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D0.200 - MADE IN U..S.Ar

by

Roger A, F?eeman

The First Grr:ppe of Karnpfgeschwader 200 (I/K.G.200) was a sccret Lufbwaffe unit
of the Second World War vrtrich r::rdertook the ferrying and parachuting of agentse and
a variety of special tasks behind the AILied linos. The aircrafb used by I/K,G.200
wore a very mixed bag; eight different tlpcs of German rnanufactr.:re aro kno'wn to havo
been used at various tjmes. The most jntercstjng treo to serrre this unite howevere
was r:ndoubtedJ..y the Do.200r

These Do.2QQts are known to have been used for verylong range operationsi on
one occasjon to lrclancl and on anothor North Aflica. The latter was carly in 191+h

when a daring and succossf\:l nission was carricd out establishing landing strips and
supply durqps in the dssert. A flight r,ras also made over the Middle East areol Tho

Do.200ls most common task appears to have bcen the following and observing of U.Soli.
A.F. bonber fr:rmations, Wtrat Cid this machine Look like? In looks.j-t was identical
to a glamow girl ]crom as B Ore Sevcn. In fact,e Do.200 was sirnply a covcr name for
Booingfs B-17 FIYing Fortress.

Just homany flyablo Fortrcsses the Luftvnffe possessed is prcbably not on
reccrd. Most if not aIL were U.S'A.A.F. machines that hal 1.rndcd jn Gerrnan held
territcry r*rile on opcrationse 1\rro B-17ts rnissing during 19b3 r-'ere suspec'iied of
thls action. As early as the sprirlg of that ycar a Fort spcrting the markings of
306th Bomb Group was seen ovcr cnery territcry flying alcngside Eighth Air Force
formations (allays at a safe distance it seemsl)"

Reports inciicate that'the Oermans usr:aIIy rctalned the original U.Sr unit
rnarkings but displayod no national insignia of any kjrrd. Late in f9l+l+ a B-17 jn
natural mctal flnish md painted jrt 3lrth Bornb Group coloi:rs was used on a t:unbcr of
occasions for fcrmation fotlowing. ifter hostilities had ccased, a B-17i' found cir a
German airfield still carried its U.S. nick-nane on the ncsc - a. nane givcn tc a

missing 390th Bomb Group Fort. This and. other jnforrnation suggests that for:r diffcr-
ent machines were cmploycd at somc time or othcro

This story is of nocessity sparse as littlc rcliabla information on the hi-story
of these machines 1s fortircoming. Can any rce,der add to the story of the Do'20C -
made in U.S.A.?

USAF-CENTRAL MJSEUM A/C

Additions to the provious list of aircraf! on outdoor display lncLude: Irlcrbh.l,nerican
X-10 C'Mt93O7At Northrop JF-B9A-35-N0 l+9-2h3BA; Iockheed NF-8OC l+7-UlJr (the all
magnesium job); Boeing B-50D-100-80 l+B-ll7ir; Douglas TC-I2iiA hZ-S5laq6ir; ljAA F-5D-
30-lir lt]q.-7.11936A, F-107i-1-IIA 55-51194r T-6c 50-1279Li lrorthrcp p-6tc-r-No L3-8353A,
also XF-85 now outsj.de.
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