviation should bc ct'.t outo F\trirtg was to be considered an everyday
business like anything else" Pcrhaps this was a good idea, but nany of us believo
that they cut out tLe publici+"y at the wrong ti:ne. Thcy should have waited tiIL ws
had the two miliion plarcs and pilots b,efore they buried aII the attract,ion,

Some new students have eome in but moro Lrave quit flfing than are being rcplacei.
The C.A.A, has not reveal,ed the shoclting nunber of airports and seaplane bases'"hat
have been closed up jx the past seven ye'rls, Scnte of the fines't "1'ports in the
country have closed up and fcrsaken their si*,esn Cldtirners were aroused some tine
back when famed Rocse''relt Fieid, New Yt,rke closed its nrnways. Roosevelt Field9 one
of the i'lorldls oldest airports, or,"e a beehr-ive of activity where thousands of pilot,s
landed during its b0 years of exlstence; has been elosed fcrever to be nade lnto an
lndustrlal areao Central Afuporte Carrden; New Jcrsey, is anot,her to feel the pinch
due tc lack of intcrest displayed. !'lhat is the end result of all this? Tcday the
Airport Cperators across the ccuntry have begun to squeeze the plane ols:lers evenilore
for moro revenuer and are cven institutjlg despicable landing fees to make up lost
f@VOll'JBr

ft is all the niore sad rhcn one considers the fact that as eaoh airport closes
dcr,,n and its site is abandoned, the lack of sites for firtr:re ai-rports are rapidly
dlnJ.nishing. 'nthat will we do for airport sites in the years to come?

Where once the tie-dor,rn lines and hangars werc fiJ-led with planes whose pilcts
were $orking towarC a goal, today such hangars and tle-down lincs consist of plar.es
that ncver f1y for wecks at a timeo Even the I1r l'orce today ls finding it hard to
keep togethor its th3 t^t:-ng forceo Its Reserve pilofs are dernandi:rg to bc gr:ounclel3
This is a condition unhcard of in pre-war f,e arsc "fust as the Prohlbiticnists of +,he

T'wcntles did nore harm than gcode so have certail of the aviation groups and others
urrc wanted all record flights to ceasos Al1- air showsl in fact evcrybiri-ng but, tako-
offs and landingsj to be stoppcdu All this has boen too soon.

Tcday wo go weeks at a tine with nary a good hlc i.:rl the papcrs about f.r-y*i:lg.
Letrs give aviaticn thc publicity it deservese We still have rccords to be brokcrrl
new airports to be opcncd, nelt type planes to be introduced" Letls pubiicisc all
thiso Lct us have rnorc Air Mects, moro aircraft salonsn In short, Ict: s revlv': scne
of the oldtine lnterosi in flying before mar{f more Fixed-Base @erators (the backbcne
of avlation) have given up for more luerative fields of endeavorn r,le are ha"ring an
era of prosperity 1n all. industry. 'vrlhy dontt we e.xbcnd it to privabe flt'ng. Tjnt;
ts wastlnga

*
Dorothy Hester set a reeord for Outsidc Loops in one ftight of 62. I{cr final.

effort. Tex Ranki.n sei a reeord of 131 (both of these in Great Lakes trainers). pauf.
Mantz nade the final record of th6. This la.bter !ras, r belleve, j:r 4 trieei. ctrarl.es
W. Spced Holman set a record for inside loops in one ftight of 1elr33.


