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To all enthusiasts and students of Worid War I aviation the date Aprit 21, L91B
is quite faniliar for on that particular day the Gerroan Air Ser:yice lost one oi its
most '.'aluab1e assets, Earon Manfb"d von Ri-chthofen, victor ln eighty aerial combats.
ItThe^Red Knight of Gerrnanyil flylng a pure red Fokker ltdplano nas pursuing hls lrrten-
ded BIst victirn, Lieutenant W. R. rtWoptr May, utren tbe final crirtaln was brought down
on his colorf\rL career irt the alr. Today the final circumstances surror:nding hi.s
deattt are stILI shror:ded in controv€rqr, and there ls sufficlent evidenoe to substan-
tlate the cLairns of the Canadian pllot., Captain A" Roy &owne nglh Squadron, or
Sergeant C, B. Popkln of the 2lrttr .lustrrUan Machine Cun Company. Afber thlity-nine
yearsr therefore, it seens highiy nnJ.iJcely ttrat any r\.rrther attenpts !:r research wiIL
brlng to llght sufflcient data to aclccowledge a clear-cut credlt io either nan, but
contlnued lnvestigatlon does establish one signiflcant fbct of lrnportance - reporto
coneernlng the red llriplane flown by ltichthofen are ln errorl

Y-"_t, strange as it may seem, the inforrnation recorded for history relatlng tc
the tr'okker Dr.f in which ttre Baron flew to hj.s deaih has been acceptecle restated and
assumed eorrect for these mar\y yearsc trlhy this was taken for granted is, of coursee
obvlous since lt was based on reporbs taken at the tlme of the lncidentr-bui appareni:-ly no one bothered to question the valLdlty of such jfforrnation and the-error Gs
accepted. The lnaceuracy ln questlon concerns the serial nunber of the alrcrafb,
vhlch has been given always as Fok. Itr"T ZOOgh? or Fok.Dr.I 1OO94B, the Iat+,er beirrg
more prevalento Both are lncorlectj

While leading the farned Jagdgeschwader I and his own personal Jagdstaffel IL,;
Richthofen flew several tpes of alrcraft ln combat, but il the case of the far,rous
three-winged Foldcer only' t,ro were speclficarly issued to hjm. tryom the first seriesof three such planes manufactured by the Fokker Elugzeugwerke at Schweri-:r he recej.vecl
F9k.!I \OL/LT" The maneuverabilityof thls newly conceived, :rircraft was quite out-
stand:ing and he was qulck to use his advantage and reeorded many victories in thisship. Irnprovenents, however, were being nade ty the designer, ind when a nore
advanced model was constructed Richthofen recei'red. 1t. Ttre oider Tniplane was given
to 0berreutnant Kurtwolff in which he met hl-s death on September 1lr-l;g]]T^ Thenew
one was of the Latest concept, but r'ns a corpletely standard version as were aIL
planes that he flewo This is the aircraft common-ly, but lncorrectly, referred. to as
FokoDroI zoo9/Ll. rn reallty it bore the mar*ing b:ot<.nr.t \ftS/LT. 

-'

Ae lswed, the factory constructlon nurnber was 2@!e whlch wouLd accor:nt for the
erroneous and often mlsquoted serlal nurber. The engine constructlon nunber was

-2h78. The plane was equiped wittr a Thulln-built 10o[p rrBeuterr motoro Just prior to
his death Richthofen lras seen training on the now famous Fokker D.Vif and rindoubtedly
would have made the change in a matter of days. Thus, Fok.Dr.I lp5/L7 rnrght have
become a museun attraction for the German nation, but-as history records it car{ed
Rittnrel-ster Manfred von Richthofen, rrThe Red lfixiaht of Germanyrr to h:is final combat
and deatln on that sprlng mornlrrg of L9l8"


